


On the cover
Frances and Hunt Hill welcomed worshippers back to the Sanctuary for 
the first time in eight months on Sunday, November 8, 2020. 

Sanctuary worship will resume when the pandemic environment has 
improved enough that we can provide a safe and healthy worship 
space for our congregation.
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“For me, the search for a good organ is a part of the search for truth.”   – Albert Schweitzer
CENTENNIAL ORGAN
In its 2015-2019 Strategic Plan, St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church decided 
to create a fund for a new pipe organ. 
This was more than a decision to enrich 
its sacred music program with a new 
instrument. The decision enhances and 
supports church members’ enthusiasm 
for the traditional music program that is 
an integral part of our worship services. 
It can serve to increase our membership, 
as new members often indicate that our 
musical offerings play a significant role 
in their decision to join. The centennial 
organ will further enrich the worship 
life of our church while also supporting 
the musical life of our city and region, 
particularly in relation to sacred music.

All that remains is to raise $300,000 to All that remains is to raise $300,000 to 
allow for the installation of the organ allow for the installation of the organ 
when it arrives in two to three years. Any when it arrives in two to three years. Any 
funds not needed for the renovation will funds not needed for the renovation will 
support a community music outreach support a community music outreach 
program. All current funds were program. All current funds were 
contributed by church and community contributed by church and community 
members' lead gifts and bequests.members' lead gifts and bequests.

Letters and pledge cardsLetters and pledge cards  were recently mailed to all members, offering everyone an opportunity to were recently mailed to all members, offering everyone an opportunity to 
participate in the Centennial Organ Fund campaign. These gifts will complete the dreams of so many people participate in the Centennial Organ Fund campaign. These gifts will complete the dreams of so many people 
who have been nurtured, uplifted and comforted by the talent assembled by our director of music, Steven who have been nurtured, uplifted and comforted by the talent assembled by our director of music, Steven 
Blackmon and his predecessors.  We can validate the support of previous senior pastors and staff who rely on Blackmon and his predecessors.  We can validate the support of previous senior pastors and staff who rely on 
music to enhance their messages.music to enhance their messages.

Gifts may be made to honor or remember someone and may be any amount.  Payments can be made in one or Gifts may be made to honor or remember someone and may be any amount.  Payments can be made in one or 
three-year increments. To learn more, please contact campaign chair Sydney Lawder at sydt@bellsouth.net.three-year increments. To learn more, please contact campaign chair Sydney Lawder at sydt@bellsouth.net.

organ designs  by 
LeTourneau Organs

sketch by John Morton Jr.
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PASTOR SEARCH
When we began our search, we met with a representative 
of the Presbytery who guided us through the process 
of calling a new Senior Pastor. We were cautioned to be 
patient, faithful and discerning. We were warned that the 
process could be tedious and cumbersome, full of pitfalls 
and fallbacks--truer words were never spoken!

We have been greatly assisted in our search by the 
congregational survey which emphasized the importance 
of excellent preaching and music as well as competence 
in all areas of pastoral ministry. Our primary reference 
source is On Calling a Pastor, published by the Church 
Leadership Connection and the General Assembly of 
PCUSA which uses the words “call and fit” to refer “to the 
person with the right experience, gifts, and credentials 
for the position.” To be the right fit for our church, the 
person must have a “compatible theology, values, ministry 
goals, economic needs, and chemistry as well as the right 
disposition.”

We understood that calling a new pastor would be a 
drawn-out process but little did we know that we would 
be conducting our search in the midst of a pandemic! 
Nevertheless, we have made great progress.

To date, we have evaluated 83 candidates, conducted 
video interviews with 15 candidates as well as in-person 
interviews. Unfortunately, COVID 19 and the closure of 
churches has prevented us from making on-site visits to 
observe candidates in their home pulpits.

There are several promising candidates under current 
consideration, among whom, we are prayerful that we can 
discern whom God is calling to be our new senior pastor. 

As we continue our work, we ask for your patience, 
understanding and prayers knowing that we are proceeding 
diligently to identify the very best Senior Pastor for SCAPC.

