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From the Pastor ’s Desk
Dear Friends:
Kelly and I are each commenting on an aspect of our recent church renovations, and I
wanted to talk for a moment about the Garden and Columbarium. I couldn’t be more
pleased over the way this part of our building project turned out, and I hope you agree.
Indeed I continue to hear many compliments on the work, perhaps chief among them that
the Garden “looks like it’s always been there.” That it does is no accident; the architect and
committee went to great lengths to “tie-in” the new work, including paying careful attention
to the overall scale, replicating certain architectural features from the sanctuary building and
even obtaining limestone from the same quarry which produced the exterior limestone for the
sanctuary. I am equally gratified that some 50 members have thus far reserved niches.
But it’s what the Garden means to our church that is most important – a lovely and restful
place not only for the sacred inurnment of cremated remains of loved ones, but for general
relaxation and reflection. This is a place for all of us, for all times and seasons.
“In life and in death we belong to God.” These words are, of course, inscribed in the fountain wall as a reminder of the good
news that, in Jesus Christ, we are God’s children now and forever. Thanks be to God for our new Garden and Columbarium!
Faithfully,

A few summers ago, we were in the parking lot at the zoo, done for the day. I kicked the
low bar on our running stroller to fold it down…and it kicked back! The rubber wheel
swung back and ripped my right big toenail nearly off my toe, sending me straight to the
local emergi-center (or “doc in a box,” as my mother calls them) on Magazine Street. Unlike
a hospital ER, I didn’t have to fill out mounds of paperwork in a crowded waiting room,
watching more severely injured patients go ahead of me. The whole process took less than an
hour, and as we drove home, my numbed-up toe wrapped tight, I recalled an essay by Philip
Yancey, in which he likens the church to an Emergi-Center: open long hours, convenient to
find, willing to serve the needs of people who drop in with unexpected emergencies.
The SCAPC Emergi-Center is now, after a lengthy process, beautifully renovated. In addition
to what Don highlights above, our spaces include a chapel with stunning stained-glass stories
of creation; adjoining parlors to accommodate varied group sizes; a library with the latest
books and commentaries; a 2-story house with a new kitchen and up-to-date media center.
Our task continues to be using our newly renovated Emergi-center to serve the needs of
our community, as well as our congregation. For example, last Friday night, the regular AA
meeting filled our chapel to overflowing. The smell of cigarette smoke wafting around the
entrance said it all: recovery in process, God at work! Sunday mornings in the Bloomfield room, half a dozen young college
women recline on couches, comfortably and passionately discussing the intersection of scripture and their lives: triage happening
– God at work! On weekday afternoons, elementary students spread out around the Land Building, a volunteer tutor alongside
to encourage reading and life skills: physical therapy in session, God at work.
What a joy it is to serve a congregation who understands the wear and tear that comes with the healing process. Changing
lives isn’t quick or easy. But, as we continue to be open long hours, convenient to find, willing to serve the needs of people who
drop in with unexpected emergencies...we will see the newly renovated SCAPC Emergi-center continue to be transformed and
to transform a community of sick, injured and needy children of God.
Faithfully,
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Point of View:

How Does Music Impact Your Faith?
Three SCAPC Members share their experiences

For me, music at our church
provides a pathway to the
experience of spirituality and
always touches my heart. I
think of it as sparking my
imagination, engaging my right
brain as well as my left. When
you add to this experience the
intensely physical nature of
singing, it means that my entire self is engaged. I
have to be “in the moment,” just to make it work.
In a way, I am “practicing” being a whole person,
a practice I hope will guide me towards that way of
living more and more in my daily life.
One
other
thing that comes
to mind about
this
subject,
which is one of
my
favorites,
is in regards to
my experience
singing in the
choir. The choir
is a microcosm
of the church
as a whole: we
are
working
collaboratively
to present an
anthem
every
Sunday, much as
the members of
the church come
together to seek
God in our lives
and make a difference--to heal a broken world. We
have wonderful soloists who enhance the offerings of
the choir, just as there are ministers and leaders in our

“...we are working
collaboratively to
present an anthem
every Sunday,
much as the
members of the
church come together
to seek God in our
lives and make a
difference--to heal a
broken world.’”
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church who strengthen our community with their
special gifts and efforts. And finally, at the center, is
joy--simply that.
					--Julie Nice
Music is an integral part
of the expression of my faith
in God. Music has always
been part of my life, from my
earliest memories: I was born
into a family where singing
together, playing instruments
together, and being part of
choirs and bands was, and
still is, very important. As a little girl, I sang in our
church choir - just as I do today. Singing with the
SCAPC choir brings me
great joy. I also have the
honor of singing with the
Touro Synagogue Choir
for High Holy Days.
Learning some of the
Jewish traditions through
song, is an experience that
has deepened my faith
and enriched my worship
of God.
When I am
singing, I can express to
God those feelings and
thoughts and emotions
for which I cannot find
words.
When I am
troubled, I make up
songs to God, which in turn helps calm and focus
me. When I am happy, I sing tunes that pop into
my head - sometimes a melody I know, or one I’ve
just made up. Music centers me. I believe the Spirit
moves through us, as we express ourselves through

