ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Epiphany | January 5, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Vivian Kane

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

The light has shined on the nations and every corner of the earth.

The true light that enlightens every person is coming into the world.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only

Son from the Father.

The Lord is our light and our salvation. We shall not fear.

In the year ahead, may we better follow and better reflect the light of the world, Jesus Christ.

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord and our God, as we gather for worship, fill us with your spirit. Soften our hearts that we may discern your ways. Fill
us with your light here and now and hereafter, that we may follow in the way of Jesus Christ our Lord and offer you our worship
and praise, Amen.

*t*HYMN 141 “On This Day Earth Shall Ring” PERSONENT HoDIE
*CALL TO CONFESSION Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Good and gracious God, we confess that our hopes for a new year and new start are already overshadowed
by the tragic violence and acts of terrorism in our community. We pray for those who have lost loved ones and
family members due to this act. We pray for those who care for others and help save lives in the aftermath. We
also pray for those who perpetuate such acts of violence in the name of a distorted ideology. Save us from our own
propensities and distortions.

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray that you will help us to live lives of courage and faithfulness in
times of joy and in times of sorrow. Move us beyond looking out for our own interests and help us to live in this
world as repairers of the breach, each in our own ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Isaiah 60:1-6
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 2:1-12
*SERMON “Shine On” Chris Currie

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed” (unison)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GILORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
*THE OFFERING

Offertory “A Star Shall Rise Up Out of Jacob” Mendelssohn

A star shall rise up out of Jacob, and a scepter shall come out of Israel and dash in pieces princes and nations.
As bright the star of morning gleams, so Jesus sheddeth glorious beams of light and consolation!
Thy word, O Lord, radiance darting, truth imparting, gives salvation; thine be praise and adoration!
The Chancel Choir
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People (as you come forward for communion, you may pick up a star word)
Prayer after Communion

SENDING

**HYMN 150 “As with Gladness Men of Old” Dix
**CHARGE AND BLESSING

*CHORAL RESPONSE “An Irish Blessing” Blackmon
**VOLUNTARY

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

STAR WORDS: It is a prayer practice in churches all over the world to give people a star word at Epiphany. There are many reasons
behind this tradition. First, we know that the Magi followed a star, which ultimately led them to Jesus. Therefore, we too use all
the resources we have available to us—including creative prayer practices and intention words for the new year—to move closer to
Jesus. Secondly, we trust that God uses multiple ways to guide us and speak to us. Star words are one such lens that might provide
us with a way to look for God in our midst, both actively and in hindsight. Finally, we know that the most common prayer practice
for many involves speaking to God as opposed to silence or contemplation. However, this prayer practice invites a new prayer
rhythm of reflection and review and that can be a powerful new way to connect with God. You are invited to pick up a “star” this
morning as you come forward for communion. If someone you know could not attend worship today but would still like a
star word, they can email Ashley Brown (ashley@scapc.org) and she will send them one.

We use the NICENE CREED on Sundays that we celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at both services because the Nicene
Creed is the most ecumenical of our creeds, and we believe we are joining our Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and most
Protestant churches in affirming as we partake in Christ’s body. Presbyterians believe we are one part of the one holy catholic and
apostolic church that the Nicene Creed professes, alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ from other communions.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Freeman
by Mr. and Mrs. Philip Woolham.

THE WHITE ROSE has been placed in honor of the birth of Oscar Valentine Franke, son of Jane Winslow and Patrick Franke.

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHAPEL are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Abby Shaw Nalty as we celebrate the
day of her birth, January 6, by Jill, Layne, and M.E. Nalty.

TODAY’S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 service are Laura Avery, Terry
Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, and Barrett Wheeler.

SERVING COMMUNION at the 8:30 service this morning are Nancy Davis and Beth Poe, and for the 10:30 service are Helen
Barnett, Karen Donaldson, Gillian Egan, and Tyler Wheeler.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHODL

ADULT CLASSES

Beginning today! Freedom of Religion in America | led by Richard Ashmore | January 5 — February 9

Land Building Riverside Room (recorded)

For four centuries, the United States has grappled with how best to relate church and state. This class will focus on the concept/
ideal/principle/experiment called “Freedom of Religion.” We will learn that Freedom of Religion is not a simple, long-standing, and
well-established fact in our country. Instead, Freedom of Religion in America is a unique, wonderful, complicated, contested, and
audacious work in progress with many historical twists and turns and an unknown future. We will explore the historical highlights
of this highly important work in progress.

The Gospel According to a Sitcom Writer | January 12 - 23 | Phifer Library

You would think it strange if someone suddenly ascended into heaven, right? Reading between the lines, do we detect a touch of
rivalry between Peter (the Rock) and John (the disciple who Jesus loved)? And surely the lack of parables in the latter’s mystical
tome is simply crying out to be discussed! This class will playfully explore the four Gospels and be enlightened in the process.

The Individual in the Institution: A Creative Workshop on Faith and Belonging led by Ashley Brown and Tyler Wheeler
January 12 - April 6 | 2nd floor conference room

This interactive class invites you to explore how to identify and nurture your personal faith beliefs while understanding how they
align with the broader Presbyterian Church (PCUSA). Drawing on diverse resources— such as our Book of Order and Book of
Confessions to lesser known Reformed Theologians who helped shaped PCUSA theology, we will engage in a deep reflection on
our personal journeys of faith. In this class, you are encouraged to ask questions, love your doubts, and join in thoughtful discussion.

COMBINED CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY
Children 3-years-old through 5th grade are invited to Frampton Fellowship Hall at 9:30 this morning for an Epiphany class.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Are you searching for a way to put your unique talents to use through the ministry of the church?
In a few minutes, you can take our Ministry Match Survey and find opportunities personalized for you here at SCAPC and in the
communities we serve. Take the survey on our SCAPC app (under Events) or at scapc.org/volunteer.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT resumes this week! For our program we will be creating our own 2025 Prayer Boards-constructing
personal visual prayers for the year ahead that can be taped to mirrors, placed in bibles, or put on fridges. Please bring old
magazines! Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall, and prayer boards will begin at 6:30. The cost for dinner
is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be grilled pork chops, collard greens, cornbread, salad, fruit, and chocolate
mousse. Make your reservation by tomorrow at 5 p.m. on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno.

YAF TRIVIA NIGHT: YAF (Young Adults & Families) will have a Trivia Night at Port Orleans (4124 Tchoupitoulas St.) on
Thursday, January 16. We will meet there at 6:45 p.m. and trivia will run 7:00-9:30.

HELP YOURSELF TO A POINSETTIA! Poinsettias that adorned our Sanctuary during the season of Advent are available
in Frampton Fellowship Hall for anyone who wishes to bring one home.
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