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 “Who is the unhappiest character in the Bible?”  Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Elie Weisel once asked a panel of biblical experts this provocative question.  
 Some said Job because of the trials he endured.  
 Some said Moses, because he was denied entry in to the Promised Land.  
 Some said Mary, because she witnessed the crucifixion of her son.
 Weisel said he believed the right answer was God, because of the pain God 
must surely feel in seeing people’s inability to live together in peace and harmony.  
 Lent, the season which is well underway, is a time to ask ourselves how, 
through violation of the law of love, we ourselves have contributed to God’s 
sadness.  The only way to do so is through frank and thorough self-examination.  
 In what ways have my actions been hurtful to others?  
 How have I allowed my self-centeredness to work against the welfare and 
unity of the body of Christ, the community?  
 What about my indifference to the poor, the hungry, the homeless, the very ones with whom Christ 
identifies?  
 The truth is that at times all of us, in a variety of ways, can and do despoil God’s good intention for our 
lives, sometimes through disobedience, sometimes through callous indifference.  
 Sin is to blame.
 In his excellent study, The Lost City: A Study of Forgotten Virtues of Community in Chicago in the 1950’s, 
Alan Ehrenhalt writes, “that there was such a thing as sin, and that it applied to individual people in their everyday 
lives, was a core belief that…the Americans of the 1950s largely held, and that we have largely lost.  The ability to 
live decently in such a world, to resist the dangers of self-indulgence and the moral shortcuts was summed up in 
a single word:  character.  People with character not only kept their word to others, but possessed the discipline 
to choose long-term goods over short-term gratification.  Character was something nearly everyone understood.  
Only in the following generation did it become an obsolete idea.”
 Lent, with its cross-carrying texts of sacrifice and suffering, is a summons to acknowledge and take our sin 
seriously (and not deny it), thereby confessing anew our fundamental need for God’s grace and forgiveness.  For 
with that grace comes the God-given ability to “resist the dangers of self-indulgence.”  
 In these days of introspection, may our devotion to Christ deepen… that, to paraphrase John the Baptist 
about Jesus, “we become less so he becomes more.”  (John 3:30)

Faithfully,

Donald R. Frampton
Senior Pastor

from the pastor’s desk
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Ken Kneipp: 
Over our lifetimes, each of us becomes a part of 

many diff erent groups -- school, neighborhood, work, 
social organizations.  While we can have signifi cant 
relationships in them all, none of these off ers the 
opportunity for the kinds of relationships like those 
we form with friends at church.  Sandy and I have 
frequently noted how our closest friends, those who we 
reach out to and who we fi nd are the fi rst to reach back, 
are those we have met through churches we have been 
part of.  Why?  Because at church we fi nd others who 
share common bedrock beliefs that serve as a strong 
foundation for every aspect of our lives.  And, when 
we connect and engage with these friends, there are 
opportunities for us to test what we believe, to challenge 
ourselves, to learn and grow, and to deepen our faith.  It 
is important to note, however, that none of this happens 
simply by “being a member.”  You really must “jump 
in the pool” and not just sit on the side.  Fortunately, 
SCAPC provides many diff erent ways for this to happen, 
and it is only through active small group participation 
that friendships are forged and connections are made.  
We won’t get to really know each other just by waving 
across a crowded sanctuary on Sunday morning.  But, 
by reaching out in active participation, each of us can 
experience a connectedness that can be nurturing, 
satisfying, and fun.

genny hagler: 
“Faith is not about being correct, but about being 

connected.” Focusing on faith in this way allows us to take 
away the idea that faith can be achieved independently 
and allows one to see faith as a communal, transformative 
event. Th e act of sitting in worship on a Sunday morning 
is strengthened by fi nding ways to connect with the larger 
church through smaller groups. A small group structure 
allows every voice to be heard. Not everyone is looking 
for the same thing when it comes to faith, and the 20/30 
group at SCAPC provides many diff erent opportunities to 
join a smaller group. Some may fi nd a home in a Sunday 

school class, others might connect by chatting at a social 
event, others at bi-weekly PINTS socials, and still others 
may fi nd they are most connected at a service outing. 
Diff erent events and experiences provide ways for one 
to tune in, latch on, and connect. Talking and refl ecting, 
agreeing and disagreeing, fi nding ways to relate to the 
message in ways that matter to the individual - these are 
the active pieces and benefi ts that come with being part 
of a smaller group. Breaking down weighty topics such as 
faith and refl ecting within 
a small group not only 
lead to personal growth 
through encounters with 
dissension and diff ering 
voices, but also lead to 
larger group cohesion. 
Th e shared experience of 
weekly worship connects 
us and creates a platform 
for discussion that directs 
the conversation, but it is 
not until we come together in smaller groups to distill 
the message that we change, grow, and become truly 
connected.

Caitlin roWlanD: 
I grew up in a small town. Th ere, no matter which 

church I went to, I got not only a worship experience, 
but a community experience as well, because there 
were lots of people I knew and who cared about me, 
whether I went to church with my grandparents at their 
small, country church, if I went to the big church on 
the opposite side of town with my mom, if I spent the 
night at my best friend’s house on Saturday and went 
with her to church on Sunday, or if I went to the more 
traditional church in town with my then-boyfriend-
now-husband, Andrew.  When I moved to New Orleans 
for college, I started visiting diff erent churches, trying 
to fi nd a place at one of them. At all of them I got 
a worship experience. But it didn’t take long until I 

community & connection at SCAPC
point of view:

community & connection at SCAPC
point of view:

community & connection at SCAPC
Th is is the eighth article in our “Point of View” series in which members of the 

congregation write on a topic that is important and meaningful to them.

“faith is not 
about being 
correct, but 
about being 
connected”
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realized that an essential part of that experience was 
missing.  It wasn’t until I started working at SCAPC, 
and was embraced into the community here, that I 
realized just how important that part of a faith journey 
is. Faith grows not just by being in worship on Sunday 
mornings, or doing a daily bible study on your own, 
but being a part of a church community, sharing 
experiences with people, having them challenge areas 
of your faith, and having their support when times 
are tough. I’ll forever be grateful for the ladies of PW 
who have always gone out of their way to make me 
feel welcome here, the Congregational Care team who 
reached out to me with prayer and sympathy cards when 
my grandpa was struggling with cancer and passed away, 
and the 20/30s group, who have become my friends 
and have challenged, strengthened, and expanded my 
faith through our various activities and small group 
discussions.

janet bean: 
Whether it is through the adult Sunday School classes 

or the intimate early church services where we share 
communion, I feel surrounded and supported by the love 
of fellow Christians at SCAPC.  There is an honesty and 
openness at SCAPC which has helped me grow spiritually 
in my life’s journey. An especially meaning aspect of our 
SCAPC community for me has been our outreach to our 
larger community.  Through the Community Ministry 
Committee I witnessed the care and compassion with 
which our church community has reached out to others.  
We supported public education for years before Katrina 
moved it to the forefront.  Significantly from this spirit 
of connectedness has come S.T.A.I.R. and RHINO, two 
programs that began at SCAPC. This two-fold Christian 
connectedness, within our church and without into the 
greater community, makes SCAPC a nurturing spiritual 
home for me.