“Music
centers me.
I believe the
Spirit moves
through us,
as we express
ourselves
through
music...’”

music - and for me, that especially happens through
singing. I find communion in singing, both in the
familiar hymns and the intensely moving choral
pieces we take on in choir. From the most complex to
the simply divine, our songs to God lift our souls and
the spirits of many who hear our voices. As we sing,
as we play our instruments, we are gathered around
to share in the wondrous nature of our glorious God.
--Judith Halverson
My own experience of this
city, my faith and music three things so very central in
my life and heart - are mixed
together in ways that make
it difficult to separate. After
all, Jazz Fest of 1998 was my
first date with my husband,
and since our marriage, for 15
years now, most of our days start and end with music.
Although we lived away in New York City
from 2003 through 2008, Kevin and I
came back as often as possible, to visit
his family and reconnect with this city
where we had
met and married.
Ash Wednesday,
2006 marked our
first post-Katrina visit.
While the food was
delicious as ever and
freshly
painted
buildings were
showing signs
of recovery
in
many

“we had been
witnesses to our
beautiful, broken
city and its
many wonderful
people, being
lifted out of the
depths with
renewed faith
- through the
music.’”

neighborhoods, much of the city’s devastation was
still painfully visible. It was the music that restored
my faith in the city and its hopes. Night after night,
as we went out to see old friends, we heard the music.
It was astounding - somehow, it had never sounded
more vibrant.
One Sunday, I read this quote in an order of
worship - from our New York church - but it spoke
to me of New Orleans: “...Colin Davis once said of
Mozart that his internal freedom was incontestable.
It made no difference what happened in the external
world, for he could turn whatever happened into
music...” We knew many musicians who had lost
everything in the storm - but it didn’t break their
spirit or crush their faith. Our last night in town,
Bob French sat down to catch up with us during his
band’s break. He invited me up to sing, and I shared
with the band and the audience the many ways we
had been witnesses to our beautiful, broken city and
its many wonderful people, being lifted out of the
depths with renewed faith - through the music.
--Lesley Kane

Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a series
of articles called “Point of View” in which
members of the congregation write on a topic
that is important and meaningful to them.
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Carrollton Christmas Camp
The Realization of a Long-time Dream of SCAPC
by Emma C. Pegues

“Jesus said, “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever
becomes humble like this child
is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever welcomes one
such child in my name welcomes
me.” – Matthew 18: 3 -5
“Do I have to go home?” The big brown eyes
blinked up at me, twinkling with the mischief and
hope only found in a child at Christmas time, “What
if everyone had a sleepover here? We have enough
snacks!”
I had to laugh. Precious was certainly right.
Thanks to our congregation’s generosity, the children
of Carrollton Christmas Camp had enough snacks,
toys, books, and sports equipment to fill up Santa’s
sleigh twice over. But if you spent even just a few
short minutes over at the old James Weldon Johnson
Elementary School this past holiday season, you
knew that the true gifts were far more meaningful
than those clutched in the hands of the happy
children running through the schoolyard.
The realization of a long-time dream of Pastor
Don Frampton’s, first presented at the 2012 Session
Retreat in Robert, Louisiana, our camp began to
take shape over the next two years as members of the
West Carrollton Study Group met each month to
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discuss aspects of community outreach and ways to
rebuild hope in the West Carrollton neighborhood
that expanded beyond the physical structures built
through RHINO and Habitat for Humanity on

Ferry Place. Acknowledging
this as an area of our beloved
city with a wealth of potential
that was largely untapped, it
seemed a natural fit for St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church’s mission to bring hope
and healing to a broken world
while being intentional in our
faith. The West Carrollton
Study Group anticipated the
miracles that God was to
perform within the gates of
Carrollton Christmas Camp,
and worked tirelessly to make
this dream a reality.
Over
Christmas
break,
CCC gave thirty elementaryage children from the West
Carrollton neighborhood a
free, warm, enriching, and safe
place to be nurtured during a
time when many hard-working

“CCC is the most
important thing
the church has
done in many
years. It is a bold
step forward for
SCAPC’”
-Don Frampton
parents aren’t able to be home.
Fed hot breakfast every day by
various church members and
Rory’s City Kitchen on Oak
Street, our campers were fueled
for exciting morning activities
such as arts and crafts, sports,

and music. Thanks to the
generous donations from
Presbyterian Women and
Raintree Children and Family
Services, CCC had its very
own library where children
could read alongside our

