April 19, 2020 | Second Sunday of Easter

Gathering

VOLUNTARY			
Steven B. Blackmon
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, from 1 Peter 1:3-9)
		
Blessed be the God of our Savior, Jesus Christ!
God has given us a new birth in the living hope of the resurrection.
God has given us an inheritance that is imperishable and unfading.
In this we rejoice, even when we suffer trials.
For although we have not seen Jesus, we love him; and although we have not seen him, we believe in him.
We rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not
seen, have faith and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN 246
“Christ Is Alive!”
Truro
(1) Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
(3) In every insult, rift and war
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

(2) Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching every place and time.
(4) Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

(5) Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
‘til earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
CALL TO CONFESSION
God is always before us. God never abandons us. God shows us the path of righteousness and is always ready to
redirect us on the way when we confess our sin and ask for correction.
CONFESSION OF SIN (unison)			
God of resurrection and new life, we confess that in times of trial and suffering we huddle in fear rather
than turn to you in faith. We see only our dashed expectations and neglect to perceive your creative goodness.
Knowing that our risen Lord comes to us when we are most afraid, we boldly share our deepest anxieties.
Seeing Christ’s fresh wounds, we bare our own, our shame and regrets, our mistakes and failures. Trusting in
Jesus’ compassion and mercy, we ask for your forgiveness so that we can testify to your saving grace. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have been given a new birth into a living hope. Forgiven and freed, we
embrace our mission to go out into the world to extend God’s forgiveness to others.
(cont.)

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Guiding God, send your Holy Spirit upon the reading of your Word that it may serve to show us the path of life and
lead us into your presence where this fullness of joy. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.) Psalm 16
Chris Hazlaris
MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			
Allison Thomas
GOSPEL LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.)		
John 20:19-31
SERMON
“Fear and Faith”
Sarah Chancellor-Watson
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC (USA)
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship
and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news
to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the
sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and
believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths
of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his
sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
GLORIA PATRI
“Glory Be to the Father”
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, it is now and every shall be. World without end! Amen.
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

If you are searching for a church home and are interested in the life of faith that we share
together at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian, please email Pastor Sarah (sarah@scapc.org). She
will be able to answer any questions you may have regarding membership in our congregation,
as well as the many church ministries and small groups you might get involved in.
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 			
Michael Jinkins
Living God, we have well-worn formulas and a liturgical bag of tricks twenty-centuries deep, but somehow our formal
prayers fall flat in times like these. In ages past, a psalmist prayed, asking you, where he might go to escape your presence.
He wasn’t fleeing you, but remarking on the strange reality that you meet us everywhere we are. Today, however, there is
something we are wanting to flee. That which we would flee today is as invisible as spirit, but not as benevolent. We are
wondering whether there is anyplace we might go to escape a disease, a contagion, that capriciously takes one life after
another. Whither can we go, the ancient psalmist might have cried, to flee the presence of this illness?
Hurricanes sweep across the land with tides and rains and winds, but it is possible, if we are fast and fortunate
enough, to get out of their path. A fire might take a forest or even a neighborhood of homes, but sometimes we can outrun
a fire. Today, this danger we face leaves us no place to run.
Perhaps never before have we had such reason to rejoice that we worship a God who never stays in one place, who
is living, and always on the move. Take us with you as you move, we pray. Hide us in the secret place of the Most High,
enfold us under the shadow of your wings. Hold us, keep us, save us, we pray. Whether high in a condominium or sitting
alone in a garden, whether with our children helping them keep up with learning or living with an aged parent who is
terrified, whether high or low, far or near, be with us, Living God.
Open our hearts to you. Soften our hearts to others. When fear threatens to shrink our hearts, let your love expand
them again. For love, full and complete and whole and perfect, casts out all fear.
We believe that we belong to you in life and in death. Help us in our unbelief, that we may, day-to-day, hour-to-hour,
minute-to-minute, entrust ourselves and all those we love to thy care, all those we know, and all those we don’t, to you.
You have dwelt with us in Christ Jesus our Lord; teach us in Christ to dwell in you. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(cont.)

THE OFFERING

Please click here for instructions on how to submit a pledge payment or other donation.
Let us remember this day and everyday the generous blessings we receive from God. May we
respond with gratitude with the offering of our lives – our time, our talents, and our treasures.
We hope that you will continue to support (in prayer, virtual presence and financially) our
church’s many ministries which continue during this time of pandemic. Perhaps more than
ever, your support is needed.
Offertory Anthem

“Antiphon” from Five Mystical Songs
Vaughan Williams
The Chancel Choir
Doxology			
Old Hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sending
HYMN 250

“In the Bulb There Is a Flower”

(1) In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
(3) In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
in our doubt htere is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

CHARGE AND BLESSING
VOLUNTARY

Promise

(2) There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

