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Dear SCAPC family,

The other day I was on top of a building overlooking the shimmering Mississippi river and I 
was struck at how I could see the current and movement of the river as it was making its way 
rather briskly toward the Gulf of Mexico. It reminded me of the quotation that comes from 
the Greek philosopher Heraclitus who is believed to have said, ‘You cannot step into the same 
river twice.’ An hour later, it’s a different river, with water and silt and particles from somewhere 
else. And even an hour later, perhaps we are already a different person too, full of different 
worries, anxieties, experiences, and hopes. So not only can we not step into the same river 
twice, but even if we could find a way to do that, we are not the same person who stepped 
into that spot earlier. 

Perhaps that is a convoluted way of saying that tempus fugit in the life of the Christian community, 
in our own lives as children grow into adults, and as events, circumstances, and seasons ebb and 
flow, and in life in general as we reflect on who we are, where we have been, and where we are 
going. I am reminded of the Song ‘Seasons of Love’ from the musical Rent, ‘525,600 minutes, 
525,000 moments so dear, 525,600 minutes, how do you measure, measure a year?’ As we 
look back and look ahead in the life of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, I hope you 
will find in the history of the sanctuary, the profile of Spiritually Hungry Women, the volunteer 
accelerator program, the excitement about hosting the Synod PW Gathering, the gift of the 
YAV program to this church and the larger church, and all our efforts to involve more and more 
of this congregation in the impactful ministry of this church; I hope you will find grateful hearts 
for where we have been and a sense of hope for where we are going. We may never step into 
the same river place, but we can make the most of it every time we do. 

In faith, hope, and love,

Chris Currie 



 Held this triennium in New Orleans and 
sponsored by Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL), 
125 women representing their home church and 
local presbyteries in Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma 
and Texas will assemble at SCAPC July 21-23 to 
learn.  And have fun, too. 
 Leadership Training will open with Julie 
Nice and Cindy Bush sharing their professional 
experiences with fundraising and organizational 
techniques. Synod Presbyterian 
Women will convene small 
group discussions for PW 
Moderators and PW Treasurers.
 As Director, Mary 
Monsted created the open 
Bible artwork to carry the theme 
from Exodus 20:8 – REMEMBER 
THE SABBATH. Mary is also 
coordinating volunteers.  A 
Planning Team has executed the 
components of this conference 
with Emily Fleshman serving 
as PW Synod Treasurer for 
the Gathering.  Ann Van Horn 
has outlined the hospitality 
so well – a huge undertaking 
for five on-site meals and a 
New Orleans Dine Around.  The Presbyterian 
Foundation stepped in to underwrite a Friday 
evening adventure to neighborhood restaurants 
with a nod to Cents-Ability, a food insecurity 
awareness program.
 Laura St. Clair has chaired housing for this 
meeting, no small task.  She and Aimee Bell have 
organized the bus transportation to and from 
a dorm and a hotel.  While registration is on-
line, the team connects  via ZOOM for frequent 
meetings. Folks from all four states have input on 
Friday mornings from 8:30 to 11 am.  The planning 
process has occurred over the last 18 months.  Kathy 

Randall has served as Presbytery Coordinator, with 
Workshops and Worship planning.  
 Music and Worship are being led by 
Steven Blackmon and Sarah Chancellor-Watson 
in group sing-a-longs, formal worship, and with 
Soloist Betsy Uschkrat. Chris Currie will participate 
in Communion along with Synod and Presbytery 
leaders.  Three Pastors will further the worship 
experiences with Rev. Patrice Butler (Scotlandville), 

Pastor Hannah Quick (Okra 
Abbey) and Rev. Kathy Lee-
Cornell (Synod Disaster 
Response Coordinator) 
preaching.  We are very grateful 
to PSL and PWPCT for their 
support.
  Additionally, Hannah 
Quick and Beth Wren will 
conduct an afternoon tour 
of Okra Abbey on Thursday.  
Questions about 1001 New 
Worshipping Communities like 
Okra Abbey across PC(USA) will 
be addressed.  The evolution of 
this garden worship space has 
roots in SCAPC and began as an 
interest of Mary DeWitt Dukes’ 

desire to teach children how to grow food to fight 
hunger.  A second tour will be staged on Saturday 
to the Rex Den sharing news of the Pro Bono 
Publico Foundation and its impact on New Orleans 
Public Education.  Harriet Riley (PW Moderator) 
leads mission and ministry at SCAPC.
 The HORIZONS Bible Study:  Celebrating 
Sabbath – Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and 
Delight by Rev. Dr. Carol M. Bechtel will be central 
to all activities.  In addition to three Keynote 
sessions where the author outlines the workbook, 
she will share her gift of playing the Celtic Harp, a 
talent she adapts to work with a hospice ministry.  

