ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | First Sunday in Lent | February 22,2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY “Deep River” arr. Hayes
Jake Jenkins, bass-baritone
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Ben Morrison

From Bethlehem to Nazareth, from our beginning to where we are now, from the unchangeable of yesterday to the

possibilities for tomorrow,

Come, Lord Jesus.

To heal the sick, to liberate the tempted, to mend the broken-hearted, to free faith from formality,

Come, Lord Jesus.

In these days of Lent, as we look toward Easter, as we pilgrimage together,

Come, Lord Jesus.

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord our God, as the festivities of Mardi Gras have wound down and ended, as we have placed ashes on our heads and
started anew to follow your path, we give you thanks. Thank you for the routine of worship, for the rhythm of your grace, for the
direction you give our lives, and for the richness, curiosity, and joy of faith. In our worship today, may your Spirit lift our hearts,
feed our minds, and fill our souls; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*t*HYMN 819 “Be Still My Soul” FINLANDIA
*CALL TO CONFESSION Ashley Brown
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Good and gracious God, by your grace you give us what we need to do what is right with whatever power you
have entrusted to us. Forgive us, we pray, for using whatever little power we have to satisfy the demands of our
own selfishness. In Christ, you refused to leap from the temple top to save yourself. Preserve us, we pray, from
displaying our skills in order to earn adulation. In Christ, you refused to turn stones to bread, equating satisfaction
of physical needs with fulfillment in life. Forgive us for only caring about our own physical needs. Through Christ’s
selfless humility, you refused to bend the knee to a false god. Enable us, we pray, to offer our devotion to the things
that matter; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Katie Brendler
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 4:1-11
*SERMON “Beyond Temptation” Chris Currie
**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING

Offertory “The Lord Is My Light” Gramann

The Lord is my light and salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; whom shall I fear?
Teach me the way, O teach me the way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
May I dwell in the house of the Lord for all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord.
I believe that I shall see the beauty of the Lord in the land of the living.
The Chancel Choir

*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH

*Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

**HYMN 166 “Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days” ST. Fravian
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated
Annual Meeting of the Congregation

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Buddy and
Luanna Cambas (co-captains), Stephanie Currie, Danny Franklin, Derrick Heyl, Bebe Marchal, and Kate Prechter.

TODAY’'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Kenn Kneipp and Beth Poe.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES for the 10:30 service are Emilia Keene and Amelia Smith.




IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Kierston Victoria Vega by the
Vega Family.

THE WHITE ROSE has been placed in honor of the birth of Julia Katherine Perry who was born on Thursday, February 12. She
is the daughter of Sally and Brett Perry and sister of Elizabeth.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY last week were given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Elaine H. Gelpi and
Robert Merrick by Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Brinson and family.

FOR FAMILIES: THE “PRAY GROUND?” in Frampton Fellowship Hall is set up for families looking for a child-friendly space
to watch the service via livestream. Coloring sheets, puzzles, and books for children are there. Parents must remain with their
children in the Pray Ground. THE NURSERY is also open for children age 3 and below from 8:15-noon in the Bear Classroom
which is in the corner classroom on the first floor.

THE REFRESHMENTS IN FRAMPTON FELLOWSHIP HALL have been provided Donna Davis.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHODL

ADULT CLASSES:
Living Well and Dying Well
February 22-March 29 | Land Building | Led by Chris Currie and Miriam Hollar | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
Dying well means grappling with life’s big questions instead of pretending they will sort themselves out later—and no,

this isn’t a conversation just for people over 60. The truth is, thinking about death has a funny way of clarifying how we
want to live right now. In The Lost Art of Dying by L.S. Dugdale, M.D., we're reminded that learning to die better is about
learning to live better, at every age, without fear or denial. Thoughtful, honest, and surprisingly life-giving, this book
invites all of us to laugh a little, think deeply, and face what matters most—together. Join us for this Lenten-appropriate
study. Books are available on the table outside the church office.

The Gospel of Luke
February 22-May 17 | Phifer Library | Today’s class led by Don Frampton | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
While others might tell stories claiming the world is without promise, Luke presents the narrative of Jesus Christ as
good news, challenge, and hope. For Luke, this is the only story that makes sense of the past, offers guidance for the
present, and secures hope for the future.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will take place today immediately following the 10:30 service in the
Sanctuary. On the agenda will be the distribution of the Annual Report, a report of the Stewardship Campaign, presentation
of the 2026 church budget, presentation of the Congregational Nominating Committee, and approval of changes in the pastors’
terms of call. All members are encouraged to attend.

DAILY SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FOR THE SEASON OF LENT: Lent is a journey: a time for prayer, self-reflection, and sincerity,
drawing ourselves closer to God. We have compiled a list of spiritual practices you can try for each day during Lent. Let us join

together as a community of faith in our individual and collective journeys towards Easter. There are copies of the list at the
entrances to the Sanctuary, and the list can also be accessed at scapc.org/practices. If you wish to receive daily texts with
the prayer practice of the day through April 4, email hallie@scapc.org. Texts will be sent at 9 a.m. each day. You can request to
be removed from the list at any time.

THIS WEEK’S PRACTICES:
Sunday, Feb. 22 - Take a prayer walk. Thursday, Feb. 26 - Walk a labyrinth or trace a finger labyrinth.
Monday, Feb. 23 - Fast from technology. Friday, Feb. 27 - Visit a cemetery.
Tuesday, Feb. 24 - Read Psalm 23. Saturday, Feb. 28 - Pray using your body in a different way than usual.

Wednesday, Feb. 25 - Get coffec/tea with a friend. Sunday, Mar. 1 - Care for creation: pick up trash you see.

On Sunday, March 1, our 2026 LUPBERGER SERIES LECTURER, BEVERLY ROBERTS GAVENTA, will guest preach at both
the 8:30 and 10:30 services. At 9:30 a.m. she will lead a Sunday School Class, “The Size of the Gospel”, in Frampton Fellowship
Hall. Dr. Gaventa is Distinguished Professor of New Testament at Baylor University and a leading scholar on Paul’s Letter to the
Romans. On Monday, March 2, from 11 am.-12:30 p.m., Dr. Gaventa will lead a workshop, “Preaching in Romans”, in the Land
Building Lakeside Room. A light lunch will be served and reservations are not required.

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be an introduction to our 2026 Lupberger Lecturer, Dr. Beverly Roberts
Gaventa (see above). Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20
and the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be spaghetti
Bolognese, Caesar salad, roasted Brussels sprouts, garlic bread, and bread pudding. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC
app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study meets
weekly at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library for an examination of Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

SOUL TREE PLANTING: Next Saturday, February 28, from 9 am.-1 p.m., the YAF group will be planting trees in
the Little Woods neighborhood of New Orleans Fast with SOUL (Sustaining Our Urban Landscape). All church [35}
members are invited to join us. Learn more and sign up by scanning this code. Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org. [=]¢