ebie taylor StrauSS: 
In checking with Webster’s dictionary I discovered 

being in community involves ‘ownership or participation 

in.’ I personally have enjoyed being a part of the 
Wednesday Spiritually Hungry Group, planning 
special events for Presbyterian Women, attending 
the awesome PW Retreat, and recently, ushering on 
Sundays. One of my fondest memories was polishing 
silver in the church kitchen with other PW women for 
Kelly’s farewell celebration. Last fall, my family was the 
kind recipient of meals from the Congregational Care 
Committee delivered to our doorstep by PW women. 
In addition, we received many emails, cards and even 
more home cooked meals from my fellow PW women 
filled with prayers and warm wishes for my husband 
Berney’s recovery from trigeminal neuralgia. God bless 
Miriam Schulingkamp who sat with me through the 
entire 4 hour surgical procedure, when called on only 
a moment’s notice. Following the surgery, Berney and 
I were comforted with a hospital visit and prayer from 
our pastoral staff (Rev Phil Stagg) which was very special 
and appreciated. Throughout the hospitalization and 
recovery period, the SCAPC community exuded God’s 
love and steadfastness toward our family. For me, this 
warm connection from within our church community 
was God’s way of providing our family with peace and 
the assurance of God’s free and abundant love during a 
difficult time. Heartfelt thanks and sincere appreciation 
to the SCAPC community.

Margo phelpS: 
There have been two constants in my life: My older 

sister and St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.  I am 
a lifelong member of SCAPC.  Being connected to and a 
part of our church community has truly enriched my life 
and strengthened my faith.  This connection has allowed 
me to explore and understand the life that God has 
given to me.  My participation in church activities and 
committees has enhanced my life by working with other 
members. It gives me the opportunity to learn from 
the experiences of others, as well as to share spiritual 
enrichment, all while serving the church and local 
communities. SCAPC is a welcoming and supportive 
community.  One is never alone at SCAPC.  •

As Kelly Hostetler said in her last sermon at SCAPC, “Faith is not about being correct, but about being connected.” 
How does our church community strengthen your faith and enrich your life? How important is community and 
connection to you? How do you build connections with others at SCAPC? How has getting involved in small groups 
or other church events deepened your spiritual experience? Made friends? Connections?
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This past Martin Luther King Weekend, the SCAPC 
confirmation class embarked on a trip to Houston, TX, 
where they would serve, learn, and laugh with their peers 
while experiencing Jesus in a number of ways. On that 
Friday around 5pm, we headed out in two 15-passenger 
vans brimming with luggage, snacks, and excitement. We 
arrived at the Center for Student Ministries’ Houston 
location to be greeted by our gracious hosts for the week, 
Hannah and Michael. The two introduced themselves and 
the city to the eager eighth-graders throughout the week, 
helping them delve deeper into the issue of homelessness 
in Houston as the days progressed. 

On our first full day in Houston, we ate an early breakfast 
and headed out to a park on the outskirts of the corporate 
city limits to mingle with the homeless who gathered in 
that area weekly for an outdoor church service and a free 
meal. The kids were asked to group together and converse 
with anyone who looked receptive. Our hosts let us in 
on the deceptively simple secret to a good conversation: 
asking “how are you?” Though thwarted at times, as 
might be expected, we found the locals were generally 
friendly, talkative, open and honest. Many of the youth 
noted that, though they might never have spoken to a 
homeless man or women if not on a service trip, they 
were surprised at how much they had in common with 
the homeless. The adult volunteers, myself included, 
were extremely impressed by the ease with which many 
of the youth spoke with strangers, offered help without 
being asked, and defied their personal zones of comfort. 

Perhaps more impressive were the responses the youth 
offered during the Prayer Tour conducted by our hosts 
that evening. We all got back in the vans and toured the 
gentrified and down-trodden areas of the city, reflecting 
on the reasons why certain areas remain poor while 
others are dramatically developed. The youth experienced 
simulated homelessness by taking silent moments alone 
on street corners and grappled with the all-too-relevant 

subject of human trafficking in Houston outside the 
city’s Greyhound station. Many confirmands shared their 
heartfelt thoughts about homelessness and poverty in 
Houston and in New Orleans. 

The following day, we arose even earlier to be on time 
for the breakfast shift at The Beacon, an Episcopalian 
ministry. Half of the youth served hot breakfast to the 
local homeless people who came streaming in while 
the other half worked in the facility’s laundry room, 
collecting, weighing and tagging the clothes given over 
for washing. In the laundry room, we were told to be 
especially careful with items like socks because, unlike 
in our homes, if just one sock goes missing, it might be 
a big deal to someone with only two pairs of socks to 
his or her name. The kids did a great job keeping track 
of the washing machines and dryers, ensuring that each 
item of clothing that entered the laundry room left with 
its owner. Then, after a creative contemporary service at 
Ecclesia Church in Houston’s sixth ward, we visited the 
park once more with footballs, Frisbees, and lunch in 
tow. Our objective was, again, to engage others. This was 
the relative theme of the entire trip, being in communion 
with one another, strangers and advocates, growing closer 
to all of God’s people, disregarding age, race, sexual-
orientation, and socio-economic status. We played and 
prayed with the less-fortunate of Houston’s population, 
learning more about them and ourselves in those four 
days than foreseeably possible. 

Speaking as a volunteer youth leader, I am very proud 
of those youth that I see on a weekly basis for reaching out 
to strangers and peers alike. I saw new friendships form 
and new ideas be considered and presented for group 
discussion. Being far enough removed from my middle 
school years to reflect on them, while being close enough 
to those years to remember them vividly, I am even 
more proud of SCAPC’s eighth graders for conducting 
themselves with enthusiasm and grace.  •

SCapC youth
Confirmation Mission Trip to Houston, Texas

written by Caitlin Vanderwolf, Youth Volunteer
with comments from the SCAPC Youth
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Confirmation Mission Trip to Houston, Texas

“Before our confirmation trip, I thought serving required persistence and 
giving away lots of money. Over the trip I learned that just giving away 
some granola bars was serving, and sometimes just sitting with the homeless 
is all they need to brighten their days.”

“I learned that serving those experiencing homelessness can be as simple as 
offering a bottle of water, or more involved, like washing someone’s clothes. 
The trip pushed me outside of my comfort zone, but also helped me to see 
homeless people as individuals.”

“I learned that you don’t need to just help someone to be serving them. You 
could just talk to them and hear their story.”

“I learned that even though these people are in really bad situations, they 
still have faith. Faith in God, in others, and even in us when we went 
there. When we first went to the park to feed them, I thought most people 
would curse their situation, curse others, maybe even curse God himself. 
When I got there, though, I saw that so many people thought of themselves 
as blessed, and so many still did not lose faith.”

“My favorite memory of the trip was when we served at the homeless 
shelter, and everyone talked to me like a normal person. I was scared about 
whether they would think unkindly about us, but they didn’t praise us or 
hate us. They just treated us like friends that they’ve known forever and 
have grown comfortable with.”

“I learned that serving others is the right thing to do. Some people might 
not get what I have and it’s up to us to give up what we don’t need. Serving 
the people at the park taught me how amazing it is to serve, give up for 
others, and just communicate with people you don’t know.”

