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Prepare the Way of the Lord
During the coming Advent weeks, at the beginning of worship, we will light the Advent candle, and sing this Taizé
chant as a response: ‘Prepare the Way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord, and all people will see the salvation
of our God.’ The approach to Christmas may not be easy for everyone, but we think we know what we are getting.
Festive lights, garlands, wreaths, trees, fruitcake, and mulled beverages. Familiar carols, chilly air, stockings hung,
Christmas sweaters worn, and a fire in the hearth. Gatherings with family, finding the right gift for Uncle Barry,
and making sure political views stay in their lane. Or maybe your approach to Christmas isn’t even that successful.
Maybe it feels more like these less bawdy verses from Robert Earl Keen’s 'Merry Christmas from the Family':
Fred and Rita drove from Harlingen
I can't remember how I'm kin to them
But when they tried to plug their motor home in
They blew our Christmas lights
Cousin David knew just what went wrong
So we all waited out on our front lawn
He threw the breaker and the lights came on
And we sang "Silent Night, oh Silent Night"
The messiness and disruptive nature of Advent should be more like this song than all our holiday attempts to
perfectly deck the halls with boughs of holly. New Testament scholar N.T. Wright reminds us that the leader and
king who entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the delight of adoring crowds spreading their cloaks over the road
was making their dreams come true, just ‘not in the way they had imagined.' 1 This was the moment they had been
waiting for, but the king they got was not the king they expected. Wright continues: ‘He wasn’t like the monarchs of
old who sat on their jeweled and ivory thrones, dispensing their justice and wisdom. Nor was he the great warriorking some had wanted. He didn’t raise an army and ride into battle at its head. He was riding on a donkey.’ 2
All this is to say is that Advent is a reminder to us that the coming Christ is as disruptive as he is comforting,
loving, and fulfilling. The entry of Christ into the world rearranges everything, including us, and all that we thought
mattered. The coming of God into our world and into our lives, theologian George Hunsinger reminds us, is a
‘disruptive grace’ that undoes everything then puts it all back together more beautifully, justly, and faithfully. Advent
unsettles us as much as it comforts us.3 Advent disrupts us, interrupts us, and undoes us even as it transforms us.
So my rather strange Advent wish for you is this: may all your Christmas plans and dreams NOT go as planned. And
in the midst of the holiday disruption and disarray, may Christ show up, rearrange your lives once again, and bring
you into the presence of a newborn king who surpasses all that you asked for or imagined.
Advent blessings,
N.T. Wright, Simply Jesus (New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 3.
Wright, Simply Jesus
3
George Hunsinger, Disruptive Grace: Studies in the Theology of Karl Barth
(Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans), 16-17.
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12 Days of
Follow along as we
journey through the
12 Days of Youth
updates as they share
some of the highlights
of their vibrant
program in the form
of the classic song,
12 Days of
Christmas.

The first day of
Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to
me, Blue Ridge
Mountain hikes at
Montreat…

The second day of
Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to me, Too
Many Calories…

The third day
of Christmas
SCAPC Youth
sent to me,
Pruney fingers
and Toes…
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Youth Updates
The fourth day
of Christmas
SCAPC Youth
sent to me,
Creative Juices
Flowing…
The fifth day of
Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to me,
“Service Saturday”
sign-ups…

The sixth day of Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to me,
Objects Always Flying…
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12 Days of
The seventh
day of
Christmas
SCAPC Youth
sent to me,
Costumes
Galore…

The eighth day
of Christmas
SCAPC
Youth sent to
me, Virtual
Connection…

The ninth day of
Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to me,
Discussions from the
Heart…
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Youth Updates
The tenth day of
Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to me,
Students Leading
Students…

The eleventh
day of
Christmas
SCAPC Youth
sent to me,
Outstanding
Parent
Helpers…

