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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends,

After years of planning and preparation, we as a church are on the
brink of doing something historic: breaking ground on the largest renovation project in our history. Both the scope and corresponding cost
of the overall work far exceed anything we have ever attempted, comparable only to the construction of our sanctuary back in 1930. When
finished, SCAPC will have a completely new Chapel, Fellowship Hall,
classrooms, meeting rooms, restrooms, connecting corridors, and an
outdoor Garden with columbarium.
These improvements could not be timelier. Our church is growing;
since January we have received over 90 new members. Classes and worship services fill our buildings on Sundays, and between Nursery School,
STAIR, and an assortment of meetings, there is something going on in
our buildings nearly every day. But this campaign not only provides
needed physical improvements; our mission also gets a boost as a tithe
of campaign contributions will eventually be awarded to deserving
benevolences.
None of this would have happened without the determined – tenacious – effort of a special group of lay leaders
who worked hand in hand with equally dedicated staff people. And, it would never have been a reality without
the incredible generosity of the several hundred who made a financial pledge to “Forward Together.” (Thanks to
everyone who participated, we significantly exceeded our goal of $3.75 million!)
So, here we are…and here we go…all to the glory of God. It is truly a historic time!
Faithfully,

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, November 27

The Congregation is called by the Session to meet on Sunday, November 27, immediately
following the 10:30 a.m. worship service, for the purpose of approving a construction contract, granting authority to borrow a construction loan, and authorizing additional expenses to complete the renovation projects. The various projects and their funding through a
capital campaign were approved by the congregation on Sunday, May 8, 2011. In addition,
the congregation will elect three new elders to the Session to fill unexpired terms of service.
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Pardon
our Renovation…. (Part Two)
Renovation Update
by Michael Bell and Wayne Willcox

We have made a lot of progress
since our last update, as we move
forward with our much-needed
renovation of the first floor of the
education building, consisting of a
new chapel, classrooms, restrooms,
library, and Fellowship Hall, in addition to a garden with columbarium on the State Street side of the
Sanctuary.
SCHEDULE
The architectural team finished the drawings
and specifications by the end of the summer. Four
competitive bids were obtained from contractors,
and the Capital Improvement Management Committee decided to recommend to the Session and
the Congregation that we enter into a renovation
contract with Ryan Gootee General Contractors
LLC. We expect construction to commence in December 2011.
The first phase of construction will put all of the
first floor of the Educational Building out of commission for about nine months, except for the current chapel, the freight elevator and the handicapaccessible restroom. The second phase will last
about three months and will convert the current
chapel into the library and renovate the remaining spaces.
The second and third floors of the Education
Building will remain in use throughout both
Phase 1 and Phase 2. Generally, access to the
second and third floors will be by way of entrance via the old chapel or the sanctuary toward
the freight elevator. The Nursery School will
remain in operation throughout the 2011-2012
year, with the first floor classes moving to the

Fellowship Hall East View

first floor of the Land Building after Labor Day
2011, while the older children will remain on the
second floor of the Education Building.
Throughout the renovation, Sessional committee
meetings may take place on the second floor of the
Land Building or on the second and third floors
of the Education Building. Sunday school and
other gatherings may also take place in these areas.
Session will hold its monthly meetings and afterchurch new member receptions in the Sanctuary.
The current chapel will get much use during the
first phase of the renovation. It will be the setting
for Sunday morning coffee hour and other gatherings.
Fellowship Hall - East View

Library
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THE NEW
FACILITIES
In the previous issue of
the VIEW, we told you
about our plans for the
new chapel. In this issue, we would like to tell
you about our renovation plans for the Fellowship Hall, the new Phifer
Library, the parlors and
auxiliary spaces.
The Fellowship Hall will
have a warm wood theme through paneling,
wainscoting and doors that will be enhanced by a
new coffered ceiling. The room will be designed
to handle everything from Nursery School “body
movement” to meals or receptions to audio-visual presentations. A new Nursery School classroom will be located on the East side of the hall
formerly known as the alcove. The Fellowship
Hall will continue to serve as the central meeting
room for the church, but it will be a warmer and
more flexible place.
The new Phifer Library will be located in the
old chapel. Decorated with rich wood hues to
house our unique historical collection of books,
it will serve as an ideal place for church members
to read, hold small
meetings or even hear
the occasional book
review.
The hallways will
be widened and made
uniform with matching tile floors, and
both the men’s and
women’s restrooms
will be completely
relocated and remodeled. The old parlor
and the old library
will become double