“I learned that one person can make a difference. If you have an idea and 
the heart to do it, it can be done.”

“My favorite memory of the trip was seeing the sense of community and 
closeness the people of the 1st ward have for each other. I wish every 
community could experience that closeness whether they are rich or poor.”

“I loved when we went to the park and served food the first time. It helped 
most of us realize the life we have is a lot better than others. Some people 
don’t have homes, or cars, or families.”

“I learned that many people are not as fortunate as we are. I learned 
that many of the people we worked with need more help than we think. I 
learned that serving these people is like serving God.”

“On the trip I learned that you should not serve for rewards, but serve for 
the purpose of others. Even though I had fun, that was not what it was 
about. Serving people should not be a chore.”

“I learned that serving others is not as much serving, it’s more of hanging 
out like family or friends. Even though I served them food and picked up 
their trash I would not call it serving. I think that it’s fun helping them.”

“I learned so much on our confirmation retreat. The thing that I learned 
the most about was service. It was a little uncomfortable, but after a couple 
of times I was fine. I learned that it doesn’t cost a lot or take much effort to 
make a huge impact in someone’s life.”

“One thing I learned was that you don’t need to do something big to get 
God’s attention. The trip made me become closer to God, especially when 
we had to help those in need.”

“I learned that although the people we saw and helped are in very different 
situations from ourselves, they are actually not that different. They are 
people just like us.”
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Sunday School & Small Group

booK reVieWS
Rooted: Th e Apostles’ Creed
by Raymond F. Cannata & Joshua D. 
Reitano
studied in an Adult Sunday School 
class

 Th roughout the month of 
January, the Adult Sunday School 
class discussed the Apostles Creed, 
referencing the book Rooted, 
co-authored by local Presbyterian 
minister Ray Cannata and Cincinnati 

minister Joshua Reitano.  Th e book essentially takes the 
creed, combining two sermons into each chapter relating to 
the corresponding line in the Apostles Creed.
 Th e result is an refreshing perspective on familiar 
words, and the authors provide powerful imagery to 
accompany words that are so inculcated within our 
worship services.  Th e book chapters present not so much a 
challenge to the reader with new interpretations, but rather 
an opportunity to pluck familiar lines from rote memory, 
replacing them with thoughtful, well-considered statements 
of belief.  
 Rooted provided an excellent springboard for 
discussion within the class.  It also provided a quality 
insight into historical issues that led to the inclusion of 
diff erent lines (and interpretations) within the creed.  
Discussion about each topic was lively, as we all delved a 
little more deeply into what, exactly, it is that “We believe.”
–Crorey Lawton

Jesus > Religion: Why He is So 
Much Better Th an Trying Harder, 
Doing More, and Being Good 
Enough
by Jeff erson Bethke
studied in the 20/30s Sunday School 
class

 Jesus > Religion was initially 
chosen because I thought it would 
be thought-provoking and encourage 
discussion.  Boy, was I right (but 

not for the reasons one may think)!   Th e book was written 
by a college student who previously gained attention with 
a poem entitled “Why I Hate Religion, But Love Jesus.” 
Th is book was written to challenge the beliefs many may 
have about religion and to guide readers to follow Jesus as 

opposed to following a specifi c religion.  
 As we began the fi rst few chapters, many of us 
(myself included) were off ended by the ideas presented by 
the author. Th e concept that ‘Jesus hates religion’ and the 
many negative generalizations that were presented about 
Christians in the book made most of group uncomfortable 
and irritated. We weren’t feeling uplifted by the material. 
I felt frustrated and guilty for selecting a book that didn’t 
leave us inspired at the end of each session. 
 By the third week of our book discussion, I 
was ready to pull the plug on the book and move on to 
something more enlightening. However, we continued 
to read, discuss, and push out of our comfort zones. 
Th rough discussion, we were able to express why we were 
bothered by the material.  We were able to look past the 
generalizations and share our feelings on faith, hope, 
religion, and our relationships with Jesus.  
 In the end, I am glad that we stuck with the book.  
Th e part that resonated the most with me was a story 
that the author included in the last pages of the book.  It 
compared the struggles that we face to someone who is 
drowning in a pool where the lifeguard doesn’t dive in to 
save the person until they have fully surrendered and are 
about to drown. It’s the comparison that no matter where 
you are in your life, if you fully surrender to Jesus, he will 
save you and His plan for you is greater than anything you 
can imagine.  So, although I can easily say that this book 
wasn’t a success, I’d be wrong.  It challenged us and forced 
us to examine how we really feel about Jesus, Christianity, 
and beliefs, therefore strengthening our love of our religion, 
church, and our faith in Jesus.  
–Stephanie Haniford

Resident Aliens: Life in the 
Christian Colony
by Stanley Hauerwas & William H. 
Willimon
studied by the CBD Study Group

 Th e CBD Group (which meets on 
Wednesdays at 7 a.m., at Between 
the Bread on Lafayette Square) has 
just completed the reading and 
discussion of Resident Aliens – Life 

in the Christian Colony, by Stanley Hauerwas and William 
H. Willimon. Th is book recently celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of its publication. And, of course, one of the 
authors was our most recent Lupberger Lecturer.
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 Th e authors’ premise is that the Christian church 
is a sort of island in the midst of contemporary culture – 
strangers in a strange land, much like the Jews of the Old 
Testament in exile in Babylon. Th ey lament the fact that 
the church does too much to adapt to and accommodate 
the culture, which they describe as bankrupt. What they 
are looking for is a Christian church that is willing publicly 
to speak the truth of the Gospel, to distinguish itself from 
the culture, and to pay the price for doing so even if that 
inevitably involves suff ering – they say that if there is 
nothing worth dying for, we will end up dying for nothing. 
 For Hauerwas and Willimon, a private, civil, 
religion is no religion at all; Christianity, in their view, 
must be public and political. Th e church of Jesus Christ 
must speak out against a culture that sponsors materialism, 
militarism, racism, and other evils. Th is, of course, fl ies 
in the face of the American and European models for 
separation of religious and secular life. Th e authors warn 
that the larger culture deadens Christianity either by 
ignoring it or tolerating it only if it is private and personal. 
However, they hold out hope. However imperfectly 
Christians are embodying the Gospel, they are not left 
to their own devices in posing as an alternative to the 
surrounding culture.  To the contrary, Christians have God 
and each other to rely upon.  
 A recent issue of Th e Christian Century (Oct. 1, 
2014) contains an article in which numerous theologians 
refl ect on Resident Aliens after 25 years in print. Th e book 
remains just as controversial and challenging today as it 
was when it came out in the late 1980s. It spurred some 
thoughtful conversation within the CBD Group.     
–Larry Hamric

