


St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church  •  Sunday, February 16  •  10:30 a.m.

			  Gathering
GREETING AND INTRODUCTION TO SERVICE				    Chris Hazlaris
VOLUNTARY	 “Reckless Love”	 Culver, Asbury, Jackson	
			  Chris Hazlaris, soloist; Steven Blackmon, piano	
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, adapted from Psalm 23)				    Cora Landry

The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not be left wanting.
When life is hectic,
You lead me to still waters.
When I don’t recognize myself anymore,
You restore my soul.
When I feel hopeless,
Your rod and staff will comfort me.
Surely goodness will find me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

 *PRAYER OF THE DAY by Logan Lanier	 			   Coleman Edwards
Dear God, Sometimes we wander, unsure of where we belong.
Sometimes we forget who we are—who You made us to be.
But You are always searching, always calling, always bringing us home.
In this time together, open our hearts to Your voice, to the love that never lets us go.
May we rest in the truth that no matter how lost we feel, we are always found in You. Amen.

†*HYMN 649	 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”	 Amazing Grace

			  accompaniment by Harrison Currie, cello and Corinne Currie, violin
CALL TO CONFESSION by Laeryd Rich		  		  Vivian Kane

In our everyday lives, we can find ourselves lost, our lives shrouded in sin. We need to ask for forgiveness so that we can be found by God.
Let us turn our hearts and prayers now to God in confession.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)					   
Oh Heavenly Father, in our daily lives we are constantly finding ourselves lost in sin and lost from you. Whether it be 
because of lying, gossiping, or a lack of kindness in our hearts, we constantly need your help to be found again. We ask 
you, Lord, to help guide us on the right path with mercy and compassion. With these words, bring us closer to you and 
let us be more willing to serve you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS by Emma Edgecombe 				  

When we get lost in temptation, we may feel like we never have enough, or are not enough. But no matter how badly you mess up, God 
will always forgive you. God will always love you no matter the choices you make. God’s compassion is limitless, and he will never stop 
forgiving you. Amen.

			  The Word
FOURTH GRADE BIBLES AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE				    Gigi Frankowski
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION by Blair Foss				    Mills Kehlenbach

God, we come to you today weighed down by how we can lose our way, how easy it is to feel disconnected or far from the love you call 
us to. In those moments when we feel lost, remind us that you never stop seeking us, never stop calling us back into your arms. Help us 
to be open to hearing your voice today, to feel your presence and your grace in a new way. Let your light shine through these words of 
Scripture, and let it lead us back to the truth of who you made us to be. We trust in your love, knowing that you always bring us home. 
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING I (response: Thanks be to God.)	  Luke 15:3-7	 Parker Pugh
SERMON I	 “The Lost Sheep”	 Sophia DeFraites
SCRIPTURE READING II (response: Thanks be to God.)	  Luke 15:8-10	 Corinne Currie
SERMON II	 “The Lost Coin”	 Delanie Sundmaker
SCRIPTURE READING III (response: Thanks be to God.)	  Luke 15:11-32	 Noah Kehlenbach
SERMON III	 “The Lost Son”	 Nick White



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal p. 35)		  Owen Heymann
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP				    Savannah Weiser
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE by Corinne Currie, Nina Edgecombe, and Monty Lee	 Paul and Sophia Curry

For those experiencing homelessness, in particular those who were displaced by the Superbowl in our city,
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For  those experiencing any kind of grief, may they find peace and the right support through their hard times. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For all of those in our schools who feel lonely and are looking for a healthy group of friends,
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For those that are discriminated based on their race, gender, beliefs, or their past,
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For all of us, that we may know that we are never lost causes,
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For those neighbors that we doubt, judge, and compare ourselves to, that we never forget THEY are worth God’s infinite love too,
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

THE OFFERING				  
Call to the Offering by Livie Montgomery				    Pearson Eubanks

God has blessed us abundantly, filling our lives with love and grace. In response, we bring our gifts— including our time, our talents, 
and our acts of kindness—as an offering to God. May these offerings be used to shine light in the darkness and bring hope to those 
in need. With grateful hearts, let us give joyfully and generously. 			   	

Offertory 	 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”	 Rutter
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

Each little flow’r that opens, each little bird that sings, he made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings.
The purple-headed mountain, the river running by, the sunset and the morning, that brightens up the sky;

The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, the ripe fruits in the garden, he made them ev’ry one.
He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well.

	 The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606	             “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

*Prayer of Dedication by Field Barba				    Evan Eubanks
Dear Lord, every individual here devotes aspects of their life to you in various powerful and meaningful ways. Sometimes without 
realizing it, we wander away from the true purpose of what our gifts and passions are for. But, whether it’s our money, time, energy, 
or hobbies, you remind us that our blessings and privileges have always been given to us for the betterment of your world. Accept 
these gifts as a reflection of the reckless love you show to each of us.  Amen.

