
	 gatheringgathering
•GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson
INTROIT	 “New Year’s Mourning”	 Sarah Ruth Altman
			  If I should wake on New Year’s Day to find our streets with violence stained,
			  I will arise and weep for their fall back to the dust where come we all.
			  If you should seek to strike with fear into our hearts whose homes are here,
			  you cannot win; for this city of mine has ever light and dark intertwined.
			  If we should look through eyes of tears toward a new Carnival year,
			  our mourning breaks such holy rain even the bones shall rise again.
			  The dead shall march in our parade Where’s death’s sting? Where’s victory, oh grave?
			  Sarah Ruth Altman, soloist; The Chancel Choir
•*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, from Psalm 29)			   Christina Carlisle

The voice of the Lord thunders over the waters 
God calls us beloved.
The voice of the Lord is full of majesty, flashing forth flames of fire.
God calls us his children.
The Lord gives strength and peace to his people.  
God calls us by name. 
Let us worship the Lord in holy splendor. 

•*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, when Jesus was baptized in the Jordan the heavens opened, the Spirit descended, and your voice affirmed your 

love in Jesus for the healing of the human race and all creation. By water and word you lovingly invite us into this same life-giving 
mission. May your Spirit, moving like a stream of water flowing from its source, work in us this day to realize your vision of a 
world made new in Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.   

•†*HYMN 463	 “How Firm a Foundation”	 Foundation

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Ashley Brown	
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

God, you call us to beloved community with you and with each other. But we exclude and reject those we deem 
different. You claim us as beloved, but we turn against each other in anger and hate. You liberate us and lead us 
in Christ’s path of peace, but we build walls and invest in violent weapons and dismiss peace as impractical and 
unrealistic. Redeeming God, forgive our worldly ways. Call us and claim us once again for the work of building your 
beloved community. Amen.	  

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Isaiah 43:1-7
†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			   Miriam Hollar
•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22		
•SERMON	 “Called, Named, Claimed”	 Sarah Chancellor-Watson
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)	 Chris Currie
•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS (see third page)
•THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “Vidi Aquam”	 arr., Christiansen
	 I saw the water coming forth form the temple, on the right side, alleluia:
	 and all those to whom this water came, were saved, and shall say, alleluia.
	 Give praise to the lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever.
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
	 The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

*Prayer of Dedication
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)
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	 				 sendingsending
•*HYMN 482	 “Baptized in Water”	 Bunessan

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE	 “A Scottis Blyssing”	 Blackmon/Willcox
•*VOLUNTARY

in today’s worshipin today’s worship

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Jerry S. Hoggat, Jr. by his family.

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 service 
are Dave Mize (captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, and Barrett Wheeler. 

SERVING COMMUNION at the 8:30 service this morning are Beth Poe and Ann Van Horn.

WORSHIP WORKSHOP FOR FIRST GRADERS & PARENTS TODAY
Starting Sunday, February 2, first graders will remain in the worship service with their families after the children’s message to 
continue their Faith Journey with Jesus Christ. This may make some parents wonder how they will contain their child during the 
Big Service. We are here to help! We are offering a Worship Workshop at 10:30 a.m. today and the next two Sundays. These are 
for first grade students AND THEIR PARENT.  We will meet each week in the Frampton Fellowship Hall for a lesson which will 
include parts of the live streaming of the worship service. THIS IS DURING the 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE. The topics include 
“Why do we worship?”, “Where do we worship?” “How do we hear and thank God?”

sunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-schoolsunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-school

Adult Classes:
FREEDOM OF RELIGION IN AMERICA
Led by Richard Ashmore | January 5 – February 9 | and Building Riverside Room (recorded)
For four centuries, the United States has grappled with how best to relate church and state. This class will focus on the concept/
ideal/principle/experiment called “Freedom of Religion.” We will learn that Freedom of Religion is not a simple, long-standing, and 
well-established fact in our country. Instead, Freedom of Religion in America is a unique, wonderful, complicated, contested, and 
audacious work in progress with many historical twists and turns and an unknown future. We will explore the historical highlights 
of this highly important work in progress. Last week’s topic was “Native Americans Prior to the Arrival of the British” and today’s  
is “British Colonists Establish State Church Monopolies.” See class materials and recordings at scapc.org/class. 

THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE INSTITUTION: A CREATIVE WORKSHOP ON FAITH AND BELONGING  Begins today! 
Led by Ashley Brown and Tyler Wheeler | January 12 - April 6 | 2nd floor conference room
This interactive class invites you to explore how to identify and nurture your personal faith beliefs while understanding how they 
align with the broader Presbyterian Church (PCUSA). Drawing on diverse resources— such as our Book of Order and Book of 
Confessions to lesser known Reformed Theologians who helped shaped PCUSA theology, we will engage in a deep reflection on 
our personal journeys of faith. In this class, you are encouraged to ask questions, love your doubts, and join in thoughtful discussion. 
We will begin by composing faith statements today.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO A SITCOM WRITER  Begins today! 
January 12 – 23 | Phifer Library
You would think it strange if someone suddenly ascended into heaven, right? Reading between the lines, do we detect a touch of 
rivalry between Peter (the Rock) and John (the disciple who Jesus loved)? And surely the lack of parables in the latter’s mystical 
tome is simply crying out to be discussed! This class will playfully explore the four Gospels and be enlightening in the process.

•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated



				    ordination & installation of eldersordination & installation of elders  

PRESENTATION			  Sarah Chancellor-Watson
PASTOR:	 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.	 Galatians 3:27
PEOPLE:	 There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope of our calling. 	 Ephesians 4:4
PASTOR:	 Ed Bush, Donna Davis, Robert Edgecombe, Cathy Franklin, Gigi Frankowski, Caroline Gill, Rick Grubb, 
Jeff Mazzanti, Taylor Morison, Emma Pegues, Lorrie Powell, Andie Stagg, Allison Thomas, Bill Troutt, Caitlin Wallace-
Rowland, Arden Weiser, Savannah Weiser, and Peter Wilson, in baptism you were clothed with Christ, and are now called 
by God through the voice of the church to enter into ministries of service and 	governance, announcing in word and deed the 
good news of Jesus Christ.
PEOPLE:	 We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ, and we celebrate God’s particular call to 
our brothers and sisters.

STATEMENT ABOUT ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION		  Chris Currie

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in 
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? (I do.)
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness 
to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? (I do.)
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church 
as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 
those confessions as you lead the people of God? (I do and I will.)
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our 
confessions? (I will.)
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues 
in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? (I will.)
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the 
world? (I will.)
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? (I do.)
Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? (I will.)
Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in 
the government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love 
and justice of Jesus Christ? (I will.)

QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION		  Jill Nalty, Clerk of Session
Do we, the members of the church, accept these friends as elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to 
lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is 
the Head of the Church? We do.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
All ordained ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are invited to stand.

PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for your steadfast faithfulness to us in Jesus Christ and we give thanks that in every age 

and in every generation you have called forth leaders to serve you and you have equipped them with your gifts. You did this in 
ancient Israel, you did this through Christ and his call to the disciples, you did this in the early church, and you have done this 
in the history of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church for over 100 years. For your servants in every age, O God, and for the 
church of Jesus Christ, we give you thanks and praise.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on all who kneel and stand before you as we seek to ordain and install them to your service. Put 
your Spirit upon them and in them that they will build up this church in faith, strengthen the common life of your people with 
love, and lead us into a bright future with compassion and vision and hope. We pray that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
divine love, and the power of your Holy Spirit confirm what we do here and now; through Christ our Lord, Amen.