When women from four States come together to do Bible 
Study, focus on Mission Projects, and enjoy the hospitality 

of New Orleans, WHAT DO YOU CALL IT?  
    The 2022 Synod of the Sun 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women. 
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The Worship Service and Communion on Thursday, 
July 21 at 7 pm is open to all SCAPC members.
 A field trip for all registered gathering guests 
to Touro Synagogue will include 
a tour of the oldest continuously 
operating synagogue outside the 
original 13 colonies – right here in 
NOLA.  A panel discussion by six 
female clergywomen will infuse their 
different yet similar callings to lead 
humankind in worship.  The young 
female Rabbi who is a native of New 
Orleans, will share with five others as 
to why one became a Seminary Professor of Old 
Testament, one is leading a large mission-minded 
Presbyterian congregation and co-mingling the 
challenges of being a young mother, another will 
leave the pulpit to lead the Synod as the Disaster 
Response Coordinator, another is a solo pastor 
in a small urban church, and the last is the Pastor 
of a new type worship space - in a 
garden.  Two of these are Young Adult 
Volunteer alums.
 Workshop conversations will 
flesh out the deeper meaning of the 
theme.  While COVID-19 invited us 
to readjust to a quieter time at home, 
is there a life-skill God is leading us to 
apply to our daily lives in understanding 
SABBATH?  A question we will attempt 
to answer in 3 days together.
 These plans were designed into a colorful 
program booklet (pictured on left page) by 
Hallie Boh.   Thursday Noon to Saturday Noon 
descriptions were written by the team. The 
SYNOD GATHERING rotates from Presbytery to 
Presbytery every three years.  In alternating years 
PW meets once for Churchwide events and then 
in Presbytery for Spring Gatherings, all planned 
by volunteers.  The next Churchwide Gathering 
of Presbyterian Women will be held in August 
2024 at St. Louis.  And Synod of the Sun PW will 
convene next in July 2025 in Northwest Arkansas.  
Scholarships and grants are available.
 Others hard at work are the PWSCT, 
our church staff, plus Barbara Bush and Sybil 

Favrot (Communion Display), Mayson Buffington 
(Communion Prep), Kate Elkins (Author escort), 
Ann Van Horn, Mary Lou O’Keefe, Bonnie 

Hobden, Donna Davis and the YAV 
team of Sarah Bleile, Meg Wilder 
and Lena Kennedy (Food Service), 
Jenny Baldwin (Photographer), 
Laurie Young (Ushers Coordinator), 
Lee Randall (Errands), John Geiser 
(History), Joe Bean, Donald Jefferson 
and Percy Woods (Sextons), 
Jeanie Clinton, Ebie Strauss, Sheila 
Schwartzmann, Nancy Rix, Gwen 

Wertz, Michelle Baker, Patti Pannell and Nancy 
Davis.  With special thanks to Dr. JAZZ Russell Steele, 
Hallie Boh, Katie Brendler, Bonnie Shoemaker, Lynn 
Hoffman, Michele Murphy, Valerie Young, Thomas 
Riggs, Stephanie November, Brenda Stephens and 
Youth Group volunteers.  More helping hands will 
participate. YOU CAN TOO. Sign-Up at 

www.scapc.org/PW.
 This event would not have been 
possible without the generosity of 
Mikell Johnson, SCAPC Gifts and 
Memorials, and $17,500 in grants 
from nine neighboring Presbyteries.  
The Louisiana Board of Presbyterian 
Publications and The University of 
the Ozarks made our printing needs 
possible with generous donations.  
What a wonderful learning experience 

to know that as God gives talent to each of us, we 
can give back through Gathering planning.  