“Being part of
the Christmas
camp was a
joyous and
meaningful part
of our Christmas
break -- I felt
privileged to
participate’”
-Julie Graybill
volunteers before scrambling
back into the cafeteria for
delicious lunches rivaling
those of my alma mater’s
cafeteria. Our afternoons
were varied and exciting: we
worked in the Community
Garden thanks to our Young
Adult Volunteer Jess Rigel,
learned about bugs from the
Audubon Insectarium’s Bug
Mobile, played with a lovable
boxer from the Louisiana
SPCA who taught us how to
properly act around animals,
and honed our journalism
skills
alongside
church
member Renee Peck of The
Times-Picayune and Nola
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Vie. On the last day of camp we had a goodbye party complete
with face painting, a moon bounce, a popcorn machine, and
Pinkberry – with sprinkles!
And yet, in the midst of
all this excitement and activity,
where I felt God’s presence most
was the in-betweens. A hug from
a six-year-old girl to a volunteer
in-between art and music. The
smile on an eight-year-oldboy’s face in-between kicking a
homerun and beginning to run
the bases on his prosthetic legs.
The look of appreciation from
the parents in-between their
child sprinting over to the car
and opening the door to rattle
off their stories of the day. The
way they bowed their heads inbetween “Let us” and “pray.”
Those small, quiet moments, the
moments you could blink and
miss, were where I found God at
Carrollton Christmas Camp.
What the success of
CCC has given us is an excellent
first step in the direction I am confident God is leading St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church. From the seeds we
have planted this past holiday season, it is our hope that many
fruitful opportunities will grow to strengthen the relationship
of our church and the West Carrollton neighborhood.
Looking ahead to summer and holiday programming for the
2014 year, the possibilities are numerous and mounting to
foster a true worshipping community. Each of the volunteers
from SCAPC who participated in CCC can tell you there is
no better way to spend the few
free hours we have than with
these exceptional and wonderful
children – you will come away
knowing more of God’s love and
reinvigorated by His blessings. So,
as you begin to plan your summer
schedules, I urge you to watch for
opportunities to get involved in
some way with our efforts in West
Carrollton. And remember: give
thanks for the little things, find

“Sign me up
for next year!
...the highlight
was interacting
with these
campers, each
with a distinct
personality...It
was an experience
I won’t forget.’”
-Dr. Donna
Ryan Lupberger

“I got to
spend the
days playing
with kids and
having fun! It
was great!’”
-Bob Smith
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God in the in-betweens, and anticipate miracles.
SCAPC thanks the members of the West Carrollton Study Group who worked so hard for the past several years to
make this dream a reality: Don Frampton, Mary DeWitt Dukes, Robert Edgecombe, Harry Hardin, Megan Guy, Matt
Hinson, John Martin, Avery Strada, Greg Beuerman, Peyton Bush, and Bert Ellison. We are also so thankful to all the
wonderful volunteers who donated their time, money, and supplies to make this project a success.
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Phifer Library: Featured Books
A healthy and growing marriage relationship is one
that receives loving attention, care, and ongoing investment from both partners. Reading a book together – or talking through certain chapters – is a great
way to rekindle intimacy and renew affection. Craig
and Barbie Olson, a couple from my home church in
Spokane who have devoted years to marriage ministry,
recommend these resources. See if one appeals to you
– and check it out of the SCAPC Library today!

The Five Love Languages
Gary Chapman
Can’t find a better, more
simple way to learn how to love
each other across the differences.

Love and Respect
Emerson Eggerichs
A very popular and
understandable way of looking
at gender differences.

The Meaning of Marriage
Timothy and Kathy Keller
Renowned Christian pastor and
teacher writing on the subject of
marriage. This is a newer book
that is being read by serious
Christians interested in improving
their marriage relationship.
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The Seven Principles for
Making Marriage Work
John Gottman
The culmination of 30 years
of research on marriage by John
Gottman at the University of
Washington. He is the foremost
reasearcher on marriage in the
country. This book is very easy to
understand and super practical.
Sacred Marriage
Gary Thomas
Written for the Christian
seeking to see in marriage
an opportunity for real
discipleship--very
readable
and easy to understand. Made
a significant difference in
many marriages.

Intimate Issues
Linda Dillow, Lorraine
Pintus
A book on sex, written by
women for women – very
honest, powerful and well
researched.

Love Must Be Tough
James Dobson
Written for marriages that
come into crisis. This book has
stood the test of time; still very
relevant.