DECLARATION OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION CHARGE



The Elder Class of 2027

ED BUSH has been a SCAPC member for the last 44 years and has served in several roles including 
elder, deacon, elder trustee, clerk of session, and Sunday School teacher. He has been a member of 
the Community Ministry, Finance, and Global Missions Committees as well as the Synod of the Sun 
Foundation Board. Ed is married to Cindy and works as an investment advisor. In his current session 
role, Ed will serve on the Finance Committee.

DONNA DAVIS has been a SCAPC member for 30 years during which time she has led a Presbyterian 
Women’s (PW) Circle, served on the PW Board, sung in the Chancel Choir, volunteered for Program 
of Hope, and cooked for Carrollton Camp, the SCAPC Meal Train, Wednesday Night Out, and 
RHINO. Donna and her husband Dick have three adult children, Sawyer, Alan and Molly. In her 
current session role, Donna will serve on the Worship and Music Committee.

ROBERT EDGECOMBE is a lifelong SCAPC member who has served as an elder on the Community 
Ministry, Strategic Planning, and Spiritual Formation Committees. He has also served on the 
Carrollton Camp Board and taught Sunday School. Robert is a senior director at Alvarez and Maral. 
He and his wife Sarah have a daughter, Nina. In his current session role, Robert will support the clerk 
and assistant clerk of session.

CATHY FRANKLIN joined SCAPC in 2006 and has since served as an elder on the Strategic Planning 
Committee, volunteered with Eden House and Program of Hope, led the PW retreat, and taught 
Sunday School. Cathy is a professor in the Loyola School of Communication and Design. She and her 
husband Danny have two grown daughters, Claire and Casey. In her current session role, Cathy will 
serve on the Community Ministry Committee.

GIGI FRANKOWSKI is a junior in high school who will serve as a youth elder. She grew up at 
SCAPC and has participated in Vacation Bible School and the Christmas Eve service. Gigi and her 
siblings Michael and Sophie are the children of Courtney Bell and Jan Frankowski. In her current 
session role, Gigi will serve on the Community Ministry Committee.

CAROLINE GILL recently transferred to SCAPC from Trinity Presbyterian Church in Herndon, 
Virginia where she served as an elder, youth advisor, confirmation mentor, liturgist, and communion 
server. She is a human resources business partner with Coalfire Federal. In her current session role, 
Caroline will serve on the Spiritual Formation (Youth) Committee.

RICK GRUBB has been a SCAPC member for 12 years and has served as an usher and Sunday School 
teacher. He previously served as an elder at Woodland Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. Rick 
is an insurance broker and is married to Lisa Stahl with whom he has three grown children, David 
Mitchell Grubb, Adrian Gerard Grubb, and Alicia Michelle Grubb. In his current session role, Rick 
will serve on the Membership Committee.

JEFF MAZZANTI has been a SCAPC member for 20 years. He has served on the Property Committee 
for over 10 years, having chaired as an elder three times. He also served as an elder at First Baptist 
Church of Lake Village in Arkansas. Jeff is a vice president at Lanier and Associates Consulting 
Engineers. He and his wife Megan have two sons, Hudson and Turner. In his current session role, Jeff 
will continue on the Property Committee.

TAYLOR MORISON transferred to SCAPC two years ago from Central Presbyterian Church in 
Atlanta. He has taught both Vacation Bible School and Sunday School and works as an attorney. 
Taylor and his wife Doree have three children, Gardner, Pippa, and Binnie Bee. In his current session 
role, Taylor will serve on the Personnel Committee.



The Elder Class of 2027 (CONT.)

EMMA PEGUES has been a SCAPC member for 12 years during which time she has served as the 
Carrollton Camp Director and RHINO Director, also volunteering in the nursery, teaching Sunday 
School, and serving on the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. Emma works in post-sales 
revenue generation for a tech start-up. She and her husband Matthew have two sons, Reed and 
Calhoun. In her current session role, she will serve on the Leadership Development Committee.

