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Dear Friends:
As you know, for some time – many years in fact – the church has been studying plans to renovate
and improve our property. The work began way back in 2004 when, as a result of a congregational survey,
it was determined that certain property improvements were needed and desired. These included a refurbished Sanctuary, an expanded Chapel to accommodate crowds that have been exceeding capacity for 10
years, a Memorial Garden with a columbarium, and a renovation of the first floor of the Education Building (Fellowship Hall, classrooms, bathrooms, etc.). The Session was set to present the plans to the congregation in the fall of 2005 when Katrina hit. We set everything else aside, including this project, and went
to work helping our community. The Sanctuary was refurbished by post-Katrina insurance proceeds, but
the rest of the proposed improvements remained.
Two and a half years ago, the Property Improvement Task Force (Michael Bell, Chair; Lyn Fabacher,
John Geiser, Dave Grissett, Shannon Holtzman, Pierce Jonassen, and Eean McNaughton) resumed the
work and presented revised plans to the Session last fall, then modified and refined them further. In October, the Session approved the plans as well as additional funding to develop them to the point where they
may be taken to the congregation for feedback. At the congregational meeting of November 7, the congregation approved the additional funding, which will also provide for a capital campaign consultant.
During this upcoming January and February the congregation will be invited to small, neighborhood meetings to solicit congregational feedback. Information from these important meetings will be
taken back to the PITF for further revisions, as necessary. Finally, upon Session approval, the congregation
will meet in March for approval of the project.
This represents a special milestone for SCAPC. It’s not often that we work on our own house. In
fact, it’s been nearly twenty years since our church had its last capital campaign. PITF feels this is the time
for our congregation to again consider this type of campaign to renovate our facility, which in turn will
improve and enhance the life of our church and our ability to carry out our mission. We welcome your
comments, participation and enthusiasm. A floor plan showing the proposed renovations under discussion
is included in this issue.
I hope you will be fully engaged as well as fully supportive.
Faithfully,
Don

Terry with her mother,
Debra, and father,
SCAPC Sexton
Donald Jeﬀerson.
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News
1

coordinating team will be looking
for alternative ways to include more
working women in our gatherings
in the future. But for now, please
add November 7 and 8 in 2011 to
your calendars, and plan to join
us again for our already-scheduled
retreat next fall.
And to all of those who came
and participated: thank you so
much for your gifts of sharing. All
of your contributions are deeply
appreciated!
- Jeanie Clinton,
2010 Retreat Coordinator

IN BRIEF

Presbyterian Women’s Retreat a
Huge Success
‘Thumbs up all around’ were
the high marks on the evaluation
forms for our recent retreat leader,
the Reverend Patricia Snyder of
University Presbyterian Church in
Baton Rouge.
Her
theme,
Spiritual
Disciplines:
The Time of
Your
Life,
was most enlightening and many
participants urged us to “invite
Patti again!”
Both the weather and food,
once again, were spectacular as the
group enjoyed the beauty of the
Solomon Episcopal Conference
Center, on November 8th and
9th. To say “there’s not enough
time in the day” here is apropos for
we truly didn’t have enough. Our
retreat began with a walk around
the labyrinth as a way to become
centered. It was just wonderful and
included the ringing of chimes.
The opening worship service
featured a beloved text, Ecclesiastes
3: 1-15, and the group was asked to
listen for one word from the reading
to take as a sign from God of where
we should focus our minds, hearts
and perhaps how we should spend
our spiritual time over the coming
days and weeks…mine was “build
up”. And indeed, there is much in
my life that needs that focus.
Three questions upon departure
resonated with the group as they
packed their cars for the drive
back home: 1) What am I deeply
attracted to and why? 2) Where do
I feel God calling me? and 3) What
kind of balance do I need in my life?
For those members of PW who
could not join us this fall, please
know you were missed.
Our
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SCAPC is the Place to be on
Wednesday Nights!
Looking for a way to lift your
spirits mid-week? SCAPC is the
place to be for fellowship and great
food with your church family!
Each Wednesday, Jim and Bonnie
Hobden use their culinary talents
to prepare an amazing meal for
all to enjoy. Weekly menu items
include such favorites as crawfish
pasta, meat & veggie lasagna,
New Orleans-style red beans &
rice, meatballs & spaghetti, baked
catfish, chicken piccata, and much
more. Each meal is accompanied
by fresh fruit trays, a full salad bar,
and tempting desserts. The cost
for dinner is $5 for children, $8
for adults, and a maximum of $20
for an entire family, the best deal
in town! Too busy for a sit down
meal? Consider picking up meals to
go for you and your family.
The
Congregational
Life
Committee schedules post-dinner
speakers on occasion. This fall,
our congregation enjoyed dynamic
presentations from New Orleans
Hornets TV Color Analyst Gil
McGregor, and nationally known
Tulane Business School professor
Dr. Peter Ricchiuti. Plan to join
the fun on Wednesday nights in
2011! Dinner reservations may be
made by calling the church oﬃce