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Kathy Randall
Presbyterian Women
Presbytery of South Louisiana Coordinator



 In 2012, Associate Pastor Kelly Hostetler had 
an idea that some female members of Saint Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church might embrace and 
benefit from pursuing spiritual practices as a group.  
A handful of women answered 
the call and initially met in the 
church library.  Ten years later a 
much larger group of committed 
and inspired women meets in the 
Land Building on Wednesdays 
at 12:30pm during most of the 
year.  This is not a Bible study 
and we do not directly address 
individual life problems, 
although the group members 
have grown close and often 
come to the aid of each other 
outside of meetings.  Essentially, 
the Spiritually Hungry Women 
(“SHW”) pursue and engage in 
established spiritual practices 
and various modes of praying 
and meditation in seeking a more spiritual life.  At 
times the participants read and discuss selected 
books on spiritual topics or by noted theologians.  
Miriam Hollar joined as a co-leader during the 
first year.  When Kelly moved out of state Miriam 
continued to lead, and Beth Poe eventually shared 
the responsibilities with Miriam.  Beth is presently 
the sole leader.
      So, what have we studied and practiced together?  
What do spiritual practices consist of?  This partial 
list of books and authors addressing the subject 
will provide some insight into our spiritual journey:
 a. We began with the book Spiritual Classics, 
edited by Richard J. Foster and Emilie Griffin.  The 
topics included were Meditation, Prayer, Fasting, 
Study, Simplicity, Solitude, Submission, Service, 
and more.  We engaged in the various practices 
and then reported back to the group and shared 
experiences. 

 b. Soul Feast, An Invitation to the Christian 
Spiritual Life, by Marjorie J. Thompson followed.  
Of the many teachings of this book, we explored 
approaches to prayer, Sabbath time, engaging 

in hospitality, and more.  This 
book was effective in focusing 
us on different types of prayers 
and how to approach them.  
Over the years it has served as 
a useful reference to our growth 
in praying.  We studied prayers 
of intercession, and prayers 
as communication, including 
contemplative prayer, which 
is “. . .resting in God, allowing 
the Spirit to fill and move us as 
God wills.  It is pure receptivity 
and adoration, . . .”.  We also 
explored prayers of the heart 
and centering prayers.  Over 
the years Miriam has frequently 
focused our attention on Lectio 

Divina, which is a traditional spiritual practice that 
includes reading scripture followed by meditation 
and prayer about the passage. Notably, the SHW 
leader begins each weekly session by reading the 
names on the SCAPC prayer list for that week.  
After we add the names of others who are ill or 
otherwise in need, we pray as a group for God’s 
intercession on their behalf and for assistance.
  c.  After seeking the agreement of the SHW 
members about the choices of upcoming areas of 
study and books, our leaders have assigned many 
readings over the years.  Among these were: Dr. 
Walter Brueggemann (The Sabbath as Resistance); 
Thich Nhat Hanh (Peace Is Every Step); Harold 
S. Kushner (The Lord is My Shepherd); C.S. Lewis 
(The Screwtape Letters); His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, with Douglas 
Abrams (The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in 
a Changing World); Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
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2015 Retreat: (front row)  Michelle 
Baker, Sarah Whicker, (sofa)  Frances 
McCall, Catherine Karas, Beth Poe, 
Maria Frankowski, Courtney Bell
(standing) Miriam Hollar, Gerlie 

Weinstein, Carol Becker, Libbie Reiss, 
Dian Winingder

Nancy Rix

 Spiritually Hungry Women    Ten Years Together



(Gift from the Sea); Sarah Miles (Take This Bread); 
Richard Rohr (Everything Belongs); Barbara Brown 
Taylor (Learning to Walk in the Dark); and Eckhart 
Tolle (The Power of Now).  We often enjoyed and 
learned from handouts supplied by Beth regarding 
prayers and meditations of Dietrich Bonhoeffer; 
Alfred Delp, Pedro Arrupe, Pope Francis, and many 
others.
 Golden Section Presentation:  A highlight 
of 2017 was when our group invited Auseklis 
Ozols to join us to make a 
presentation about the Golden 
Section.  Auseklis is a SCAPC 
member and a prominent fine 
artist and arts educator.  This 
is a complicated subject, but 
Auseklis concludes that the 
Golden Section reflects the 
most obvious fingerprint of 
God on His creations now and 
since ancient times. 
 Enneagram Studies:  
One summer when our meeting facilitators were 
away from New Orleans, SCAPC member Liz Elkins 
November, who is a trained and certified leader 
of Enneagram studies, introduced SHW to the 
principles inherent in the Enneagram. The modern 
Enneagram  “. . .is a hybrid, a modern amalgam, 
from a number of ancient wisdom traditions 
combined with modern psychology.” Don Richard 
Riso, The Wisdom of the Enneagram: The Complete 
Guide to Psychological and Spiritual Growth for 
Nine Personality Types. p. 19.    Liz worked with us 
as we tried to identify our individual personality 
types and to understand how they affect our 
relationships with others.  The nine Enneagram 
types are: 1. The Reformer;   2. The Giver;  3.  The 
Achiever;   4.  The Dreamer;   5.  The Observer;   
6.  The Questioner;  7. The Adventurer;   8. The 
Challenger;  and 9. The Peacemaker.  The types will  
manifest themselves differently among individuals 