Why Jesus?
by William H. Willimon
studied in an Adult Sunday School class

Why Jesus? by William H. Willimon 
is a study of “the most fascinating 
person in the world.”  Willimon 
writes in his introduction that Jesus 
came into his life “unsought and 
uninvited, took over, and refused 
to go.”  “He [Jesus] manages to be 

unfathomable, deep, ungraspable, and yet oddly close, 
intimate, talkative, and relentlessly relational.”
 In the twelve short chapters about Jesus’ personality 
and ministry, the Rev. Dr. Willimon does his best to open 

the reader to new ways of thinking about the Savior. He 
uses provocative descriptive adjectives for our Lord such 
as Vagabond, Party Person, Magician, Home Wrecker, 
and Lover as well as the more expected ones of Storyteller, 
Savior and Sovereign. Each chapter ends with “You can 
look it up” references from Scripture which for the most 
part, we in the class found helpful, but sometimes a little 
bewildering.  Scattered thoughtout the book are backstory 
thoughts from the author noted as “Aside to Jesus” which 
we found to be interesting and entertaining.  
 Th is book helps one come a little closer to 
understanding Jesus the person, his life, his work 
which reaches its climax in his death on a cross, and 
his resurrection. Th e closing two chapters explore the 
continuing ministry of Christ through the Body of Christ 
the church.
 Be warned, reading this book may change your 
thinking and deepen your relationship with God through 
His Son, Jesus.
–Phil Stagg

Sabbath As Resistance: Saying No 
to the Culture of Now
by Walter Brueggemann
studied by the Spiritually Hungry 
Women’s Study Group

 Th e Spiritually Hungry Group 
worked their way through Walter 
Brueggeman’s new book on Sabbath 
as a spiritual practice. Th is thin book 
prompted a great deal of animated 

discussion regarding how Presbyterians, especially Saints-
loving New Orleanian Presbyterians, view the concept 
and practice of Sabbath. Brueggemann argues the practice 
of Sabbath is necessary for any Christian to have a whole 
relationship with God and is the key to healing our society. 
 Sabbath practice can take many forms and the 
group not only discussed the possible practices but also 
tried out various forms. Many of the group felt that 
Brueggeman’s assessment of current culture and economic 
inequality was unnecessarily harsh and often repetitive. 
Nonetheless, the resulting conversations made reading the 
book very worthwhile as a path toward a closer and more 
open relationship with God.
–Miriam Schulingkamp 

book reviews continued on next page

Sunday School & Small Group Th e following book reviews are from members of various church Sunday School classes or small groups that studied these books in their 
groups over the last few months. Many are available for check-out from SCAPC’s Phifer Library. Questions? Contact Bonnie Shoemaker, 
library@scapc.org. Interested in reading and studying a book in a group setting? SCAPC has many classes and small groups for all ages 
and interests to choose from! 
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Let. It. Go.
by Karen Ehman
studied by the MOMs Group

 Th is fall, the MOMs group (for 
mothers of children 5 and younger) 
read and discussed Let it Go by 
Karen Ehman. Th e book fi t in well 
with the group’s theme of exploring 
practical ways to better prioritize 
faith in God amidst the chaos that 
comes with having small children. 

While the antidotes in the book are hokey at times, 
Ehman’s candor and humor make her relatable and the 
wisdom of her overall message rings true: “how to control 
what we should and trust God with what we can’t.” 
 Even those who do not consider themselves to be 
control freaks could benefi t from reading this book! Ehman 
expertly explains that, while are all manipulative in our 
own ways, when we mindfully ease our grip on the need to 
control and place authentic trust in God, we can fi nd peace 
in our hearts and in our relationships.  
–Ashley Hope

Jesus: A Pilgrimage
by James Martin, SJ
studied by the Th ursday Morning Bible 
Study & Prayer Group

 Th e TMBSPG started with the 
question, “Do we really need to 
study yet another book about Jesus?” 
As we progressed over the 13-15 
weeks of study, our answer became a 
resounding, “yes”.
 Father James Martin, a Jesuit 

Priest, a guide, a teacher, an author, a journalist and a 
commentator on matters of the church, took us on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, along with another Jesuit 
Priest, George Williams. Father Martin documented the 
tour, and Father Williams, a frequent visitor to the region, 
helped him and the readers to understand the culture and 
important sites of the area.
 An outstandingly added value to reading the book 
were contributions that members of the group brought to 
the table. We had thoughtful theology presented by our 
Rev. Philip Stagg; fi rst hand personal descriptions of places 
in the Holy Land and Jerusalem’s Old City by Elizabeth 
McGough and James Bean, and beautiful pictures for 
our viewing from the vast collection of books by George 
Schneider.
 As we progressed from chapter to chapter, these 
fi rst-hand accounts and visual representations provided by 
our members helped the rest of us to envision where Jesus

walked and died. We could see and understand the past 
and the present through such things as the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher; Capernaum; the dividing wall separating 
the Palestinian territory and Israel; Bethlehem; Galilee; 
Nazareth; Th e Bay of Parables; the lakeshore to Gerasa; the 
sea of Galilee; the road to Jericho; the meeting of  Jesus, 
Lazarus, Mary, and Martha in the city of Bethany; the 
pathway to Golgotha; and fi nally, the Mount Olives to see, 
hear and witness all of the historical and archeological sites 
and insights.
 Th is fi ve-hundred-page book is a faith-affi  rming 
book about our Jesus of Nazareth. Father Martin tailors it 
to the modern age, but he does not lose sight of Jesus as 
the reason for the book. It is a book for all - lay persons, 
theologians, archeologists, and biblical scholars. Our group 
highly recommends this book. It is a spiritually relevant 
way both to look at and get to know Jesus. Moreover, it is 
well-written, readable, and understandable with plenty of 
notes. 
P.S. Go the www.loyno.edu website to see the video of the Rev. 
James Martin, SJ’s, visit to Loyola University last year.
–Henrietta Harris

Toxic Charity: How Churches and 
Charities Hurt Th ose Th ey Help 
(and How to Reverse It)
by Robert D. Lupton
studied in an Adult Sunday School class

 Th e text for the “Challenge of 
Charity” Sunday School class was 
Toxic Charity by Robert Lupton, 
a longtime leader of community 
development eff orts in Atlanta. 
Lupton’s approach to community 

service can best be summarized as advocating “hands up” 
rather than “handouts,” and he points to many examples 
of organizations which have succeeded in lifting needy 
individuals and neighborhoods through partnership, 
cooperation, and accountability.  He also profi les 
several organizations—from churches to national task 
forces—whose well-intentioned programs have ended 
unsuccessfully. 
 Lupton’s book revolves partially around an 
“Oath for Compassionate Service,” a list of his tenets for 
eff ective charity, and most of our class’s discussion involved 
comparing this list to Jesus’ own tenets for the treatment 
of the needy in Matthew 25 (“I was hungry, and you gave 
me something to eat….”).  Our conversations ranged from 
roadside panhandlers to SCAPC’s community ministries 
program to public housing redevelopments, and at every 
turn it was challenging and compelling to unpack together 
the tension between Lupton’s text and Jesus’ teaching and 
to discern our own responses to each perspective. 
–Robert Edgecombe

booK reVieWS ContinueD
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SCapC
staff  answers...

“What is the best advice anyone has ever given you?” 

“Always have a secret stash of cash.” —My mother! 
-Carol pointer

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you”... that and...“don’t eat yellow snow.” 

-anDy FoX

“From my Mom (Edna Charles): “Do it right the fi rst 
time.” From my Dad (Don Charles): “Everything is 
going to be alright.” 

-eMily FleShMan

I can remember my mom saying “Bloom where you 
are planted.”  I’ve always liked that one!