LORRIE POWELL transferred to SCAPC three years ago from St. John Presbyterian Church in San 
Francisco and is currently serving as the PW Missions Coordinator. Lorrie is a nurse researcher in 
cancer survivorship and is a retired university professor. In her current session role, she will serve on 
the Global Ministry Committee.

ANDIE STAGG has been a SCAPC member for 12 years and has taught Sunday School as well as 
serving as a Children’s Message presenter. She is the business development manager for Flexport.
org, a freight forwarder for humanitarian aid cargo. Andie and her husband David have two children, 
Elliott and Griffin. In her current session role, she will serve on the Spiritual Formation (Children) 
Committee.

ALLISON THOMAS has been a SCAPC member for 30 years during which time she has taught 
both Sunday School and Vacation Bible School and served on the Personnel Committee. She is an art 
teacher at St. Martin’s Episcopal School. Allison and her husband Wes have three sons, Griff, Jake, 
and William. In her current session role, she will serve on the Congregational Care Committee.

BILL TROUTT joined SCAPC seven years ago, having transferred from Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church in Memphis, and has served as an adult Sunday School teacher. Bill is now retired, and he 
and his wife Carole have two grown children, Carole Ann and Jack. In his current session role, he will 
serve on the Spiritual Formation (Adult) Committee.

CAITLIN WALLACE-ROWLAND has been actively involved at SCAPC since she served on the staff 
as Web & Publications Coordinator from 2013-2016 and again as Special Publications Coordinator 
from 2019-2021. She is a regular participant in YAF and has led PINTS discussions. Caitlin is an artist 
and textile designer. She and her husband Drew have two daughters, Laurel and Lilla. In her current 
session role, she will serve on the Congregational Life Committee.

ARDEN WEISER is a junior in high school who will serve as a youth elder. A lifelong SCAPC 
member, Arden has always been active in Sunday School, choirs, and other youth activities including 
youth group, retreats, Bible study, and service saturdays. She has also served as a volunteer with 
Vacation Bible School. Arden and her sister Savannah are the daughters of April and David Weiser. 
In her current session role, Arden will serve on the Congregational Life Committee.

SAVANNAH WEISER is a junior in high school who will serve as a youth elder. A lifelong SCAPC 
member, Savannah has always been active in Sunday School, choirs, and other youth activities 
including youth group, retreats, Bible study, and service saturdays. She has also served as a volunteer 
with Vacation Bible School. Savannah and her sister Arden are the daughters of April and David 
Weiser. In her current session role, Savannah will serve on the Community Ministry Committee.

PETER WILSON joined SCAPC in 2018. He is an ordained elder and has served as an usher as well 
as a member of the Stewardship and Personnel Committees. Peter is a retired executive of Barriere 
Construction Company. He and his wife Lisa have three sons, Matthew, Andrew, and Peter Jr., as 
well as eight grandchildren. In his current session role, he will serve on the Stewardship Committee.



announcementsannouncements

FOLLOW YOUR STAR: It is a prayer practice in churches all over the world to give people an individual star word at Epiphany, 
which we celebrated in worship last Sunday. Star words can be used as a form of guidance, prayer, and connection to God’s presence 
in your daily life. If you were unable to pick up a star Sunday, you can email Ashley Brown and she will send you one, or you can pick 
one up on the table outside of the Chapel.

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH CHOIRS REHEARSALS RESUME TODAY! Children’s Choir I for 3-year-olds through Kindergarten 
meet from 11:45-12:15 in the Learning Center on the 2nd floor with Peggy Crain directing. Children’s Choir II for Grades 1-5 meets 
from 11:45-12:15 in the Choir Room on the 3rd floor with Betsy Uschkrat directing. Ringers & Singers (bell choir and singing) for 
Grades 6-12 meet from 12:15-12:45 in the Choir Room on the 3rd floor with Peggy Crain directing. 

