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Dear SCAPC Friends,
I have always been taken by the Anne LaMott story about the child who gets lost in her
neighborhood and can’t find her way home. Seeing her distress, a police officer stops and
offers to let her ride around the streets until she gets her bearings and can find her way home.
Back and forth they travel and nothing looks familiar. Then they make a turn onto a street and
the child exclaims, ‘hey, that’s my church, I can always find my way home from there!’ And sure
enough, she gets her bearings when they pass by her church and she is able to make her way
home from there.
I am aware of the shortcomings of Christian communities; we have a lot to answer for and we
fall short of God’s glory in many ways. But still, I can’t imagine my life without the richness of
these seasons, Lent and Easter, Pentecost and Ordinary Time, Advent and Christmas, Epiphany
and Mardi Gras, helping us mark our time and our lives through the rhythms of Christ’s coming,
Christ’s living, Christ’s dying, Christ’s rising, and Christ’s coming again. In our life together, I
invite you to participate in the pomp and passion of Palm Sunday, the solemnity of Maundy
Thursday, the darkness of Good Friday, and the anticipation of Easter.
It may be possible to live our lives apart from this story, to allow the trivial to hollow us out,
to give in to the tyranny of our calendars or our children’s calendars, to compartmentalize
Jesus to the religious sphere of ourselves only. But I think our lives are fuller, richer, and more
purposeful when we find our part in the story of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. Through
our mutual care of each other, our sharing in life together, and extending beyond ourselves in
service to the demands of Christian discipleship, we find our way home, and on the way there,
we find our true selves.
In the worship and life together of this community from Palm Sunday through Eastertide, may
you, once again, find your way home.
With every blessing,

Chris Currie
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HOLDING YOUR BREATH
FOR TWO YEARS!
When this whole COVID thing kicked off back in March of
2020, our stalwart Chancel Choir were in the throes of putting
together the beautiful Stabat Mater setting by Giaocchino Rossini.
It became pretty clear that we’d need to push the Pause button
on our preparations, figuring that surely a couple of weeks of
steering clear of everyone would be sufficient to put things back
on a normal tack. What a pipe dream that turned out to be! Here
we are almost exactly TWO YEARS LATER, pretty much trying to
pick up where we left off vis a vis this masterwork by Rossini.
Was I worried about the effects an unfortunate and unforeseen
two-year hiatus could have on a mostly volunteer group of singers?
Oh, but yes. I had nightmare visions of an endless cavalcade of
remedial warmup and coaching sessions all designed to get us
back into some kind of vocal shape sufficient to allow us to present even simple anthem fare
on any given Sunday in Lent, much less being able to take on a grand choral masterpiece to be
accompanied by orchestra, and all in time to present on Palm Sunday! As it turns out, I needn’t
have worried. We’ve jumped back into the legendary deep end of the pool, and it turns out we
can still swim! And so Rossini's Stabat Mater it will be, coming up on Palm Sunday, when we’ll be
joined by our good friends from the LPO, all of whom claim to have missed their opportunities to
make music with us here on the corner of State and St. Charles.
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Now, on to a word about the Rossini itself. Most folks when they think
of the great composer think of Rossini’s amazing operatic output. He
wrote an astounding 39 operas (the most famous being The Barber
of Seville and William Tell) between the years of 1806 and 1829, and
by the time he was 37 he moved into what was to be a period of
retirement (William Tell turned out to be his last opera). His health
was variable, he was financially secure, the end result being that he
pretty much stopped composing. In 1831 (according to Wiki), while
traveling in Spain, Rossini was convinced to accept a commission
to produce a setting of the liturgical text of the Stabat Mater, and
managed to complete about half of the score during the year of 1832;
however, ill health prevented him from completing the work at the
time. Rossini convinced his friend Giovanni Tadolini to compose the
remaining movements. This version of the entire work was presented
and published as being Rossini’s own, and it was premiered in

Madrid on Holy Saturday of 1833. It was never
again performed. Years later, following a flurry
of legal wrangling amongst various parties with
regard to copyright, Rossini finally composed
the remainder of the work himself, and it is this
version that is performed today.
So what happens when a master of opera
composes a work specifically for a liturgical
setting? Well, let’s just say that our colossally
capable cadre of professional soloists are very
much looking forward to proving that they are
up to the task of bringing Rossini’s beautiful
music to life once again. Our choir is likewise quite enraptured with the idea of being back in the
musical saddle, as it were. The last time we mounted this setting of the Stabat Mater was way back
in 2011, and we’ve been looking forward to having it come up in the rotation again ever since. It’s
a serious and contemplative text, perfectly suited for Holy Week. We hope that you will enjoy it
and be moved by listening to it as much as we all are by presenting as part of our Lenten offering.
Looking forward to seeing you all on Palm Sunday morning. Be there, and please bring along some
friends!
Onward and upward,
Steven
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McMillan Society

