ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Third Sunday in Lent | March 23, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING
*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Stacey Danner

On the chill windy dock, in the meadow, to the noise of drills blasting, to the sound of children asking,

We make our circuit in the fellowship of God.

In city street or on spring-turfed hill, in shop floor room or at office desk,

We make our circuit in the fellowship of God.

We make our circuit in the fellowship of God.

As we tread each day, O Lord, hear our prayer.

*SUNG RESPONSE Hymn 471 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” HEearR MY PRAYER

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When I call, answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Thanks be to you O God, for colorful planets and shining stars and outer space and power beyond our perceiving. Thanks
be to you O God, closer to us than we are to ourselves, giving life to dead things, empowering the beat of our own hearts.
Thanks be to you O God, known in a body who blessed as he lived, who raised up our lives to be gathered as one, reaching out
for your kingdom come. Thanks be to you, O God. Amen.

T*HYMN 307 “God of Grace and God of Glory” CWM RHONDDA
*CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Good and gracious God, we give thanks for the ways you are at work in our lives through patterns of humor,
tenderness, generosity, and kindness. Forgive us when we forget the gift in our every breath, your providential
care that sustains our every moment, and your abundant grace that can transform our every day.

Through your Spirit, set us free from the prison of grudging hearts, mean desires, and resentful spirits. Give
us courage to act with justice and generosity and draw us deeper into your love that does not calculate or keep
scores; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
THE WORD
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Isaiah 55:1-9
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Theodore James Deneui Nelson
Presentation Presenting Elder: Gillian Egan
Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal p. 35) Junior Baptism Buddy: Ruth Graves
Questions to Parents
Baptism

Presentation and Prayer

TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN
Children Kindergarten and younger will gather for the Children’s Message on the playground.
Children first grade and older are invited to remain with their families.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
*SECOND LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 13:1-9
*SERMON “Blood Pressure” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (8:30 service only) Ashley Brown
**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Ashley Brown
*THE OFFERING

Offertory “Angel Band” Bradbury, arr. Kirchner

The latest sun is sinking fast; my race is almost run. My strongest trials now are past; my triumph is begun.
O come, angel band, round me stand, bear me away on your snow-white wings to my immortal home.
I'm near the holy ranks of friends and kindred dear, the dew on Jordan’s banks; the crossing must be near.
I've almost gained my heavenly spirit; my spirit loudly sings. The Holy Ones, behold they come; I hear the noise of wings.
The Chancel Choir

**Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH

**Prayer of Dedication
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING
*F*HYMN 800 “Sometimes a Light Surprises” SALLEY GARDENS
**CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE “A Scottis Blyssing” Blackmon/Willcox
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington,
Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30
service are Jeanie Clinton (captain), Kelly Gottsche, Catherine
and Luke Lemoine, Catherine Rigby, and Kathy Slater.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered today to
THEODORE JAMES DENEUI NELSON,
son of Elizabeth Yi Mace
and Ryan James Deneui Nelson.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are
Beth Poe and Bob Smith.




O Lord, Hear Our Prayer 7 Lent & Easter 2025 scapc.org/lent
During Lent this year, our emphasis is on prayer. Theologian Karl Barth reminds us that far from being an inward
private act, ‘to clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the world.

This Week’s Prayer Practice: COMMUNITY & PRAYER Sce this Tuesday’s “Quatrefoil” e-news

for details. For earlier weeks’ practices on art and lamentation, visit scapc.org/lent or the SCAPC app.

SUNDAY SCHODL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHCDL

ADULT CILASSES:
Faith and Literature | March 9 - 23 | Land Building Riverside Room | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
Today’s topic is “Faith and Media: How a Christian Should Read the News” with Betsy Fischer Martin, Executive Director,
Women and Politics Institute and Executive in Residence for Government at American University, Washington, D.C. Betsy is
anative Louisianian and recently joined SCAPC.

The Gospel of John | February 16 - May 18 | Chapel | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school

In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels.
John’s story of Jesus is theologically complex, interweaving themes of light and darkness. Today’s topic is “Jesus
Himself as Sign”, led by Pat Widhalm.

The Individual in the Institution: A Creative Workshop on Faith and Belonging

January 12 - March 23 | 2nd floor conference room

In this interactive class, we invite you to explore your personal faith beliefs while understanding how they align
with the broader Presbyterian Church (USA). Today’s topic is “Celebrations of Authentic Faith”, led by Ashley Brown and
Tyler Wheeler.

Next Sunday we will be joined by Madeline Lindvall Radman and Michael Lindvall, authors of the
Ludington-van der Berg mystery book series, as our 2025 Lupberger Lecturers. Visit scapc.org/lecture
to learn more.

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE:

8:30 AND 10:30 AM - Michael to guest preach
9:30 AM - Unified Adult Sunday School Class led by Madeline & Michael, Frampton Fellowship Hall
11:30 AM - Question & Answer Session, Book Signing Reception, Frampton Fellowship Hall

The Lupberger Lecture series was established by a generous gift from SCAPC members Ed and Donna Lupberger.

Copies of the M.M. Lindvall books are available for sale just outside of Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE WHITE ROSE in the Sanctuary has been placed in honor of the birth of Ben Rees, son of Avery and Austin Rees,
grandson of Debbie and Rick Rees, who was born on Tuesday, March 18.

We are pleased to announce that SCAPC Youth and Young Adults Director CHRIS HAZLARIS is guest preaching at Jefferson
Presbyterian Church this morning.

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be a look at “Faith & Mystery” in advance of next Sunday’s visit by
2025 Lupberger Lecturers Madeline Lindvall Radman and Michael Lindvalll Under the pen name “M.M. Lindvall”, Madeline
and Michael are the authors of the Ludington-van der Berg mystery book series. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton
Fellowship Hall, and the program will begin at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will
be roasted pork loin, broccoli pesto pasta, boiled carrots, garden salad, and French bread...dessert TBA! Make your reservation
by tomorrow at 5 p.m. at scapc.org/wno or on the SCAPC app.

We are hosting a POLO (PARENTS OF LITTLE ONES) PLAY DATE for families of children ages 3 and under today from
4-5:30 p.m. on the Land Building lawn. Learn more on the SCAPC app or scapc.org/yaf and RSVP to tyler@scapc.org. Please
bring diapers of all sizes (infant-adult) for the Junior League Diaper Bank. Open packages are accepted.

STAIR 1990°'S PHOTO ID’'ING: Were you a part of the STAIR program (Start the Adventure in Reading) from 1990-20002 We
could use your memory to help us identify folks in our scrapbooks as we prepare for our 40th Anniversary. On Friday, April
4 from 10 a.m.-noon, swing by the Land Building Riverside Room for coffee, cookies, and a trip down memory lane. Please let
STAIR Director Jennie Boudreaux know you're coming by emailing jennie@stairnola.org.

Sign up today for SCAPC’s SPRING DAY OF SERVICE on Saturday, April 5! Projects for ALL AGES include gardening,
sorting and organizing materials, bracelet making, and moving heavy furniture for our community ministry partners. We will
meet in Frampton Fellowship Hall at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and proceed to various volunteer sites from there. Please visit
our sign-up table outside of Frampton Fellowship Hall this morning for more information or sign up on the SCAPC app or at
scapc.org/community-ministry. For additional questions please email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org.

THE YAF (YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES) CRAWEFISH BOIL will take place Saturday, April 5 from 12-2 p.m. on the Land
Building lawn! Please reserve your spot(s) on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/yaf no later than Friday, March 28, and contact
Tyler Wheeler at tyler@scapc.org with any questions.




