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New Senior Pastor of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
MEET CHRIS CURRIE

Chris currently serves as Pastor/Head Chris currently serves as Pastor/Head 
of Staff at First Presbyterian Church in of Staff at First Presbyterian Church in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Born in Edinburgh, Shreveport, Louisiana. Born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland and raised in Texas, Chris is a Scotland and raised in Texas, Chris is a 
graduate of Davidson College, attended graduate of Davidson College, attended 
Princeton Theological Seminary, and Princeton Theological Seminary, and 
earned his Ph.D. in Systematic Theology earned his Ph.D. in Systematic Theology 
at the University of Edinburgh. Chris and at the University of Edinburgh. Chris and 
his wife Stephanie, a licensed Speech-his wife Stephanie, a licensed Speech-
Language Pathologist serving on the Language Pathologist serving on the 
faculty of Louisiana State University, have faculty of Louisiana State University, have 
three children: Thomas (15), Harrison three children: Thomas (15), Harrison 
(12) and Corinne (11). He will begin at (12) and Corinne (11). He will begin at 
SCAPC on September 1.SCAPC on September 1.
Chris writes... Chris writes... 

"St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church "St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
is a church with a rich history, strong and is a church with a rich history, strong and 
healthy leadership, thoughtful people, healthy leadership, thoughtful people, 
and a special mission in this city. I am grateful that the wisdom of the Holy Spirit has brought us together in such and a special mission in this city. I am grateful that the wisdom of the Holy Spirit has brought us together in such 
a time as this, and along with my wife Stephanie and our three children (Thomas, Harrison, and Corinne), I am a time as this, and along with my wife Stephanie and our three children (Thomas, Harrison, and Corinne), I am 
honored, excited, and ready to take this leap of faith. And more than that, I look forward to getting to know all of honored, excited, and ready to take this leap of faith. And more than that, I look forward to getting to know all of 
you and walking with you to see where the Spirit is leading us next, together. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, you and walking with you to see where the Spirit is leading us next, together. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you."the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you."

3
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WELCOME CORNER

Perennially
Don Frampton's long-awaited book detailing "A New History of St. Charles Avenue
 Presbyterian Church" has arrived! Copies of Welcome Corner can be purchased now at 
www.scapc.org/book-orders for $28/each ($32/each with shipping). Enjoy this beautiful 
depiction of our "perennially blessed" church through its founding 101 years ago to today.

...over its 100 years, the congregation has had but five senior pastors. 

In 1915, First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans abandoned its plan to grow its 
afternoon Sunday School into a brand new church "in the growing neighborhood of 
Uptown New Orleans" owing to a major hurricane. "At the last minute, however, a visionary 
elder stepped in and persuaded the congregation to retain the property. And because of 
William B. Bloomfield's intervention, that little afternoon Sunday School would continue, a 
'mustard seed' of a flock that one day would grow into the largest Presbyterian Church in 
Louisiana and one of the most prominent congregations in the Presbyterian Church.

Upon his arrival, John Land, SCAPC's first senior pastor, erected an electric 
sign reading "WELCOME" atop the church tower. "His stated intention that the infant 
congregation be a 'warmhearted church, overcoming the danger of being a cold congregation in a large city' 
was literally written all over the building. Indeed, for many years, the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
was known as 'The Church on the Welcome Corner'."

John S. Land
Senior Pastor, 1917-1959

Frederick V. Poag
Senior Pastor, 1960-1963

Kenneth G. Phifer
Senior Pastor, 1965-1983

First Presbyterian Church
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Blessed

That the church appreciates long-term pastoral relationships, and that the feeling is mutual, is hard to dispute.

1950 groundbreaking for the Educational Building:
from left, Richard W. Freeman, John S. Land, Myron Turfitt, and Earl Mathes

"Phifer's greatest legacy was how he contemporized the church's 
theology. He took a traditional church by the hand and gently, respectfully ushered 
it to a place of modern theological thought and reflection. It was no mean feat that 
he led the church to support a reunion of the northern and southern churches in 
the early 1980s."