depending upon their “wings”, referring very 
generally to influence from parents and other 
circumstances.  Liz mentioned that she thought if 
Jesus had been evaluated under the Enneagram he 
would have been a Nine.  The five of us who were 
deemed to be Nines were happy to hear this, as in 
discussions some of the group thought that Nines 
were too passive as a general rule.
 Labyrinth:  With the assistance of Dian 
Winingder we learned about spiritual practices 

involved with walking a 
labyrinth.  There is a labyrinth 
situated at the rear of Audubon 
Park, and we walked it as a 
group with varying reactions.  
At several subsequent PW 
retreats our group and other 
Presbyterian Women used a 
movable labyrinth to walk and 
pray during spiritual time.
 Retreats:  
The Spiritually Hungry Women 

have been further blessed by the generosity of 
members Michelle Baker and Nell Lanier, who 
have offered their beautiful homes in Mississippi 
for both daytime and overnight retreats.  Not only 
have we benefitted from the spirituality realized 
through community with one another but also 
from enjoying the outdoors and gifts of nature.

 Spiritually Hungry Women    Ten Years Together
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As I was writing this article I asked a few of the currently active members of our group who were present 
at the inception or early days of our SHW to comment on the experience.  This has been the response:

  We are now a relatively large group assembled in the Land Building, plus the leader sends 
out a weekly Zoom link so that those who cannot attend in person can still participate. We welcome and 
invite more women to join us each week.   We expect to need a larger meeting room before too long as 
we continue to grow. For more information, you can contact Beth Poe (bethpoe@tulane.edu).

“I began SHW very early 
on when Kelly, our former Associate 

Pastor, initiated it as sort of a prayer group, 
I think.   It has certainly helped me through 
some rough times in my life.  I have loved 
all of our leaders over the years and am 

thankful for each of them.” 
Libbie Reiss.

“This group, which was initially 
intended to run for only a few months, 

has been something I’ve looked forward to 
each week for many years now. I’m grateful 
for our weekly discussions which have 
helped me think more deeply about ideas 

of my faith and form many new 
cherished friendships.”  

Michelle Baker

 “I attended the 
very first meeting of SHW 

and knew immediately that it was 
something special. Upon joining 

this group, I felt a deeper sense of 
belonging to SCAPC and a closeness to 
the wonderful women of our church. ” 

   Beth Kohnke

“Beth Poe is a gifted & generous teacher whom 
I have followed from her years of teaching the 
Bible Interpretation Series in Sunday School to 
her witty and insightful leadership of the SHW 
class on Wednesday.”  Janet Bean  
Note:  Janet also mentioned that our group has 
become well known, leading to 3 of her longtime 
friends who are not SCAPC members now 
attending; those friends have brought two more 
participants.  Also, each week there are usually a 
number of residents from Lambeth House who 
are becoming “regulars.”

“SHW has given me a greater sense of 
community at SCAPC, and the books we’ve 
discussed have introduced me to meaningful 
spiritual practices that enrich my personal and 

professional life.” 
Cathy Franklin

“I am so grateful to Beth Poe, 
who stepped up to lead 
Spiritually Hungry Women.  I 
consider it a privilege to be 

in a class led by Beth.” 
Nell Lanier

“What was conceived from 
the need and desire of a few 
for spiritual strength gave life 
to spiritual comaraderie among 

many.”  
Mary Malone

“I joined our Spiritually Hungry 
Women’s group while searching for spiritual 
growth along with religion.  It has provided 
me with more knowledge of who I am, 
what I enjoy and want out of life, along with 
different spiritual practices which are easy 

to use on a daily basis.” 
Gerlie Weinstein



Seen pictures in the newsletter and 
thought, wish I had been part of that? 
Looking for ways to connect with the 
church and community at large?  Want to 
meet new people? We have the answer!  
SCAPC Ministry Survey!  

