
	 gatheringgathering
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Ashley Brown
	 Minute for Mission: Hannah Larn, Rose Castle Foundation
VOLUNTARY			   Steven Blackmon, organ
*CALL TO WORSHIP 			   Chris Currie

On a high mountain, Jesus was transfigured,
And God said: This is my Beloved Son.
As God spoke, calling light out of darkness,
God’s glory shined in the face of Jesus Christ.
At the mountain of the Lord, bow down,
For the Lord our God is holy. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Dear God, you transform the impossible into possible. You’ve built a universe of mystery, beauty, seasons and color. A universe 

that testifies to the hidden complexity of your grand design. A design that we can only marvel and guess upon, but never truly 
understand.

You carefully weave our lives in and out of one another’s, forcing us to reconcile, build relationships, and heal from deep 
wounds. But you transform us all the same.  Let us celebrate that transformation today. Amen. 

†*HYMN 41	 “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”	 Lyons

CALL TO CONFESSION  			 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but we turn away, distracted by our own 
illusions. We confess that we speak in times where listening is required, we act in times of necessary hesitation, 
and we hesitate in times of necessary action. Forgive our mistakes. Grant us wisdom to live in your light and to 
follow in the way of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Psalm 99
SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 2 Peter 1:16-21
SERMON	 “Thoth-figuration Sunday”	 Ashley Brown
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed”

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

THE OFFERING
Offertory	 “There Is a Balm in Gilead”	 Hayes 
	 Steven Blackmon, baritone	

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
	 The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion
  	 sending	 sending

*HYMN 395	 “Blessed Jesus, At Your Word”	 Liebster Jesu

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY

*Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated
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in today’s worshipin today’s worship
HANNAH LARN, who joins us this morning, serves as the Head of Programmes at the Rose Castle Foundation where she 
oversees programmes and workshops that enable deep encounters across religious and political divides. Hannah has over a 
decade of experience working in peace and reconciliation, community facilitation, empowering groups to take action towards 
peace. Her journey has led her to the United Nations headquarters in New York, as well as Israel-Palestine, Kenya, Egypt, South 
Africa, the US, and across the UK. The Rose Castle Foundation equips faith-formed leaders to transform conflict worldwide. The 
Foundation builds sustainable peace by valuing differences and a better quality of disagreement. 

‡We often use the NICENE CREED on Sundays that we celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper because the Nicene Creed 
is the most ecumenical of our creeds, and we believe we are joining our Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and most Protestant 
churches in affirming as we partake in Christ’s body. Presbyterians believe we are one part of the one holy catholic and apostolic 
church that the Nicene Creed professes, alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ from other communions. 

TODAY’S USHERS  are Mayson Buffington and Pierce Young.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS are Beth Poe and Hans Jonassen.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Elaine H. Gelpi and Catherine 
McClelland, and Joseph and Helen Tedesco, by Bill and Helen Barnett.

announcementsannouncements

MARDI GRAS SCHEDULE: The church office will close at 2 p.m. tomorrow and will be closed for the day on Tuesday. 

ASH WEDNESDAY is important for all Christians as this day marks the beginning of the season of Lent: a 40-day period of 
discipline and prayer during which we prepare to encounter the joyful mysteries of Easter. This Wednesday we will have “Ashes 
on the Avenue” in front of the Sanctuary from 12-1 p.m. and prayer stations in the Columbarium (outside of the Sanctuary on 
State Street). All are invited to come remember who we are as mortals and as those who belong to Christ in life and in death. 
Prayer stations will reopen in the Columbarium at 5 p.m., and an Ash Wednesday service will follow at 5:30 in the Sanctuary. 
The service will be livestreamed to our YouTube page.

DAILY SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FOR THE SEASON OF LENT: Lent is a journey: a time for prayer, self-reflection, and sincerity, 
drawing ourselves closer to God. We have compiled a list of spiritual practices you can try for each day during Lent. There 
are copies of the list at the entrances to the Sanctuary, and it can also be accessed at scapc.org/lent. We will join together as a 
community of faith in our individual and collective journeys towards Easter. We hope these practices can help you find time to 
pause and connect with God, maybe in a new way.

THIS WEEK’S PRACTICES:
Wednesday, February 18 - Name what you are grateful for.
Thursday, February 19 - Send a note to someone.
Friday, February 20 - Read Psalm 1.
Saturday, February 21 - Return a favor.
Sunday, February 22 - Take a prayer walk.

There will be no WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT activities this week. WNO programming will resume on February 25 with an 
introduction to our 2026 Lupberger Lecturer, Dr. Beverly Roberts Gavento, Professor at Baylor University and a leading scholar 
on Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Information and reservations can be found at scapc.org/wno or on the SCAPC app.

SOUL TREE PLANTING: On Saturday, February 28 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., the YAF group will be planting trees in 
the Little Woods neighborhood of New Orleans East with SOUL (Sustaining Our Urban Landscape). All church 
members are invited to join us. Learn more and sign up by scanning this code. Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org.
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sunday school sunday school RESUMES NEXT SUNDAY | 9:30-10:15 AM | Details & Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school

ADULT CLASSES:
New class beginning next week: Living Well and Dying Well

February 22-March 29 | Land Building | Led by Chris Currie and Miriam Hollar
Dying well means grappling with life’s big questions instead of pretending they will sort themselves out later—and no, 
this isn’t a conversation just for people over 60. The truth is, thinking about death has a funny way of clarifying how we 
want to live right now. In The Lost Art of Dying by L.S. Dugdale, M.D., we’re reminded that learning to die better is about 
learning to live better, at every age, without fear or denial. Thoughtful, honest, and surprisingly life-giving, this book 
invites all of us to laugh a little, think deeply, and face what matters most—together. Join us for this Lenten-appropriate 
study. Books are available on the table outside the church office.

New class beginning next week: The Gospel of Luke
February 22-May 17 | Phifer Library | Led by Don Frampton, Pat Widhalm, Larry Hamric, Sandra Jenkins, Michael 
O’Keefe, Richard Ashmore, Neale Miller, Donna Ryan, and Robert Edgecombe
While others might tell stories claiming the world is without promise, Luke presents the narrative of Jesus Christ as 
good news, challenge, and hope. For Luke, this is the only story that makes sense of the past, offers guidance for the 
present, and secures hope for the future.