“The question before us could be framed thusly: God, whom are you selecting/calling at this time to lead in 
this church? Show us your choice.’’   – Selecting Church Leaders, The Alban Institute

“Since no man is excluded from calling upon God, the gate of salvation is open to all. There is nothing else to 
hinder us from entering, but our own unbelief.”   – John Calvin

LENT DEVOTIONALS

The gospels tell us that Jesus was driven by God himself 
out into the desert to be tested. There he reached the 
extremes of human endurance, and at his lowest ebb, 
when his resistance was surely most worn, he was tempted. 

Thomas Merton, the Trappist monk, speaks from his own 
experience, “Christ sanctified the desert, and in the desert 
I discovered it.” 

Not everyone who passes through desert places discovers 
what Merton found there. Some, no doubt, are broken by 
the desert, and never heal. Others, it seems, find in the 
desert their own private deals with the devil. Of this we 
can be certain: the desert awaits us all with its hardships 
and tests. It cannot be other than what it is. We will find 
temptation there. But we also may discover, as Merton did, 
sanctity in the desert, the transforming presence of the 
God who entered into desert places in our humanity and 
has shown us the way though them. He is the hidden spring 
in the desert. 

- By Michael Jinkins

The guide will be emailed to all members. To request a printed copy, please email Hallie Boh at hallie@scapc.org.
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YOUTH PROGRAM PLANS

Youth Group
This spring we will return to a ritualized youth group 
for middle and high schoolers, meeting in masked small 
groups in the park and other spots for fellowship, games, 
and prayer.

Sunday School
Sunday School classes are emailed and posted on 
Instagram weekly. ANY YOUTH who completes a class and 
either sends me their answers or has a parent vouch for 
them will receive a free Creole Creamery, frozen yogurt, 
or bundt cake to their door. One way to affirm habits is 
through positive reinforcement!

T-Shirt Fundraiser 
In January, we held a "Quaran-tee" fundraiser selling two 
different shirts designed by high school junior William 
Lowe. We raised over $1000! 

Senior High Small Group
SHSG will alternate Zoom meetings (Monday nights) 
with in-person masked meetings (Friday nights) for game 
nights, dinners, informal check-ins, and Bible Studies.
  

Fun Tournaments 
Ping Pong and Pool tourneys in 
the youth room will be scheduled 
when church facilities reopen, 
reacquainting our youth with our 
amazing space and with their 
friends in very small, manageable 
numbers. 

Retreat(s)
We are hoping to schedule one or two 
day retreats before the summer, with a capped number 
of possible attendees and safety precautions mandated. 
More information and dates will be released as soon as 
possible.
 

Confirmation
A schedule for 8th Grade confirmation classes, activities, 
and service is in the works. The parents of any 8th graders 
who wish to undergo the process of confirming their 
baptismal vows and who have not yet contacted Chris 
should do so as soon as possible.

SMALL GROUP SPOTLIGHTS
Presbyterian Women's Bible Study 
at Lambeth House
Shortly after moving into Lambeth in July, Brenda Stephens, 
a regular PW Bible Study leader, offered (or, more precisely, 
allowed herself to be persuaded) to lead this year's PW 
monthly Bible Study for Lambeth residents, in person. 
What an inspiration and a blessing she has been to church 
members here with her pedagogical expertise, her wisdom 
and her folksy humor! Nor has participation in her lessons 
been limited to Presbyterians: at least half of those 
attending belong to other denominations: Episcopalian, 
Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, even Jewish. The enthusiastic 
response to Brenda's lessons is at once a tribute to her 
charm and a sign of our longing to be physically reunited 
as a community of faith seeking together to discern God's 
word for us in these troubled times.

The CBD Group 
The CBD Group is beginning its study of a new book by Grant 
Wacker, Duke University Professor of Christian History, 
entitled America's Pastor - Billy Graham and the Shaping of 
a Nation.  This is a great time to join the group, which meets 
for an hour on Zoom each Wednesday morning at 8AM. 
"CBD" stands for Central Business District where the group 
met before Covid, and also for Christian Book Discussion, 
which is what the group engages in.  The CBD group has 
been meeting since the mid-1990s, or possibly even earlier; 
no one can remember for sure!  For information on how to 
join on Zoom, contact John Morton (johnmorton@cox.net) 
or Larry Hamric (l.m.hamric@att.net). 