What is it?  It’s a web-based tool that 
provides you with a focused list of 
volunteer opportunities in our church that 
match your skills and interests!

How does is work?  We have over 70 volunteer roles identified at SCAPC.  These roles 
are linked to a quick survey that asks focused questions to narrow your match list.  Within 
the time it takes to answer the survey (2 – 3 minutes), you have a list of the best-matched 
roles that you can begin to explore!

Now what? Take your phone and open your camera 
app.  Focus on the QR Code below, don’t take a 
picture! With the Code in the view finder, a website 
should pop up.  Click on it and it will bring you directly 
to the survey.  Answer a few questions and you will 
be on your way to finding opportunities that fit your 
style!

If that doesn’t work, https://volunteeraccelerator.
ministryarchitects.com/SCAPC/survey.html will get 
you there.  It’s also on the front page of the website 
www.scapc.org under Ministry Match Survey.

SCAPC MINISTRY MATCH SURVEY

9

Get  Started!
Don't Delay!
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When our sanctuary was dedicated on February 
2, 1930, it was noted that: 

“The New House of Worship is after the manner of French Gothic in design and is 
constructed of Indiana limestone. The windows of stained glass are from the studios 
of Dr. H. Oidtmann, Linnich, Germany and are modeled after a grisaille design. 

The windows were installed by Julius Lips in the spacious 
vestibule to the left is the Memorial Tablet bearing the 
simple inscription: ‘This House of Worship erected to the glory of 
God in memory of the Affleck and Bloomfield families by Alice Affleck 
Bloomfield, 1929.’ The interior finish of the church proper is in the 
imitation travertine stone. The arrangements and appointments of the 
nave and chancel are formal in design, 
making for dignity and reverence. The 

quietness and comfort so necessary to worship are afforded by 
the system of forced ventilation which requires all openings to 
be closed the year round. Heating is provided by indirect steam 
and heated fresh air is constantly introduced into the building. 
Six audiphones have been installed in front pews for the sake of 
those with impaired hearing. The organ is an Austin. The seating 
capacity of the church is six hundred and may be increased to eight hundred by using chairs in 
the spacious aisles. This House of Worship was designed and built by Mr. W. W. Van Meter, local 
architect. The church, completely furnished, costing approximately $175,000.00, is a gift to the 
members of the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.”

  Since 1930, there have been some additions and changes, 
but our sanctuary still retains its original dignity and reverence. The 
first addition was the memorial plaque placed in the narthex on 
January 8, 1939, following Mrs. Bloomfield’s death on December 
11, 1938. 
  In 1949-1950, the sanctuary was air conditioned. The new 

air conditioning replaced the old system of fans blowing over blocks of ice placed behind the ornate 
grills at the front of the sanctuary below the decorative organ pipes on each side of the chancel. 
 In 1980, the original Austin organ which was concealed by a screen behind the lectern in the 
chancel was replaced by our present organ which was placed in the 
rear balcony. At this time, the choir moved from the chancel to the 
rear balcony. 
  In 1996, the trumpet pipes (trompette en chamade, 
pictured to the right) were added in the chancel, a gift of Sydney and 
Blake Touchstone to celebrate Steven Blackmon’s tenth anniversary at 
SCAPC.
  

Our Sanctuary: 



  In 2005, Hurricane Katrina caused major damage to the sanctuary roof 
resulting in severe water damage to the interior of the sanctuary. Before 
Katrina, the high ceiling had panels of natural burlap on stretchers placed 
between the beams. They were decorated with stenciled designs which had 
not been redone since 1929. These were destroyed by the Katrina water 
damage and were replaced with solid panels painted a deep red color similar 
to the 1929 color in the chancel ceiling beams. The old stenciled decorations 
were repainted with the addition of shields representing the twelve apostles, 
a suggestion of Dr. Don Frampton (pictured left).

  In 1929, the imitation travertine stone finish of the walls was made with a 
paste consisting of flat oil paint, whiting, and varnish that was troweled on by 
a mason and then scored and textured according to Mr. Van Meter’s pattern. 