PW Book Club: Off to a Great Start!
by Elizabeth Artigues

The Presbyterian
Women’s Book Club
held its inaugural
meeting in April
of 2013, to discuss
the first selection,
The History
of
Love. The snack was
chopped liver spread
and bagel chips - in
honor of the book’s
tragicomic hero, Leo
Gursky. Since then,
our membership has
increased and the
refreshments have
gotten better – much
better.
Book Club members don hats in honor of Nevada Barr Paxton’s book and visit.
Our
fiction
to discuss her book Seeking Enlightenment …
selections have ranged
Hat by Hat: A Skeptic’s Guide to Religion. She
from American classics, The Great Gatsby, to
led the group in a thoughtful discussion about
the latest Pulitzer Prize winner, The Orphan
religion, books and other essentials of life.
Master’s Son. When reading non-fiction, book
The book club has grown to include non-church
club members have shown a decided preference
members as well. People want to join a good
for history. Although most books have some
book club for many reasons - to socialize with
supporters and detractors, the David McCullough
other readers, to engage in lively discussions and
biography of John Adams, more than any other,
debates, and to read more thoughtfully - outside
was praised by everyone. Members found their
the box. As one member observed, “Belonging to
views of both Adams and Jefferson enriched,
a book club, I end up reading some books I would
along with their
never have picked up on my own. Some of those
understanding of
books I’ve ended up really loving.”
this period of our
The PW Book Club continues to meet, always
country’s history.
welcoming new book-lovers, on the first Thursday
SCAPC member
of the month in the Land Building at 7 p.m.
and author Nevada
Upcoming books we are considering are The Red
Paxton,
(aka
Tent, Gone Girl, and Buddha in the Attic.
Nevada
Barr),
provided
the
Want to get involved? Feel free to join us! For
highlight of our year
questions, contact Elizabeth Artigues, elizabeth@
when she graciously
stairnola.org.
visited the book
club in October

“...thoughtful
discussion
about religion,
books, and other
essentials of
life.””
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Challenged by our Challenger Class!
by Michele Murphy

The Challenger Class is
comprised of our SCAPC 4th
and 5th graders, and is one of
our most active ministry teams!
Led by Michele Murphy, the
group has participated in
numerous community projects:
collecting food for drives and
bake sales, raising money for
the SPCA, and writing letters
to military service people. As
the students have learned what
God desires of us as children of
his kingdom, they considered
how best to contribute to the
wider community...and decided
on two projects, Operation Christmas Child and Souper
Bowl of Caring.
Operation Christmas Child is a program established
in 1993 that has provided over 100 million children in
130 countries with simple shoebox gifts at Christmas.
Last November, we sponsored a bake sale after church
and asked all Sunday School children to bring small gift
items. With the money raised, we purchased as many
items as possible, then filled and wrapped our boxes.
The kids thoughtfully packaged each box to best meet
the hopes of a boy or girl of a certain age. We shipped
off 15 boxes which brought Christmas cheer to children
in Peru.
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Souper Bowl of Caring uses the energy of the Super
Bowl to mobilize children in a national effort to help
fight hunger in our community and nation. On
February 2, the class presented the children’s message,
focusing on the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000. After
the service, the students stood at the exits with soup pots
and pans, to collect donations from the congregation.
Our congregation responded to the call to fight hunger,
and the students presented a check to local food bank,
Second Harvest, for $1,400.
This dedicated group of kids are learning great lessons
about serving God in practical and meaningful ways.
In particular, they are learning the many ways in which
God calls all of us, young and old, to be the hands and
feet of God in a needy world.

SCAPC Youth

Take a look at what the SCAPC Youth Ministry has been up
to! In addition to worship, fellowship and fun on Sunday
nights, they had Youth Sunday (Harrison Dunlap in green
stole on right and worship participants below), a Fall
Retreat, and a Christmas visit to City Park’s Celebration in
the Oaks. If you would like to learn more about our ministry
to 6th-12th grade students, or are interested in joining our
leadership team, please contact Andy Fox, Director of Youth
and Young Adults, andy@scapc.org.
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Let Clean Water Flow
Our Latest Mission Trip to Cuba
by Mary Monsted & Martha Beveridge

Every 21 seconds, a child dies from
an impure-water related disease.
Women spend 200 million
hours a day collecting water.
345 million people in Africa alone
are without clean drinking water.
In most parts of the world, access to clean drinking
water is a privilege - not a right. In awareness of
this reality, SCAPC and the Presbytery of South
Louisiana are part of a growing effort to help provide
clean water for those in need. Building on our 20+
year relationship with our sister churches in Cuba, we
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have sent several teams to install a water purification
system and educate the people on its maintenance
at El Centro Reformed Presbyterian Church in
Matanzas. Three SCAPC members, Laura St. Clair,
Martha Beveridge, and Mary Monsted, joined the
Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL) on the most
recent trip in November, 2013. The work was
physical and demanding, but profoundly rewarding
and life-changing for every member of the team.
In hot, humid conditions, the team worked
from 9 am to 4 pm each day, drawing inspiration
from the love and support of Pastors Beidy Casas
and Ary Fernandez, and the cooks, engineers, and
educators. We coached the Cuban educators on the
Living Waters curriculum in the morning, and they
taught the lessons in the afternoon. These lessons
are basic - but so important for understanding what
makes for clean water. We will always remember
Walkiria’s expression of amazement, during a lesson

