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"Bless to us, O God, the 
doors we open, 
the thresholds 
we cross, and 
the roads that 
lie before us. 
Go with us 
wherever we
go & welcome us home."

Iona Community Blessing
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Dear SCAPC family,

Think about where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. A year ago, we 
were not meeting in person and much of our ministry, other than worship, had to happen 
person-to-person and solely through an online presence. We were putting our lives, homes, 
and ourselves back together after Hurricane Ida.  We were dealing with the Delta variant of 
covid-19, shortly to be followed by Omicron. Our first session meeting with a new pastor had to 
happen by Zoom with many of us scattered in various locales waiting to return to New Orleans. 
In contrast, as we hit our stride this fall of 2022, we were able to kickoff the fall year of Spiritual 
Formation and Christian Education with our Reconnect with the Corner Block Party; we were 
able to start off Wednesday Night Out with a bang and Broadway Night with more than 100 
people in attendance. We just completed a very successful Day of Service with children, youth, 
and adults serving our neighbors and working alongside mission partners in our city. We have 
also set out in some new directions, screening a film about Presbyterian ministers who made 
courageous stands in their ministry in the 1950s and 1960s; our global ministry is exploring 
ways to be involved in border ministry and supporting refugees seeking to make a home in our 
community; RHINO has found new ways to branch out through a partnership with Louisiana 
Just Recovery, and we are developing relationships with Presbyterian campus ministry partners 
on the campuses of Tulane and Loyola. On a final happy note, we have welcomed nearly fifty 
new members (already) into our church so far this year and special thanks to Margaret Ann 
Lindsey and the Membership Committee for their efforts to welcome new people into our 
life together. Once here, may we all work to create a sense of belonging for every person who 
crosses our threshold, new and longtime, young and old, jet-set or Chevrolet-set, and everyone 
in between. As we move forward with a renewed sense of purpose about the future, I share 
this blessing from the Iona Community: ‘Bless to us, O God, the doors we open, the thresholds 
we cross, and the roads that lie before us. Go with us wherever we go and welcome us home.’ 

In faith, hope, and love,

Chris Currie 

From the Pastor's Desk
Chris Currie



Women: Make Your Plans Now 
To Join the PW Retreat in January

 All women seeking a time of spiritual 
growth, fellowship and relaxation are invited to 
the annual PW Retreat January 13-14, 2023. This 
year’s retreat will start on Friday 
afternoon at 2 pm and end by 4 pm 
on Saturday to attract even more 
women to this time honored SCAPC 
tradition.   “BEAUTIFULLY MADE” is 
the theme of this year’s retreat led 
by the dynamic, young pastor, Rev. 
Taylor Lewis Guthrie Hartman.
 As always, the retreat will be at the beautiful 
Solomon Center on the Northshore about an hour 
from here. In addition to the workshop with Taylor, 
we will have time for woodland walks, social time, 
the evening campfire and morning yoga. Both 
double and single rooms will be available along 
with three meals for $120 to $150 (plus a day only 
for $60). You can find the registration 
form online starting in November  at 
www.scapc.org/pw-retreat/ 
 Our retreat leader is Rev. 
Taylor Lewis Guthrie Hartman,  
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in 
Statesboro, Georgia, (pictured right) 
who shares her life with her husband 
Blair and their two children, Hank 
and Ruthie, six chickens, and one 
dog plus lots of Leggos (not hers).  
Taylor says she is forever restarting a 
yoga practice. If she wasn’t a pastor, 
she’d want to be a photographer.
 Taylor has served in churches and ministries 
in Louisville, Boston, and Durham, a school in 
Brooklyn, and in her heart-home, Montreat. 
With her master’s from Harvard Divinity School, 
Taylor is currently a doctoral student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary in the program of Creative 
Writing and Public Theology. She loves leading 
retreats and treasures her own friendships with 
women in the church and rejoices that she gets to 

share in time with the good women of St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church! 
 Taylor says she chose this topic because 

she believes deeply that “beauty is 
all around and within which means 
that sometimes it is hard to see, 
especially since it is co-opted by the 
world's toxic ideas of it. God is the 
creator of beauty and celebrates 
beauty, calling us to do the same. 