After drying for a couple of weeks, a glaze pigmented with rottenstone was applied. After Katrina, the 
walls were refinished without the rottenstone glaze.
 The old red carpeting was removed from the chancel and the 
sanctuary aisles, and a new wood floor was installed in the chancel 
and a ceramic tile floor was placed in the sanctuary after Katrina. 
 The narthex and side aisle ceilings were not damaged by 
Katrina and still have the 1929 stenciled decoration. All these 
decorations were designed and installed by John Geiser, Sr. and his 
company John Geiser Inc., Fresco Artists and Interior Decorators in 
1929.
 In 1929, the doors and frames, pews, ceiling beans and other 
woodwork were stained a very dark brown English oak color which 
has now been replaced with a lighter tone. 
 The plan and decoration of our sanctuary probably reflected the taste of Dr. John Land who arrived 
in 1917, five years after the building in 1912 of the Little Church. The Little Church had a central pulpit 
and stained-glass windows (probably from the Gorham Silver Company) depicting Christ the Good 
Shepherd, shepherds, angels, and the rock of ages.

  Mr. Van Meter’s first drawings for our 
present sanctuary include windows with similar 
figures. It was likely Dr. Land’s influence that gave 
us our more formal chancel with a pulpit to the 
right and lectern to the left and windows more 
sensitive to the Second Commandment.
  As our Sanctuary approaches its centennial 
in 2029, let us be thankful for its dignity and 
reverence, remembering Mrs. Bloomfield and 
her generous gift. 

John Geiser III

Mrs. Bloomfield’s Gift to St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church



YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS
The Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program is a mission of PC(USA) that is an 
ecumenical year of service where people ages 19-30 serve across the country as 
well as the world.  The YAV program is one of SCAPC’s 20 community ministry 
partners in how we reach out to our community but the YAVs also work with many 
of our other partners. As this year’s NOLA YAVs finish up their year, we asked them 
a few questions to share with you about their time here.

 Where did you work this year and what were some things you did there?
Cassie: YMCA Educational Services at the Main branch of the New Orleans Public Library. I work with 
adults from 18-70+ who need help with reading, writing and math skills. Some of our students are looking 
to get their equivalent High School diploma. I also help community members apply for SNAP or Social 
Security. 
Sarah: I work at Okra Abbey and Jefferson Presbyterian Church. I also work in the 
RHINO office and at Berean Presbyterian Community Center part time. At Okra 
Abbey, I assist with the gardening and the upkeep of it all including weeding, 
harvesting, planting and watering. I also help prepare our weekly meal, Grace and 
Greens, for the community members in the neighborhood. At Jefferson Pres., I 
help with their food bank that they run by assembling bags and then distributing 
them twice a month. I also assist with worship on Sunday mornings. 
Lena: I work at Midcity Ministries, an after school remedial tutoring program run at Carrollton Ave Church 
of Christ. I had the pleasure of teaching ESL to a kindergartner and first grader this school year as well 
as a group of fifth and sixth graders. I wrote curriculum and lesson plans for these groups and also a 
Wednesday night bible class. This summer we are having a 3 week long camp where I’ll be leading the 
group of teen counselors. In addition to Midcity Ministries, I also help out in the RHINO office once 
a week planning for hosting mission groups this summer. I also attend Program of Hope Wednesday 
mornings and help twice a month at the Berean Community Center sorting donations.
Meg: This past year I have been serving as the YAV at Eden House, a recovery home for women who are 
victims of human trafficking. While I’ve worked there, we have served women ages 18-mid 50s. Working 
at Eden House is often hectic and I never know what each day will bring. My day-to-day activity always 
varies, involving lots of little tasks such as writing thank you notes, scheduling volunteers, processing 
donations, distributing residents’ weekly stipends, and tracking weekly spending; small things that keep 
Eden House functioning day-to-day. I also work on larger projects like intern management, fundraiser 
planning, and grant writing. 

 The YAV program’s tagline is “A year of service for a lifetime of change.” Are there any stories, 
experiences, or things you’ve learned about yourself or the world that have begun a change in you?