illustrating the spreading of germs, as she shook my
hand covered with cream and glitter – and drew away
a glittered palm.
Our Sunday worship celebration began with
Sunday School: 22 El Centro children were upstairs
with some of us, while 35 adults met downstairs with
the others. The children were amazed by the many
pairs of scissors we brought, and were delighted to
hold and cut real colored paper! They had sharpened a
dozen pencils for us with a knife, since they don’t have a
pencil sharpener. During the church service, Rev. Fred
Powell of New Orleans gave the sermon in Spanish on
“The Woman at the Well,” and five of us dramatized
the story. We all drank clean water together; the water
from the new system was the best we had ever tasted!
Children sang with their guitarist; Martha awarded
certificates; Pastor Ary gave us a tapestry of the Bible
story, which was recently presented to PSL by Laura
St. Clair.
Sunday afternoon, we celebrated the one-year
anniversary of clean water at Juan G. Hall Presbyterian
Church in Cardenas. The system there was installed in
2012 by a team from SCAPC. We heard many grateful
testimonials: a woman’s improved kidney condition,
fewer cases of illness, and a general improvement in
the health of many people. Pastor Alison walked from
person to person, asking each to make the sign of the
cross in a container of clean water. It was a blessing to
be able to present a monetary gift to assist in continuing
to maintain the water system; Juan G. Hall members
were speechless with joy.
Before returning home, we spent two nights in old
Havana, which, with ongoing renovation, is regaining
its charm. Rev. Joel Dopico, who visited SCAPC
last November, joined us for dinner. He is not only
the pastor of Dora Valentin Church in Varadero, but
also President of the Cuban Council of Churches
until 2016. He sees hope in Cuba’s future, noting
that the Cuban people are resourceful under difficult
circumstances, spiritually strong, kind, optimistic,
literate, and ambitious.
To learn more about future mission trips to Cuba
on behalf of Living Waters of the World, go to www.
livingwatersfortheworld.org. Clean water has a new
meaning for all of us!
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20/30s Service, Reflection &
Fellowship
by Genny Hagler

Young adults comprise a significant proportion of
the membership at SCAPC. From worship to Sunday
school, to fellowship and serving the community,
there’s a lot going on to draw us closer to God. The
three areas of focus for the 20/30s group are community
service, spiritual reflection, and fellowship - areas that
we try to incorporate into each and every event.
Finding ourselves by serving others:
Through RHINO, we recently had a morning
full of hard work hanging windows and trusses at a
Habitat for Humanity worksite. After working, we
went to The Joint for lunch where Emma Pegues,
our RHINO Ministry Director, told us about the
Carrollton Christmas Camp and how we can continue
to be involved in this exciting new ministry of our
church.
Our experiences are transformed into genuine
learning through reflection:
We are in the midst of an eight week study reading
through Mark Scandrette’s book, Free: Spending Your
Time and Money on What Matters Most. This class
is led by Catherine Cauley and Stephanie Haniford
and meets on the third floor on Sunday mornings at
9:30 am.
Our fellowship with each other fosters camaraderie
and mutual support:
November allowed us the time for a wine and cheese
tasting followed by an introduction to the thoughtprovoking book, The Year of Living Biblically where
author A.J. Jacobs documents his quest to follow
every rule in the Bible - even the obscure ones - as
literally as possible.
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We had an exciting White Elephant Party for the
holidays at the home of Brad and Claudia Stillwagon.
After getting our fill of Christmas goodies, we swapped
gifts including one of the most unusual neon Lord’s
Supper paintings anyone has ever seen. Ask Bobby
Segal about this one!
Our monthly brunch at various uptown eateries
including Wayfare, Dat Dog, Felipe’s, and Frostop
allows the space for fellowship and fun. These lunches
are a great way to join the group (with or without
kids!), even if you’ve never participated in the past.
And finally, what spring in New Orleans would be
complete without oyster roasts, crawfish boils, and
golf tournaments? These are just a few of the upcoming
events that the 20/30s have scheduled for the spring.
If you would like to join us, please check out the
Facebook page: facebook.com/groups/SCAPC2030/
or contact Genny Hagler at genny@scapc.org.
The 20/30 Ministry at SCAPC is aimed at recent college
grads and people in their 20s and 30s (or thereabouts)
who are single, married, with or without kids, gay or
straight, black, white, or any derivation thereof! Our goal
is to provide a place of connection for people of similar
age and an entry point for young adults into the life of
SCAPC. We offer a welcoming experience for seekers,
questioners, the convinced and the not-quite-sure; as well
as opportunities for serving others; engaging, thoughtful
exploration of discipleship and a space to encounter the
intersection of faith and the post-modern life.
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SCAPC Senior Adults Enjoy
Flourishing Activity Agenda
by Emily Fleshman

