ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Transfiguration of the Lord | March 2, 2025 | 8:30 a.m.

GATHERING

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP JoNell Quinton

Blessed is the Lord our God;

Who transforms the impossible to possible.

Blessed is God’s Son, Jesus Christ;

Who transforms sin into salvation.

Blessed is the Spirit;

Who transforms faith into action.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ, whose
compassion illumines the world. Transform us into the likeness of the love of Christ, who renewed our humanity so that we may
share in his divinity, the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

T*HYMN 12 “Immortal, Invisibe, God Only Wise” ST. DENIO
CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Almighty God, we are not always people who live by faith. We know that we were created in your image, but we
treat ourselves and each other in ways that do not honor your presence within us. We know your laws and your
commandments, but we choose to disobey you and to act in ways that harm our neighbors. We hear your call to
reach out to those most in need, but instead we turn our backs on them and on you. Forgive us, O God, and help
us day by day to become more faithful followers and the people you created us to be. In the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ, we pray.

Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Psalm 99
SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 9:28-36, 37-43a
SERMON “Thothfiguration Sunday” Ashley Brown

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
*THE OFFERING
Offertory
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

SENDING
*HYMN 189 “O Wondrous Sign, O Vision Fair” Dro GRrAcIas
*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY

*Please stand as you are able | tLatecomers seated



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS are Mayson Buffington and Pierce Young,

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS are Beth Poe and JoNell Quinton.

THE FLIOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Jung, Jr. by their
children, Carroll Williamson and Louis Jung.

ASH WEDNESDAY: MARCH 5

Ash Wednesday is important for all Christians as this day marks
the beginning of the season of Lent: a forty-day period of discipline and prayer
during which we prepare to encounter the joyful mysteries of Easter.

ASHES ON THE AVENUE
12:00-1:00 p.m. | Sidewalk at Sanctuary Entrance
All are invited to receive ashes and participate in prayer stations to remember who we are
as mortals and as those who belong to Christ in life and in death.

WORSHIP SERVICE

5:00 p.m. Prayer Stations at Entrance | 5:30 p.m. Worship in Sanctuary & Livestream

SCAPC.ORG/LENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MARDI GRAS SCHEDULING: Please note that the church office will close at 2 p.m. tomorrow and will be closed for the day on
Tuesday. There will be no Wednesday Night Out activities this week. WNO programming will resume on March 12 with a St.
Patrick’s themed BINGO Night. Information and reservations can be found at scapc.org/wno or on the SCAPC app.

LIVING CHRIST, LIVING BUDDHA: Bill Troutt and Ashley Brown are hosting an interfaith conversation on the book Living
Christ, Living Buddha by Thich Nhat Hanh this Thursday, March 6 at 9 a.m. We will meet at PJ’s Coffee, 5432 Magazine Street.
A friend of Martin Luther King, Thomas Merton and many influential world leaders, Buddhist Zen Master and winner of the
Nobel Peace Prize Thich Nhat Hanh explores the life and teachings of Buddha and Christ in a warm and welcoming dialogue.
You don’t have to have read the book to come and join in on the conversation. All are welcome!

WHATISRAMADAN AND WHY DO MUSLIMS FAST DURING THIS RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY? SCAPC has been generously
invited to a Ramadan Dinner (called Iftar) hosted by our friends from Abu Bakr Masjid this Saturday, March 8 from 5-7 p.m.
at 2420 Illinois Ave, Kenner, LA 70062. During this special experience, we will dine on delicious Middle Eastern food, learn
about the spiritual practices of Ramadan and meet our Muslim neighbors. Cost is free (thanks to the hospitality of our
neighbors) but a bouquet of any sort of flowers would be welcomed! Meet at 2520 Illinois Avenue at 5 p.m. or meet at 4:30
p.m. at SCAPC to carpool over together. Sign up at scapc.org/interfaith or email Ashley Brown at ashley@scapc.org.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Jane Meneray and her family on the passing of her husband Bill who died on February 22. We
also extend our sympathy to Andrew Tatum and his family on the passing of his mother, Debra Tatum, who died on February 25.

SUNDAY SCHODL RESUMES NEXT SUNDAY | 9:30-10:15 AM | Details & Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school

ADULT CLASSES:
New next week! Faith and Literature | March 9 - 23 | Land Building Riverside Room
Our first class topic will be “Faith and Fiction: Lord of the Rings and Ignatius . Reilly” in which we will explore themes of faith
and the challenges of the modern world. This class will be led by Chris Currie. Later this month we will examine essays by
Marilynne Robinson; Identity Trap by Yascha Mounk; How a Christian Should Read the News by Betsy Fischer Martin, who will lead
class; and “Mystery and Mysterium”, a class led by the authors of the Ludington-van der Berg mystery series, Michael Lindvall
and Madeline Lindvall-Radman. Their class will be part of our 2025 Lupberger Lecture Series (scapc.org/lecture).

The Gospel of John | February 16 - May 18 | Phifer Library | recordings posted following week

In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels. It lacks the
Sermon on the Mount, the Lord’s Prayer, and any parables. John’s story of Jesus is theologically complex, interweaving
themes of light and darkness. He presents Jesus as originating “from heaven,” making him more divine than he appears in the
other gospels. Underscoring the conflict between those who accepted Jesus as Messiah and those who did not, this gospel
has raised intense dilemmas regarding Christianity’s view of Judaism. Next week’s topic will be “Of Signs and Faith” led by
Donna Ryan.

The Individual in the Institution: A Creative Workshop on Faith and Belonging

January 12 - April 6 | 2nd floor conference room

In this interactive class, we invite you to explore your personal faith beliefs while understanding how they align with the
broader Presbyterian Church (USA). Next week’s topic will be “Generational Views of Individualism”, led by Tyler Wheeler.
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