A night of food and fellowship was shared together with 60 people. The fun
began with wine and cheese in the Land Building then moved on to Frampton
Fellowship Hall for an Italian feast, including lasagna and gelato, and special
music performance by Kameron Lopreore, Tenor and Steven Blackmon,
Piano. For more on the McMillan Society and their upcoming historical tour
of SCAPC on May 14, visit the McMillan web page www.scapc.org/mcmillan/
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A Taste of Italy
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Catherine Karas
On March 19, the Young Adult and Families (YAF) ministry
joined forces with the Creation Care team for a morning of
service by planting trees throughout the city. This morning
of fellowship and service was facilitated by SOUL (Sustaining
Our Urban Landscape) which is a local nonprofit that is
seeking to drive a resilient and environmentally equitable
New Orleans by reforesting our urban landscape.
SOUL is extremely intentional and thoughtful in both its
mission and execution. They plant their trees in clusters
to better stave off flooding, reduce pollution, improve
community health, and provide beauty and shade.
Community members who wish to have trees planted in
front of their homes can contact SOUL, and sometimes
this is done by individual houses, an entire block, or even a
neighborhood. SOUL then plants the trees free of charge.
SOUL provides maintenance guidelines to every home/business that receives trees, and they are
always available to answer questions.
In order to make sure the trees continue to thrive after
they’ve been planted, SOUL oversees the planting of every
tree to help ensure its successful growth. They also provide
tree guards for every tree to protect against weed-eater
damage, and SOUL maps every tree they plant so that they
can keep track of its progress.
Our intergenerational volunteer team was made up of youth
group members, Creation Care members, parents, church
employees, and young adult and family (YAF) members.
We planted trees in three different neighborhoods across
New Orleans, and we planted a variety of trees. The SOUL
team planted Little Gem Magnolia, Sweetbay Magnolia,
Savannah Holly, Dahoon Holly, Red Maple, Nettle Oak and
Live Oak that day.
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Tree Planting
The SCAPC Creation Care team was the driving force behind
this day of service. Creation Care, made possible in large part
by a grant from SCAPC’s Forward Together Capital Campaign,
is a part of our overall PW Peace and Justice program. Creation
Care is an initiative to inspire female servant leadership
through the co-creation and funding of experiences that
advance a care culture within the congregation and the larger
community. Creation Care programming has collaborated
with and supported Okra Abbey, hosted programming for the
Middle School Girls Group, co-created and co-funded a free
Interfaith Earth Day event, sponsored delegates to the United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women, and supported
advocacy work especially related to human trafficking issues.
We are so grateful for the work of the Creation Care team,
and so thankful for their leadership in bringing the larger church community together for a day of
service.
We hope to continue partnering with SOUL in the future, and we look forward to seeing you join
us next time!
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Wondering and Learning
Sunday School is one of the many ways we help children of the church along their path of spiritual
formation. The Spark curriculum we are currently using focuses on bible discovery and exploration where
kids don’t just hear the stories but learn to wonder, ask questions, and see how those stories fit into their
own lives. In one of their recent lessons, kids learned about Jesus as a child in the temple. When Jesus’
parents found him, he was sitting with the leaders in the temple and talking with them about God. Just as
Jesus talked to the leaders in the temple about God, kids learned that we can ask church leaders questions
in our holy place. Below are SCAPC’s 1st - 3rd grade Sunday School class’s questions they came up with to