The twelfth day of
Christmas SCAPC
Youth sent to me, A
God-loving Volunteer
Family!
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Contemplative Practices
Contemplative practices may not be something you’re familiar with, but they are simply ways in
which we connect with God. They are ways which can pause the hectic or scattered nature of the
bulk of our day and focus on making space to meet God, to feel grounded. These practices vary
widely, ranging from meditation, to writing, to movement of the body, to listening, and any other
ways you can imagine. The newly formed Contemplative Practices Group meets Tuesdays at 1:30
PM via Zoom to try out two practices each week, spending an hour together in community as we
learn/practice together. So far, the group has done centering prayer, Lectio Divina, and spiritual
writing.
We invite you now to try Lectio Divina out for yourself. Lectio Divina simply means divine reading
in Latin and is a way to read the scriptures while opening yourself to personal connection. Simply
find a quite spot where you feel settled and follow through the directions.
Psalm 130 : 5 - 7
I wait for the Lord.
My Whole being waits.
And in God’s word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord,
More than the night watch wait for morning
Yes more than the night watch wait for morning!
Israel put your hope in God
For with God is loving kindness
And with God is great redemption.
Lectio (read): Read through the bible verses so you become familiar with the verses. Then read
through the verses a second time, listening for one word or phrase that sticks out to you.
Meditatio (reflect): Read through the verses again, focusing on your word or phrase from the
last time. Reflect on the word/phrase. What is it saying to you today?
Oratio (respond): Read through the verses again, this time focusing on what you will do with
your reflection. What are you being called to do? How can you take your thoughts with you in
the rest of your day?
Contemplatio (rest): Read through the verses one last time and simply rest with God and rest
with the words. Simply sit for a few minutes and let yourself settle, knowing that God is with you
8 wherever you journey.

Lectio Divina
There is no right way to do lectio and there is no correct reflection from the passage. The beauty
of lectio is that it meets each of us where we are at this point of our life or even our day. Practicing
this in community, we can further reflect on the ways in which the spirit is moving in others' lives
as well as our own. Below, you will find some of our reflections so we can further be in community,
sharing in the movement of the spirit among us.

For what is hope but waiting
with expectation?
I need hope so much now.
This waiting is difficult. I
want to be active instead
of sitting on the sidelines.
What can I do, O Lord?
I will put my hope, my
trust in you and be like the
night watchman waiting
for the dawn, waiting in
the surety of your coming.

Waiting is so difficult. We live in a world
of “now” However, that is what we are
often called to do.
I just finished the book on Hope
from Jane Goodall’s perspectivewithout Hope there is no futureso this passage means to me wait
– let others talk, share, so there is
hope that my contribution will be
effective but regardless God will
give me redemption.

Although it sounds like doing nothing,
the act of waiting takes a great deal of
effort…to shift or slide our thoughts, lists,
and plans to the side and with our whole
being, focus on what God will bring, be,
do, provide,…it takes much more patience
that I often have and at times, more trust…
often I feel that I can take care of myself
more efficiently…I wonder what joy I’ve
missed out on when I’ve acted impatiently.

This passage reminds me that Advent is the
season of waiting. This holy waiting seems
part of a paradox when you think about
God’s call to us to live in the ‘now’ of the
Kingdom of God.

Hope springs
eternal.
Waiting
is not so
passive.

Being is waiting and trusting
the Lord.
I have this visual image of the
night watchman waiting for
morning, waiting for those first
few rays of light. Sometimes in
dark times, I feel like a night
watch person waiting for the
Lord’s light to come breaking
through. I have hope that the
dawn will come with God’s
light shining and illuminate our
Creator’s loving kindness and
great redemption.
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Scenes of Chrstimas
Michele Murphy - Director of Christian Education
The story of Jesus’ birth from the book of Luke hasn’t changed in thousands of years but how we present it on
Christmas Eve has gone through many transformations. Let’s take a look at Christmases past. Who remembers
coming to church at 11:00pm for midnight service? How our parents got us here after a long evening of parties,
I’ll never know. Changes came and we started offering a family service that become popular, with costumes that
didn’t quite fit, the wisemen walking down the aisle, one wearing a very large gold Jiffy Pop crown, the youth
reading the beloved passages, a plastic baby Jesus and children waiting to hold a lit candle for Silent Night.