3

at 897-0101 or e-mailing events@
scapc.org. Dinner will resume on
Wednesday, January 12.
- Emily Fleshman
A new experience at Halloween!
As the days counted closer
and closer to Halloween, the
SCAPC oﬃce staﬀ got more and
more excited-not for the Saints on
Sunday night, but for the Thursday
beforehand. Why, I kept asking
myself, but being the new guy I
figured I would just play along
and figure it out as I went. When
Thursday, October 28th got here I
finally understood what all of the

commotion was about! I arrived
that morning to find Pierce dressed
as the town’s new Sheriﬀ, Carol
as a cowgirl complete with boots
and hat, and Emily in red & white
as Minnie Mouse with ears to
complete the outfit. After a few
minutes, Michele stepped out of her
oﬃce as a mad scientist, but let’s be
honest - with that many classes to
run, who wouldn’t go a little mad?
Speaking of crazy, Andy stepped
out of his oﬃce as a woodsman
with ax in hand and a beard that
matched someone who had been
in the wilderness for at least two
weeks. The cherry on top would
have to be Wayne who was dressed
as none other than Wayne from
Wayne’s World! As the nursery
school children went through the
oﬃce getting candy from all of us
and wondering why everyone in
the oﬃce looked so funny, we could
only laugh and enjoy the moment.
So now I am ready for the next year!
- Kyle Focht

PW Simple Elegance was a blast!

Nursery School

Trick-or-Treat as Don and Kelly through the office

For those who enjoy historical
fiction (in a similar vein to Anita
Diamant’s The Red Tent), A Lineage
of Grace by Francine Rivers may
be for you! Rivers writes a fictional
account of Biblical women’s stories
from the women’s perspective. It’s
an engaging, well-written account
of familiar figures such as Mary,
Bathsheba, and Ruth, as well as
lesser-known women such as Tamar. For example, she
really brings to life the feelings Mary, as a very human
mother, would have had as she sees her son Jesus rise and
ultimately be crucified.
- Mary Dawn Pugh

The opening page of HalfBroke Horses depicts a scene in
which 10-year-old Lily Casey saves
her younger brother and sister
from a flash flood by holding them
in a cottonwood tree for more
than 18 hours. Casey, the maternal
grandmother of author Jeannette
Walls, is a passionate, resourceful,
out-spoken woman with a whole
lot of life to live. The book is written in Casey’s voice and
shares the lessons she learned as a horse-breaker, frontier
school teacher, factory worker, cattle rancher, wife and
mother of two. Whether you’ve always wanted to be a
cowboy (or girl) or whether you’d just as soon wear white
linen and drive a car, this book is an entertaining read.
Walls’ first book, “The Glass Castle”, was a memoir of
her enthralling childhood. After reading the story of Lily
Casey, it is obvious from whom Walls inherited her spirit.
- Kate Snider

The Anatomy of a
Christmas Program

by Steven Blackmon, Director of Music
December 25, Any Given Year, 7:00 a.m. – But soft! What tune
through yonder clock radio breaks? It is a Christmas carol, and…..oh, my
Lord! It’s Christmas! What in the world will we do for next year’s program?
That seems like it may be just slightly exaggerated; however, it’s not too far
from the truth! You’ve heard by now, certainly during some prior yuletide season, the admonition that
we should carry a little bit of Christmas with us throughout the year? For the church musician, that
sentiment carries more weight than for most. There is so much to plan that it’s really hard not to be
sort of thinking about it all the time…at least that seems to be true for me.

THE PICKING OF THE TUNES –– Okay, this is the trickiest bit. Where to find inspiration for

the content of next year’s program? There’s our own music library, of course, and
each year we always bring back some of our favorite pieces; however, there’s
always a need for something new and fresh…something to challenge our
singers and to stimulate the senses of our congregation. One of my best
sources for new music is our local classical radio station WWNO. There’s
always an array of wonderful music playing during the holiday season and
on occasion while listening there’ll be an Aha! Moment and I’ll know that
I’ve just heard what will be the centerpiece of our program a year from now.
It’s also always interesting to see what St. Olaf ’s, King’s College Cambridge, and
what the Mormons are up to with their annual programs. If early inspiration is not
forthcoming and things start to get a little desperate during the year, there are always
Amazon, iTunes, YouTube and Google to consult. These are especially great for ferreting out great
carol settings that are full of character (whatever did we do before the Information Age)? And, more
often than you might think, one of our church members will bring me a sample bulletin or program
from a service that they’ve attended. Some great music has made its way into our own program just
exactly this way, so keep those cards and letters coming!