INTERESTED IN A MISSION TRIP TO NORTH CAROLINA? SCAPC RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New 
Orleans) is planning a mission trip to western North Carolina to help in the continued recovery and rebuilding 
efforts to that area following the devastation of Hurricane Helene back in October. Trip details are still coming 
together and will be shared very soon, but if you are interested in serving, please take the poll at scapc.org/relief 
(code at right) or on the SCAPC app under events and let us know which dates you would be able to join us. For 
further questions and inquiries, please email Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org.

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program we will be a Martin Luther King Remembrance. Join us as Judge Sandra 
Cabrina Jenkins shares a glimpse of Dr. King’s life and legacy to commemorate his 96th birthday. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in 
Frampton Fellowship Hall, and the program will begin at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the 
menu will be chicken and sausage jambalaya, Cajun shrimp salad, sweet potato casserole, steamed broccoli, bread, and pecan pie à 
la mode. Make your reservation by tomorrow at 5 p.m. on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno.

BORDERLANDS EXPERIENCE TRIP PRESENTATION - JANUARY 26, 5 PM, LAND BUILDING: Join us for dinner and an 
engaging presentation on the Borderlands Trip recently undertaken by members of the congregation. We’ll discuss the things we 
saw and experienced in and around McAllen, Texas at the US/Mexico border, what we learned, and the implications for us as a faith 
community. Please RSVP to Pastor Sarah at sarah@scapc.org by January 24.

Presbyterian Women are collecting OVER-THE-COUNTER PEDIATRIC MEDICATIONS in pill form for the month of January, 
including pain relief and cold/flu drugs, vitamins (no gummies or liquids, please), etc., for the SCAPC team travelling to our sister 
churches in Cardenas, Cuba next month. There is a wicker donation basket in the foyer of the State Street entrance of the church 
where the donations can be placed.

SIGN UP TO BRING SUNDAY SNACKS: The Congregational Life Committee is seeking volunteers to provide 
refreshments for the congregation after the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services on Sundays. Refreshments can be small 
bites, homemade or store-bought cookies, finger sandwiches, muffins, granola bars, etc. for which the church can 
reimburse up to $50. We ask that refreshments be delivered, plated and ready to go, to Frampton Fellowship Hall 
by 9:00 a.m. on Sundays. Sign up at scapc.org/volunteer (code at right) or on the SCAPC app under events.

This week, the SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY WOMEN group began a study of the book Nine Essential Things I’ve Learned About Life by 
Harold S. Kushner. Weekly meetings are held on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Land Building and all are welcome. Contact Beth 
Poe (bethpoe@tulane.edu) with any questions.

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB meets this Thursday, January 16 at 5:30 p.m. in the Land Building. Our book for 
January is Margo’s Got Money Troubles by Rufi Thorpe. Coming up, our February selection is The Safekeep by Yael van der Wouden. The 
Book Club meets monthly on third Thursdays. Contact Elizabeth Artigues (artigues4@gmail.com) with any questions.

YAF TRIVIA NIGHT: YAF (Young Adults & Families) will have a Trivia Night at Port Orleans, 4124 Tchoupitoulas Street, this 
Thursday, January 16. We will meet there at 6:45 p.m. and trivia will run 7:00-9:30. Please email tyler@scapc.org if you plan to 
attend.

THE 40/50’S YAK, SNACK & READ BOOK CLUB will meet on Monday, February 3 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Land Building. 
Our book is James by Percival Everett. It is described as “a brilliant, action-packed reimagining of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, both 
harrowing and darkly humorous, told from the enslaved Jim’s point of view.”



page



S t .  C h a r l e s   A v e n u e   P r e s b y t e r i a n   C h u r c hS t .  C h a r l e s   A v e n u e   P r e s b y t e r i a n   C h u r c h
1545 STATE STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70118  ·  504-897-0101

WWW.SCAPC.ORG  ·  FACEBOOK: /SCAPCNOLA  ·  INSTAGRAM: SCAPC_NOLA