Corridor South View

parlors joined by a common door. These rooms
will allow for maximum flexibility in their use for
small meetings or receptions.
All of the renovations are designed to incorporate and complement the existing style and feel
of our church, while at the same time greatly improving its design and function. We are grateful
to the great many of you who have provided support for this project in many different ways, and
we are excited about the improvements that are
about to enhance the life of our facilities in 2012.
Stay tuned!
Corridor - South View

Fellowship Hall West View
Fellowship Hall - West View
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Challenger Class Retreat
by Michele Murphy

Have you ever had the opportunity to spend the
weekend with active fourth and fifth graders? Recently, Allison Thomas and I did just that over a
beautiful October weekend. At our 5th Annual
Challenger Class Retreat to Tickfaw State Park, we
explored our theme of “Living in Christian Community.” The weather was perfect and all of the
children had a great time.
Throughout the weekend we discussed how our
lives are made up of a series of choices, both good
and poor ones, and that we must always balance
the priorities in our lives. God wants our lives to
be filled with experiences and relationships that
bring joy and truth, both for us and for the community in which we live. Some of the activities we
enjoyed included a balance board, relay races and
a time line.
The weekend was not entirely work. Before

lunch on Saturday we went on a hike on the boardwalks and trails that brought us to the river. We
also listened to the sounds of nature and saw the
many different plant types. After lunch, we drove
up to Pine Grove to explore the corn maze. The
next several hours we rode the cow train, shot the
corn cannon and jumped on the inflatable “pillow”. When we returned to Tickfaw later that
afternoon, we prepared shish kabobs cooked on
the fire and had an egg toss. The competition was
fierce but everyone had a fun time.
Before leaving on Sunday morning, we concluded our time together with a closing celebration in which we asked God to be with us as we
go through the many changes and transitions in
our lives, and grow in community with others. I
would like to thank Allison Thomas for chaperoning the trip, and all of the students who attended.

For more information on the Challenger Class, contact Michele Murphy at michele@scapc.org.
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Youth Fall Activities
by Melissa Campbell
Walking into the first Youth Group meeting of
the year, students were greeted with a surprise - huge
inflatable toys and indoor laser tag! They played
hard, and that energy and enthusiasm has carried
throughout the fall, where we’ve enjoyed the largest
Sunday evening Youth Group attendance in church
history. Participation has also been bolstered by a
whole new group of active sixth graders in the mix.
Our first Bible study series topic was “Habits,” and focused on the many different habits we
should all practice as Christians, from how to hold
ourselves accountable to taking time to rest. Each
week we split off into Junior High and Senior High
small groups to engage in conversation and questions surrounding these topics. Youth Director
Andy Fox taught us that just as a table needs all
four legs to stand upright, we too need all aspects
of our life to be equally balanced, including our
faith journey.
We have now started a series on John, titled
“Believe,” which will take us though the rest of the
semester. Each week we read and talk about a new
chapter in this gospel, learning how to apply the
teachings to our own lives.
Along with our lessons, we also make time for
fun and getting to know one another. At the end of
each Sunday gathering, students have a chance to
simply hang out – play foos-ball, pool or make hot
chocolate at our new coffee bar. Recently, we also
had the chance to watch a live newscast at WWLTV, courtesy of Meteorologist and Youth Leader
Derek Kevra.
The Youth Group also organized a Silent Auction
to raise money for upcoming mission trips. Youth
(and their parents) helped find items to contribute
and worked the event itself. The event raised over
$7,000!
For more information on the Youth Group or trips planned for this year,
contact Andy Fox at andy@scapc.org or online at www.scapc.org/youth.
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SCAPC helping to
change a community
by Sarah Edgecombe
On October 23, RHINO and the
20/30 group sponsored a church
wide work day. Fifteen SCAPC
members joined RHINO volunteers from Webster Groves, Missouri, to work on a Habitat for Humanity house in Central City. We
put up siding, caulked (as pictured
at left in the photo of Ashley Jackson), and had some of the braver
volunteers start on the roof trusses!
It was a beautiful, sunny day, and
we woke up the neighborhood
with the sounds of sawing, hammering and laughter. Neighbors
honked and yelled, “Thank you!”
as they drove by. After all of our
hard work, we had a great lunch at
VooDoo Barbeque while swapping
stories about cooking BBQ with
the King of BBQ Don Frampton. I
cannot think of a more meaningful
way to spend a Saturday morning
than with friends, power tools, and
BBQ—all while building God’s
kingdom! We hope to see you out
there next time.
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40/50’s Occupy the Ogden
by Maureen Herring