"When Steven Blackmon was hired in 1986, choral performances 
that included members of the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra would become 
a much-anticipated event, garnering two 'Big Easy' awards for best choral 
performance."

Under the pastorship of Don Frampton and Associate Pastor Paul Seelman, "SCAPC's response to 
Hurricane Katrina was put together practically overnight...RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans) would provide 
lodging, food, equipment and supervision for weekly groups of volunteers. No sooner had the church reopened in 
October than the first team of volunteers arrived. The church was ready for them with tools, a rental van, and a Land 
Building retrofitted with dorm space and showers."

James L. Carter
Senior Pastor, 1984-1992

Donald R. Frampton
Senior Pastor, 1994-2019

A New History of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
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CHOIR MEMBERS SHARE

“Let this Mind Be in You” 
by Frank Ferko 
It is based on one of my favorite passages in the New 
Testament, Philippians 2:5-11. It also allows the choir to 
sing with great gusto at the end of the piece! However, 
Steven Blackmon would still want us to maintain good vocal 
technique. Also:

“Pilgrims Hymn” by Stephen Paulus 
I love the beautiful harmonies - and the text from a poem by 
Michael Dennis Browne: ‘Endless your grace, oh endless your 
grace, beyond all mortal dream.’”

-Martha Beveridge

Lux Aeterna by Morten Lauridsen
The alto lines throughout the entire piece soar in such 
exhilarating fashion.  When I sing, I have to remind myself to 
just keep singing and ignore my wildly beating heart as the 
music grows then diminishes throughout each piece.  The 
first time singing it was so joyful; I had to fight back tears 
until the end.  Now, I will focus on listening to it again.

-Judith Halverson

Moses Hogan songs and 

“Alleluia” by Virgil Thomson 
Tyler votes for these as favorites. For Betsy:

Requiem by Mozart and 

Mass in C by Beethoven
We both also love anything Puccini - he composed a few 
sacred works that are nice. 

- Betsy Uschkrat (and husband Tyler Smith)

“Vanitas Vanitatum” by Dan Forrest 
from Requiem for the Living 
The text is a unique choice - “vanity of vanities, all is vanity” 
from Ecclesiastes. Forrest himself describes the piece as 
having a ‘rage against the machine’ quality. The militant 
exposition, overlayed with a driving “pie Jesu”, pauses 
abruptly to make way for a “lacrimosa” that floats from the 

sopranos. All comes together with sweeping 
contrast – condemning and 

simultaneously 

begging mercy for a universal sin. It’s the sort of effect only 
music can pull off, and for this reason I love it. That and…
my son thinks it sounds like the score from an Avengers 
movie.

-Hallie Boh

"For the Beauty of the Earth” 
by John Rutter
The composition is one of my favorite anthems. I love the 
lyrics, which include:

For the beauty of the earth; for the beauty of the skies
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies.
...For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child; 
Friends on earth and friends above...

It’s a really beautiful, cheerful piece which always lifts my 
mood.

-Louise Hutcheon
 

Mass for Double Choir
by Frank Martin
Since I’m a choir director, you can imagine I have quite a 
few ‘favorites’ in sacred choral repertoire! One of the most 
beautiful works, and one that I keep returning to over and 
over as a conductor, is Martin’s Mass. My favorite recording 
is the Netherlands Chamber Choir, but really, most choirs 
do a nice job with it. It’s a complex work that combines 
very chant-like sections with thick harmonies and beautiful 
chords, and it’s just so much fun to listen to. The "Sanctus" 
is my favorite movement in the work. I hope you enjoy 
listening!

-Meg Frazier

“Hymn to the New Age" by Lee Hoiby 
(both words and music), 1980: My favorite choral pieces 
usually have extraordinary texts, ones that touch my heart 
at the same time as they astound me with brilliantly-crafted 
music. These words from Hoiby’s inspiring work, leading to 
and including the reassuring finale with choir and organ at 
full throttle, say it all:

God’s loving kingdom, come to us,
The gift of life and the gift of freedom.
Now shall peace reign, Truth be revealed,

And all wounds be healed.