Chris Hazlaris
Youth & Young Adults 

Director
chris@scapc.org

Our theme for the year will continue to be HABITS as we encourage our youth to 
regularize their relationship with God via consistent prayer, kindness, self-awareness, 
and accountability.
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Worshipping Together  Special Services
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This year we worshipped as we never have before! In addition to dynamic 
virtual services each week officiated by our pastors Michael Jinkins and 
Sarah Chancellor-Watson, we celebrated many special services including 
World Communion Sunday with churchwide virtual communion; Scottish 
Heritage Sunday with bagpipes, Highland dress, and recognition of our 50-
year members; virtual baptisms; guest preaching by youth member Aiden 
Morriss; and a congregation-wide 24-hour reading of the Psalms in which 
members prayed over two assigned psalms in 30-minute increments. Our 
best blessing was being able to return to our Sanctuary for three Sundays!

Learning Together  Sunday School & Special Classes
Sunday School kicked off this fall with a huge "Drive-By Welcome Back Extravaganza" where gift bags full of class info 
and activities customized by age were distributed. Classes began after the Sunday School Pep Rally two weeks later. A 
HOST of outstanding online classes drew in large audiences from near and far. Adult classes included video discussions of 
challenging faith questions and an immersive Advent study. Children enjoyed a bitmoji classroom with Google slides for 
interactive stories and activities. Kindergartners received their Bibles; the Challenger Class enjoyed a day retreat and also 
took communion on the Avenue with Pastor Sarah on World Communion Sunday; and a special Epiphany class was held for 
children who all received their surprise kingcakes at the end! In addition to their four monthly Bible Circles, Presbyterian 
Women (PW) held a Virtual Paint Party with artist Lynn Miller, author of this year's PW Horizons Bible lesson book. The CBD 
Group was visited by Yale Divinity School Professor Miroslav Volf. Quite a busy season of learning!

 UNBREAKABLE BONDS UNBREAKABLE BONDS . . . . . . . . .2020 Fall  Highlights
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2021 Fall  Highlights2021 Fall  Highlights UNBREAKABLE BONDS UNBREAKABLE BONDS . . . . . . . . .2020 Fall  Highlights
Reaching Out Together  Community Volunteering
Fall 2020 was ripe with community outreach! We opened the season with the Churchwide Fall  Day of Service benefitting 
six of our community ministry partners. Members tackled everything from mask sewing to landscaping to baking to diaper 
sorting. SCAPC's Christmas Carrollton Camp To-Go was a success and dozens of bags with enrichment activity supplies 
were distributed to local families. The bags included grocery store gift cards donated by Presbyterian Women. Youth did 
a "beach sweep" at Pontchartrain Beach. Many members resumed their lunch distribution work at First Presbyterian's 
Program of Hope homeless ministry when it reopened. The RHINO Board formed #RebuildHope2020 in which they took 
on a variety of much-needed tasks at Second Harvest Food Bank, Arc GNO Mardi Gras Recycling, Rebuilding Together 
New Orleans, City Park and others. RHINO Director Savannah Fraser delivered supplies to congregations in Lafayette 
and Sulphur following Hurricane Laura. PW donated a catered dinner to the residents of Eden House and delivered 
their Christmas tree. They also led a medicine drive for our partner churches in Cuba - filling multiple suitcases! - and 
prepared and delivered food to the Community Fridge Project at Okra Abbey. Reaching out to our own congregation, 
members delivered holiday gift bags and Advent wreaths to our nursing home and homebound members. 