ask the pastors.
1. Do you have any pets?
Pastor Chris: Yes, we have a dog named Olsen, a fish called Blue Nemo, and a new
addition to the family, a chameleon named Quinn.
Pastor Sarah: Yes, a dog named Buster (pictured to the right).
2. What is your favorite food and drink and dessert?
Pastor Chris: I love any kind of Mexican food or Tex-Mex fare, I really love coffee, and
my favorite dessert would have to be caramel cake.
Pastor Sarah: My favorite food is probably chips and queso, really any kind of Tex-Mex. My favorite drink
is Topo Chico (sparkling water), and my favorite dessert is cake (or cupcakes) with buttercream icing.
3. How did you become a leader?
Pastor Chris: I think it was probably something instilled into me by my mom and dad, but also growing up
in the church and having relationships with other adults who gave me responsibility even when I was kid.
Pastor Sarah: Of all the things that have led me/made me a leader I would say the most important are the
people and communities who loved me, nurtured me, and believed in me and the gifts God has given me.
It was their voices that God used to help me see my calling to be a pastor and a leader of Jesus’ Church.
4. How did you come to work at SCAPC?
Pastor Chris: I was called here in May of 2021, to serve as pastor and felt a common bond with this church.
Pastor Sarah: I was about to finish seminary (pastor school) in Austin, TX and was looking for a church
to work with and I had heard about SCAPC and that you all were looking for a pastor to especially help
with mission work. Since that is something that I am really passionate about and the church sounded great
and living in New Orleans sounded exciting, I wrote a letter to the Associate Pastor Search Committee
asking them to consider me for the job and they called me back. After many conversations and visits, the
committee decided to ask me if I’d like to come and be your Associate Pastor, and I said YES!
5. Do you like your job?
Pastor Chris: I really do; most days I can’t believe I get to do what I do; it's fun, different each day, and
fulfilling—and sometimes hard.
Pastor Sarah: YASSSSS!!!
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Kids Ask the Pastors
6.
How did you end up at NOLA?
Pastor Chris: When I came to SCAPC this summer.
Pastor Sarah: Coming to be your pastor is how I ended up in NOLA.
7.
How long have you been doing your job?
Pastor Chris: I was ordained to ministry in 2004, so about 18 years.
Pastor Sarah: 5 and a half years.
8.
What is the most difficult thing about your job?
Pastor Chris: Dealing with hard things like the pandemic and trying to
make the right decision for everyone, and also being there for people
you care about who are struggling or dying or hurting.
Pastor Sarah: I like for everyone to get along and be friends all the
time, so when conflicts come up, it feels scary for me. This happens a
lot when you work with people, because everyone is different and has
different needs and thoughts and opinions. Even though arguments
and conflicts can happen, I have learned it’s important to work through
it and that it’s better for everyone to confront what’s wrong and not
ignore it.
9.
What is your favorite Bible story?
Pastor Chris: I would have to say Luke 15…the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost son…all the lost
are found!
Pastor Sarah: When Jesus washes the feet of his disciples in the gospel of John 13. Jesus knows he’s about
to be betrayed and eventually go to the cross, but before he does he shows the disciples what love
and greatness look like and he tells them that they should also love one another in the ways he’s shown
them.
10. Tell me about your family?
Pastor Chris: I am married to Stephanie who is a speech-language
pathologist (therapist) going to school right now to get a Ph.D. in
Rehabilitation Sciences, and I have a son
Thomas (16) 10th grade at Ben Franklin
High School, a son Harrison (7th grade) and
Corinne (6th grade) both at Newman, and
all three love participating in the SCAPC
youth program.
Pastor Sarah: My family is me, my husband,
David – who is also a Presbyterian Minister, our son, Chance – who just turned
1 year old, and our dog Buster.
11