The thriving SCAPC
Senior Adults group
(age 65+) has had many
opportunities for fun
and fellowship over the
last several months.
On a glorious day in
late October, the group
toured the New Canal
Lighthouse on Lake
Pontchartrain, Louisiana’s
only lighthouse and
museum open to the
public. After a fascinating
tour of the museum, the
group walked next door
to enjoy lunch at Landry’s Seafood Restaurant.
On February 2, well over 100 senior adults
packed Frampton Fellowship Hall after the 10:30
a.m. worship service for the annual Winter Brunch
hosted by Don & Colleen Frampton. Jim & Bonnie
Hobden’s amazing culinary skills were tapped to create
a delicious brunch menu of sausage casserole, Carolina
cheese grits, buttermilk biscuits, fresh fruit and king
cake. Don regaled the group with a host of intriguing
trivia questions pertaining to the year 1949.
Most recently, the Senior Adults had a unique
opportunity to visit the Krewe of Rex Den for a special
preview tour of the magnificent floats that will be on
parade Mardi Gras day. Reservations for this popular
event quickly filled to capacity! Following the tour,
the group proceeded to Superior Seafood Restaurant
on St. Charles Avenue for a festive carnival-themed
lunch. Throughout these congenial events, new
friendships were made and existing ones renewed!
What’s next on the agenda for the Senior Adults
group? Your thoughts and suggestions are most
welcome! Please contact Jack Hinrichs (contakjak7@
outlook.com or 895-2332) to help get the ball rolling on
the next event.
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Advent at SCAPC

Advent is always a joyous season at SCAPC! Last
year’s numerous Advent events included our
Fellowship Hall Christmas Village (lovingly created
by SCAPC member, Geoff Snodgrass), the annual
White Gift service, a WNO musical performance by
Shades of Praise, the Chancel Choir Celebration of
Carols Christmas concert, the annual PW Christmas
worship service and reception, our Christmas Eve
children’s nativity play and candlelight services and
the inaugural Carrollton Christmas Camp. Through
it all, with great anticipation, we celebrated the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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New Faces in the SCAPC Office
by Wayne Willcox, Don Frampton & Andy Fox

Emma Cate Pegues, Caitlin Rowland, & Genny Hagler
In the last six months, we have been blessed to
welcome three exceptionally gifted women with hearts
for God and God’s work, to the staff of SCAPC.
Caitlin Wallace Rowland is our Web & Publications
Coordinator, Emma Cate Pegues is our RHINO
Ministry Director, and Genny Hagler is our 20/30s
Program Coordinator. It is with gratitude and joy that
we introduce these women to you, in hopes that you
will have the opportunity to welcome them and work
with them, as we serve God together.

Caitlin Rowland

Web & Publications Coordinator
by Wayne Willcox
Caitlin Wallace Rowland, who joined the staff as Web
& Publications Coordinator in September of 2013,
hails from the small town of Harrisburg, in Southern
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Illinois. She moved to New Orleans to attend Tulane
University, graduating cum laude in English and Studio
Art (Painting concentration). Caitlin and her husband,
Drew,
founded
and manage P.S.
“I feel honored to work
Designs, a web
with such a great group of
and graphic design
business.
This
people. I’ve only been here
successful
parta few months, but I already
time
business
feel like the SCAPC
utilizes
Caitlin’s
Office Staff and the
design and writing
Church Members I see on
skills, and has
deepened her web
a regular basis have always
experience - all of
been family.”’
which she brings
-Caitlin Rowland
to the diverse web

and publications needs of this church. Whether she
is editing and laying out the weekly bulletins or the
quarterly publication of The View, putting together
the Wednesday E-newsletter or updating the first
floor digital displays, or assisting the rest of the staff
on the copier - Caitlin’s to-do list grows longer each
day! Chances are, if you’ve received an invitation to
a SCAPC event, read an announcement or followed
along with a baptism in the bulletin, been handed a
brochure or packet from Presbyterian Women, the
20/30s and 40/50s, RHINO and any other church
programs (including this issue of The View you hold in
your hand)...you’ve seen some of Caitlin’s handiwork.
We are grateful to Caitlin for her dedication, her heart
for ministry, and the many gifts she brings to her
ministry at SCAPC with new each day.