Sarah: I have learned to be flexible, adaptive, resilient, and patient throughout 
my YAV experience. I started my YAV experience in the fall of 2019 and then 
the pandemic hit in 2020. Because of the pandemic the YAV program decided 
to cancel the year for ‘20-’21 and I had already committed to serve a second 
year. During that year, I stayed in the city and volunteered my time at the work 
site placements that the YAV program has here waiting for my second YAV year 



NOLA and beyond...
to start. The whole time I have been in this program, there were many different challenges that I had to 
face. This program has given me the tools to work through them and community support that I could lean 
on.  
Meg: The biggest thing I will take with me from my work site placement are the relationships I formed 
with the residents. Because of our residents, I feel that I’ve grown enormously in my ability to empathize, 
to be a compassionate listener, to extend Grace, to forgive, and to love. And I’ve learned to celebrate 
every success, whether big or small. One of our residents recently got a job as a peer support specialist at 
a recovery clinic, where she can help other people who have gone through similar experiences. Another 
just had a huge victory in court, where she used her voice to tell her truth and help put her abuser behind 
bars. And one resident was able to reconcile with her children after spending more than 15 years apart. 
I’ve seen these women be able to grow so much in a short time due to the love and compassion they have 
been shown while in our program. Even though Eden House is not explicitly a worshiping community, I 
feel the presence of the Holy Spirit there every day working to transform people’s lives, including my 
own.

 But a YAV year isn’t only about work, it’s about experiencing new people, culture, places, and 
ideas. What New Orleans things have been the biggest surprise to you or the most fun to experience?
Cassie: For me, I don’t think I was ready for Mardi Gras (Carnival Season). I was able to 
go to around 20 parades! I have plenty of cups and beads to last me a while. One of 
my favorite memories from Mardi Gras was the Tucks Parade. I was told ahead of time 
that they would be handing out LP’s and my uncle collects LPs, so I really wanted to get 
one for him! I was able to get one from the KING! I literally jumped up and down and 
started to cry, my Mardi Gras season was officially fantastic. 

 Part of experiencing new people has also been living together as a community; before last summer, 
y’all had never met. What has been one hard thing and one rewarding thing about living in community?
Cassie: As someone who had been living on her own for quite sometime, I was really afraid to live back in 
a communal setting. A rewarding part of living in this specific community has been the support that each 
YAV gives to support the others. This is evident when someone comes home from a hard day and needs 
to vent, we listen. When we just want to lay in front of the TV and watch reality television, we do. The 

hardest part of living in community for me has been dealing with the 
idea that I have no patience. I have learned over the year that we do 
not have to be places 20 minutes before the event, it is ok to be right 
on time. 
Sarah: The hardest part of living in a community is learning how to 
communicate with one another effectively. It isn’t always easy to do, but 
it wouldn’t be an intentional community without it. The most rewarding 
part for me has been the bond that we have created as a group. This 
year, I have been able to go to my housemates about anything and 

share what I am feeling or experiencing and they are always there to offer love and support. Being a 
second year YAV, I didn’t know what this year was going to bring me. I didn’t know what the dynamic of 
the house would be like until after we all met for the first time in person. My first YAV community 
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was challenged in a lot of ways as a house to communicate with one another and how to maintain an 
intentional community especially in the height of the pandemic.  
 
 We’ve loved having you be a part of our SCAPC community this year and the memories we’ve 
made together. What memory of SCAPC will you take with you?
Cassie: I have loved being a part of the SCAPC community. I have too 
many memories with SCAPC that it is hard to choose. Pumpkin Carving, 
Friendsgiving, Christmas Cantata, Trivia Night at Dat Dog, doing the bingo 
calling for WNO, Crawfish Boil, PW retreat, and much more. 
Sarah: A memory that I will take with me from SCAPC is attending the 
YAF events throughout the year and the weekly PINTS discussions. YAF 
is a group that has welcomed the YAVs with open arms and has become 
a community that I have appreciated being a part of. Also attending WNO and enjoying the wonderful 
dinners that were cooked. If all four of us had been present on Broadway trivia night, we might have won 
the entire thing.  

Lena: Our first Sunday in New Orleans we attended church at SCAPC. There 
was an event after church that cleared out in 5 minutes. I was told the Saints 
were playing so everyone went home. We were invited to Pints—a Bible study 
where you sit on the porch and drink beer. I felt like I had been exposed to so 
much New Orleans culture just in that brief interaction! Also carving pumpkins 
with the YAF crew.
Meg: I feel very lucky to have gotten to know the wonderful people of SCAPC 
this year. I’ve especially appreciated the community we’ve found at PINTS, 
where everybody has been so welcoming and we’ve had engaging discussions 
about contemporary theological issues. Some memories I will take with me 
are the fun we had at Friendsgiving, every delicious WNO meal, and kayaking 

on the bayou. I will also fondly remember working with the courageous SCAPC volunteer group that 
weeded Eden House’s entire backyard in the pouring rain!