-pierCe young

Th e best advice I ever got was from my father, who 
many years ago advised me to “never put anything in 
writing that you would not want to see on the front 
page of the newspaper the next day.”  Nowadays, 
I guess one would need to change that advice to 
include the Internet as well. 

-Wayne WillCoX

McCord’s Law:  Th e late Dr. James I McCord, then 
President of Princeton Th eological Seminary told us, 
the Sr. Class of 1975, that the answer is always “No” 
when one is asked to do something.  His reasoning 
was that an answer of “Yes” is not negotiable while 
the answer “No” can be modifi ed.  

-phil Stagg

Advice:  “You ought to call that girl.”
From:  My father (who had just met her family)
When:  1980
About:  Colleen Harvin, a young nurse at Eggleston 
Children’s Hospital in Atlanta.
(Th e rest is history.) 

-Don FraMpton

My aunt always tells me, “Fun counts.” It is simple, 
but reminds me not to take life too seriously.
-genny hagler 

During an online course I took, one of my favorite 
designers encouraged each of us to “do one thing 
each day in the direction of your dreams.” I think 
this goes along perfectly with a quote by Vincent van 
Gogh, in that “great things are done by a series of 
small things brought together.”  

-Caitlin roWlanD

I cut out a little creed statement for living a satisfying 
life and kept it on my dresser for years. One of the 
statements was “Be wary of giving advice: wise men 
don’t need it, and fools won’t heed it.” With that bit 
of advice, I remember being in grammar school and 
skipping a Boy Scout meeting to attend a Friday 
night horror movie with fun loving buddies.  My 
Dad said, “Son, I don’t want you to grow up being a 
quitter.” I was impressed with the calm and sincere 
manner in which it was said and it has “stuck” with 
me. Bonnie says that she remembers her mother 
telling her when applying for college, “Get an 
education. No one can take that from you.” 

-jiM & bonnie hobDen

My dad always told me not to let the fact that I didn’t 
know the words stop me from singing a song. He 
would say, “Always sing. And if you don’t know the 
words to the song, sing a song that you do know.”  
Now that I’m older I appreciate the metaphor, but 
there were a few years there where I sang a lot of 
songs from Th e Little Mermaid in church. 

-eMMa pegueS

It may not strictly have been “advice,” but the best 
counsel I ever received was from an (older) family 
friend who, after hearing one of my teen-aged 
complaints against my mother said to me, “Jim, you 
don’t know and cannot know at this point in your 
life what your mother has done in raising you three 
boys by herself, but one day you will realize what she 
has done, and you will be astounded to realize it.” He 
was, of course, right. 

-jiM Stayton
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Mark 1:1

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

A rather bland beginning, we might think, for the “good news” that would change the religious face of the 
western world. Literarily hardly better than “It was a dark and stormy night,” Mark is certainly no John (the 
Gospel writer). “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” Now 
that’s writing! With Mark our eyes and minds rush ahead to get to the important stuff. On through John (the 
Baptizer), blah, blah, about whom Mark has to say something, so we can get to the obviously important thing – 
the baptism of Jesus.

Or maybe not. Maybe the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, if not the only thing, is the most important 
thing about knowing Jesus. We know that the most singular change that took place in the transformation from 
the infant Church to the “early” Church was the disappointment of the “eschatological” hope that Jesus would 
soon return and bring the Kingdom of God with him. Ever since, despite all we may believe about heaven and 
Christ’s return, we have, theologically and psychologically, lived after Jesus.

But perhaps Mark means more than, “This is where Jesus’ story starts.” Perhaps he also means, “This is where you 
start.” Maybe the only way the gospel of Jesus Christ can be properly conveyed and understood is as a “beginning” 
– your beginning in finding God in Jesus Christ. We spend a lot of time and life studying, planning, and 
preparing, but never really beginning. Faith in Jesus is always about “plunging in,” not unlike someone learning 
to swim by being tossed into the water. But we are not “thrown” (forced) in, we are “drawn” in. It is more like 
the experience many of us had as children, or perhaps with our own children, in being cajoled to jump into the 
pool for the first time. The child hesitates a bit, knees a little wobbly, perhaps a false start or two, but inevitably 
the child, wanting to be in the water and trusting the outstretched arms of the mother or father, takes the plunge. 
And after they come up, sputtering and wiping the water from their eyes, there is that inevitable expression of 
utter delight and satisfaction. Would any of us believe that experience would be changed or improved if we first 
lectured them on water safety, the art of jumping, or a short history of swimming and diving?

Mark begins his gospel in the same way we begin every day of our faith journey. Not with the fulfillment of 
prophecy, not with the miraculous appearance of angels with announcements, and certainly not with theological 
profundity. He just jumps in and invites us to jump in with him. And I’m not sure there is any other way to hear 
or share the gospel.

Prayer: O God, ever grateful for the gifts of thinking, planning, reflecting and understanding, my prayer this day is that 
none of these would become an excuse for my not beginning. Amen.

The Beginning of the 
         Gospel of Jesus Christ

a devotional by Interim Associate Pastor, Jim Stayton
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Meet Beignet
Rebuilding Hope In New Orleans has a new mascot!  

After traveling down with long time volunteers from 
Laurel, MD, this little rhino, dubbed Beignet DuMonde 
has been making headlines and primetime news all over 
town!  You can find him on a St. Bernard Project worksite 
or at the Second Harvest Food Bank, tagging along with 
volunteers wearing his signature Mardi Gras beads and 
glasses made from construction wire.  If you missed him 
on WGNO’s News With A Twist, you can keep up to 
date with Beignet’s happenings by following him on 
twitter  (@beignettweets) while he is out and about!

Looking Ahead to Summer & Camp RHINO
Here at the RHINO office, we know that summer 

brings fresh energy and excitement (and sweltering heat) 
as we welcome youth volunteers to New Orleans for 
Camp RHINO! This summer will be our biggest yet 
with 300 campers coming to work hard and play hard 
over 7 weeks.  We’ve got groups from Oregon, Colorado, 
Minnesota, and Maryland (just to name a few) and they 
can’t wait to get to work rebuilding hope with us!  Know 
someone looking for a summer job serving Christ in 
the Crescent City? We are hiring summer staff so email 
rhino@scapc.org for an application!

How to Get Involved
The RHINO ministry could not continue to be the 

success it is today without the support of the generous 
congregation at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.  
We are so thankful every day for the love and kindness 
you show our volunteers – your hospitality and open 
hearts are the reason they keep returning!  Looking for 
a new way to get involved?  We welcome you to dine 
with our volunteers on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, host 
a dinner on Thursdays, and work alongside them on any 
sunny afternoon installing siding and enjoying po’ boys!  
Curious about what our RHINO volunteers are up to in 
real time?  Check us out on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/rebuildhope) and Instagram (@rhinonola) for fun 
updates and pictures of RHINOs working hard and 
playing hard all over New Orleans.  •

…Don’t just take our word for it!

“Jim Hobden’s wonderful meals accenting NO were of 
particular note.  Both his active involvement with our group, 
as well as his culinary skills set in the church made for warm 
fellowship.” – Sarasota, FL volunteer

“People at the church are awesome! Always welcoming, 
friendly, outgoing, helpful, . . . I could go on and on.” 

