ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Second Sunday After Christmas | January 4, 2026 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, piano
**CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God,
Gather us, Lord God.

Object of the Magi’s search, Mary’s boy, God’s only begotten Son,

Make us in your image, O Christ.

Spirit of peace, Spirit of transformation, Spirit of hope,

Come, Holy Spirit!

**PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we mark the journey of the Magi to Bethlehem in our worship this day, give us hearts that seek you, courage to follow your
light wherever it leads, and generosity and wisdom to recognize Christ in his earthly guise. Amen.

*T*HYMN 146 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” TempUs ADEST FLORIDUM
*CALL TO CONFESSION Ashley Brown
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

On this tenth day of Christmas, may we not so easily pack away the baby along with the decorations and tinsel and
gifts that don’t fit. May we remember that this child will grow up fast and call us to follow him among people and in
places we might otherwise pass right on by. Forgive us for packing Christmas away so easily, O God. Forgive us for our
shortsightedness, our selfish obsessions, and our inclinations to move on from Christ as we begin a new year. In your
mercy, forgive what we have been, amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, until our lives resemble the grace,
the selflessness, the love, and the humanity of Jesus Christ our Lord in whose name we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) John 1:14-18
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Katie Brendler
*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Jeremiah 31:7-14
*SERMON “A Small Working Model” Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Nicene Creed™# (unison) Sarah Chancellor-Watson

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
*THE OFFERING
Offertory “A Star Shall Rise Up Out of Jacob” Mendelssohn
A star shall rise up out of Jacob, and a scepter shall come out of Israel, and dash in pieces princes and nations.
The Chancel Choir

*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, page 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion (You are invited to take a star word from the tables at the front.)

SENDING
**HYMN 150 “As with Gladness Men of Old” Dix
**CHARGE AND BLESSING
**VOLUNTARY

STAR WORDS: It is a prayer practice in churches all over the world to give people a star word at Epiphany. There are many reasons
behind this tradition. First, we know that the Magi followed a star, which ultimately led them to Jesus. Therefore, we too use all the
resources we have available to us, including creative prayer practices and intention words for the new year, to move closer to Jesus.
Secondly, we trust that God uses multiple ways to guide us and speak to us. Star words are one such lens that might provide us with
a way to look for God in our midst, both actively and in hindsight. Finally, we know that the most common prayer practice for many
involves speaking to God as opposed to silence or contemplation. However, this prayer practice invites a new prayer rhythm of reflection
and review and that can be a powerful new way to connect with God. You are invited to pick up a “star” this morning as you participate
in communion.

*8:30 service | *Please stand as you are able | fLatecomers seated



IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

$We use the NICENE CREED on Sundays that we celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at both services because the
Nicene Creed is the most ecumenical of our creeds, and we believe we are joining our Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and
most Protestant churches in affirming as we partake in Christ’s body. Presbyterians believe we are one part of the one holy catholic
and apostolic church that the Nicene Creed professes, alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ from other communions.

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White; and for the 10:30 service are Dave Mize
(captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Kelley and Laura McWhirter, and Barrett Wheeler.

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Kristin Guidry and Larry Hamric; and for the 10:30 service are Eric
and Shannon Holtzman, Kay Randels, and Tyler Wheeler.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Freeman
by Mr. and Mrs. Philip Woolham.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHGDL

ADULT CLASSES:
We Believe...1700 Years with the Nicene Creed

January 4 -February 8 | Phifer Library | led by Chris Currie

The year just finished, 2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed. This class will explore the early Trinitarian
and Christological beliefs and the desire to reach some sense of consensus about ‘one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
why these words we declare in our oldest creed matter and affect our lives as Christians who stand in the tradition of the
Nicene Creed. Christianity is more than a set of doctrines or laundry list of beliefs, but Christianity without theological
reflection on who God is leads us to turn faith into a project or an individual a la carte religious experience with no
shared convictions or collective faith. How we live, whatever our faith, is shaped by what we believe. This class will try to
highlight the theology, history, and the important role the Nicene Creed plays in shaping our collective faith.

Writing from the Heart: Journaling as Sacred Practice
January 4 -February 8 | 2nd floor conference room | led by Harriet Riley
When the world feels chaotic and you are seeking quiet in the storm, a spiritual journal can be the best way to process
feelings and thoughts. A journal can also be a path to nurture your faith through interactive prayer. Using the recently
published The Book of Alchemy: A Creative Practice for an Inspired Life by Suleika Jaouad, this six-week class will explore the
art of journaling as a spiritual practice. This participatory class will inspire individuals through guided prompts to start
their own spiritual journal or renew their own writing practice.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

YAF PARADE WATCH & KING CAKE TASTING: Join the Young Adults and Families in front of the church (St. Charles Avenue
doors) this Tuesday, January 6 at 7 p.m. to celebrate Epiphany and the start of the Mardi Gras season! We'll hang out and watch
the Phunny Phorty Phellows parade down the streetcar route! If you have a favorite king cake, bring one to share! Questions?
Caitlin@scapc.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT will resume this Wednesday, January 7! Elizabeth Favret, Greg Browne, and Chris Currie will offer
reflections on their recent visit with incarcerated men at Elayn Hunt Correctional Center as part of the Frederick Douglass
Project for Justice. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and
the program will follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be pepper jelly glazed
pork chops, black eyed pea salad with pomegranate dressing, collard greens with bacon, roasted okra, brown butter cornbread,
and brownies a la mode. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close on tomorrow
at 5 p.m. or earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study will begin an examination of Paul’s Letter to the Romans.
Class will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library.

YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study) will resume with Wednesday
Night Out this Wednesday, January 7! Our next topics of study will dive into spirituality, spiritual disciplines and practices, and
how and where we find God in our lives. Join us as we examine our faith and how it grows with us throughout life. PINTS meets
Wednesday evenings, 6:45-8 p.m. in the Land Building, Childcare is provided. Questions? Caitlin@scapc.org

On Friday, January 9 from 10:30 a.m. -4:40 p.m., we will have an ADULT SPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR THE DAY at St. Joseph’s
Abbey in Covington, Louisiana. All are welcome for this day of rest and reflection at the peaceful St. Joseph’s Abbey. If anyone
would like to carpool, we will meet at 9:30 at the State Street doors and return around 5:30 p.m. Otherwise, plan on meeting us
at the doors of the Retreat Center at 75376 River Road, Saint Benedict, LA 70457 at 10:30. Please bring your own bagged lunch.
There will be an option for those interested to participate in a “silent retreat” for the afternoon portion. You are welcome to bring
friends or family who are not members. All are truly welcome to participate and enjoy this day of rest and renewal. Please rsvp and
direct any questions to ashley@scapc.org by this Thursday, January 8.

A WORSHIP WORKSHOP FOR FIRST GRADERS & PARENTS will take place on Sundays, January 11, 18, and 25. Worship
is the gathering in God’s presence in a special way that we don’t do the rest of the week. This workshop will show the parts of
the service, how to actively listen and ways to participate in the service. Classes, led by Michele Murphy, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
in Frampton Fellowship Hall. The workshop will conclude with a presentation of first grade bibles during the 10:30 service on
January 25. All children and adults are encouraged to attend Sunday School classes at 9:30 a.m. Visit scapc.org/sunday-school for
class details.
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