We asked Chancel Choir members to share with us which sacred vocal pieces they've had on repeat throughout 
their singing hiatus this year. Read.....Download.....Enjoy.....Share.....Sing!
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THEIR FAVORITES
So was it ever meant to be,
Resplendent hope of humankind,
To follow with the dove the way of peace, 
The way of love.
So shall it be. So shall it be. So shall it ever be.

-Julie Nice

Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn
It seems that almost everything we do in the Choir is among 
my favorite choral pieces. But, choosing randomly, I always 
enjoy this music. Not only is it full of wonderful operatic 
choruses, solo ensembles, and arias, it includes a couple of 
intentionally Bach-like chorales. Mendelssohn adored J.S. 
Bach. These chorales were favorites of the Chancel Choir 
decades ago when I sang here as a student.

-Horace English

Requiem by DuruflÉ   -Carol Maher

for the Safety of Our Members

In light of the CDC's new guidelines regarding Covid-19, all individuals who have been fully vaccinated are no longer required 
to wear masks or socially distance during worship services and all other church activities. Since we are now allowed to gather at 
full capacity, reservations are no longer required. As a covenant community, we trust our fellow church members to care for one 
another by adhering to existing protocols and by respecting those who, for various reasons, continue to mask and maintain their 
distance from others. 

NEW HEALTH PROTOCOLS

For worship services, can I sit anywhere I like?
Yes, but we do ask that you distance yourselves 

from any worshippers who are masked in order to respect 
their safety. Service audio will be played in the 

Phifer Library for those who wish to further distance 
themselves from the congregation. 

How will the worship services change?
All pews will be open for seating. We will resume the use 

of Bibles, friendship pads, and offering plates. Communion 
will resume on June 13. The full Chancel Choir will resume 

singing in the fall, along with children’s messages and acolyte 
processions.

Will childcare be available?
Childcare for ages 4 and under will continue to be available 
in the Bear Classroom off Frampton Fellowship Hall. Masks 
are required for all children. No childcare reservations are 

required.

Will the services be posted online?
Yes. Click on the "Virtual Worship" link at scapc.org to view.

Will we have after-service coffee and refreshments?
Coffee service in Frampton Fellowship Hall 

will resume on June 13.

How will church meetings be handled?
Decisions as to whether to meet in person, via video 

conference, or in a hybrid format are left up to each group’s 
leader.

Is the church office now open to members?
Yes. We welcome any members who have church business 
to come to the church office, however please bear in mind 

that due to staff vacancies, it is especially important that our 
staff members maximize the time they have in the office to 

complete their work.

St. Cecilia’s Mass by Gounod 
- particularly the ‘Sanctus’: It is one of my favorite pieces. 
I could listen to it over and over again. It can be sung by a 
tenor or a soprano and be sung at a wedding or a funeral. 
It is a beautiful piece which can be sung at almost any 
occasion.

-Mary Malone

“How Can I Keep From Singing” 
by Matthew Culloton
In this last year the words of this piece have been so 
important to me. Even though we have not been able to sing 
together, I have tried to keep singing in my heart. Not always 
the easiest thing to do! I long for the day when we can sing 
together again!

-Wendi Adams
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"When one realizes that many people whom we have revered over our 
lifetime as Christians actually had more going on than was understood 
by everyone, the Bible becomes more credible, more like the lives of 
those reading it today."

-Libbie Reiss

"I found the Book of Acts to be 
especially compelling and I read Paul's 
letters not just for theology, but for a 
look at the establishment of the Church."

- Patrick Widhalm

"The Old Testament is very bloody!"
- Wendi Adams

"...reconciling that with love is a trial."
- Jenny Baldwin

"[What surprised me was] the slow evolution of 
the Hebrew faith throughout the Old Testament. The violent and sometimes 
graphic depiction of acts that were interpreted as God’s intention."