– Laurel, MD volunteer
“I have been on several similar mission trips.  RHINO 

is the best I have ever been on. You really make sure your 
volunteers are taken care of and made to feel wanted and 
needed.” – Raleigh, NC volunteer

roundup
The Beginning of the 
         Gospel of Jesus Christ
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In a 1996 survey, as well as in many subsequent meetings and conversations, a majority of our congregation 
supported the concept of a church columbarium, a growing regional and national trend among Christian churches. 
The doctrine of the Presbyterian Church (USA) upholds cremation as a proper alternative to in-ground burial. After 
over a decade of planning, the church was finally ready to build a columbarium during our 2012-2013 renovation.  
With able leadership from Don Frampton and the Columbarium Committee (consisting of Anderson Baker, Josh 
Beezley, Ruth Hinson, Nell Lanier, Laura St. Clair, Sydney Touchstone Lawder, and Wayne Willcox), we were able 
to meet all of the congregation’s goals for our columbarium.  We now can offer the columbarium as another option 
in the life cycle of being a member of SCAPC.

Our columbarium is located on the State Street side of the sanctuary between the narthex and the double doors 
entering the side of the sanctuary.  It is accessible via gates on its north and south sides, which are generally open 
during church office hours as well as on Sunday mornings.  With its lovely fountain and handsome stone benches, 
this walled garden is truly a beautiful and tranquil spot -- a peaceful city setting for reflection and remembrance.  It is 
a meaningful option for those who would like to stay physically connected to their church home in death, remaining 
a part of the SCAPC community for generations to come.  

All members and former members of the congregation are eligible for inurnment in the SCAPC columbarium, as 
are any one or two immediate family members of current or former SCAPC members.  The columbarium houses a 
total of 200 bronze-fronted niches, and is built to accommodate expansion for additional niches.  Just over half of 
the niches are double-occupancy, which means they can accommodate two urns.  The remaining niches are single-
occupancy.  To date, 14 single niches and 57 double niches have been purchased.  Once a niche is purchased, no 
other steps are necessary until the time that cremated remains need to be inurned in a niche.  The church provides 
an urn for the remains and will assist with scheduling an inurnment service, during which time the urn is placed 
into the niche.  Once the remains have been inurned in the niche, the occupant’s name, date of birth and date of 
death are engraved on the bronze cover plate to honor his or her memory.  

Available niches are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. If you have questions about SCAPC’s columbarium 
or are interested in purchasing a niche for yourself or a loved one, we would be happy to help you.  Please contact 
Pierce Young in the church office: pierce@scapc.org, or 504-897-0101, ext. 114 for assistance. •

SCAPC’s Columbarium
A PEACEFUL CITY SETTING FOR REFLECTION & REMEMBRANCE

by Pierce Young and Wayne Willcox
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The Christian Book Discussion group was formed with our Senior Pastor’s urging in 1995 to provide the 
Downtown SCAPC faithful with a dawn busters experience each week.  Our first venue was at Steve’s Diner on 
Gravier St. near Barronne.  It was here that our group assembled to survey Christian books and topics of current 
interest.  Early on, our fellowship felt having a name was important and unifying.  After some thought, we dubbed 
ourselves the “Roosters” which reflected the early hour that we meet and the famous bucket-size breakfast, “The 
Full Rooster,” that the diner served.  In honor of the new moniker, Burt Carnahan scoured the internet for an 
appropriate group pin and after much effort he was successful in finding a fine golden image of a rooster.  Success 
was not without some bad news – he had to buy 1,000 pins for the dozen attendees.  The good news was that we 
had more than an ample supply for the future.

Katrina didn’t end our early fellowship, but it did wash away our meeting place, and all the remaining rooster lapel 
pins from Burt’s basement!  We moved our meeting place to higher ground in the Food Court of Place St. Charles, 
where our first host, Steve, had relocated his diner.  The new location was dry, but we soon found parking and traffic 
was inconvenient.  After several years we moved to our current location to Between-the-Bread on St. Charles near 
Lafayette Square where on street parking is convenient.  

Regretfully the CBD group records are incomplete, but our recollection is that we have annually averaged from 
8 to 12 active members.  Our partial list of challenges includes a wide range of subjects and views.  Our list of 
completed books contains authors like Calvin, Tillich, Brueggemann, Armstrong, Cox, Lewis, Niebuher, Wills and 
Wright.  We have explored a variety of subjects including the New Testament, Old Testament, Terrorism, Islam, 
Buddhism, Reformation, St. Augustine, and issues before our current Church.  Sometimes the book selection has 
taken a little different perspective with Tuesdays with Morrie, The Shack or a How the Irish Saved Civilization. 

The longevity and glue of our fellowship is not solely due to the early hour of our gathering, or a healthy breakfast.   
Participation is convenient, flexible and open and study leadership is shared each week.  The discussions are significant 
for their curiosity, sharing, and commitment to finding the story.  Ken Kneipp, George Wilson, Bob Weaver, Ed 
Lupberger, Judith Halverson, Larry Hamric, David Grissett, John Galbraith and John Morton Jr., are all ready to 
share the experiences we have found important on this small adventure into finding our faith.  •

Come join us! We meet every Wednesday morning from 7-8 a.m. at 625 St. Charles Avenue!
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by John Morton, Jr. and the members of the CBD Study Group
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Carrollton Christmas Camp
by Carrollton Camp Director, Sean Tate

 In the weeks approaching the Christmas holidays, there existed a feverish buzz amongst my co-workers at 
Samuel J. Green Charter School. This buzz was excitement about a two week break; a time to relax and rebuild energy 
for the second half of the school year. I also possessed a feverish excitement. My excitement, however, was not for 
a break, but for the start of the second Carrollton Christmas Camp, sponsored by St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. While my fellow educators were putting away their lesson plans and activities, I was prepping more plans and 
activities in hopes of an exciting camp filled with the smiling faces of Carrollton Christmas Camp’s participants. 

 As camp started, I found myself reflecting back to December of 2013 when I was fortunate enough to be one of 
the inaugural staff members of SCAPC’s first Carrollton Christmas Camp. Charged with providing the campers with 
literary enrichment during the two-week holiday camp, I was constantly amazed at the kindness, service, and dedication 
church members and camp supporters possessed to make this valuable opportunity a reality. 

 Almost a year later, I was chosen to be part of the second Carrollton Christmas Camp; this time as its Director. 
While excited about the opportunity, I also knew that there were big shoes to fill after last year’s successful Christmas 
camp and the equally successful summer camp that took place earlier in 2014. However, I quickly realized that this task 
did not fall solely on my shoulders. As I joined the SCAPC community, I was greeted with an amazing welcome, good 
wishes, and an incredible wave of support.  This support provided an incredible base for what I hoped would be a third 
successful Carrollton camp. 
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by Carrollton Camp Director, Sean Tate

 Planning camp was, of course, not without its challenges. Big ideas meant an equal level of challenges to 
pull these ideas off. An art project which would have campers celebrate the football festivities of late December and 
January by making their own foosball stadiums out of shoeboxes necessitated a shoebox for each camper. The SCAPC 
community quickly responded by contributing a plethora of shoeboxes for this activity and enough to be used for 
other activities throughout camp.