Not to be outdone by our younger
and very active brethren, the 20/30’s, the
SCAPC 40/50’s group recently participated in a fabulous evening of food, culture, music, and fellowship at the Ogden
Museum of Southern Art. Quite a few
of our group in attendance that evening
were founding members of SCAPC’s first
20/30’s group, formed back in the 1990’s
when the current 20/30’s were mere babes.
We have proved that while some may be
more mature, we still know how to have a
good time, New Orleans style!
Although I drive past the Ogden on a daily basis on my travels to work, I have never
had an opportunity to visit. The first thing
I noticed about the Ogden is the beautiful
floating staircase and mezzanine-style balconies that overlook the atrium. This was

O

the gathering place for those who chose to
take a guided tour, provided by one of the
Ogden’s docents. Gradually making their
way down through galleries on the top
floors of the museum, the group viewed
Southern art from the Ogden’s Permanent
Collection, including some amazing works
by Ida Kohlmeyer and Clementine Hunter.
I have to admit I spent most of the evening enjoying the live entertainment,
provided by New Orleans musician Lynn
Drury. Her soulful voice, skillful guitar playing, autobiographical songs, and
outfit- sundress with cowgirl boots – were
most entertaining! I enjoyed the talents of
a truly gifted singer and songwriter.
Finally, the ever-adventurous 40/50’s
made their way to the top level of the museum, for more socialization, and a spectacular evening view of the city. It was a
truly enjoyable night. Hopefully you can
join us at our next event!

For more information on the events of the 40/50 group go to www.scapc.org/4050
and for more information on the Ogden visit http://www.ogdenmuseum.org/
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Creating SCAPC’s
Advent Devotional Booklet
by Emily Fleshman
Advent is a most joyous time of year at
SCAPC! Over the years the church has explored fresh ways to welcome the birth of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. A decade or more ago the idea was hatched to
develop our own Advent Devotional Booklet – one comprised of original writings by
church members sharing their personal reflections for a particular day of the season.
The original Advent Devotional Booklets
were developed long before word processing and personal computers were commonplace. As a result, although the booklets
were greatly enjoyed, after many years the
project was put on hiatus as the church staff
focused on other duties during the hectic
holiday season.
For many years that followed, in preparation for Advent, the church purchased Advent Devotional Booklets for the congregation from Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary, Christian Book Distributors, and
similar outlets. The booklets were always
snapped up quickly by the congregation
when put on display on the first Sunday of
Advent. Yet, somehow, they lacked a personal touch. After Christmas 2009, Kelly
Hostetler shared her wish for SCAPC to
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resume the production of an internally-developed Advent Devotional Booklet for the
2010 season.
When the church staff held a retreat in
early summer 2010 to plan the coming
year, the resurrected Advent Devotional
Booklet project remained on the “wish list.”
At this point, a timeline was developed to
ensure delivery of the booklets by the first
Sunday of Advent. During the summer of
2010 Sunday bulletin publicity introduced
the concept of the booklet and sounded
the initial call for writers. In addition, for
the first time a request was made for original artwork to adorn the booklet. Thankfully, our congregation includes a number
of highly talented writers and artists of all
ages.
As volunteers signed on, date assignments were made with submissions
due September 1 to the church
oﬃce.
Church member
Louise Kepper was the first
to call and express her enthusiasm for the project.
With a birthday of December 24, the Advent season has
always been particularly special to