THE PROCURING OF THE MUSIC –– This part of the process always feels a little bit fraught

with peril. Getting the choir’s music together is a pretty straightforward process. The parts for the
orchestra are another matter entirely. Some pieces have the orchestral parts available for sale only;
others oﬀer the music only for hire. This latter bit means that we must rent the music. For a program
that features music that comes from several diﬀerent publishers (each with their own peculiar set of
rules), the emails, phone calls and faxes can be a bit daunting. Often the rental sources are hard to
identify (to the Web!), and when you do find them there’s always a mile-long rental agreement that
must be filled out and sent to each publisher for each piece! When the scores finally arrive, all of the
various parts must be sorted into folders for each orchestra member, with a particular eye to being sure
that no rental agency accidentally left out a part. It happens…oh, it happens. Much better not to find
this out on the day of the rehearsal!
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THE PREPARING OF THE CHOIR –– We are blessed here at St. Charles with an amazing,

talented and faithful group of dedicated singers. They constantly amaze, inspire and surprise me.
They love great music and love the chance to oﬀer it up in worship. We always start rehearsing for
Christmas by October 1st at the latest…sometimes earlier if there’s a particularly tricky piece on the
menu. Nothing that I’ve ever thrown at them daunts them, though sometimes it might take a little
time for a particular piece to grow on them.

THE HIRING OF THE MUSICIANS –– This for me is the

easy bit. One call solves it all. My wonderful friend Jim Atwood,
who is the timpanist for the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra,
takes care of everything, bless his heart. The members of the
orchestra turn up here on the day before our program and, in a
single three-hour rehearsal, bring all of their professionalism to
bear on achieving the best possible performance of our Christmas program.
Much of the music that we do is definitely not easy and most of these folks are seeing
this music for the very first time. The orchestra members often tell me how much they enjoy playing
our service because it’s always interesting and diﬀerent from their usual Christmas-fare of Messiahs
and Nutcrackers. Some of them say that this program really makes Christmas for them.

THE BI-ANNUAL CRAMMING OF THE SINGERS –– I always hear from our membership

how much they love it when our choir sings down front. We love it, too, but for this program some
particular things have to happen in order to accommodate the space requirements of choir and
orchestra. Ordinarily the choir would stand on the Chancel steps; however, for this event the cellos
and violins need all of that space for bowing. Years and years ago, the Hard Hats custom-built an
indestructible three-piece “stage extension” that allows the choir to move forward into the sanctuary
a bit between the lectern and pulpit, without having to cram themselves in there too badly. There’s
just enough room for chairs, etc., though the bass and tenor singers in the back often end up sitting
in the pulpit chairs. Because the Chancel floor is flat, we have to try to find ways to elevate the guys
in the back so that they can see and so that they can be heard! We have a set of what we call Choral
Prostheses (Rubbermaid stools) that the back rows can perch on. It’s a bit precarious, but it works!
All of this setup work is done by our terrific sextons. They pretty much have raised this exercise to an
art form, making my job on the day of rehearsal so easy. All I have to do is walk into the room, raise
the baton, and we’re oﬀ!
This year’s Celebration of Carols happens on Sunday, December 19th. I hope that all of you St.
Charles members will be here with your families and friends to do your part in making this year’s
program a great success. And please be sure to hug a choir member or shake the hand of an orchestra
member.
I’m just going to come right out and say it –– I love Christmas music. I always have. Putting this
program together every year is always for me the greatest of privileges. There’s a tremendous amount
of eﬀort on the part of so many folks that goes into making it happen, but every bit of it is a joy. On
the morning of the 25th, I’ll wake up and get ready to fly home to South Carolina for a little family
time. But I can guarantee you this…as I’m sitting on that plane, the iPod and headphones will come
out and I’ll be listening to possibilities for next year’s program.
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Advent Devotional Book
One of the signs that the Christmas season had finally begun in our house was the annual hanging of
the Advent Calendar. A homemade aﬀair, it displayed a large fabric tree sewn in the center, with a pocket
for each day on the edges, each containing an ornament to be hung with a safety-pin upon the tree.
Each pocket also contained a typed portion of the
Christmas story, telling us the tale of Elizabeth and
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the angel, the shepherds
and wise men, the stable and the star. My sister and I
looked forward each morning during Advent to our
turn to hang an ornament and read a piece of the
story, as each day brought us closer to Christ’s birth.
The SCAPC 2010 Daily Devotional is an opportunity for a daily journey for each of us, with its
compilation of written and visual stories. The pieces
contained here are meaningful and touching, full of
the mystery and wonder of the season. I hope you
will allow the Christmas story to touch you through
the thoughts and stories of these individuals during
this Advent season, and future seasons as well.
It has been several years since SCAPC has put
together an Advent Devotional, and I can understand why – it is no small task to compile a devotional with this many moving parts, and there are
two people in particular who made it happen: Emily Fleshman and Kyle Focht. Emily spent hours in
preparation and organization of the contribution
process, as well as assisting Kyle with the layout and design process. Both of these individuals gave selflessly of their time, demonstrating great patience, kindness and great skill in the production of this very
special booklet.
Thank you to all those who contributed – sharing your own story in the greater context of God’s story
is an inspiration and help to us all, as we each prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ this Advent season.
- Kelly Hostetler
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SCAPC Youth