 But, the excitement of camp quickly snapped me from this reminiscence and back into the present. Camp was 
thriving around me. Our thirty-five campers were bustling through the halls of Lafayette Charter School engaging in 
a variety of activities. Whether in Art, Playbuild, Sports, or Imagination University, this year’s camp was full of smiles 
from our campers, the amazing staff, and the bountiful and dedicated volunteer crew. With all of this activity, you 
would think that there would need to be a break at some point to recharge the batteries. However, energy was never in 
short supply at this year’s camp; largely in part to the delicious and well-prepared meals provided by Pepperoni’s Café 
and through snacks graciously donated by SCAPC members. 

 Bookending these activities were exciting visits from the Audubon Zoo’s Wetlands Mobile, the Aquarium 
of the America’s AquaVan, Games2U’s video game truck and laser tag units, the SPCA, and even an unforgettable 
Christmas Eve field trip to Party Planet Xtreme in Elmwood. 

 I returned to Green Charter School to stories of blissful rest and relaxation from my peers. My break involved 
very little of these things, but was, I believe, more rewarding. Witnessing the joy and fun enjoyed by all who were a 
part of the 2014 Carrollton Christmas Camp was more energizing than two weeks of sleep. I am incredibly grateful to 
have been a part of this important community outreach opportunity. Thanks again to the staff members, volunteers, 
program presenters, those who donated camp supplies, and everyone who supported this year’s camp endeavors in 
many a way, shape, and form. •

To get involved in our upcoming Carrollton Summer Camp, contact Sean Tate, sean@scapc.org.
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pW retreat - january 2015
The drive across the Causeway starts the removal from 

responsibilities at home, so that one can retreat. The many 
trees and lonesome two lane roads are a sense of removal too. 
The last 12 miles are the best for thinking.  And then there is 
the power of the chapel - the structure itself and the subdued 
light at night.  There is a feeling of reverence there that speaks 
to me. The quiet is the most powerful thing however - year 
after year. When the quiet comes my soul is stirred by the 
ability to examine my own beliefs.  While tears are not the 
goal, when they come, they are the reality that my inner 
thoughts have been touched.       -Kathy Randall

Beth Poe was a great leader, so enthusiastic & knowledgeable 
about her subject matter. Her extensive teaching experience 
at Tulane helped her connect with our group. The weather 
and time of year were perfect, and the food was delicious. 
Michelle Baker encouraged us and asked for our help and 
input along the way which was great. The fact that we had 
55 attendees is fantastic!  The labyrinth was great with soft 
music and Martha Beveridge did a great job with the Chapel 
music. It was great that we had so many ladies reading parts 
of the services. The ‘laying on of hands’ in the service was 
meaningful for everyone. Miriam Shulingkamp’s breathing 
transitional activity at the end was very effective. The talk 
around the campfire was a lot of fun. The rooms were very 
neat & welcoming. Sitting in a large circle in the lodge & 
in the Chapel helped everyone feel welcomed and included.  
I enjoyed creating & bringing the PW scrapbook & photo 
albums for all to browse. It is just so great to see such a 
pleasant interaction of intergenerational women and friends 
from SCAPC.                            -Mary Monsted

What a great opportunity to make new friends and to bond 
with old friends. I do not miss the retreat.

         -Elizabeth McGough

As a lifelong learner and educator, I am truly grateful for 
all of the sessions of our 2015 Retreat. The “visuals” of the 
chapel, the lake, and the woods provided much sought after 
serenity and peace. Our community of women is amazing!

-Candy Ulmer Cranch

The annual PW retreat each winter is a great time to renew 
friendships and recharge my batteries from the hectic pace of 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year. It’s the perfect 
time each year to take a deep breath, relax and clear out the 
cobwebs of my hectic lifestyle as well as enjoy the solitude of 
the wilderness, the closeness of friends and the renewal of my 
faith and my relationship with God.        -Jeanie Clinton

This year’s retreat was so meaningful for me! Based on Beth 
Poe’s references to the inspirational writer, Father Richard 
Rohr, I have signed up for his daily meditations; they are so 
inspiring and thought-provoking that I had to create a special 
folder on my computer’s desktop for the ones I wanted to save!

-Martha Beveridge

Experiencing God through our senses was a novel approach 
to worship for me, and it has both expanded and deepened 
my appreciation of His love for each of us.        -Janet Bean

There were many highlights at the PW Retreat: the beautiful 
Soloman Episcopal Conference Center with its inspiring 
chapel, the camaraderie of participants, the excellent planning 
-- but most of all, the engaging enthusiasm of speaker Beth 
Poe, who guided us in looking for the sacred as revealed in the 
familiar world that we experience through our senses.

-Lou Hoffman

Soloman Episcopal Retreat Center
Robert, Louisiana
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Men’S retreat - MarCh 2015

SCapC’S retreatS
taking time to slow down and enjoy faith & fellowship with others

We had a wonderful time at the Men’s Retreat in “Favrotville” in Covington. Good food, good fellowship, good discussion 
and reflection on an engaging book that everyone seemed to appreciate and respond to. The setting, on a bend in the 
Tchefuncta River, couldn’t have been more beautiful and even the weather cooperated with two perfectly beautiful and 
temperate days. I want to thank, personally, Tom Favrot for again hosting us, and John Morton and all the others who 
worked so faithfully and well to make the retreat such an enjoyable success.

I am not sure that I will ever understand the dynamics that make classic “retreats,” like this one, work, but can only 
marvel that they do. The practice is at least as old as the Gospels themselves where we see Jesus “withdrawing” (retreating) 
with his disciples to do things that simply cannot be done amidst the ordinary demands and routines of life and even 
ministry itself. I think all the men who were able to be present feel both closer to one another and to the fellowship we 
share in Christ as the church. I now have to figure a way to wiggle an invitation to next year’s retreat even though I will 
no longer be on the SCAPC’s staff. A final thanks to all the men who participating for their friendship, participation, and 
commitment in being a part of this weekend of Christian fellowship.

       -Jim Stayton, Interim Associate Pastor & 2015 Retreat Leader
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Scholarships at SCAPC
MYRON & WILLIE MAE DIXON TURFITT SEMINARY EDUCATIONAL FUND

& THE JOSEPH W. REDDOCH EDUCATIONAL FUND

 I am incredibly blessed to have received a Myron and Willie Mae Dixon Turfi tt Scholarship this year, and it 
has had a signifi cant impact in making my goal of becoming ordained in the PCUSA both attainable and aff ordable.  
With your help I am currently pursuing a dual Masters of Divinity and Masters of Arts degree focused on ministry 
with young people at Princeton Th eological Seminary. 
   
 I came to St. Charles in 2013 as a Young Adult Volunteer for the Presbytery of South Louisiana.  SCAPC 
sponsored my volunteer placement at the J.W. Johnson Community Garden, and became my congregational 
home in New Orleans, where I was mentored by both Don Frampton and Kelly Hostetler throughout my year of 
service.   In addition to participating in corporate worship at SCAPC, I was also involved in the “Spiritually Hungry” 
women’s Bible study, I was gifted with fellowship at many Wednesday night dinners, and I got to enjoy time with the 
Presbyterian Women on their annual retreat.

