
	 gatheringgathering
•WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			   Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY			   Steven Blackmon, piano
•*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)			   Gillian Egan

To Pharisees minding their business, to fishermen mending their nets,
Follow me!
To money-handlers and tax collectors, to lawyers and intellectuals, to power-brokers and influencers,
Follow me!
To day laborers and cleaners, to married and single, young and old, country folk and city dwellers,
Follow me!
Then and now, together and apart, willing or doubting, ready or not, Jesus calls out to us,
Follow me!

•*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord our God, you have fearfully and wonderfully made us. You have planted in us different gifts, and no two of us are the 

same. On our own we may or may not shine, but together, in your company, our collective whole is greater than the sum of all 
our parts. In our worship and prayers, in our silence and our song, make this time and place a holy gathering, a sacred space, an 
arena of your grace, and a place where you draw us to yourself; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

•†*HYMN 69	 “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”	 Here I Am

•CALL TO CONFESSION 			   Sarah Chancellor-Watson	
•PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Mighty and merciful God, you have called us to be your people and claimed us for the service of Jesus Christ. 
We confess that we do not live up to our calling. We live as timid and frightened disciples, forgetful of the power 
of your presence and the strength of your Spirit. 

O Lord our God, forgive our foolish and sinful ways. As you have chosen us and claimed us in baptism, strengthen 
us anew to choose Christ’s way among the choices available to us. And give us your Holy Spirit that each one in 
ministry may be provided with all the gifts of grace needed to fulfill our common calling in Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in whose name we pray, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE	 Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.	 Blackmon
•ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 		 the wordthe word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)		   	 Matthew 3:13-17
†MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN			   Matt McCann
•SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)			   Acts 10:34-48		
•SERMON	 “More Is Always Possible”	 Chris Currie
•*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (unison, Hymnal, p. 35)	 Ashley Brown
•*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581	 “Glory Be to the Father”	 Gloria Patri

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS (see third page)
•THE OFFERING

Offertory 	 “Giver of Every Perfect Gift”	 Scott
	 Giver of every perfect gift, you shape my life from womb to grave. Reveal your good and gracious will that plants me in this time and place. 
	 Display the gifts assigned to me. Make them a witness to your name.
	 You planned and know the gifts I have; Creator God, from you they come, unique and special, from your heart, intended for a chosen role. 
	 Thrill me to find and recognize the talents only you can give.
	 Revealing Word, sent Son of God, proclaimer of the kingdom’s dawn, it is for you, because of you, that every talent is bestowed. 
	 You have a part for me to fill, a purpose for this life of mine.
	 Enabling Spirit, gift of gifts, empower me, stir up my faith, make me an instrument of grace, of mercy, blessing, peace, and joy. 
	 Let me not miss another day in seeing what your gifts can do.
	 The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606	 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 Old Hundredth

*Prayer of Dedication
•SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

Morning Worship | Baptism of the Lord | January 11, 2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church



	 				 sendingsending
•*HYMN 774	 “There Is Now a New Creation”	 Stuttgart

•*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*CHORAL RESPONSE	 “An Irish Blessing”	 Blackmon
•*VOLUNTARY

•8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated

in today’s worship in today’s worship 

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Dave Mize 
(captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, and Barrett Wheeler.

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Kristin Guidry and Michael O’Keefe.

TODAY’S ACOLYTES are Alice and Reese Granade. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Jerry S. Hoggatt, Jr. by his family.

 sunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-schoolsunday school for all ages  •  9:30 am  •  scapc.org/sunday-school

ADULT CLASSES:
We Believe...1700 Years with the Nicene Creed

January 4 -February 8 | Phifer Library | led by Chris Currie | recordings posted at scapc.org/sunday-school
The year just finished, 2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed. This class will explore the early Trinitarian 
and Christological beliefs and the desire to reach some sense of consensus about ‘one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,’ 
why these words we declare in our oldest creed matter and affect our lives as Christians who stand in the tradition of the 
Nicene Creed. Christianity is more than a set of doctrines or laundry list of beliefs, but Christianity without theological 
reflection on who God is leads us to turn faith into a project or an individual à la carte religious experience with no 
shared convictions or collective faith. How we live, whatever our faith, is shaped by what we believe. This class will try 
to highlight the theology, history, and the important role the Nicene Creed plays in shaping our collective faith. 

Writing from the Heart: Journaling as Sacred Practice
January 4 -February 8 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Harriet Riley
When the world feels chaotic and you are seeking quiet in the storm, a spiritual journal can be the best way to process 
feelings and thoughts. A journal can also be a path to nurture your faith through interactive prayer. Using the recently 
published The Book of Alchemy: A Creative Practice for an Inspired Life by Suleika Jaouad, this six-week class will explore the 
art of journaling as a spiritual practice.  This participatory class will inspire individuals through guided prompts to start 
their own spiritual journal or renew their own writing practice.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL (grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Room on the 3rd floor.