What makes
SCAPCNS unique?

SCAPC Nursery School

SCAPCNS is one of the last true nursery schools
in the city. Our program allows families the
time to observe their child in a caring learning
environment before choosing the best fit for
Pre-K or Kindergarten.

2022-2023 Classes
3-Day or 5-Day
School 8:45 am-12:00 pm
Lunch Bunch 12:00-2:15 pm
Children must be 17 months old
by August 31, 2022.
Summer Camps in June & July

Philosophy and
Curriculum
Our curriculum reflects our philosophy.
Children learn best through play in a safe,
loving and nurturing environment that
consists of multisensory materials,
open-ended activities and developmentally
appropriate experiences.
Our goal is to foster social and emotional
growth while developing reading, writing,
problem solving and communication skills.

Admission
Open for
2022-2023
For more
information or to
schedule a tour:
Contact Keflyn Fransen, Director
504.891.5101
scapcns@gmail.com
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scapcns.org

Children arrive at SCAPCNS ready for a day full of fun and adventure! Each
day consists of art activities, social experiences, and unlimited opportunities
to learn through play! Children build strong academic and social foundations
through teamwork as well as individually in learning centers. Kids can be
seen here using scissors at the math center working on their fine motor
skills. Learning and play through hands-on experience encourages kids to
wonder and explore the world around them. This year kids grew their own
garden consisting of tomatoes and milkweed for the butterflies. Fostering
their imagination and building creativity takes place throughout the year
with themed days; pictured here are a few from Mardi Gras, St. Patrick's Day,
& Hero Day! We cultivate kind words and kind hearts, teaching kids how to
be good friends and develop emotionally. We love our SCAPCNS families!
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Fall Detection - Apple Watch Review
Miriam Hollar
This year, one out of every four Americans
aged 65 or older will fall. Falling once doubles
your chances of falling again within the year. One
out of five falls causes a serious injury. Each year, at
least 300,000 people 65 or older are hospitalized
for hip fractures. More than 95 percent
p
of hip
p
fractures are caused by falling. Falls are the most
common cause of traumatic brain
rain injury.
This sobering list comes
es from the Center
for Disease Control. Having fallen twice in the last
two years with hospital visits
ts required both times,
I am particularly concerned
ed about falling. Serving
as the Parish Associate for
or SCAPC, I am aware that
a significant number of our members fall each
year. Reasons for and ways
ays to prevent falls is a
conversation everyone should have with their
physician during their annual
nnual physical. Each
person has their own set
et of risk factors.
One of the big hazards
azards in falling is
being alone when one falls, particularly
at home. I have heard from
rom people
who have fallen, no matt
er their age,
tter
that they feel they are too
oo young
to have to wear a fall detection
etection
device. In many people’s’s minds,
these devices have a certain
rtain stigma
attached to them. I researched
arched
alternatives that might encourage
more use. Apple watches
es seem
to be the best possibilty.
y.
The advertisements
nts that
show the Apple Watch alerting
help for athletic middle-aged
-aged people
falling off their bikes or in other types of accidents
are hard to ignore. After asking everyone I saw
who wore an Apple Watch (and it is a significant
number) about the fall detection on their watch, I
tested one.
If an Apple Watch (SE of Series 4 or later)
detects a hard fall while on your wrist, it taps your
wrist, sounds an alarm, and displays an alert which
14

you can dismiss or choose to contact emergency
services. If you do not respond to the prompts
on the watch face, emergency services are called.
It will also call your emergency contacts which
you preprogram into your cell phone. Falls are
also recorded in the Health App on your iPhone,
whether or not emergency services are contacted,
so yyou have a record of any falls you take.
At first, I thought the Apple
Watch was
Ap
the perfect solution to the issue
issu of what to use to
detect falls. Here are its down
downsides:
Though the watch can work
for the user
w
who does not use an iPhone, it’s
it functionality
is reduced. A separate cellular plan can be
purchased and/or it can be connected to
WiFi. Apple watc
watches work best when
paired with an iPhone.
not buy a separate
If you do n
cellular plan for your watch, you
your iPhone close so
need to keep yo
stays connected by
that the watch stay
Bluetooth. I found tthat the walls in my
Bluetooth connection
house cause the Blu
to fail. However, I ccan make calls via
WiFi on my watch.
The watch needs user input with
some regularity to be functional.
I reprogrammed mine several
times
s
but found that I could not
no reduce its
functionality to a point that
tha it did not need a
certain amount of user input such as clearing off
notifications from various apps
or acceptance of
a
the automatic updates.
Recharging, which must be done daily,
needs to be planned so you are not charging it at
a time you are at risk o
of falling. Falls in the shower
and
bathroom
are common so you need to wear it
db
h
while bathing. It is water proof.
Some users complain that the watch over
detects falls – like while clapping or leaning over. I
have not had any such issue.
Overall, the Apple Watch is a great idea to
detect a fall – if the user is somewhat tech savvy.

COMMUNITY
MINISTRY UPDATE
Following Hurricane Ida, the garden beds
at the New Orleans Mission were heavily
damaged. Through Community Ministry
Funds the new beds were purchased and the
garden restored! Working in the garden and
harvesting the crops produced is one of the
many activities community members at the
New Orleans Mission can engage in as they
recover and heal their lives.

MILESTONES

Send your milestones to Membership
Coordinator Camille Zander:
camille@scapc.org.

as of March 23, 2022

Birth

David Jonathan Howe, December 13, 2021
son of Coco & Jonathan Howe
Camille Louise Rault, January 18, 2022
daughter of Bria & Ethan Rault

BAPTISMS

William Michael Mann III, November 28, 2021
son of Lawton & William Michael Mann, Jr.
Mr. Richard James McGivern IV, December 26, 2021
Joseph Otto Porter, January 9, 2022
son of Catherine Steck & Alex Porter
Richard Hunter Yancey VI, January 23, 2022
son of Richard Hunter & Kristie Reily Yancey V
Neil Harding Tipton, February 6, 2022
son of Anna & John Tipton

MARRIAGE

DEATHS

NEW MEMBERS

Charles B. Montgomery
January 13, 2022

Kathryn Favaloro to Jeff Watson
January 29, 2022

Cassie Oliver
Lacy Edgecombe
Jeremy Grabill
Meredith Grabill
Charlotte Urban
Stephanie Currie
Thomas Currie
Paula Ates
Julie Dimond
Larry Nachman
Betty Schwall
Ben Slater
Kathy Slater
Brint Anderson

Robert Conery Hassinger
January 11, 2022

Charles C. King
February 8, 2022
Ashley Barret Scriber
March 18, 2022

Ross Cowden Ward, February 20, 2022
son of Erin Wimberly & Stephen J. Ward
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