Emma Cate Pegues

RHINO Ministry Director
by Don Frampton
SCAPC is delighted to welcome Emma Caitlin Pegues
(pronounced Puh-GEEZ) as our new RHINO Ministry
Director! A second generation New Orleanian, Emma
received her Bachelor’s in Sociology and Anthropology
while minoring in African Diaspora Studies at
Tulane University. Upon completion of her Masters
of Social Work degree with certification in Disaster
Mental
Health
from Tulane in
“Joining the SCAPC
December, Emma
served as Director
team has been an exciting
of our Carrollton
experience, and one which
Christmas Camp
promises more good times to through January
come! Rebuilding hope in
3rd and began
her work with
our city is something which
RHINO
three
I am personally passionate
days later. When
about, and I am so blessed
she’s not in the
to have the opportunity to
office or out on the
pursue it professionally as
worksites with our
RHINOs, Emma
well. RHINO is a
great program that is made enjoys trying new
restaurants
and
successful by even greater
running her pit
people – I’m thrilled to be
bull, Praline, in
Audubon
Park.
counted among them!”’
Emma’s father, J
-Emma Pegues
Pegues, is also a

SCAPC member. Please join us in welcoming Emma
to the SCAPC family!

Genny Hagler

20/30s Program Coordinator
by Andy Fox
One of my goals, when I came on as Director of
Youth and Young Adults in 2009, was to see the Youth
Ministry grow such that it needed my full attention
and I no longer had enough hours in the day to direct
both the Youth AND Young Adults Programs. Well, I
am thrilled to say that time has come!
As I am able to invest more and more time in our
Youth Ministry, I am
excited to welcome
into
leadership
“Having moved
20/30s
Ministry
here only 3 years ago,
Coordinator, Genny
SCAPC has helped
Hagler. Genny is
me become grounded
incredibly
gifted
and well-suited to
in New Orleans. It
ministry to Young
provided some of the first
Adults, having a
connections that I made
wonderful
heart
in the city, and some of
for
ministry
to
God’s people. She
the strongest. To be asked
has actually been
to work with the 20/30’s
involved at SCAPC
allows me to help others
for several years now,
make those connections,
both as a member
and I’m honored to do so
of the Congregation
and also as a SCAPC
on a daily basis.’”
Nursery
School
-Genny Hagler
teacher and the
director of the Lunch
Bunch program.
Genny is an East Tennessee native and a graduate
of Davidson College and the University of Tennessee,
where she received her BA in Art and Master’s in Art
Education, respectively. As new members of SCAPC,
Genny and her husband, Seth, jumped in to lead, with
Sarah Edgecombe and the Community Ministry Team,
the beloved White Gift Ministry. Genny and Seth are
a great ministry team and we are grateful to have them
both as members, and to have Genny as a member of
the SCAPC staff.
Please take some time to greet her, to thank her, and
to ask her about the 2030’s…I also hear she loves to
give high fives.
Winter 2014 | 21

A “Dee Dah Day”” - The Practice of Celebration
By Rev. John Ortberg, Senior Pastor, Menlo Park
Presbyterian Church

Joy is at
the heart of
God’s plan
for human
beings. The
reason for
this is worth
pondering
awhile: Joy
is at the
heart of God
himself.

Sometime ago I was
giving a bath to our three
children. I had a custom
of bathing them together,
more to save time than
anything else. I knew that
eventually I would have
to stop the group bathing,
but for the time being it
seemed efficient.

Reflecting on this afterward, I realized that I tend
to divide my minutes into two categories: living, and
waiting to live. Most of my life is spent in transit: trying
to get somewhere, waiting to begin, driving someplace,
standing in line, waiting for a meeting to end, trying
to get a task completed, worrying about something bad
that might happen, or being angry about something
that did happen. These are all moments when I am not
likely to be fully present, not to be aware of the voice
and purposes of God. I am impatient. I am, almost
literally, killing time. And that is just another way of
saying I am killing myself. Drying off the kids was just
something I was trying to get through.

Johnny was still in the
tub, Laura was out and
safely in her pajamas, and
I was trying to get Mallory
dried off. Mallory was
out of the water, but was
doing what has come to be
known in our family as the
Dee Dah Day dance. This
consists of her running
around and around in
circles, singing over and
over again, “Dee dah
day, dee dah day.” It is a
relatively simple dance expressing great joy. When she
is too happy to hold it in any longer, when words are
inadequate to give voice to her euphoria, she has to
dance to release her joy. So she does the Dee Dah Day.

Ironically, often the thing that keeps me from
experiencing joy is my preoccupation with self. The
very selfishness that keeps me from pouring myself out
for the joy of others also keeps me from noticing and
delighting in the myriad small gifts God offers each day.
This is why Walker Percy describes boredom as “the self
stuffed with the self.”