- William Troutt

"I made an 'appointment' every 
morning to read and reflect. I 
believe this strengthened my faith. I 
would like to find a daily devotional 
guide to continue the practice."

- Wendi Adams

"Somehow the daily reading in the early morning started my 
whole day off on a positive note.  I could feel the presence of 
God.  There was a sense of comfort too as the Covid-19 shut-
down just kept going throughout the whole year."

- Kathy Randall

"It was amazing that the 
Bible passage we read often 
seemed to coincide with 
what was happening in life, 
making the passages very 
relevant."

- Carole Troutt

"I LISTENED first thing 
in the morning before 
getting out of bed 
before the earthly 
world begins."

- Jenny Baldwin

"I love the images I see in my mind's 
eye when God describes creation 
and walking the recesses of the 
deep. I can't get that out of my mind 
for some reason."

- Ann Van Horn

Congratulations 
to the following 

members 
who completed 

the Bible in one year!

WENDI ADAMS

JENNY BALDWIN

SAMMYE PISANI 
(Bible Trivia Winner!)

KATHY RANDALL

CAROLE TROUTT

WILLIAM TROUTT

ANN VAN HORN

PATRICK WIDHALM

Readers share their 
favorite Bible verses:

Romans 12:12
1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Psalm 40
Job 38:1-16

Isaiah 26 
Jeremiah 29:11

Philippians 4:13
Micah 6:8

Matthew 5:3-12
Luke 10:25-37
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Weekly Bible Trivia Highlights
(answers on page 15)

(1)  In his second dream, Pharaoh saw seven good ____________ and seven thin 
____________.

(2)  What prophet divided the waters of the River Jordan so that the people could walk 
through on dry land?

(3)  Who was the King of Babylon during Jeremiah’s time?

(4)  The letter to the Colossians was written by Paul and someone else. Who?

(5)  Which book of scripture does Peter site when he says that it was foretold that one of 
Jesus’ apostles ( Judas) would disgrace his position and be replaced by another apostle?

(6)  What was Jesus’ second commandment?

(7)  When he was captured in Jerusalem, Paul spoke to the crowds in a language that 
immediately quieted them. What was that language?

(8)  The First Epistle of John states that "perfect love drives out all ____."

(9)  Jesus proclaims, "Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a ________ will 
never enter it."

(10)  The Psalmist prays, "Create in me a ________, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me."

(11)  In the Book of Revelation, at the sounding of the 7th trumpet, God’s temple in heaven 
is open. What is revealed inside?

(12)  Whom did Mordecai address when he said, "and who knows but that you have come 
to your royal position for such a time as this?" (Hint: It became the theme of SCAPC’s 2021 
Stewardship Campaign!)

"One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God."

- Matthew 4:4
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YOUNG ADULTS & FAMILIES

The Young Adults and Families group (YAF) continues to 
meet each Wednesday evening from 6:45-8:00 in the Land 
Building to pursue fellowship, theological discussion, and a 
sampling of beers. Since finishing Rachel Held Evans’ book 
Searching for Sunday, we’ve been having weekly one-off 
discussions on various topics like grief, happiness vs. joy, 
what makes someone a good person, etc. I’ve enjoyed the 
sense of community provided by PINTS during a time when 
it is easy to feel isolated, 
and our conversations 
have been thought-
provoking. We will be 
taking a break from 
PINTS for the summer 
and will resume in the 
fall. In the meantime, Bria 
will be fielding requests 
for study topics as well as 
beer selection. We hope 
to see you at our summer 
events and in the fall!

    -Ethan Rault

PINTS has helped us stay connected to our SCAPC 
community during the past year - restarting over zoom during 
the summer and gradually transitioning back to meeting in 
person (masked). Some of us have been going into work 
throughout the pandemic while others are working remotely, 
but this weekly small group has deepened friendships and 
provided a sense of normalcy. We've discussed current 
events, podcasts, TED talks, and articles within the context 
of our faith journeys as well as breaking down our individual 
days. I'm so thankful for this community.