Louise. It would be no less so in 2010 as
she looked forward to celebrating her 90th
birthday. Louise graciously agreed not only
to write a devotional for the booklet, but
also to share her watercolor paintings and
numerous photographs she had taken years
before while engaged in a project to document church stained-glass windows across
New Orleans. Louise was delighted to be
assigned December 24 her devotional.
As the deadline approached, many writers shared that they found crafting a devotional far more challenging than originally
imagined, but most rewarding in the end.
Devotional writer Maureen Herring shared
this:
“I was first asked to write an Advent
Devotional in the fall of 2010. At that
time I was in the process of recovering from a series of life events that had
shaken my confidence, my faith, and my
ability to fully participate in the life of
SCAPC. Both of our wonderful ministers helped me during that time. I
am not certain, but I think one
of them may have suggested I write a devotional
and I gladly accepted
the task. For me,
studying the recommended passages,
contemplating, and
writing that devotional

provided a gentle, quiet, and stress-free
way to re-enter the life of the church
that means so much to me. Whoever
asked me to contribute this did me a
great service by providing me with this
opportunity.”
When all submissions were received the
editing process began in earnest. Great
efforts were made to create harmony between a written piece and its accompanying artwork. Excitement about the finished
product grew internally to the point that
the pastors requested that the booklet be
mailed to each SCAPC member household
by the start of Advent. To meet this deadline, printing of the booklets in the church
oﬃce began in early to mid November.
The wheels are, once again, in motion
for the 2011 SCAPC Advent Devotional
Booklet to be available for the first Sunday
of Advent, November 27. It is our sincere
wish that as you delve into the newest
booklet, you will not only prepare your
heart and mind for the coming of our
Savior, but also grow closer to members of
our congregation through their abundant
talents shared.

Thank you to all writers and
artists for contributing to the
2011 Advent Devotional Booklet!
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A Banner Event!
by Steven Blackmon, Director of Music
It was about five years or so ago that members
of the Worship and Music Committee starting commenting about the deteriorating state
of the Advent/Christmas banners that have
adorned our sanctuary for the last seventeen
years. They were sturdy and colorful creations
designed by SCAPC artist Kitty O’Meallie
Johnston and they have
served us well; however,
the felt material of which
they are constructed had
started to look compressed
and wrinkled, and the glue
holding the abstract designs
in place started to discolor
and to let go. After a few
years of procrastination,
our committee decided that
the time had finally come
to replace them.
Our new banners, that
go up on November 27,
are the wonderful creation
of local artist Patti Adams,
whose amazing and awardwinning work can be seen
in all sorts of unusual places
around town. Known as an
artist, musician, and calligrapher, Patti presented to
the Worship and Music Committee an idea
that combines elements of Christmas Carols,
of Holy Scripture, and images that are found
in the decorations that adorn our church’s
interior and exterior. If you look closely you
will find elements that are represented in
the stained glass, and in the masonry, in the
woodwork. All of these things combine in a
form that is ultimately evocative of both medieval tapestry and of illuminated manuscript.
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On the St. Charles Avenue side of the banners, you will see, as your eye moves from the
back of the room toward the front, a kind of
visual timeline that begins with the Prophecy,
moves forward through the Annunciation, and
that then illustrates such subjects as the Journey, the City of Bethlehem, the Holy Birth,
the Angel Appearing to
the Shepherds, the Arrival of the Wise Men (see
inset), etc. On the side of
each banner that faces the
pulpit, you will find a calligraphic illumination that
indicates the name of the
Advent or Christmas carol
that forms the inspiration
for the artwork on the opposite side, as well as an
inset of the actual image.
Thus is the Christmas story told in a way that leads
you all the way through
“O Come, Emmanuel” to
“Joy to the World!”
Our new banners are
made possible through
gifts in memory of Mrs.
Kit Favrot, and with the
gracious blessing of her
wonderful family. Advent, Christmas, and the
White Gift service were all particularly loved
by Kit, and it is our hope that these new banners will serve to heighten for us the sense of
wonder and joy that she never lost throughout
her full life and long calling as a member of St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.