THE CHALLENGER CLASS (grades 4-5) meets on the 2nd floor where students can explore their faith, ask questions, and 
begin to verbalize what they believe. This year’s class topics include Pentecost, the Ascension, Be Kind Workshop, Prayer and 
Worship, and the Apostle’s Creed.

THREE-YEAR-OLDS THROUGH 3RD GRADERS gather by age group for classes that focus on hands-on learning. They are 
divided into three groups: 3 years-PreK, Kindergarten-1st grade, and 2nd-3rd grade, all meeting in rooms on the 2nd floor. They 
engage in Bible stories through activities, interactive games, and creative crafts. 

THE NURSERY for children ages 0-3 is open in the Bear Classroom which is the corner classroom on the first floor.



				    ordination & installation of eldersordination & installation of elders  

PRESENTATION			  Sarah Chancellor-Watson
PASTOR:	 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.	 Galatians 3:27
PEOPLE:	 There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope of our calling. 	 Ephesians 4:4
PASTOR:	 Michelle Baker, Marshall Barnett, Brittany Colson, Harrison Currie, Lacy Edgecombe, Randy Evans, Lauren Fish, 
David Joseph, Jen Keene, Amy Kehlenbach, Matt McCann, Kelley McWhirter, Ben Morrison, Julie Nice, Mike Pugh, Ethan 
Rault, and Camille Zander, in baptism you were clothed with Christ, and are now called by God through the voice of the 
church to enter into ministries of service and 	governance, announcing in word and deed the good news of Jesus Christ.
PEOPLE:	 We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ, and we celebrate God’s particular call to 
our brothers and sisters.

STATEMENT ABOUT ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION		  Chris Currie

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in 
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? (I do.)
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness 
to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? (I do.)
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church 
as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 
those confessions as you lead the people of God? (I do and I will.)
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our 
confessions? (I will.)
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues 
in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? (I will.)
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the 
world? (I will.)
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? (I do.)
Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? (I will.)
Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in 
the government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love 
and justice of Jesus Christ? (I will.)

QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION		  Nathan Adams, Clerk of Session
Do we, the members of the church, accept these friends as elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to 
lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is 
the Head of the Church? We do.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
All ordained ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are invited to stand.

PRAYER OF ORDINATION
Eternal God, we give you thanks for your steadfast faithfulness to us in Jesus Christ and we give thanks that in every age 

and in every generation you have called forth leaders to serve you and you have equipped them with your gifts. You did this in 
ancient Israel, you did this through Christ and his call to the disciples, you did this in the early church, and you have done this 
in the history of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church for over 100 years. For your servants in every age, O God, and for the 
church of Jesus Christ, we give you thanks and praise.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on all who kneel and stand before you as we seek to ordain and install them to your service. Put 
your Spirit upon them and in them that they will build up this church in faith, strengthen the common life of your people with 
love, and lead us into a bright future with compassion and vision and hope. We pray that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
divine love, and the power of your Holy Spirit confirm what we do here and now; through Christ our Lord, Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison, Hymnal, p. 35) 

DECLARATION OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION CHARGE



The Elder Class of 2028
MICHELLE BAKER has been a SCAPC member for 34 years and has served as the Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) Director, Moderator of Presbyterian Women (PW), PW Retreat Leader, and Sunday 
School teacher. As an ordained elder, she has chaired the Global Ministry and Congregational Care 
Committees. She and her husband Anderson have two grown daughters, Carolyn Baker and Lindsey 
Baker Cappelmann. Michelle will serve on the Spiritual Formation Committee for Adults.

MARSHALL BARNETT has been a SCAPC member for 25 years having previously been a member 
at First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, TN. Marshall is a banker with JP Morgan Private Bank. He 
and his wife Arden have three children, Myles (19), Louis (17), and Elise (15). Marshall will serve on 
the Finance Committee.

BRITTANY COLSON has been a SCAPC member for two years and has served in both children’s 
and youth ministry. She has worked in community development for 15 years and currently works 
for a senior care company. Brittany will serve on the Community Ministry Committee.

HARRISON CURRIE was confirmed at SCAPC in 2023. He is an active participant in the youth 
program and is a member of the Ringers & Singers choir. Harrison attends Benjamin Franklin High 
School and is the son of Stephanie and Chris Currie and the brother of Thomas and Corinne. He will 
serve as a youth elder this year.

LACY EDGECOMBE has attended SCAPC since 2008 during which time she has served as a 
Sunday School teacher, chaired PW Simple Elegance, and volunteered with the Program of Hope 
homeless ministry. Lacy teaches pilates and has two daughters, Emma (age 13) and Caroline (age 8) 
with her husband Hardie. She will serve on the Congregational Care Committee.