    -Jessie Bruggers

As a newly married couple, we were eager to find a church 
family at SCAPC.  We began attending PINTS in October of 
2019 and were happy to find a welcoming group of young 
adults to gather with in fellowship on Wednesdays. As of 
recent, the PINTS studies have been of varying topics, ranging 
from handling grief to recognizing God’s blessings.  By varying 
the topic week to week, we have the flexibility of discussing 
topics relevant to our day-to-day lives through the eyes of 
all SCAPC ‘young adult and family’ members. In addition to 
our weekly study, we have loved the monthly events around 
New Orleans that help us be more connected with members 

of SCAPC. We especially enjoyed gathering for socially 
distanced picnics at the Fly during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The pandemic has been isolating and challenging, so we 
are very thankful to have a strong community like PINTS to 
call on during these times. In the future, we are excited to 
continue to see our community grow and call SCAPC our 
church home.

    -Emily and Andrew Tatum

PINTS for me has been 
an amazing time of 
fellowship. But fellowship 
doesn’t just mean being 
together but doing things 
together. Sometimes 
that means asking hard 
questions, exploring 
pieces of yourself you 
may not have thought 
of before, or sitting with 
the unknowns. PINTS’ 
recent format has shifted 
from our previous book 

studies to listening to podcasts, sermons, TED talks, or other 
short thought-provoking videos and discussion questions 
that may arise. 

One of the video’s we recently watched was a TED Talk by 
Nora McInerny who discussed her experience of grief. Some 
of our group has experienced more than their share of grief 
while others have not yet had anyone close to them die. I 
must admit, I sometimes forget not everyone has their world 
repeatedly crash around them in their 20/30s. 

YAF'S PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study) program has been going strong 
for nearly a decade. Meeting every Wednesday evening, young adults discuss different topics each week, 
often addressing challenges within their own lives of faith - all while enjoying beverages together in the Land 
Building. PINTS was held virtually for the first months of the pandemic, and then became one of the first groups 
to convene (safely!) in person. Here, YAF's reflect on their experiences together.
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ASK THE HARD QUESTIONS

ADULT SUMMER CLASSES
A Bit More About Buddhism
Beginning June 6, Richard Ashmore and Julie Nice will 
moderate an adult Sunday School Class, the title of 
which is “A Bit More About Buddhism”.  This class will 
engage with five interconnected journeys: (1) Buddha’s 
life journey; (2) Buddhism’s journey from its origin in 
India to its migration to the Far East and Southeast Asia, 
and more recently to the US; (3) a person’s life journey 
from birth to death; (4) our personal daily journey 
from sunrise to sunset as often “mindless" to hopefully 
a bit more "mindful”; and (5) our faith journey from 
Christianity as given and perhaps unexamined, to more 
understanding of, and appreciation for, Buddhism, 
which in turn may lead to an enhanced and enlarged 
Christian faith in action.

If possible before the first session on June 6, class 
participants are asked to view “The Buddha”, a 
documentary by PBS. It is available for viewing 
free on Amazon Prime.  It can also be found on a 
computer search at “Documentary – The Buddha - PBS 
Documentary (Narrated by Richard Gere), YouTube – 
Dhamma in English, September 17, 2015.”  Viewing the 
video is encouraged but is not a requirement for class 
participation. All are invited to join this class, which will 
be presented in a hybrid format, in person at SCAPC 
and also on Zoom.  

CBD Study Group
The CBD Study Group meets online each Wednesday at 8 a.m.  When 
and where the group will resume in-person meetings is uncertain, 
but members look forward to the day when that happens.  “CBD” 
stands for Central Business District, of course, where the group has 
met for well over two decades.  But it also stands for “Christian Book 
Discussion”, which is what the group does.  Over the years, the group 
has studied over fifty books, all of which relate in one way or another 
to our Christian faith.  And the discussions are lively!