Mission Trips

We will be joining with The Center for Student Missions and assisting in service to
various communities and ministries in Houston, TX (January 14-17) and New York City,
NY (June 12-18). Our goal is to help students experience the need for practical service
in the world and realize that they have many different ways in which they can currently
make a positive impact. We do not wish to act as if we are going to convert the city, but
to be an answer to the prayers of individuals with whom we have connection. We do
not come with our own agenda. We simply go to serve.
Contact Andy at andy@scapc.org for more information.
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Give the Gift of

HOPE!
The start of RHINO’s 5th season has
been exciting. 113 volunteers from 11
different states have built the 16th
home we have worked on in the Pensiontown neighborhood. We are thankful for the many SCAPC members who
have shown our guests the incredible
hospitality that makes New Orleans
special.

As the Christmas season approaches,
RHINO would like to help you simplify
your “to-do” list. Instead of searching endless stores for gifts, please consider making a
donation to RHINO in honor of someone special. For every $10 you donate, RHINO will
send a card to one of your friends or loved ones acknowledging your gift. For example, a
donation of $100 will be acknowledged with 10 cards. Please send your donations payable
to SCAPC and a list of the intended recipients’ names and addresses to the church office by
Friday, December 17th if you want the cards to be sent by the church. If you want to send
the cards yourself, you may pick them up in the church office when you make your donation.
For more information, contact Kate Snider at kate@scapc.org or 897-0101 x111.
-Kate Snider
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Atlanta

Reverse RHINO Trip to

As September was winding
down, 10 members of SCAPC were gearing up for a short
mission trip to Atlanta, GA. We were invited by Trinity
Presbyterian Church (TPC) to spend a few days learning
about TPC’s community ministries program. This was also
a great opportunity for dedicated RHINO volunteers from
Atlanta to return the hospitality they receive when in New
Orleans.
Our team spent the first of our five day mission trip on
the road, which was a great way to get to know one another. We spent the next day touring the neighborhood where
TPC has decided to concentrate their community ministry efforts and meeting with members
of the church staff to learn about funding structures and modus operandi. Finally, on the third
day, we got our hands dirty. We spent the day scraping old paint from a house and replacing it
with a new coat. The next day we joined about 30 TPC members for a Habitat build.
After just a few days of working with some of Trinity’s community ministries, we were all
inspired by the work they are doing in Atlanta. One of the most moving parts of the trip, however, was the further realization by both
congregations that we are incredibly “blessed by the tie that binds
us.” As we worked alongside members of Trinity who have worked
with RHINO numerous times, we came to see how deep this bond of
brotherhood could be. As we kicked back after a long day to share a
meal with those we fed, we found commonalities that surprised us.
We left with a deep appreciation for those who have come to New
Orleans to work and an even deeper appreciation of the fact that our
church family is much larger than those who fill the pews at SCAPC
on Sunday mornings.
-Kate Snider
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St. Charles Avenue

presbyterian church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

Children’s LIGHThouse Christmas Play
Wednesday, December 1
6:00 PM | Sanctuary

White Gift Service

Sunday, December 12
10:30 AM | Sanctuary

Celebration of Carols, Chancel Choir
Sunday, December 19
10:30 AM | Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Services

December 24 | Sanctuary
Family - 5:00 PM Childcare
Lessons & Carols - 7:30 PM No childcare

40/50 “Fellowship To Go” Progressive Dinner
Thursday, December 2
6:30 p.m. | Various Homes

20/30 Brunch & Gift Exchange
Sunday, December 5
11:30 AM | Land Building

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Service & Reception
Tuesday, December 7
5:30 PM | Chapel and LB

Senior Adults - Supper, Carol Sing, and Celebration in the Oaks
Wednesday, December 8
6:00 p.m. | LB (and City Park)

Congregational Brunch and Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 12
11:30 AM | Fellowship Hall

Youth - Celebration in The Oaks
Sunday, December 12
6:00-7:30 PM | City Park

Youth - Christmas Party and Gift Exchange
Sunday, December 19
6:00 PM | Youth Room