RANDY EVANS has been a SCAPC member for 31 years and is an ordained elder having served 
twice on the SCAPC session and as an elder trustee. He has served on the Worship and Music and 
Personnel Committees, taught Sunday School, and ushered. Randy works as an attorney and will 
assist the Clerk of Session this year.

LAUREN FISH was confirmed at SCAPC in 2023 and served as a youth group grade leader. She is a 
student at Mount Carmel Academy and is the daughter of Helen and Brian Fish and sister of Brian 
Jr. and Travis. Lauren will serve as a youth elder this year.

DAVID JOSEPH is a lifelong member of SCAPC. He works as a surety bond broker and has two 
children, Tucker (20) and Kendall (19), with his wife Wendy. David will serve on the Personnel 
Committee.

JEN KEENE joined SCAPC in 2023 and serves as a Sunday School teacher. She is the Community 
Outreach Coordinator at STAIR (Start the Adventure in Reading), one of SCAPC’s community 
ministry partners. She and her husband Chris have a daughter Emilia (6). Jen will serve on the 
Congregational Life Committee.



The Elder Class of 2028 (CONT.)

AMY KEHLENBACH joined SCAPC in 2023 and has chaired the PW Easter Egg Hunt and served 
on the Wednesday Night Out (WNO) Kitchen Krewe. In her previous church membership she 
has served as group leader for Bible Study Fellowship, marketplace coordinator for VBS, and youth 
teacher and host. She and her husband Keven have three children, Noah (18), Charlie (16), and Mills 
(15). Amy will serve on the Spiritual Formation Committee for Youth.

MATT MCCANN joined SCAPC in 2022 and is a longtime singer/soloist in the Chancel Choir. 
A chef/baker by profession, Matt is Chef of the WNO Kitchen Krewe. He has also taught Sunday 
School and served as an altar boy. He will serve on the Worship and Music Committee.

KELLEY MCWHIRTER joined SCAPC in 2008 and is an ordained elder having served on the 
SCAPC Session once before. He has volunteered as an usher and as a mission trip participant. Kelley 
is a reimbursement manager at AbbVie and is married to Laura. He will serve on the Global Ministry 
Committee.

BEN MORRISON is a lifelong member of SCAPC and was previously ordained as a youth elder. He 
has volunteered with VBS, Carrollton Camp, and the Meal Train, and has been both a Youth Group 
leader and Camp RHINO leader. He is the Annual Fund Manager at Audubon Nature Institute. Ben 
will serve on the Stewardship Committee.

JULIE NICE joined SCAPC in 2006 and is an ordained elder, having served three times on the 
SCAPC Session. She is a Chancel Choir member, Sunday School teacher, and PW Justice and Peace 
Coordinator. During the pandemic, Julie led the “music services” at Lambeth House. She is retired, 
having been a non-profit organization consultant, and she is married to Herbert Larson. Julie will 
serve on the Leadership Development Committee.

MIKE PUGH has been a SCAPC member for 21 years and is an ordained elder having served on the 
SCAPC Session once before. Mike has served on the Carrollton Camp Board, Property Committee, 
Membership Involvement Committee, Long Range Planning Task Force, and as a Youth Group 
supporter. He is the President and CEO of Royal Engineering. He and his wife Mary Dawn have 
two sons, Boyd (20) and Parker (16). Mike will serve on the Property Committee.

ETHAN RAULT joined SCAPC in 2016 and has served on the Young Adults & Families (YAF) 
Leadership Committee and the Strategic Planning Committee. He has also taught Pre-K Sunday 
School. Ethan is a physician at the VA Medical Center. He and his wife Bria have three daughters, 
Frances (5), Camille (3), and Eleanor (1). Ethan will serve on the Spiritual Formation Committee 
for Children.

CAMILLE ZANDER has been a SCAPC member for 20 years and has chaired the White Gift ministry, 
chaired PW Simple Elegance, taught children’s Sunday School, and volunteered as a youth group 
parent. She has served on the Congregational Care, Nominating, and Membership Committees. On 
the SCAPC staff, she is the Membership Coordinator and Assistant to the Associate Pastor. She and 
her husband Scott have a daughter Ava (19). Camille will serve on the Membership Commmittee.



announcementsannouncements

FOLLOW YOUR STAR: Star words are a prayer practice in churches all over the world to give people an individual guiding 
word for the year at Epiphany. If you missed the opportunity to pick up a star during worship last Sunday, feel free to pick one 
up on the table outside of the Chapel. 