The group is currently reading and discussing Founding Faith, by 
Steven Waldman.  This book is about how the founding fathers 
of our country created a new approach to religious liberty.  The 
book addresses the religious development of five founding fathers 
- Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and James Madison.  Most of us would generally assume 
that the American Revolution was all about political freedom.  But 
the author contends that it was just as much (or perhaps even more) 
about religious toleration and the gaining of religious freedom. 
The author observes that many on the modern left assert that the 
First Amendment was designed to separate church and state; and 
many on the right maintain that the United States was founded as a 
Christian nation.  He contends that neither of these claims is accurate.

Members of the CBD Study Group are finding the book highly 
informative and interesting, and would recommend it to other 
readers.    

It was important for me to listen to their experiences, hold 
space for their struggles of what to say or do, as well as 
sharing my experiences from the grief side.

Nora says – we don’t move on from grief, we move forward. 
Just as my loved ones will always be a part of me, the grief of 
their passing will always be a part of me. As time passes, the 
grief takes different forms and stays for different times, but it 
always shows up. PINTS has been one of my communities of 
safe spaces, letting me show up in whatever state of grief that 
Wednesday night might find me, and loving me through it all.

I invite you to watch Nora’s TED  talk (google search Nora 
McInerny Ted Talk to find her video) and chew on these 
questions:

•Words are important but even well-intentioned 
phrases may not be as helpful as we think. Do you have 
go-to phrases/actions for those in grief? Are they truly 
helpful and not hurtful?

•Grief is uncomfortable. We often try to fix it but it’s not 
something that can be fixed. How can you show up for 
someone experiencing grief?
•Have you ever thought about/experienced grief never 
going away? How does this make you feel?

    -Katie Brendler
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A TIME FOR LAMENT

It takes three years for a Presbyterian Women Bible Study to 
come to fruition:  once a study topic is accepted, it has to be 
written, field-tested, and revised before it is finally published 
and sent out to Presbyterian women all over the world.  The 
author of this year’s study is P. Lynn Miller, a minister of Word 
and Sacrament.  Lynn, who resides in Jackson, Mississippi, is 
the first author who also created the art for the study.  Lynn’s 
art is both beautiful and symbolic.

“Into the Light: Finding Hope Through the Prayers of Lament” 
is the name of the study.  Wait, what?  A study on lament?  
After a year characterized by a pandemic, and on our own 
Gulf Coast, hurricanes, a study of laments seemed either like 
a very timely choice or a depressing one.  In her webinar 
introduction to the Bible study, Lynn recalled announcing to 
her Circle in 2017 that she had been chosen to write a Bible 
study for PW.  The members of her Circle (actually known as 
“the Semi-Circle”!) were ecstatic.  Then Lynn told them the 
topic:  lament.  As she says, “They gave me blank looks.  And, 
then one of them bravely said, ‘So, essentially, we’re going to 
be depressed for an entire year!  Thanks, Lynn!’”

I admit it.  I had similar reservations!  In the introduction, 
Lynn acknowledges possible trepidation.  She writes, “Why 
offer a study of Biblical lament?  Why bother to lament at 
all?”  Lynn answers her own question:  “When we remember 
and consider the woes of the world such as war, sickness, 
unfulfilled lives, and threats to creation and society, we are 
reminded that God’s reign has not yet come.”  Our faith, she 
says, offers us this option:  lament.  

What, then, IS a lament?  Let me tell you what it is not.  
Sometimes we may say that we lament words spoken in 
anger, or we lament a choice we have made.  Actually, that is 
not a lament.  That’s regret.  What, then, is a lament?  Lament 
can be defined “as an emotional statement of sorrow or 
regret.  A lament may refer to an event in time, and a public 
lament announces wrongs and injustices both to God and to 
neighbor.”  But, true laments are prayers spoken to God.  And, 
not just spoken prayers.  They may be prayed, sung, painted, 
or even danced!
 
Another thing laments are not:  whining.  And, a lament is 
NOT the appropriate response for situations over which we 
have control.  In that situation, if we have had the opportunity 
to address injustice or suffering – but failed to do so – then 
the proper response is to confess and repent our inaction.

