
	 gatheringgathering
•GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson
VOLUNTARY			   Steven Blackmon, piano
•*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			   Rick Grubb

We are here because we have heard the call of Jesus in our lives. 
We are here to challenge and support one another to rise up and follow.
We come, seeking to be moved, changed, and made whole by the Spirit of the living God. 
Let us open our hearts to the moving of the Spirit, and prepare to leave this place as true disciples of Christ.
Amen. 

•*PRAYER OF THE DAY
We thank you, O God, for calling us into your church to be your people. We have gathered, God of grace, because we have 

heard your invitation. You have reached out to us in Jesus Christ; you have touched us with your Spirit; and we have turned 
toward you, seeking to love as we have been loved. We call upon your holy name: empower us to worship and serve you, walking 
gently on this earth, through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

•†*HYMN 726	 “Will You Come and Follow Me”	 Kelvingrove

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Chris Currie	
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

You have called us, God, to live as Christ did, and we acknowledge that it is difficult to do so. We confess before 
you and to ourselves how often we fall short of Christ’s example. Instead of leaving our nets to follow you, we have 
gone after our own goals, forgetting to test them by your intention for us. We have failed to understand the needs 
of those around us and seek their good. We have relied on our own strength when we should have turned to you. 
Cleanse us and renew us, that we may know the joy of your presence and be bearers of your light, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 	  

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Isaiah 9:1-4
†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN: Presentation of First Grade Bibles		 Michele Murphy
•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Matthew 4:12-23		
•SERMON	 “The Net”	 Sarah Chancellor-Watson
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith		  	

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and 
serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. We trust in 
the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 
Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive 
to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!.” 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
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•THE OFFERING
Offertory 	 “The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon Me”	 Elgar
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor. He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; To give unto them that mourn a garland for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the 

Lord, that He might be glorified. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth: 
So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations. As the earth bringeth forth her bud. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel.
	 Meg Frazier, conducting; Steven Blackmon, piano; Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

*Prayer of Dedication
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)
	 				
			 			  sendingsending
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING AND DISSOLUTION OF A PASTORAL CALL	 Chris Currie, Sarah Chancellor-Watson
			                                                                                                 Richard Williams (Transitional Presbyter, Presbytery of South Louisiana)
					    Nathan Adams (SCAPC Clerk of Session)

(Chris) Let us pray for the saving presence of our living Lord: In your world,
Be present, Lord.
In this congregation,
Be present, Lord.
(Richard) In this community,
Be present, Lord.
In this presbytery and the whole church, 
Be present, Lord.
In the homes and hearts of all your people,
Be present, Lord.
(Sarah) Let us pray for the mercy of the Lord: for work begun, but not completed,
Lord, have mercy.
For expectations not met,
Lord, have mercy.
For wounds not healed,
Lord, have mercy.
For gifts not shared,
Lord, have mercy.
For promises not kept,
Lord, have mercy.
Let us give thanks for our journey together of Sarah’s ministry in this place: for friendships made, for joys celebrated and for 
times of nurture and growth, 
Thanks be to God. 
For wounds healed, expectations met, gifts given and promises kept,
Thanks be to God. 
For our fellowship in Jesus Christ, for the love of God, which has sustained us,
Thanks be to God. 
DISSOLUTION
(Nathan) Do you, the members and friend of St. Charles Ave Presbyterian Church, release Sarah from service as your pastor?
We do with thanks to God. 
(Richard) Do you, Sarah, recognize and accept the completion of your ministry with this congregation? 
I do with thanks to God. 

•*HYMN 543	 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”	 Green Tyler

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The session of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church has called a congregational meeting today immediately following the 10:30 service in 

the Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on Rev. Sarah Chancellor-Watson’s request that the Presbytery of South Louisiana dissolve the 
pastoral relationship between her and this congregation as of February 3, 2026 (today being her last Sunday leading worship). 



ALL ARE WELCOME TO A

Reception honoring Sarah Chancellor-Watson
IN CELEBRATION OF HER 9 ½ YEARS OF MINISTRY AT SCAPC!

-Frampton Fellowship Hall immediately following the Congregational Meeting-

Help us send Sarah and her family off with our love and blessings 
as she enters her new call at First Presbyterian Church of Richardson, Texas!

in today’s worshipin today’s worship

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Dave Mize 
(captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, and Barrett Wheeler.

TODAY’S ACOLYTES for the 10:30 service are Vivienne Bowie and Laurel Rowland.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Sarah and Robert Edgecombe.
 
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Claire Kelton Coble, Neely B. 
Coble, Jr., and Elizabeth Cloutman Gardner by Billy, Carro, Russell, and Annalee Gardner, and Cheney and Henry Holbrook.