Giving Together  Stewardship Pledges & Special Gifts
Through the continued benevolence of our members, the annual Stewardship campaign, led by Committee Chair George 
Wilson, exceeded its 2021 goal of $1,400,000! The theme "This Time, This Place, Our Giving" showed that in addition to 
worship and spiritual formation, SCAPC is uniquely positioned to aid our 20 community and 10 global ministry partners 
in this time of special need. Additionally, a very generous gift was received from the Carol Ann Martin Testamentary 
Trust, which included the home that she shared with the late John C. Martin, longtime SCAPC member. The Session and 
congregation accepted an offer of $2.15 million. And finally, several thousands of dollars in lead gifts for the Centennial 
Organ Campaign were donated (see article, page 3).
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2021 Fall  Highlights2021 Fall  Highlights
Making Music Together
Through the innovations of our multi-talented music director, Steven Blackmon 
(whom we congratulated for 34 Years at SCAPC), music lifted our spirits throughout 
the fall. One highlight was the Virtual Talent Show with member performances 
from the sublime to the just plain silly. The magnificent Celebration of Carols 
service was a crowning point of the Advent season and featured over 20 years 
of SCAPC Chancel Choir & Orchestra recordings. An ensemble of choir members 

recorded Christmas carols for members to enjoy 
at the "Filling the Night with Music and Light" 
Advent event. Steven even knitted together 
the individual voice recordings of our choir 
members to sing the Irish Blessing in virtual 
unison for the Benediction of our services each 
Sunday.

 2020 Fall  Highlights  (cont.)

Gathering Young Adults & Families Together  
In addition to their weekly PINTS online gatherings, Bria Rault and her task force arranged five Young Adults & Families 
(YAF) gatherings. The first two were "End of the Summer Picnics" on the levee, offering much-needed together-time 
among friends in the wide-open outdoors. The annual Pumpkin Decorating 
Party and Friendsgiving Feasts both moved to the Land Building lawn to 
accommodate happy crowds, and the Christmas Brunch and Gift Exchange 
made spirits bright with a meal catered by Liberty Kitchen and a fun white 
elephant gift share.
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Growing Together  Youth Special Events
The youth program, under the leadership of Chris Hazlaris, was going strong all 
fall with regular Sunday School on Instagram and small group programming, plus a 
host of special events. Held virtually were a Back-to-School Night, Fantasy Football 
League, a Virtual Escape Room, and a Secret Santa Gift Exchange. Small groups met 
(with safety restrictions) periodically and for special events like dinner at Dat Dog 
and an Advent-ure Scavenger Hunt in Audubon Park. Confirmands finished their 
classes, shared their faith journeys with the Session via Zoom, and were able to be 
confirmed during our first service back in the Sanctuary!

Amidst the tumult of the pandemic, many of us have found comfort and even renewed appreciation for 
the blessings of family time, health, and community togetherness in spirit. Here are just a few more things 
that have made us smile!

Smiling Together  Silver Linings

• Quarantine = Very happy pets
• Cheering frontline workers  
• Yardi Gras house floats  
• Getting to know our neighbors  
• Waist-down casual wear to video meetings  
• Clever mask designs
• Christmas caroling   
• Forgetting how to wear heels or lipstick 
• Drive-by birthday parties  
• New appreciation for teachers 

• Free concerts   
• Learning to cook/garden/speak French/knit/yodel 
• Hair style and facial hair experiments  
• Less traffic
• Finding new outdoor areas to explore 
• Appreciation for the seasons and changes in weather
• Getting to know our mail delivery servers
• Going ‘incognito’ behind a mask when we wanted to
• Air Hugs, fist bumps, blown kisses – we found ways... 
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2021 Fall  Highlights2021 Fall  Highlights
Preparing Together  Season of Advent
Our Advent theme this year, "Taking the Light of Christ Out Into the World" was made manifest in a full calendar of events 
arranged by Michele Murphy and her MERRY Task Force. In the first week, an evening of Christmas Caroling, "Filling the 
Night with Music and Light", was accompanied by a scrumptious Wednesday-Night-Out-To-Go dinner. The White Gift drive 
shifted online and every gift request for Raintree Children and Family Services, N.O. Women and Children's Shelter, Eden 
House, and St. Thomas Medical Clinic was met. A food drive matched item requests with weekly Advent themes, resulting 
in a huge bounty for Christmas Eve. For 12 days leading up to Christmas, the entire facade of the church was lit up with 
luminaries, each given in memory or honor of a loved one. YAF held their annual Christmas Brunch and Gift Exchange, and 
the Youth held their annual gift exchange with simultaneous gift opening via Zoom. The Celebration of Carols featured over 
20 years of SCAPC Choir & Orchestra performances. All celebrations culminated in two Christmas Eve events: the first a 
"Stations of the Nativity Walking Program" in which the church building was transformed into a series of Bethlehem scenes 
brought to life by the telling of scripture; and the second a heart-warming Lessons and Carols service online beautifully 
assembled by Steven Blackmon and led by Michael Jinkins together with SCAPC musicians.