Throughout the years the story remained
the same, then we added some props; a
stable made of cypress, animals cut out
of wood, spotlights on Mary and Joseph
and finally a real baby to replace the doll.
The costumes were updated and altered
as we switched from youth in the pageant
to lower school children. Those children
added entertainment to the service by
twirling their staffs, falling asleep, talking
to neighbors, or the Jiffy Pop crown falling
below the king’s eyes. Sometimes the star
didn’t get lit
on time, or
baby Jesus needed a bottle. Still the story
was always the same whether it came from
a homily or story book or directly from the
Bible and we always ended with Silent Night
and the lighting of the candles.

Past, Present, Future

And who could forget 2018, the year
we had a live donkey (also known as
Gumdrop the pony) to carry Mary
down the center aisle of the sanctuary
during the Christmas pageant as
a surprise gift for Don on his last
Christmas Eve with us in celebration of
his many years of ministry at SCAPC.
2020, our Christmas present, gave us the opportunity to rethink everything. With the help of the MERRY Task
Force (Magnificently Effective Relevantly Reimaged Yuletide) we offered a Christmas Eve service that kept a
lot of traditions with a new twist. Our Stations of the Nativity Walking Tour allowed families to experience the
journey of Jesus’ birth by following the scenes throughout the church. We still heard the story from Luke, used
all our props, had some ill fitted costumes including the Jiffy Pop crown, and sang Silent Night at the end. After
being apart for so long it was nice to celebrate together again.

What will our Christmas future look like? Will we go back to exactly how
it was before? Keep with the new format of last year? Or try something
new? Maybe a little bit of everything. What we will promise is that you
will hear the story of Jesus’ birth, light candles at Silent Night and see the
Jiffy Pop Wiseman crown.
Our Family Christmas Eve service is 4:00 pm
and the Lessons and Carol Service is 7:00 pm.
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RHINO Christmas Cards
Tis the season to stock up on your Christmas cards! For RHINO's cards this year, we
are throwing it back to some of our favorites from Christmases past in celebration of
RHINO’s 16 years of ministry. The images on the fronts of the cards feature various
artwork from local artists as well as pictures of volunteers from the program.
Featured here are a few of the cards and descriptions of their art.
We are selling a $10 variety pack with each pack containing the same 10 cards. Come
stop by our table in Frampton Fellowship Hall Sundays after the 8:30 and 10:30 am
services to purchase yours. We hope to see you!

Pictured on the front of this card
are the faces of volunteers who
have helped rebuild hope from
2005-2013.

Pictured on the front of this card
is the Habitat for Humanity
home of Anthony Landrum,
built in partnership with
RHINO in summer of 2012.

The house that
HOPE built!
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The houses depicted on this card were built or repaire
with community partner agencies Habitatfor Human
and Project Homecoming. The paintings of these ho

The houses depicted on this card were built or repaired by RHINO volunteers
with community partner agencies Habitatfor Humanity, St. Bernard Project,
and Project Homecoming. The paintings of these homes were done by clients

RHINO is an outreach ministry of St. Charles Avenu
Through this ministry, local and out-of-town volunteer
and treasure in service to people in need. Since our inc
RHINO has welcomed nearly 9,000 adult and

RHINO is an outreach ministry of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.
Through this ministry, local and out-of-town volunteers offer their time, talent,
and treasure in service to people in need. Since our inception in October 2005,
RHINO has welcomed nearly 9,000 adult and youth volunteers.

Celebrating 16 Years

Through RHINO's ministry, local and out-of-town volunteers offer their time,
talent, and treasure in service to people in need. Since our inception in October
2005, RHINO has welcomed nearly 9,000 adult and youth volunteers.
To learn more, please visit www.rhinonola.org.

All proceeds from the sale of this card benefit
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (RHINO).