Fulfilling the Great Commandment
in the Big Easy
by Avery Strada, RHINO Program Manager

“Jesus, come and heal this land,
Help our hearts to understand,
To fulfill the great command,
Move our feet and use our hands”
Each day I spend with RHINO volunteers and
engrossed in RHINO duties these lyrics, which a
friend wrote, always come back to me. I truly believe they embody the spirit of RHINO. This ministry is healing this land we call home. Each day
our hearts along with the hearts of our volunteers
are understanding the pain and fulfilling the great
command to love our neighbor. Every single volunteer is using his or her hands and feet to rebuild
hope and neighborhoods each day.
RHINO is unique in so many ways and continues
to draw people back here… time after time. Maybe
it’s the hard yet rewarding work that comes with
building a home; maybe it’s the delicious food we
serve each night; maybe it’s the tour where they can
see how New Orleans is changing for the better;
maybe it’s the fellowship and hospitality of SCAPC
members…or maybe it is just a feeling volunteers
have when they leave, knowing they have made an
incredible difference in the life of someone they
met face-to-face that week. One thing is certain —

RHINOs from Kirk of Kildaire work hard
building the walls of a house on Eagle Street.

RHINO volunteers from Webster Groves work to ensure the
siding is measured and cut properly.

by each group returning year after year, we are reminded that we are called to serve and continue to
be Jesus’ disciples throughout this world.
This fall has been wonderful and packed full of
volunteers for RHINO. In October and November, we welcomed more than 100 volunteers. Some
volunteers are first-timers and some are veterans,
but all are excited to be giving back.
Each day with RHINO I become more aware of
the beauty of our God, our God who is ever present
and ever healing. The smile on a homeowner’s face
or the morning sun shining down on a half-built
house are some of the moments when I feel everything is right in the world. I am constantly amazed
at how fast each volunteer learns a new task and
how they all are friends and never strangers. This
ministry is incredible and necessary in a city where
there is still much work to be done. Rest assured
that RHINO and its volunteers are healing this
land and fulfilling the great commandment. May
we continue this ministry and journey of RHINO
together!

Have a free Saturday and want to hammer, paint, or learn
how to use power tools? Then RHINO is the place for you!
Contact Avery Strada at (504) 897-0101 ext. 111 or at
avery@scapc.org for more information on getting involved.
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Living Waters for the World
by Dr. Wesley Alden, Laura St.Clair and Ann Van Horn

Water is life’s most basic and fundamental need. Each person requires at least 5 to 13
gallons of clean, safe water a day for drinking,
cooking, brushing teeth and caring for babies.
Every 19 seconds a mother loses a child to
water-related illnesses. Approximately 1.8 million people die each year from diarrheal disease
like cholera. In developing areas of our world,
nearly 1 billion people live without clean water. Water affects health, education and poverty,
especially in women and children who are usually the family members sent to collect water,
spending up to 70% of their time in travel and
collection, taking away from time that could be
spent in school, earning a living or taking care
of the family.
Living Waters For The World is a global mission resource of the Synod of Living Waters,
PC-USA. LWFTW serves as a resource for
churches of all denominations, civic and service
groups and individuals by addressing the world’s
water crisis through treatment of a community’s
available, but contaminated water source using
“small scale” batch water systems designed for
installation in settings such as churches, community and day care centers, schools, clinics,
hospitals and orphanages.
SCAPC members Wes Alden,
Laura St. Clair and Ann Van
Horn have the distinction of being SCAPC’s first graduates of
“Clean Water University,” a program of LWFTW. The three
attended a training session in
September through the generous

sponsorship of SCAPC’s World Mission Committee. The training provided formal class instruction and training in partnership development, project administration, health, hygiene,
spiritual education, clean water system installation, operation and maintenance.
Their experience was shared with 44 others
who are now forming teams, raising money and
planning trips to partners in need all over the
world. For Wes, Laura and Ann, the next step
will be to establish a covenant partnership with
our sister church, El Fuerte, in Cardenas, Cuba.
Their community source of water has been tested
and found contaminated. There is much work
to do before the team SCAPC is ready to go to
Cuba next spring to partner with El Fuerte. It’s
exciting to know that similar teams will be landing in cities throughout Central America, and
Haiti and Ghana. Please keep all the teams in
your prayers.