 2020 Fall  Highlights  (cont.)
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MILESTONES Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

BIRTHSBIRTHS
Max Otis Walker, June 19, 2020

son of Katherine Staiano and Jonathan Walker
grandson of Carol Staiano

Marguerite Anne Clement, July 9, 2020
daughter of Betsy and Stephen Clement
grandson of Nancy and Parke Ellis

Sophie Elizabeth Wilt, September 16, 2020
daughter of Laura and Jon Wilt

Stuart Spencer, October 14, 2020
son of Skye and Jared Spencer

Martin Gerard Collura, November 16, 2020
son of Anne Marie and Stephen Collura

William Howard, November 20, 2020
son of Sarah and Jeff Howard

William Chancellor Watson, December 18, 2020
son of Sarah Chancellor-Watson 
and David Watson

George Connell Ziegler, December 21, 2020
son of Wish and Richard Ziegler

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Anne Marie and Stephen Collura
Katherine Favaloro
Jeanne-Anne and Will Moore
Gretchen and John Richards
Betsy Uschkrat and Tyler Smith
Hannah and Andrew Wilson

DEATHSDEATHS
C. Allen Favrot
Julia Evans Reed
Dr. Walter Harris
Rosemary Kennedy
Peggy M. Shoemaker
D. Blair Favrot

BAPTISMSBAPTISMS
Amelia Margaret Smith, September 2, 2020

daughter of Betsy Uschkrat and Tyler Smith

Eleanor Grace Eiswirth, September 2, 2020
daughter of Emily and Clayton Eiswirth

Andrew March Wilson Jr., November 1, 2020
son of Hannah and Andrew Wilson,
grandson of Lisa and Peter Wilson, 
great-grandson of Betty Wilson Jeffrey

John Robert Richards, December 9, 2020
son of Gretchen and John Richards

Henry Hicks Fritchie, December 9, 2020
son of Christina and Alec Fritchie

Sylvie Elise DiSalvo, December 15, 2020
daughter of Stephanie and Nick DiSalvo

MARRIAGESMARRIAGES
Lindsey Taylor Baker to William Edwin Cappelmann, Jr.
Leighton Freret Bell to Michael Robert Carson Riess, Jr.

CONFIRMANCONFIRMANDSDS
Myles Geraghty Barnett
Sophia Magdalynn DeFraites
Scott Morelock Gottsche Jr.
Charlotte Treat Green
Kendall Baldwin Joseph
Camille Elise McCann
Katherine Harper Montgomery
Melissa Story Morrison

SPECIAL HONORS*SPECIAL HONORS*
Kathy and Lee Randall celebrated 50 years of marriage

Dr. Cathy Rogers Franklin received the University Senate 
Teaching Award at Loyola University

*If you or someone you know has a special honor to share, 
please email Hallie Boh at hallie@scapc.org.

as of January 26, 2021

Samuel Painter Rice
Anna Hassinger Schmidt
Isabel Louise Schmidt
William Jacob Singer
Molly Elizabeth Talbot
Vincenza Elizabeth Weiser
Nicholas Lanier Ellis White
Ava Leigh Zander
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February 17
ASH WEDNESDAY

February 21
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

February 28
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

March 7
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

SeaSon of Lent

March 14
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 21
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 28
PALM SUNDAY

April 1
MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 2
GOOD FRIDAY

April 3
HOLY SATURDAY

April 4
EASTER SUNDAY