			  Sending
*HYMN 69	 “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”	 Here I Am

*CHARGE AND BLESSING by Liam Carlisle 				    Arden Weiser 
As you leave church today, remember that we have to join God in helping the lost and afraid in this world. Even if they are misjudged or cast 
out, use your God-given gifts to bring them closer, just as God accepts you with full and open arms. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
___________________________________

*please stand as you are able;  † latecomers seated

In Today’s Worship

TODAY’S YOUTH USHERS are Rhys Breaux, Liam Carlisle, Sadie Duvernay, Jack Egan, William Graves, Charlie Kehlenbach, Liam Kennedy, 
Kate Knight, and Laeryd Rich; and ADULT USHERS are Buddy and Luanna Cambas (captains), Stephanie Currie, Bebe Marchal, Derrick 
Heyl, Danny Franklin, Kate Prechter, and Harper Johnson.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Elaine H. Gelpi by Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Brinson 
and Family.

FOURTH GRADERS RECEIVING THEIR BIBLES TODAY are Julianne Duvernay, Perrin Gilly, Ruth Graves, Elli Nettles, William Starr, William 
Thomas, and Wyn Ziegler.



Sunday School 9:30-10:15 AM | DETAILS AT SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHOOL

ADULT CLASSES:

New! The Gospel of John | February 16 - May 18 | Land Building Riverside Room

In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels. It lacks the Sermon on the 

Mount, the Lord’s Prayer, and any parables. John’s story of Jesus is theologically complex, interweaving themes of light and darkness. 

He presents Jesus as originating “from heaven,” making him more divine than he appears in the other gospels. Underscoring the conflict 

between those who accepted Jesus as Messiah and those who did not, this gospel has raised intense dilemmas regarding Christianity’s 

view of Judaism. Today’s introduction will be led by Michael O’Keefe.

Half Truths: ‘God Helps Those Who Help Themselves’... and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say

February 2 – 23 | Phifer Library

They are simple phrases. They sound Christian–like something you might find in the Bible. They are simple phrases. In this class we 

compare some common Christian clichés with the wisdom found in scripture. The clichés include “Everything happens for a reason”; 

“God helps those who help themselves” and others.

The Individual in the Institution: A Creative Workshop on Faith and Belonging

January 12 - April 6 | 2nd floor conference room

In this interactive class, we invite you to explore your personal faith beliefs while understanding how they align with the broader 

Presbyterian Church (USA). Today’s topic is “Holy Doubt”, led by Tyler Wheeler.

Announcements

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will be held today immediately following the 10:30 service in the Sanctuary. On 

the agenda will be the distribution of the Annual Report, a report of the Stewardship Campaign, presentation of the 2025 church budget, 

election of the congregational nominating committee, and approval of changes in the pastors terms’ of call. All members are encouraged 

to attend.

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be a presentation on Mardi Gras Indian Traditions led by SCAPC member Charles 

Duvernay. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall, and the program will begin at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, 

$5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be oven “fried” fish, corn on the cob, boiled potatoes, broccoli salad, and bread pudding. Make 

your reservation by tomorrow at 5 p.m. at scapc.org/wno or on the SCAPC app.

LIVING CHRIST, LIVING BUDDHA: Bill Troutt and Ashley Brown are hosting an interfaith conversation on the book Living Christ, Living 

Buddha written by Thich Nhat Hanh on Thursday, March 6 at 9 a.m. We will meet at PJ’s Coffee, 5432 Magazine Street. A friend of Martin 

Luther King, Thomas Merton and many influential world leaders, Buddhist Zen Master and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize Thich Nhat 

Hanh explores the life and teachings of Buddha and Christ in a warm and welcoming dialogue. You don’t have to have read the book to 

come and join in on the conversation. All are welcome!

YAK, SNACK, & READ: SPECIAL GUESTS! On Tuesday, March 18, the Yak, Snack and Read book club will discuss Ashes to Ashes, the first 

book in the Ludington-van der Berg mystery series by M.M. Lindvall. Authors Michael Lindvall and Madeline Lindvall Radman will join us 

by Zoom! We will meet at 6 p.m. in the Land Building and all are welcome. Michael and Madeline will be our Lupberger Lecture Series 

speakers, and Michael will guest preach, on Sunday, March 30. To learn more, visit scapc.org/lecture.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Megan Mazzanti and her family on the passing of her sister, Debra Pfeifer, who died in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania on February 9.
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