All proceeds from the sale of this card
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (R

The houses depicted on this
card were built or repaired
by RHINO volunteers with
community partner agencies
Habitatfor Humanity, St.
Bernard Project, and Project
Homecoming. The paintings
of these homes were done
by clients
inST.the
artAVE.program
S - AN OUTREACH
MINISTRY OF
CHARLES
PRESBYTERIAN
FROMCHURCH
REBUILDING HOPE IN NEW ORLEANS - AN OUTREACH MINISTRY OF ST. CHARLES AVE. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
at Magnolia Community
Services, an organization
providing
services
for
adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
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In August 2016, Southern Louisiana
flooded unexpectedly due to heavy
S - AN OUTREACH MINISTRY OF ST. CHARLES AVE. PRESBYTERIAN
FROMCHURCH
REBUILDING HOPE IN NEW ORLEANS - AN OUTREACH MINISTRY OF ST. CHARLES AVE. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
rains. In addition to RHINO’s
regular volunteer activities, the
ministry sponsored 250 volunteers
to help clean and gut flooded
homes for 24 families. This year’s
card commemorates those who
donated time, funds, and supplies
to help after the flood and the
strength of the people of Louisiana
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as they survive and rebuild.
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SENCHI FERRY SANCTUARY
NEAR COMPLETION
Dr. Henrietta Augustus Harris and John Geiser
In 2012, SCAPC partnered with the Presbyterian Congregation in the
village of Senchi Ferry in Ghana to support the work of the congregation
and specifically to help them build a new sanctuary. The Congregation
was worshiping in a decades old concrete block building and Sunday
School classes were held outdoors under the trees. Worshipers filled the
church during services and benches and chairs were placed outside the
doors and windows for those who could not fit inside.
In 2011, members of the Gethsemane Congregation began building the
walls of the new sanctuary and in 2018, work was begun to install the
roof. The roof was completed in 2020 and since that time, plumbing and
electricity as well as windows and doors have been added.
SCAPC has supported this
work though the Global
Mission Team which has been led from 2012 to
the present by chairs Michelle Baker, Askala Harris,
Rene Peck, Henrietta Augustus Harris, Patti Pannell,
Ann Maier, David Stagg, and Beth Wren. Earlier his
year SCAPC sent funds through the Lindsey Fund
and the Peirce Geiser Fund to begin the installation
of the ceiling. Still to be provided are funds to
complete the ceiling, install floor tiles, and furnish
the new sanctuary. The old building has been refurbished and now houses the Sunday School
which can now meet comfortably even in the rainy season.
In addition to supporting the construction of the new
sanctuary, in 2019 SCAPC made a gift to Gethsemane
Congregation to use for a special project to benefit
the community of Senchi Ferry. The congregation
decided to use these funds to dig a new well
which would provide fresh drinking water to the
neighborhood surrounding the church. SCAPC Elder
Dr. Walter Harris, Jr. has visited the congregation
in December 2018 and January 2019 and when he
died suddenly in November 2019 the congregation
decided to name the new well in his memory.
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Above (left to right): Rev. Elijah Foh
Amaning giving benediction; Roof
beams installation; SCAPC team in
Ghana
Left Page (top down): 2016 Seth Ofosu A Koto,
Clerk of Session and John Geiser shaking hands;
2019 Concrete flooring being poured; 2021 New
window installed in sanctuary earlier this year.

MILESTONES

Send your milestones to Membership
Coordinator Camille Zander:
camille@scapc.org.

as of November 15, 2021

DEATHS

Ann Bell
September 25, 2021
Leonard E. Gessner
October 8, 2021
Gloria Wroten
October 17, 2021
Douglas H Curry
October 25, 2021

BAPTISMS

George Connell Ziegler, September 26, 2021
son of Wish & Richard Ziegler
William Ackert Howard, October 10, 2021
son of Sarah Hargrove Howard & Jeffrey Ward

MARRIAGE

Merrill Ricketts to Sean Horridge
November 6, 2021

NEW MEMBERS

Fish Family
Dr. Brian, Helen, Brian Jr., Travis, & Lauren

CONFIRMANDS
Jill Andrews
Travis Fish
MaryCatherine Flower
Charlie Guy
Kate Knight
Paul Richard III
Ronnie Ruiz III
Sarah Gibbs Smallpage
Delanie Sundmaker
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