For more information
www.livingwatersfortheworld.org
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SCAPC HOPE SUNDAY
CHANGES LIVES
...at SCAPC and around the world!
On Sunday, September 25th, more than 60 children from around the world shared in a new hope:
they were adopted by members of SCAPC, through
World Vision’s Hope Sunday. It was the first such
event our church has
held, and the effect
upon our members was
electric.
“I’ve often
wanted to help in the
fight against poverty,
AIDS and family…but
was frustrated by the
how,” said event chair,
Askala Harris. “World
Vision’s child sponsorship program is a wonderful way to respond to
Vitoria Araujo
God’s call to help those
(9 years old, Brazilian)
in need…and fight povVitoria was adopted by the
erty and disease at the
Baker Family on Hope Sunday.
same time.”
Many members joined in this response to God’s
call, as a diverse group made their way to the signup tables on the 25th. Families, young couples,
grandparents, teenagers, single adults and, because
the financial commitment is so minimal, students
and several teenagers were able to sign up as new
sponsors.
World Vision has been working with sponsors
and children, families and communities for over 60
years, transforming millions of lives. In 2008, sponsors around the world cared for 3.6 million children.
World Vision employs 40,000 staff around the

world, partnering with community leaders, families and children in order to improve the lives of as
many people as possible. Hope Sunday is designed
by World Vision to utilize the unique influence of
churches in a given community. SCAPC’s event was
sponsored by the World Mission Committee, whose
directive includes the work of educating and including the congregation in new worldwide mission opportunities such as this one.
“When I committed to support Jacqueline, a
7-year-old girl living in Rwanda, I thought it was
mostly about writing a check each month,” said Kelly
Hostetler, a World Vision
sponsor for four years. “I
couldn’t have been more
wrong. This is about a relationship with a child in
need. I have been given
the opportunity to invest
in this little girl’s life –
something I am honored
to be able to do. Jacqueline’s father is in prison…
and her mother recently
died…two things that
A recent photo of 11 year old
would normally signal
Jacqueline Muragijimana, of
the end of the family, let
Rwanda.
alone a child’s education
and hopes…even her life. But, Jacqueline and her
siblings recently purchased a goat and two huge bags
of seed to plant for food. What would they have done
without World Vision?? I don’t know. It’s the story for
a lot of people in need, around the world.”
www.worldvision.org

To all Hope Sunday sponsors: If you have not received your welcome packet and confirmation of your
sponsorship, please contact Kelly Hostetler as soon as possible (kelly@scapc.org). If you are interested in finding
out more about World Vision, or in sponsoring a child, please go to World Vision’s website – you can sign up for
a child in just a few minutes. A few minutes, and you can change the life of a child, forever.
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Congregational Life
Dishes up Supper Clubs!
by Julie Graybill and Bob Smith
Food and fellowship. Two things we New Orleanians
adore. And there is no better place to receive both than
at a SCAPC Supper Club! Since the fall of 2009, Bob
and I have experienced Martha Beveridge’s carrot cake,
Mayson Buﬃngton’s sangria, Lisa Eldredge’s wonderful
fish dishes, Gail Lemarie’s osso buco, Julianne Lansing’s
garlic bread, and have swooned over anything made by
the Stickneys. In fact, we have all been exposed to so
many wonderful food offerings, that Susie Rumsfeld is
working on compiling a cookbook of SCAPC Supper
Club delights (some of which can be found to the right).
But even more important to us than the food has been
the chance to meet and know others in our church whom
might not have met otherwise. It has enriched our lives
at the church beyond measure. And what could be a
better way to get to know God than getting to know
his children? Breaking bread together, that’s what
we do at supper clubs. We share in the bounty God
has
given us when we break bread together and
unite in the spirit of thanksgiving. Our
humanity is at least partially exposed
during the supper club evenings
as we mutually share ourselves and our stories.
We hope you can join
us next time around
the table!