 Since my departure from New Orleans in July, I have missed the St. Charles community, but have kept quite 
busy!  In addition to keeping up with my studies at PTS, I have founded a young adult book club that meets monthly 
to study and discuss adolescent literature, I am active with an ecological/agricultural stewardship initiative on campus 
called “Farminary”, and I am working with Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean and Christ United Methodist Church engaging 
in chaplaincy work on the campus of Rutgers University.  Since I’ve only just begun my seminary journey, I am still 
discerning what God’s call for my life will look like.  However, I know that whatever form my ministry takes, I want 
to continue to seek to fulfi ll the charge found in Micah 6:8: “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God.”    
-Jess Rigel, previously a SCAPC-sponsored YAV and now attending seminary with SCAPC’s Turfi tt Scholarship

 I am so grateful to have received the Joseph W. Reddoch Scholarship from SCAPC! I attend Loyola University 
Chicago and I am pursuing a career as a physician. As a biology major, I am applying to medical school in June 2015 
for entrance in the fall of 2016. On campus I am involved in a research lab at Loyola that studies repair systems of 
the nervous system. Th e Reddoch Scholarship has helped this year with textbook and living expenses.

-Claire Franklin, SCAPC Member & recipient of SCAPC’s Reddoch Scholarship 

Are you interested in applying for one of these SCAPC sponsored scholarships? Now is the time! Contact Emily Fleshman, 
emily@scapc.org for more details. Application deadline for both scholarships is May 1, 2015.
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Coker College Chamber Singers at WNO

SCAPC Wine Tasting Club

Senior Adults Natchez Cruise

Souper Bowl of CaringSenior Adults Winter Brunch

Winter
SCapCat

RHINO Sunday

Ronald Markham, CEO of New 
Orleans Jazz Orchestra at WNO
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looKing aheaDcoming up at SCAPC:

Palm Sunday Worship with Chancel Choir and Orchestra, Sunday, March 29
8:30 a.m. Chapel Service with Communion
10:30 a.m. Worship in Music, Chancel Choir and Orchestra Performance

Maundy Th ursday Service with Communion, Th ursday, April 2, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary

Good Friday Service, Friday, April 3, Noon in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday, two identical Sanctuary worship services, Sunday, April 5
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

SaVe the Date:
3/29 | Palm Sunday Orchestra Performance
3/29 | PW Easter Egg Hunt
3/29 | Challenger Class Easter Play
4/2 | Maundy Th ursday Service
4/3 | Good Friday Service
4/5 | Easter Sunday
4/7 | 20/30s PINTS
4/8 | WNO: Laura Lane McNeal, Dollbaby
4/9 | PW Book Club
4/12 | 20/30s Lunch - N.O. Hamburger & Seafood
4/13 | MOMs Group
4/13 | PW Noon Bible Study
4/14 | PW Evening Circle Bible Study
4/15 | WNO: Poydras Home VP, Erin Kolb
4/18 | 20/30s Crawfi sh Boil
4/19 | Selley Series: JoAnna Adams
4/20 | MOMs Group
4/21 | 20/30s PINTS
4/27 | April Session Meeting
4/30 | Senior Adults' Cemetary Tour and Lunch
5/3 | Gospel Music Sunday

5/4 | MOMs Group
5/5 | 20/30s PINTS
5/7 | PW Book Club
5/9 | 20/30s Golf Tournament
5/10 | Confi rmation Sunday
5/10 | Mother’s Day
5/11 | MOMs Group
5/11 | PW Noon Bible Study
5/12 | PW Evening Circle Bible Study
5/13 | WNO: Young Adult Volunteers
5/18 | MOMs Group
5/18 | May Session Meeting
5/19 | 20/30s PINTS
5/20 | Last WNO of the Season
5/24 | Pentecost Sunday
5/24 | Congregational Meeting - Elder Election
5/24 | 20/30s Lunch at Felipe's
5/25 | SCAPC Offi  ce Closed - Memorial Day
6/1-6/5 | Vacation Bible School
6/4 | PW Book Club
6/7 | Start of Summer Sundays

Looking for a way to get involved at SCAPC? We have something for everyone! Book Groups, Bible Study Groups, 
Morning Groups, Evening Groups, Young Adult Groups, we are sure you’ll fi nd a small group to help grow your 
faith and spend time in fellowship with other SCAPC members! Check out a complete listing in the Sunday bulletin 
or on our website, www.scapc.org. Other than small groups, there are many other ways you can volunteer your time 
in worship or service!
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 While fi nancial support is so important to the Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL), physical and mental 
support can be a signifi cant gift too.  In the coming year, the following St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
members will be actively engaged in the work of our presbytery, a unifying group of 52 PCUSA churches from 
Lake Charles to Bogalusa.

 Serving as 2015 PSL Moderator is Kathy Randall; Finance Chair is Lee Randall and he also serves on the 
Louisiana Board of Presbyterian Publications plus the Project Homecoming Finance Committee. Dave White 
leads as Personnel Chair for PSL and John Dunlap serves as Counsel.  Martha Beveridge represents SCAPC on 
Committee on Ministry as does Don Frampton.  Laura St. Clair acts as the liaison between Cuba and PSL to the 
Mission Committee.

 Laurence M. Hamric offi  ciates on the Permanent Judicial Committee and Richard Seelman serves on 
the Committee on  Preparation for Ministry. Ellen Shields Manuel represents PSL on the Board of Young Adult 
Volunteers where Layne Brubaker coordinates their mission site. Andy Fox and Kathy Randall assist in planning 
for the Youth leadership team across the presbytery.    

 Nell Johnston and Dave Grissett are elected by the Synod of the Sun to serve on the Board of 
Presbyterian Foundation of Louisiana, Inc.  Laura St. Clair and Kathy Randall serve Presbyterian Women at the 
presbytery level.

 Lindsey Becker is a Candidate for the Ordained Ministry.  Miriam Schulingkamp is a Candidate 
for Commissioned Ruling Elder, and Specialized Ministry TE Layne Brubaker is being nominated as Vice-
Moderator of Council.  

 THANK YOU for making a diff erence!

SCapC reaches out in
preSbytery Support

BIRTHS
Sabrina Louise Schettler,

child of Bill & Sarah Schettler
Goodwyn Elizabeth Ziegler,

child of Richard & Wish Ziegler

MEMBER DEATHS
Louis Lumaghi Frierson, Jr.

MARRIAGES
Elizabeth Palmer Ellis & Stephen Henry Clement
Elizabeth Wilson Sowa & Stewart Alexander Coleman
Donald Harrison Frampton & Merrell Cathryn Irby

BAPTISMS
Tyler Cohen Miller (adult baptism)
Amara Juliana Elise Schroeder,

child of Jon & Lydia Onimo Schroeder
Clementine Carter DiSalvo,

child of Nick & Stephanie DiSalvo
Hudson Taylor Miller,

child of Heather & Taylor Miller

SCAPC Member Milestones
Share your SCAPC member milestones with us! Send them to events@scapc.org.

by Kathy Randall
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Please deliver to:

quite literally, “The View from St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church”
photo taken from the roof of SCAPC during inspection of the waterproofing project