Perhaps God seems very far away.  Perhaps, we are sorrowful.  

A lament is a prayer addressed to God:  the One who can 
right that wrong!  In our first lesson, we read Psalm 22 which 
begins:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my 
groaning?”  This lament was followed by a passage from 
Matthew 27, which describes the crucifixion in heartbreaking 
detail, and we see Jesus quoting the psalmist.  We read, “And 
about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?”  that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”  

As the author noted, “If there is any occasion to lament, it 
is when we feel that God is no longer present with us.”  The 
lament, she says, “allows us who lament to give voice to the 
hurt of God’s perceived absence in the present situation and 
calls to mind how God has acted in relationship to us in the 
past.”

Lynn offers the lament as a theological response to life’s 
challenges and heartaches.  But, she cautions, “Learning 
ABOUT lament is not the same as learning TO lament, and 
the world is in enough of a state that I think we need to 
practice lament just a little bit more.”

An overview of this year’s Presbyterian Women's Bible Study:  
“Into the Light: Finding Hope Through the Prayers of Lament” by P. Lynn Miller

- Kate Elkins    
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Lynn gives us three common elements in scriptural lament:  
First, laments address God.  Second, the injustice or grievance 
is described to God.  And, third, a lament usually includes 
a statement of trust in God.  A statement of trust reminds 
both parties that they are in relationship.  Our laments, says 
Lynn, are spoken to and focused on the God who is always 
faithful.  And laments do not have to 
be beautiful.  They simply need to 
speak from the heart.

One of the surprises of this study for me was how closely 
lament is tied to scripture.  Each month we read passages 
from both the Hebrew and Christian scriptures.  I might 
have guessed that laments could be found in Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, and Job.  But, they come from every part of 
scripture!  The Pentateuch!  The Prophets!  From Historical 
books such as Judges and Ruth.  From the Wisdom literature – 
Psalms!  And from the Epistles and Revelation in the Christian 
Bible.  

Lynn notes that our ancestors in faith lamented.  Not to be 
self-indulgent (although there were requests to vanquish 
enemies!), or to ask for self-pity.  In Old Testament literature, 
the faithful boldly offer their laments to God, (and sometimes 
ask that God act NOW!)

In our second lesson, we read Psalm 137, a communal lament.  
Jerusalem has been destroyed and Israel has been exiled to 
Babylon.  “By the rivers of Babylon – there we sat down and 
there we wept when we remembered Zion.  

On the willows there we hung up our 
harps.  For there our captors asked 
us for songs, and our tormentors 
asked for mirth, saying, ‘Sing us 

one of the songs of Zion!’ How 
could we sing the Lord’s 

song in a foreign land?”  
Perhaps, like me, you can 
hear the haunting music 
from “Godspell” that 

accompanies these words.  
Psalm 137, a lament of many, 

eloquently and vividly describes 
the pain and sorrow of a people 
held captive in a foreign land  - a 
people not only enslaved, but also 
tormented, a people with just cause 
for lament.  

 (But, happily, we know the end of 
 the story:  They are not lost.  They 
 will  return to Jerusalem and build  
 homes and the Temple.  They will plant 

vineyards).  

Each month we read and discussed a different aspect of 
lament.  In addition to the communal lament, we studied 
women’s laments, lamenting death, lamenting life, lament 
over the city, creation laments.  In each lesson our focus was 
remembering that lament is prayer.  Lament, as prayer, is 
addressed to the One who can change things, and that One 

for us as Christians is God.  So, lament, as Lynn says, is nothing 
more and nothing less than conversations with God.  

Okay!  Got it!  And, then came Lesson 8.  GOD LAMENTS.  
Wait!  What?  I had been focused on the Biblical laments, 
and the laments of people today, even my own laments!  I 
thought WE were the ones lamenting.  I thought WE were the 
ones bringing our sorrows to God.  That WE were the ones 
asking God for help and for change.  Suddenly, the tables 
were turned.