Homemade Gooey
Brownie Recipe
Ingredients:
• 1 cup unsalted butter
• 3 cups white sugar
• 2 tsp. pure vanilla
• 4 eggs
• 6 oz coarsely chopped good quality semi
sweet chocolate
• 1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
• 1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
• 1 tsp. salt
• 1/4 tsp. baking powder
• 2 cups chopped nuts (pecans, walnuts or
peanuts, optional)
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350o. Using Pam or Baker’s
Joy, grease a 9 x 13 baking pan. In a heatproof medium bowl set over a pan of simmering water on medium heat melt butter.
Add chocolate and cocoa, stir until chocolate
is melted and well combined with butter and
cocoa. Set aside to cool slightly. In a separate bowl sift together flour, salt and baking
powder. In a bowl of an electric mixer fitted with a whisk attachment combine sugar,
eggs and vanilla, beat on medium speed until pale, about 4-5 minutes. Add chocolate
mixture; beat until combined Add flour
mixture in thirds to chocolate mixture; beat,
scraping down sides of bowl until just combined. Don’t over mix! If adding nuts, fold
into mixture at this time. Mixture should be
thick. Spread brownie mixture into greased
baking pan, smooth top with rubber spatula
and bake in preheated oven for 30-35 minutes, or until a toothpick comes out with a
few crumbs but dry. Let cool slightly in pan,
about 15 minutes. Lift brownies out of pan
and let cool completely on a wire rack before
cutting into squares.
Submitted by Jean Stickney
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Frank’s Smothered
Green Beans
Ingredients:
• 12 oz package of bacon
• 1 heaping cup coarse chopped onions
• 1 tsp. minced garlic
• 3 lbs fresh green beans, washed and trimmed
• 2 tsp. Veg seasoning
• 1 Tbsp. Kitchen Bouquet
• ½ cup chicken stock

Directions:
Cut bacon into small pieces and fry in heavy
dutch oven. Remove when crisp and set aside,
leave all bacon grease in pot. Add onions – cook
stirring until they begin to turn brown, add garlic and cook another minute. Add green beans
and raise stove temperature so that beans begin
to fry, stirring constantly. Beans will lighten a
bit as they fry. Then return bacon bits to pot.
Add vegetable seasoning. Continue stirring.
When ingredients are mixed, add 1/3 of the
combined chicken stock and Kitchen Bouquet.
Cover and sweat beans about 5 minutes until
much of the liquid disappears. Stir occasionally.
Repeat twice more until beans are cooked.
Submitted by Donna Davis

Holiday Potato
Casserole
Ingredients:
• 3 lbs round red potatoes, peeled and quartered
• ½ cup butter or margarine
• 2 (3-ounce) packages cream cheese, softened
• 1 cup (4 ounces) shredded Cheddar cheese,
divided
• ¾ cup finely chopped green pepper
• ¾ cup finely chopped green onions
• 1 (2-ounce) jar diced pimento, drained
• ½ cup grated Parmesan cheese
• ½ cup milk
• 1 tsp. salt

Directions:
Cook potatoes in boiling salted water, covered
for 15 minutes or until tender; drain and mash.
Add butter and cream cheese; beat at medium
speed with an electric mixer until smooth. Stir
in ½ cup Cheddar cheese, green pepper, and
remaining 5 ingredients. Spoon mixture into
a lightly greased 11-by-7-inch baking dish.
Cover and refrigerate up to 24 hrs, if desired.
Remove from refrigerator; let stand, covered, 30
minutes. Uncover and bake at 350o for 25 to
30 minutes or until thoroughly heated. Sprinkle with remaining ½ cup Cheddar cheese; bake
5 more minutes or until
cheese melts.
Submitted by Susie
Rumsfeld
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Around and
About with
Presbyterian
Woman
by Jeanie Clinton, Moderator

