ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Fifth Sunday After Epiphany | February 8, 2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, based on the Beatitudes) Judith Halverson
Those who have great spiritual needs, those who are dependent on God’s grace, those at the end of their rope,
Are called blessed by God.

Those who are content with what they have, those who are unafraid to share their vulnerability,

those who act mercifully to others,

Are graced by God.

Those who work for reconciliation, those who practice love for enemies, those who embody God’s love,

Are manifesting the kingdom of heaven in the present.

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord our God, you call us together as a Christian community to offer up our worship and praise, and to re-enter our world
ready to offer our lives as Christ’s disciples and Christ’s body in this world you so love. You have graced each of us with gifts of
the Spirit and call upon each of us to expend our gifts on behalf of the whole body. In our own time and community, enable us to
live in this world as salt, light, and leaven, by reflecting your grace, holding fast to your justice, and offering your love far beyond
our preferences and comforts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*t*HYMN 65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA
*CALL TO CONFESSION Ashley Brown
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lord our God, you know that we are called to be your church and be in the world but not of the world; forgive
us for all too often living in ways that keep us from offering our best witness to Jesus Christ. For those times we
have been too busy or too hard-hearted or too luke-warm, we ask your forgiveness.

Lord in your mercy, we bring before you those elements in our lives in need of your transforming power: that
which we misuse or neglect, that which we must let go, that which we believe is not good enough.

In your great mercy, forgive what we cannot change, amend what we are able to change, and give us hope to
become closer to that which we are in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Isaiah 58:1-9a
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN The Challenger Class
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 5:13-20
*SERMON “NaCl” Chris Currie

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from “A Declaration of Faith”, Presbyterian Church, US, 1978, excerpts from chapters 7, 10)
God sends the church into the world.
God has not taken his people out of the world, but has sent them into the world to worship God there
and serve all humankind.
We worship God in the world by standing before the Lord on behalf of all people.
Our cries for help and our songs of praise are never for ourselves alone.
Worship is no retreat from the world; it is part of our mission.

We are in the world, but not of the world.
Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people do not rest in the powers and achievements of
this world, but in the coming and hidden presence of God’s kingdom.
Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom:
To serve as he has served us; to take up our cross, risking the consequences of faithful discipleship;
to walk by faith, not by sight, to hope for what we have not seen.
**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GILORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (Hymndl, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING
Offertory “T' Will Give Thanks to You, O Lord” Ferko
I'will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all your marvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in you;
Iwill sing to your name, O Most High. The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in time of trouble,
for the needy shall not always be forgotten, and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever.
Sing praise to the Lord who dwells in Zion; proclaim to the peoples the things he has done. Alleluia.
The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

**HYMN 666 “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright” PuER NoBis NASCITUR
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “A Scottis Blyssing” Blackmon/Willcox
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Buddy and
Luanna Cambas (co-captains), Stephanie Currie, Danny Franklin, Derrick Heyl, Bebe Marchal, and Kate Prechter.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington and David Joseph.

TODAY'S ACOLYTES for the 10:30 service are Jack and Reid Wilson.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Norman and Ellen Barnett,
Catherine McClelland, and Joseph and Helen Tedesco, by Bill and Helen Barnett.

FOR FAMILIES: THE “PRAY GROUND?” in Frampton Fellowship Hall is set up for families looking for a child-friendly space
to watch the service via livestream. Coloring sheets, puzzles, and books for children are set up there. Parents must remain
with their children in the Pray Ground. THE NURSERY is also open for children age 3 and below from 8:15-noon in the Bear
Classroom which is in the corner classroom on the first floor.

TODAY’S SNACKS, to be served in Frampton Fellowship Hall following the 10:30 service, have been provided by the Challenger
Class (our 4th and 5th graders).

SINGLE SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY AT 8:30 AM

Please note that next Sunday, February 15, we will have a single worship service at 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Sunday School will not meet and children will be asked to remain in service as childcare will not be available.
The service will be livestreamed to our YouTube page.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHCDL

ADULT CILASSES:
We Believe...1700 Years with the Nicene Creed
January 4 -February 8 | Phifer Library | Led by Chris Currie | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school

Writing from the Heart: Journaling as Sacred Practice
January 4 -February 8 | 2nd floor conference room | Led by Harriet Riley

New class beginning February 22: The Art of Dying

February 22-March 29 | Land Building | Led by Chris Currie and Miriam Hollar

Dying well means grappling with life’s big questions instead of pretending they will sort themselves out later—and no,
this isn’t a conversation just for people over 60. The truth is, thinking about death has a funny way of clarifying how we
want to live right now. In The Lost Art of Dying by L.S. Dugdale, M.D., we're reminded that learning to die better is about
learning to live better, at every age, without fear or denial. Thoughtful, honest, and surprisingly life-giving, this book
invites all of us to laugh a little, think deeply, and face what matters most—together. Join us for this Lenten-appropriate
study. Books are available on the table outside the church office.

New class beginning February 22: The Gospel of Luke
February 22-May 17 | Phifer Library | Led by Don Frampton, Pat Widhalm, Larry Hamric, Sandra Jenkins, Michael
O’Keefe, Richard Ashmore, Neale Miller, Donna Ryan, and Robert Edgecombe
While others might tell stories claiming the world is without promise, Luke presents the narrative of Jesus Christ as
good news, challenge, and hope. For Luke, this is the only story that makes sense of the past, offers guidance for the
present, and secures hope for the future.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO BRING SUNDAY SNACKS: Enjoy snacks after worship? Your kids the first ones E .
out to grab a treat? Famous for your cookie recipe? Consider signing up to bring snacks for Sunday fellowship time!
Treats can be homemade or store bought and are relmbursable up to $50. Learn more and 51gn up by scanmng this

Presbyterian Women are collecting items for the PROGRAM OF HOPE HOMELESS MINISTRY during the month of February.
Requested are t-shirts (sizes L and XL), socks, and travel-size toiletries. Please bring donations to the basket by the Chapel
entrance.

THE NEEDLE ARTS GROUP will meet this afternoon from 4-6 p.m. in the Land Building Lakeside Room. If you enjoy crocheting,
knitting, sewing, cross-stitching, or any other needle arts, come join us!

YAF PARADE WATCH: Join the Young Adults and Families this Wednesday, February 11 at 6:15 p.m. outside Sophie B. Wright
School (Napoleon and St. Charles) to watch the Druids and Alla parades together! Wear your sequins, bring your drinks, and
let’s have fun together! Family friendly! Questions? Email Caitlin, caitlin@scapc.org.

growing trees in the thtle Woods nelghborhood of New Orleans East with SOUL (Sustaining Our Urban
Landscape). All church members age 16+ are invited to join us. Learn more and sign up by scanning this code.
'_ Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org.




