
•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated

Morning Worship | Fifth Sunday in Lent | April 6, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church

	 gatheringgathering
•GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson
VOLUNTARY			   Steven Blackmon, piano
•*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			   Denise Morse

Loving God, you run towards us, eager to be close to us.
Help us to draw near to you with confidence.
Loving Father, You desire to forgive us and lavish us with love and mercy.
Help us to accept and find joy in your forgiveness.
Mothering God, You hold us in our frailty, and love us unconditionally.
Help us to open our hearts to your empowering love. 

•SUNG RESPONSE  Hymn 471	 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”	 Hear My Prayer

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

•*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your loving embrace encompasses the whole world, and in your banquet hall all are included and have a place 

at the table. In our restlessness and seeking, call us home once again in this time of worship. Trusting that no person or situation 
is beyond your concern, or your embrace, inspire us with a vision of love that will change the world and our lives through the love 
and mercy we meet in Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior. Amen.  

•†*HYMN 418	 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”	 Softly and Tenderly

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Ashley Brown
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Loving God, even as we wander far from you, you plant in our hearts the reminder that we can return. Help us 
to bring you all our faults and failings, and open our eyes to the ways we have failed to work with you, and turned 
our backs on your desires and designs for our happiness and flourishing. For the times we have walked or run 
away, for the times we have refused to come home, and for the times we have resented others’ homecomings, we 
are sorry, and we humbly ask for your forgiveness now. Meet us in our times of weakness, not with shame and a “I 
told you so,” but with understanding and the strength to do what is right, to take responsibility, and to fix what 
is broken. Empower us to live as forgiven people, extending your mercy and grace to other undeserving sinners. In 
Jesus Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Psalm 32
†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			   Allison Thomas	
•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
•SERMON	 “Fair Is a Place Pigs Win Ribbons”	 Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”‡ (unison)			   Chris Currie

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
•THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “Down in the River to Pray”	 arr. Mennicke
	 As I went down in the river to pray, studying about that good old way and who shall wear the robe and crown; Good Lord, show me the way! 
	 Oh, sisters [brothers/fathers/mothers/sinners/children], let’s go down, come on down, down in the river to pray.
	 The Chancel Choir

•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
	 The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

	 				 sendingsending
•*HYMN 769	 “For Everyone Born”	 For Everyone Born

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE	 “A Scottis Blyssing”	 Blackmon/Willcox
•*VOLUNTARY



  announcementsannouncements
All are invited to join our AUDUBON PARK WALKING GROUP TODAY!  This is a chance for churchgoers of all ages to share 
fellowship and exercise in the fresh air together. We will meet at 5 p.m. in front of the Land Building, make one loop around the 
Audubon Park track and return.

HOME COMMUNION: Tomorrow and Tuesday, our pastors will bring home communion to members who are unable to attend 
worship. If you or someone you know would like communion brought to them, contact Miriam Hollar at miriam@scapc.org. 

Our next SCAPC 101 will be held next Sunday, April 13, from 9:30-10:15 a.m. in the second floor conference room. This class 
is designed as an orientation for new members and visitors interested in joining our church...or anyone wishing to learn more 
about SCAPC! We will talk about our basic beliefs as Presbyterians, the history of SCAPC, and how you can get involved in 
its ministries. Learn more in the meantime by visiting our membership page at scapc.org/membership.

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be Easter egg stuffing in preparation for the Presbyterian Women’s 
Easter Egg Hunt next Sunday! Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall, and the program will begin 
at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be Chicken Picatta, spaghetti, roasted 
asparagus, salad, French bread, and peanut butter pie. Make your reservation by tomorrow at 5 p.m. at scapc.org/wno or on 
the SCAPC app.

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT will take place next Sunday, April 13 following the 10:30 
a.m. service at the home of Louellen and Darryl Berger, 6000 St. Charles Avenue, right across State Street. All are welcome! We 
are seeking donations of egg fillers and volunteers, so visit scapc.org/pw to sign up!

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to April Weiser and her family on the death of her mother, Evelyn Mayo Christian, who passed 
away on Saturday, March 29. 

CONGRATULATIONS are extended to Vicki and Rick Vega on the birth of their granddaughter, Vera Lynn Vega, daughter of 
Maddie and Christian Vega, who was born on March 20.

O Lord, Hear Our Prayer  †  Lent & Easter 2025  scapc.org/lent
This Week’s Prayer Practice is SIMPLICITY & PRAYER:  See this Tuesday’s “Quatrefoil” e-news for details. (Text “SCAPC” 
to 22828 to be added to the email list or email events@scapc.org.) For earlier weeks’ practices on fasting, lamentation, art, 
community, and hospitality, visit scapc.org/lent or the SCAPC app.

in today’s worshipin today’s worship
TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 
service are Laurie Young (captain), Charlie and Nancy Jane Carson, Noah Hardie, Louise Schafer, and Richard Seelman.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Avery Beuerman and Beth Poe, and for the 10:30 service are Helen 
Barnett, Rick Grubb, Kay Randels, and Arden Weiser.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of our most wonderful and dedicated sextons, 
Joe Bean, Donald Jefferson, and Percy Woods, by Wendi and Nathan Adams.

sunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-schoolsunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-school
ADULT CLASSES:

New! Making Room: Celebrating Hospitality as a Christian Tradition | led by Ashley Brown and Bev Church
April 6 - May 18 | Land Building Riverside Room
In this class, we will explore themes of welcome, generosity, and the sacred art of making room for the stranger, challenging 
neighbor, the needy, and even those who may be difficult to embrace and welcome. Every class will include modernized lessons 
on hospitality by local expert and published author Bev Church. Our final class on May 18th will culminate in a special Sunday 
School celebration of all we have learned. Bring a friend and be our guest! Today’s topic will be “A History of Old Testament 
Hospitality.”

The Gospel of John | February 16 - May 18 | Phifer Library | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels. John’s story of 
Jesus is theologically complex, interweaving themes of light and darkness. Today’s topic is “Growing Opposition to Jesus”, 
led by Sandra Jenkins.

Of this work Dan Forrest writes, “Overall, this is a prayer for rest for the living, as much 
as for the deceased...A major work like this allowed me to work out ideas on a much larger 
scale...I had to carefully manage the huge buildup of energy throughout, that culminates 
in the explosion of energy in the final section...This is the final answer to our prayers for 
rest, musically speaking—we’ve found it. The door opens, finally, so to speak.” 

All children will be invited to join in a palm procession at the beginning of the service.