Two beloved traditions at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church that usually occur
in October and November have been moved
to spring dates this year....
Simple Elegance, the annual social event for
Presbyterian Women, will be held this spring
at the beautiful Stella Street home of Libbie
Riess on Tuesday, March 6, 2012. Please save
the date for an evening of food and fun!
Some of the early Simple Elegance events
were held in the gardens of Louellen Berger,
Linda Christovich and Janet Bean, and teams
of women brought table decorations, china, silver, crystal, flowers, linens and a table
theme to their mini party of eight. Of course,
through the years we’ve been lucky enough
to avoid both rainstorms and hurricanes, but
in 2009 a mid-afternoon thunderstorm did
cause us to “shift gears” at the last minute and
abandon plans for tables in the garden at Sybil
Favrot’s home. Instead we changed the format to casual visiting and finger foods on held
plates...and loved it! The easier format continued at Donna Flower’s home last year and
will be the same this spring at Libbie’s.
The SCAPC Women’s Retreat is in its sixteenth year, having met first at Feliciana Retreat Center and now at Solomon Episcopal
Retreat Center in Robert, LA. Save the date
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for January 30 - 31, 2012 (all day Monday
and Tuesday morning). Pre-registration is encouraged and registration forms will soon be
mailed out and will also be available in the
church oﬃce.
SCAPC is delighted to announce that Janice
Catron (author of the 2013–2014 study on
Exodus) for HORIZONS Magazine will be
the leader of its January 30-31, 2012 Women’s Retreat. The theme of the retreat will be
“Connecting To God.” Janice is pastor of John
Knox Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky. In preparation for the ministry, Janice
overlapped by one year studying at Columbia
Seminary with Don Frampton.
Her previous works include the awardwinning study on the Old Testament book of
Job for Presbyterian Women. She is a native
of Laurel, MS and is excited by the opportunity to return to the Crescent City, where her
husband proposed to her. Janice is married to
Gordon E. Berg.
Watch your mailbox (or e-mailbox) for a
PW survey in early 2012 also. We’d like your
input on times that work best for you for
Bible Study and retreat times for our future
planning endeavors.

Give the gift of
HOPE this
Christmas season!

SCAPC Member
Milestones
Share your SCAPC member milestones
with us! Send them to events@scapc.org.
BAPTISMS
Patrick Joseph Able, son of Shannon and
Patrick Able (9/25/11)
Jane Parker Hillery, daughter of Sarah and
Sergei Hillery (10/2/11)
William Turner Eﬃnger, son of Katherine
and Eric Eﬃnger (11/6/11)
Parker Sorrell Moritz, son of Piper Lanier
and Andrew Moritz (11/13/2011)

Send a RHINO Christmas card to your friends
near and far, so they can see the good work being
done by our church. When you buy a RHINO
Christmas card, you will help continue this ministry
of welcoming volunteers and rebuilding hope for
the people of New Orleans. Christmas cards will be
for sale for $10 after the 8:30 and the 10:30 church
services during Advent. Christmas Cards are also
available online at www.scapc.org/christmascards.
If you have questions, please contact Avery Strada at
897.0101 X 111 or avery@scapc.org

MEMBER DEATHS
Mrs. Charlotte P. Carriere, Jr.
Mrs. Eleanor Monaghan
Mr. Sam Sanders
Mrs. Donabeth Jones
Mrs. Sara Virginia Hines
MARRIAGE
Elizabeth Kelleher Hardin to Brett Jared
Goodwin
Robert Kent Mitchell to Elizabeth Denton

Homebound Communion Visits
Homebound Communion Visits by the Pastors: Don Frampton and Kelly Hostetler will be taking communion to homebound persons in December. If you know of someone who would like
to be visited, please call Emily Fleshman at 897-0101, ext. 112; or email her at Emily@scapc.org.
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St. Charles Avenue

presbyterian church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118
Online at www.scapc.org.

Advent
at SCAPC
40/50 Group “Fellowship To Go” Progressive Dinner
Thursday, December 1
6:30 PM | Offsite

20/30 Group Brunch & Gift Exchange
Sunday, December 4
11:30 AM | Offsite

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Worship Service
Tuesday, December 6
5:30 PM | Chapel and Fabacher Home

Youth Group - Visit “Celebration in The Oaks”
Sunday, December 11
6:00-7:30 PM | City Park

Youth Group - Christmas Party and Gift Exchange
Sunday, December 18
5:30 PM | Youth Room

See www.scapc.org for full details!

SCAPC’s invites you to join us this Advent season to share in the
joy, love and celebration of our Savior’s birth!

White Gift Service
Sunday, December 11
10:30 AM | Sanctuary

Celebration of Carols, Chancel Choir
Sunday, December 18
10:30 AM | Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Services

December 24 | Sanctuary
Family - 5:00 PM (Childcare)
Lessons & Carols - 7:30 PM (No Childcare)

Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25
9:30 AM | Sanctuary