THE WHITE ROSE IN THE SANCTUARY has been placed in honor of the birth of Elyse Claire McCleskey who was born on 
Monday, January 19. She is the daughter of Carly and Jack McCleskey and granddaughter of Monique and Bob McCleskey.

sunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-schoolsunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-school

ADULT CLASSES:
We Believe...1700 Years with the Nicene Creed

January 4 -February 8 | Phifer Library | led by Chris Currie | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school
The year just finished, 2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed. This class explores the early Trinitarian and 
Christological beliefs and the desire to reach some sense of consensus about ‘one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.’ We will 
learn why these words we declare in our oldest creed matter and affect our lives as Christians who stand in the tradition 
of the Nicene Creed. 

Writing from the Heart: Journaling as Sacred Practice
January 4 -February 8 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Harriet Riley
When the world feels chaotic and you are seeking quiet in the storm, a spiritual journal can be the best way to process 
your feelings and thoughts. A journal can also be a path to nurture your faith through interactive prayer. Using the recently 
published work, The Book of Alchemy: A Creative Practice for an Inspired Life by Suleika Jaouad, this participatory class explores 
the art of journaling as a spiritual practice.



announcementsannouncements

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be a “Hygge” night! Hygge is a Danish and Norwegian word that 
describes a cozy, contented mood. Tables will be given conversation cards from a special Hygge deck meant to foster fellowship 
and fun! Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the 
program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. We will have a soup night menu! Exact 
soups are TBD but they will most likely include lentil soup; kale, potato, leek and sausage soup; turnip soup; and beef stew, 
alongside crusty bread, roasted beets and goat cheese salad, and dessert TBD. Make your dinner reservation at scapc.org/wno 
or on the SCAPC app. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study meets 
weekly at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library for an examination of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 

YOUTH PARENTS BEER TASTING: Parents of 6th-12th grade youth are invited to the Land Building at 5 p.m. this evening, 
concurrent with the start of youth group, for a beer tasting event. Jacob Landry, youth group dad and founder/president of Urban 
South, will be hosting the event and will generously bring beverages to taste and learn about. We hope this will be a fun way for 
our parents to share fellowship while youth enjoy a night of growth and games together next door at Youth Group.

YAF PINTS SPIRITUAL ART COLLAGE WORKSHOP WITH VISITING ARTIST BETHANIE MANGIGIAN: Join us for a 
collage workshop this Wednesday, January 28, to explore the connection between art and spirituality. This guided experience 
will offer space for reflection, intention-setting, and creative expression. No experience with collage is needed. Participants are 
invited to bring a notebook if they’d like to journal as part of this practice or magazines if they have specific imagery they’d like to 
use. All other materials will be provided. Participants will leave with a meaningful piece of collage art that reflects their journey! 
Bethanie is a local collage artist and clinical social worker exploring how creativity can be a vehicle for healing. The workshop 
will take place in the Land Building, 7-8:30 p.m. Please RSVP on the SCAPC app. Questions? Contact Caitlin, caitlin@scapc.org.

YOUTH SUNDAY IS NEXT WEEK! Youth Sunday is celebrated annually at SCAPC as an opportunity for our 6th-12th graders 
to lead the congregation through all aspects of our liturgy. Our youth create all of the worship components from the prayers to 
the sermons to the hymn selections. We at SCAPC believe that youth are not just the “future of the church”, they are the church 
here and now, with God-given gifts, creative instincts, and thoughtful theological insights that we are called to honor and learn 
from. We encourage you to welcome their leadership at the 8:30 and 10:30 services with an attentive heart and open mind. 

PW BOOK CLUB: The Presbyterian Women’s Book Club meets on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Land 
Building Riverside Room, and all are welcome to join! Contact Elizabeth Artigues at artigues4@gmail.com with any questions. 
Upcoming books are:

FEBRUARY 19: Clear by Carys Davies
MARCH 19: The All of It by Jeannette Haien
APRIL 16: Mother Mary Comes to Me by Arundhati Roy

SAVE THE DATE - SCAPC STITCHERS SOIRÉE: Are you curious how the baptism cloths are created? Do you enjoy cross-
stitching? Join the Baptism Stitching Group (a.k.a. “The SCAPC Stitchers”) for a social gathering on Tuesday, March 3 in the 
Land Building from 6:00-7:30 p.m. to meet this wonderful group and learn about what we do. We will have our baptism cloths in 
hand as we enjoy one another’s company. Please contact Judith Halverson at jhalver0510@gmail.com with any questions.

CONNECT WITH SCAPC!  Download our app on the App Store (scan code to the right or search “St Charles Ave 
Presbyterian”) for events, prayer requests, recordings, volunteer opportunities, classes, and giving, as well as our 
member directory which is available to church members. Join our email list to receive weekly worship emails and 
The Quatrefoil newsletter by texting “SCAPC” to 22828. You can also sign up on our homepage at scapc.org. Find 
us on Facebook @ /scapcnola and Instagram @ /scapc_nola.