 If you had to choose one word to encapsulate your YAV year, what would you choose?
Cassie: Flexibility
Sarah: Flexibility. This is a word that we started using as a community when 
hurricane Ida delayed the start to our year.  
Lena: I promise we didn’t plan this… Flexibility!! Our year started with a 
hurricane during a pandemic. There have been so many surprises this year 
and we’ve really leaned into riding the waves instead of trying to fight it.
Meg: OK, I guess I’m the odd one out, but I would say transformation.

But the current YAVs in NOLA aren’t SCAPC’s only connection to the program. YAV alumni Sarah 
Chancellor-Watson and Sarah Edgecombe share reflections of their time as YAVs.
Sarah Edgecombe: I served in the Philippines, from 2003-2004. A small congregation of about 30 folks 
just north of Manila hosted me. My first Sunday there, Pastor Petz introduced me by saying, “This is Sarah. 
She is a missionary to the US, and she’s here for a year of training.” That speaks to the YAV program and 
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BIRTHSBIRTHS
Rosalie Loretta Dimond, May 21, 2022

daughter of Julie & Sean Dimond

Mary Rogers Wilson,  June 8, 2022
daughter of Rosalind & Peter Wilson Jr.

DEATHSDEATHS
Clarence Weiser

 April 7, 2022

MARRIAGEMARRIAGE
Allison Edrington Slatten to 
 Michael Douglas Henry, Jr. 

 June 25, 2022

 

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Isabel Irvine
Catherine Rigby
Kelley Crawford
Leon Gorman
Margaret Jackson Gorman
Elizabeth Penn
William Jackson
Erica Jackson
Ron Quinton
Jo Quinton
Cutler Woodfin 

MILESTONES Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

as of June 29, 2022

our understanding of service and mission work: I wasn’t there to teach them about Jesus! I was there to 
live, eat, and laugh with them as I learned how they lived out their faith in a context so different from 
my own. I’m grateful I was able to be a part of the Church in action: the doors were always open, and 
neighbors were welcome all times of day and night to ask for help with their children, to share a meal, or 
to ask for advice about a job or relationship. 
Sarah Chancellor-Watson: I served in Huanúco, Peru, 2009-2010. I worked for a non-profit called Paz 
y Esperanza where we mainly worked with women and girls who had been victims of sexual violence. 
We even operated a farm that served as a shelter – much like Eden House here in New Orleans. This 
experience was one that was so incredibly formative for me that it is hard to just pick one or even a few 
things that I still carry with me from that year. So among those many things, I learned a lot about the 
importance of getting out of my comfort zone and how in doing so I could open myself up to experiences 
and relationships that were more beautiful than I could have ever imagined. So much of my YAV year was 
about sitting in discomfort – the discomfort of communicating in Spanish, the discomfort of being racial/
ethnic minority, the discomfort of being away from my family and all things familiar, and the discomfort 
of encountering circumstances of poverty and abuse that had 
been completely unfathomable to me before. Now the discomfort 
doesn’t scare me (as much) any more. I learned that I can lean into 
the hard things as a faithful response to God’s call on my life and 
that I do so with Christ who strengthens me.

Other SCAPC YAV alumni include: Matthew Carlisle, 2003-2004, 
Time for God, Witham, England. Savanah Fraser, 2016-2017, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Katie Brendler, 2013-2014, Chinook, Montana. 
If you know a young adult interested in a year of service or want to 
learn more about YAVs, you can check out:
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/ 

BAPTISMSBAPTISMS
Penney Baker Richards, March 27, 2022

son of Gretchen & John Richards

Margaux Lynn Korengold, April 3, 2022
daughter of Kathryn & William Korengold

Montgomery Wade Dimond, April 24, 2022 
son of Julie & Sean Dimond

Field Hamilton Fritchie, April 24, 2022
son of Christina & Alec Fritchie

Andrew Edward Tatum, May 15, 2022

Hudson Scott Rodgers, May 15, 2022 
son of Kaitlin & James Rodgers

Camille Louise Rault, June 26, 2022
daughter of Bria  & Ethan Rault
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