ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Seventh Sunday After Epiphany | February 23,2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Denise Morse

From the corners of the world, from the confusion of life, from the loneliness of our hearts,

Gather us, O Lord.

To reshape our perceptions, to inform our patterns of living, to temper our politics, to inspire our prayer,

Come now, Christ.

To feed our minds, to fire imaginations, to free our hearts,

Liberate us, Holy Spirit.

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord our God, may our worship matter, to you and to us. May the songs we sing lead us to live lives of compassion and
mercy in a world that prefers settling scores. May the words of scripture reminds us to stand with the weak and powerless in
a world that often discards and demeans people who cannot do anything for us. May the call to discipleship inspire each one of
us to listen to the voice of Christ over the voices clamoring for our ultimate allegiance. O Lord, may our worsihp matter, to you
and to us.

**HYMN 683 “Lord of All Hopefulness” SLANE (ALT. TUNE)
*CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Good and gracious God, we would not know what sin is unless we first knew your grace. So in light of your
grace, grant us your forgiveness for our careless thoughts, for our thoughtless deeds, for our empty speech, and
for the words with which we wound others. In your mercy, grant us your forgiveness for our false desires, for our
hateful actions, for our wastefulness, and for all we have left untended. In the power of your forgiveness, take from
us what we need to no longer carry so that we may delight in loving our Maker and our neighbor for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 6:27-38
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Jennie Wimbish
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Genesis 45:3-15
*SERMON “Where Have You Gone, Joe...” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymndl, p. 35)

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
REBUILDING HOPE NORTH CAROLINA MISSION TEAM COMMISSIONING
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING
Offertory “Dear Lord and Father” Parry
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways;
reclothe us in our rightful mind; in purer lives, thy service find, in deeper rev'rence, praise.
In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word, rise up and follow thee.
Drop thy still dews of quietness, ‘til all our strivings cease: Take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.
Breathe thro’ the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb; let flesh retire; speak thro’ the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still small voice of calm!
The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

**HYMN 343 “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” GERMANY
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing” Blackmon
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | fLatecomers seated

IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 service
are Buddy and Luanna Cambas (captains), Stephanie Currie, Bebe Marchal, Derrick Heyl, Danny Franklin, Kate Prechter, Harper
Johnson, and Nicholas White.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Nancy Davis and Beth Poe.




IN TODAY’S WORSHIP (CONT)

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Kierston Victoria Vega by the
Vega Family.

FOR FAMILIES: THE “PRAY GROUND” in Frampton Fellowship Hall is set up for families looking for a child-friendly space
to watch the service via livestream. Coloring sheets, puzzles, and books for children are there. Parents must remain with their
children in the Pray Ground.

REBUILDING HOPE NORTH CAROLINA MISSION TRIP: Today we are commissioning the following participants in
the North Carolina Mission trip March 6-10: Anderson Baker; Martha Beveridge; Sarah Chancellor-Watson; Sarah and Nina
Edgecombe; Elizabeth Favret; Carro Gardner; Bonnie and Jim Hobden; John Koch; Kelley McWhirter; Benjamin and Campbell
Morrison; Michele, Kevin, Ashlin, and Sean Murphy; Patti Pannell and John and James Dunlap; Linda Patrick; and Harriet Riley.
The group will help with rebuilding and community aid work related to the recovery efforts from Hurricane Helene in the Black
Mountain/Montreat area.

SINGLE SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY AT 8:30 AM

Please note that next sunday, March 2, we will have a single worship service at 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Sunday School will not meet and children will be asked to remain in service as childcare will not be available.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHCDL

ADULT CLASSES:

The Gospel of John | February 16 - May 18 | Land Building Riverside Room

In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels. It lacks the
Sermon on the Mount, the Lord’s Prayer, and any parables. John’s story of Jesus is theologically complex, interweaving
themes of light and darkness. He presents Jesus as originating “from heaven,” making him more divine than he appears in
the other gospels. Underscoring the conflict between those who accepted Jesus as Messiah and those who did not, this
gospel has raised intense dilemmas regarding Christianity’s view of Judaism. Today’s topic is “Testimony Concerning the
Word”, led by Larry Hamric.

Half Truths: ‘God Helps Those Who Help Themselves’... and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say

February 2 - 23 | Phifer Library

They are simple phrases. They sound Christian-like something you might find in the Bible. They are simple phrases. In this
class we compare some common Christian clichés with the wisdom found in scripture. The clichés include “Everything
happens for a reason”; “God helps those who help themselves” and others.

Please note the “Individual in the Institution” class will not meet today and will resume on March 9.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ELDER NOMINATIONS OPEN: The Nominating Committee has begun their work of discerning leaders to serve on the session
in the Elder Class of 2028, a three-year term. To learn more and to nominate someone (self-nominations welcome), please visit
scapc.org/nomination. You can also contact Libbie Reiss, chair, at libbiereiss@yahoo.com. Serving on the committee are Maureen
Herring, Emma Pegues, Sally Wimberly, Nell Lanier, Paul Curry, Pierce Young, and Jessie Bruggers.

At our Congregational Meeting last Sunday, the 2024 ANNUAL REPORT was distributed. Copies are available at the entrances
to the Sanctuary and online at scapc.org/annual-reports.

KNOW A YOUTH GROUP LOOKING FOR A SUMMER MISSION TRIP? This summer, SCAPC will host a 12th summer of
Camp RHINO. During the day, groups will work with eight of our community partners to participate in a variety of services in
the greater New Orleans area. At night after we eat dinner, our Associate Pastor will lead worship activities including scripture
reading, simulations, songs, prayer stations, and group discussions. To learn more about Camp RHINO, visit rhinonola.org or
contact us at rhino@scapc.org.

STAIR SEEKING COMMUNICATIONS & PROGRAM COORDINATOR: STAIR (Start the Adventure in Reading), a one-on-
one literacy tutoring program housed in SCAPC’s Land Building, is seeking a full-time coordinator to manage all incoming and
outgoing communications for STAIR. The job description can be found on LinkedIn. If interested, please send a cover letter and
resume to jennie@stairnola.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT will not meet for the next two weeks and will resume on March 12 with a St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration and BINGO night.

ASH WEDNESDAY IMPOSITION OF ASHES & WORSHIP SERVICE: Ash Wednesday is important and meaningful for all
Christians as this day marks the beginning of the season of Lent: a 40-day period of discipline and prayer during which we
prepare to encounter the joyful mysteries of Easter. On March 5, we will hold “Ashes on the Avenue” from 12:00-1:00 p.m. in
front of the Sanctuary. All are invited to receive ashes and participate in interactive prayer stations to remember who we are as
mortals and as those who belong to Christ in life and in death. An Ash Wednesday service will be held that evening at 5:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Beth Wren on the passing of her mother, Joan Smith Davis, who died on February 4th.
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