VOLUNTEER IN THE NEW YEAR! Are you searching for a way to put your unique talents to use through the ministry of the 
church? We have several opportunities to serve those both within and beyond our church community. Find your fit on our volunteer 
webpage: scapc.org/volunteer. Current needs include volunteering with our Aden Program for Elder Care on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays; participating in Sunday worship as an usher, liturgist, or children’s message presenter; volunteering with Okra Abbey 
(see announcement below); serving as a STAIR reading tutor; preparing Sunday morning refreshments; joining the Wednesday 
Night Out Kitchen Krewe; teaching Sunday School; assisting with our Flower Outreach Ministry; serving on the RHINO Disaster 
Response Team (see announcement below); and joining our Meal Train sign-up.

A WORSHIP WORKSHOP FOR FIRST GRADERS & PARENTS is taking place today and for the next two Sundays, January 
18 and 25. Worship is the gathering in God’s presence in a special way that we don’t do the rest of the week. This workshop will 
show the parts of the service, how to actively listen, and ways to participate in the service. Today, parents of first graders 
are requested to attend a SPECIAL Parenting in the Pew Meeting from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Learning Center on the 
second floor. The Parenting In the Pew class will discuss what is expected of parents and children as they grow in their faith and 
what it means to engage in corporate worship. Workshop classes, led by Michele Murphy, will meet at 10:30 a.m. in Frampton 
Fellowship Hall. The workshop will conclude with a presentation of first grade bibles during the 10:30 service on January 25. All 
children and adults are encouraged to attend Sunday School classes at 9:30 a.m. 

6TH-12TH GRADERS: Interested in getting involved with SCAPC’s youth group—a safe, joyful, theologically healthy space for 
youth from across New Orleans to build connections and learn about the love of God? Youth Group starts back tonight from 5-7:30 
p.m. in the 3rd floor youth room (dinner provided) and will be happening every Sunday in January at the same time and place. For 
questions, contact our Director of Youth and Young Adults at chrishazlaris@scapc.org.

THE THURSDAY THEOLOGY GROUP has begun a new study on Why I Am A Protestant by Beth Felker Jones.  Books are available 
on Amazon and through your local independent book store. Weekly meetings are held on Thursdays at 12:15 in the second floor 
conference room. Feel free to bring a lunch! For details, please visit scapc.org/theology. 

Last Wednesday, the SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY WOMEN GROUP began a study of The Wisdom Jesus: Transforming Heart and Mind—A 
New Perspective on Christ and His Message, by Cynthia Bourgeault. Weekly meetings are held on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Land 
Building. Contact Beth Poe at bethpoe@tulane.edu with any questions.

OKRA ABBEY GRACE & GREENS VOLUNTEER LUNCH SERVERS NEEDED: Presbyterian Women are seeking volunteers 
to mix a salad (ingredients provided) for Okra Abbey’s Grace and Greens lunch this Wednesday, January 14 at 11:30 a.m., as well 
as to assist with slicing and serving a pound cake. The famous Presbyterian Women “Ten Cans of Soup” recipe will feed 45-50 
people! Come start the New Year by helping your neighbor. Experience the fulfillment of investing an hour in community service 
with this important ministry. Okra Abbey, which is one of our community ministry partners, is located on the corner of Hickory 
and Eagle Streets. Please let Kathy Randall know if you can help, kathyrandall7070@gmail.com.   

This week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT program will be a presentation by SCAPC member Sandra Jenkins on Gospel 
Music of the Civil Rights Movement. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will 
take place at 6:20 and the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu 
will be BBQ ribs, broccoli salad with bacon, roasted root vegetables, mac and cheese, and pecan bars. Make your dinner reservation 
on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close on tomorrow at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led 
Bible study meets weekly at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Libraby for an examination of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 

YAF TRIVIA NIGHT!  Join the Young Adults & Families (adults-only) for Trivia night at Skeeta Hawk Brewing (455 N. 
Dorgenois St.) at 7 p.m. this Thursday, January 15. Come to play or just to hang out! Questions, Caitlin@scapc.org.



LAW CAMPS “LISTENING & HEARING” TOUR: Please join Judge Sandra Jenkins this Saturday morning, January 17, from 9-11 
a.m. in the Land Building for a Listening & Hearing Tour (L&H) as she introduces her Law Camps. Various professionals in the 
fields of law, mental health, community organization, and social justice have been invited to come identify the subjects of most 
interest to their communities pertaining to civics, policy making, judicial process, etc. The L&H is designed to serve as a period 
of dialogue, laughter, and learning from each other as we embrace the healing power in pausing to breathe, to listen and to hear.  
We will enjoy coffee, tea, and sweets as we listen and hear.

Did you know that our pastors’ SERMON TRANSCRIPTS are available in printed form on the rack in Frampton Fellowship Hall 
and online at scapc.org/sermon-transcripts? Enjoy and share!

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to SCAPC Nursery School Director Keflyn Fransen and her family on the passing of her father, J. 
Keefe Hecker, who died on December 27.

announcements (cont.)announcements (cont.)
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