On this particular occasion, I was irritated. “Mallory,
hurry!” I prodded. So she did-she began running in
circles faster and faster and chanting “dee dah day”
more rapidly. “No, Mallory, that’s not what I mean!
Stop with the dee dah day stuff, and get over here so I
can dry you off. Hurry!”

And I need to learn. Joy is at the heart of God’s
plan for human beings. The reason for this is worth
pondering awhile: Joy is at the heart of God himself.
We will never understand the significance of joy in
human life until we understand its importance to God.
I suspect that most of us seriously underestimate God’s
capacity for joy.

Then she asked a profound question: “Why?”
I had no answer. I had nowhere to go, nothing to
do, no meetings to attend, no sermons to write. I was
just so used to hurrying, so preoccupied with my own
little agenda, so trapped in this rut of moving from
one task to another, that here was life, here was joy,
here was an invitation to the dance right in front of
me - and I was missing it.
So I got up, and Mallory and I did the Dee Dah
Day dance together. She said I was pretty good at it,
too, for a man my age.
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Life is not that way for Mallory… She just lives.
While she’s taking a bath, it’s a dee dah day moment.
And when it is time to get dried, that’s another one.
After she’s dry, it will be time for another. Life is a series
of dee dah day moments. Not every moment of life is
happy, of course. There are still occasions that call for
tears – skinned knees and cranky towel-bearers. But
each moment is pregnant with possibility. Mallory
doesn’t miss many of them. She is teaching me about
joy.

For further thought:
• If you were having a Dee Dah Day, how would
people know it?
• What would be the outward signs that give you
away?
• Tell about your last “Dee Dah Day” moment.
What brought you joy and caused you to really
celebrate life?
From: The Life You Always Wanted: Spiritual
Disciplines for Ordinary People

Session Planning Retreat
by Kelly Hostetler

The Session Planning Retreat of
2014 began Friday night, January
24, at the home of Jack and Donna
Little, with a wonderful dinner and
a rip-roaring game of “Two Truths
and a Lie.” Thanks to the Littles for
opening their home and hosting a
great social event.
Saturday morning, Session
Members and members of all the
Ministry Teams came together at
SCAPC for worship and to hear
Dr. Beth Poe present a stirring
devotional with great table
discussion to follow, all intended to inspire us as faithful disciples of Christ, anticipating miracles in 2014. We
then met in teams, dreaming and planning the coming year. Lunch, a session meeting, and closing worship ended
the day. “I really, really enjoyed the devotional and the exercise that accompanied it in our groups,” commented
one session member. “I also thought that our team meetings produced many good ideas, conversation, and made
headway for the new year.” Thanks to leadership from Beth, Don and Kelly, Clerk Bob Vorhoff and essential
support from Caitlin Rowland, Steven Blackmon and the whole SCAPC staff team.

SCAPC Member Milestones

Share your SCAPC member milestones with us! Send them to events@scapc.org.

BIRTHS
Adele Mae Carlisle
daughter of Matthew & Christina Carlisle
Jackson Holt Thomas
son of Miles & Rebecca Thomas
MEMBER DEATHS
Mr. John E. DeCamp
Mr. Gray D. Morrison, II
MARRIAGES
Erin Pettit Wimberly to Stephen Johnson Ward
Eugenia Edwards to Mathews Pierson
Angelique Palumbo to Kurt Weiser

BAPTISMS
Jonathan Baldwin Montgomery
son of Meredith & J. Baldwin Montgomery
Bradley Hall Richard
daughter of Cameron & Paul Richard, Jr.
Michael Louis Habetz
son of Lauren & Jeff Habetz
Raoul Philip Chong
son of Suzanne Sere & Sam Chong
Nicholas Michael Wade
son of Chris & Kristen Vorhoff Wade
Luke Anthony Horvath
son of Meg & William Horvath
Walter Alexander Kramer
son of Chris & Meg Kramer
Menzie Patton Parker
daughter of Matthew & Florie Claire Parker
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Please deliver to:

2014 Lent Services & Worship at SCAPC
Ash Wednesday Service, March 5th, Noon in the Chapel
Join us for a time of peaceful worship and preparation for the 40 days of Lent. Receive
the mark of ashes on your forehead, as together we acknowledge our mortality and the
gracious gifts of a loving God.
First Sunday in Lent, Sunday, March 9
Join us for worship at 8:30 and 10:30, Sunday School at 9:30 for all ages.
Palm Sunday Worship with Chancel Choir and Orchestra, Sunday, April 13
8:30 Chapel Service as usual, 10:30 Worship in Music
Maundy Thursday Service, Communion and Choir, Thursday, April 17, 7pm
Good Friday Service, Friday, April 18, Noon in the Chapel
Easter Sunday, two identical worship services, Sunday, April 20
8:30 and 10:30 in the Sanctuary