In Lesson 8, we read God’s lament from Hosea 11:  “When 
Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my 
son.  The more I called them, the more they went from me; 
they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to 
idols.  Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk.  I took them 
up in my arms; but they did not know that I healed them.  I 
led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love.  I 
was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks.  I bent 
down and fed them….My people are bent on turning away 
from me….How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand 
you over, O Israel?”

God laments!  God weeps!  Lynn writes, “God’s relationship 
with humanity has brought God to lament not once but 
multiple times.”  Yes, we fail.  We disappoint God.  God’s 
laments are different, says Lynn, because we are the cause of 
the lament.  “Humans, not God,” she writes, “have the ability 
to change.”  WE are the ones who can and must do better.  
But, here is another encouraging word:  “God’s ability and 
willingness to lament gives each person permission to lament.  
We are made in God’s image.”   

Our final lesson in May, “End of Lament”  is good news for all 
Christians.  Lynn writes, “Hope is an essential part of lament.  
Hope is both the motivation for lament and its result.  For 
followers of Christ, hope can and does exist in the midst of 
suffering.  And in the midst of suffering we lament in order 
to hope.  We look around at the world as we know it, and we 
know that things could be better than they are.  We hope for 
something more – aligned with the will and purpose of God 
– than what we see.  Our hope, overtly stated in lament, is in 
the God with whom we are and have been in relationship.  
Our laments are songs that cry out to God and songs that 
describe suffering and pain.  All of those characteristics turn 
our songs of lament into songs of hope.”

“Humans, not God, have the ability to change.”  

Laments address God.
Laments describe the injustice or grievance to God.

Laments state their trust in God.
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BIRTHSBIRTHS
Lilla Mae Valentine Rowland, February 27, 2021

daughter of Caitlin and Andrew Rowland

 Ross Cowden Ward, April 20, 2021
son of Erin Wimberly & Stephen J. Ward

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Adele Sanderford
Charles Landis
Ella Landis

MARRIAGEMARRIAGE
Cheney Behrens Gardner to Henry Peter Holbrook, 

April 17, 2021

DEATHDEATH
Dr. Francis E. LeJeune Jr. 

April 15, 2021

BAPTISMSBAPTISMS
Peter Anderson Wilson III, March 7, 2021

son of Rosalind Jenkins and Peter A. Wilson Jr.

Otto Greene Lochridge, April 11, 2021
son of Amelia Koch and Lloyd Wallace Lochridge

Anders Douglas Hudson, April 18, 2021
son of Sarah Clinton and Mark Hudson

Hugh Britton Sanderford IV, April 11, 2021
son of Adele Humphreys and Brice Sanderford

Lilla Mae Valentine Rowland, May 2, 2021
daughter of Caitlin and Andrew Rowland

Frances Rose Rault, May 2, 2021
daughter of Bria and Ethan Rault

Marilyn Melou James, May 9, 2021
daughter of Leslie Rouse and Fielding James

Job 5:7 says:  “Yet man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.”

When trouble comes, and it will, we go to God in prayer.  We lament.  We may imagine that God is 
absent.  But in our prayer of lament, we are faithful, asking for help from the only One who can help.

We remember Psalm 139, the scripture we read in the very first lesson:

“Where can I go from your spirit?
 Or where can I flee from your presence?
  If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
   If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
    If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
 even there your hand shall lead me,
  and your right hand shall hold me fast.”

Indeed, God is always present.
Artwork by author P. Lynn Miller

MILESTONES Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

as of May 12, 2021
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Bible Trivia Answers
7. Aramaic (Acts 21:40 – 22:2)
8. Fear (1 John 4:18)
9. Little child (Luke 18:17)
10. Clean heart (Psalm 51:10)
11. The Arc of the Covenant (Revelation 11:19)
12. Esther (Esther 4:14)

1. Ears of grain (Genesis 41)
2. Elijah (2 Kings 2:7-8)
3. Nebuchadnezzar ( Jeremiah 27:6) 
4. Timothy (Colossians 1:1)
5. Psalms (Acts 1:20)
6. You shall love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 
12:31)

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
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