By attuning our attention to such a profound and 
perennial gift, we can grow in deeper relationship 
with the divine and the divine God created within 
each of us.”
 “We'll explore what beauty is and isn't. We'll 
talk about beauty in the unexpected and how we 
are beloved and beautiful, too. We'll do some 
intentional group work and self-reflection. There 

will be time for prayer, laughter, 
and Scripture study. I like to make 
sure we cover a lot AND keep some 
things untied so participants can 
continue to dwell within the day's 
work and let thoughts/ideas/prayers 
linger,” said Taylor.
 Spend the weekend with 
SCAPC PW exploring the depths 
of our God- given beauty, the ways 
the world turns that on its head, and 
how we can seek beauty in the midst 
of it all. Come and be reminded of 

the first words God spoke about humankind: “and 
it was very good.” May you join us and know this 
much is true and was spoken for you, too.  

4
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A Summary of General Assembly
 What is General Assembly (GA)? GA is the governing body of the Presbyterian 
Church USA which consists of commissioners elected by presbyteries. GA reviews 
the work of synods, resolves controversies in the church, is responsible for matters of 
common concern for the whole church, and serves as a symbol of unity for the church. 

 This past summer, SCAPC's Henrietta Augusta Harris was a Ruling 
Elder Commissioner for the 225th General Assembly which was held 
virtually. Henrietta's last five days  as commissioner were spent at The 
John Calvin Presbyterian Church in Metarie, LA (pictured left). Henrietta 
shares that she learned so much about the Presbyterian Church and is 
so happy to be a part of this denomination - a church that is prayerful, 
courageous, united, serving and alive. Below we share a brief summary 
of some of GA's actions. 

Israel/Palestine
Issued a resolution that declares that PC(USA) “recognizes that the laws, policies, and practices of the 
government of Israel regarding the Palestinian people fulfill the international legal definition of apartheid.”

Fossil fuel
The assembly indentified fossil fuel companies not doing enough to address global warming.

Immigration
By a vote of 340-25, approved the church to declare itself a “Sanctuary and Accompaniment Church.” 
The assembly’s Immigration Committee says the decision sends a message that the church is committed 
to working for justice in U.S. immigration policy.

Gun violence
Approved a motion that the church renew its commitment to end gun violence by developing a 10-year 
campaign, the Decade to End Gun Violence (2022 – 2032). 

Ukraine
Voted 374-1 to approve a commissioners’ resolution condemning the Russian military invasion of Ukraine 
and crimes against humanity, and calling for a cease-fire and the immediate resumption of internationally 
mediated negotiations.

Race and gender justice
Approved “A Resolution Addressing the Lack of Installed Pastoral Leadership in People of Color 
Congregations” and “On Offering an Apology to African Americans for the Sin of Slavery and Its Legacy.”



 Our congregation was fortunate to host 
a screening of At the River: Struggle and Grace in 
the Segregated South, a new documentary film 
by Carolyn Crowder, a retired psychologist and 
award-winning author who specialized in parent 
education. A group of more than fifty people from 
five different churches in New Orleans gathered 
in Frampton Fellowship Hall after the Saints game 
on Sunday, September 18th, to view and discuss 
the film with Carolyn. Her co-producer and 
cameraman/editor, Rod Murphy Jr., and his wife 
Gina, were also in attendance. 
The film encourages the viewer 
to reflect on  the question: 
“When did you realize that what 
you were being taught about 
race as a white Southerner was 
wrong?”
 
 Carolyn has traveled 
throughout the Southeast, 
interviewing over sixty white 
Presbyterian ministers, now 
in their eighties and nineties, 
about their experiences 
of standing up to the racist attitudes of their 
congregations and communities during the Civil 
Rights Era. She wanted to hear their stories and to 
understand why they did what they did, despite 
facing frequent threats and possible physical harm 
from the KKK, as well as certain loss of their jobs in 
the church. Several ministers subsequently left the 
profession.
 
 Their courage and fortitude are stunning 
as they spoke out and took action in those hard 
times, despite strong community pressure to do 
otherwise. All the men were just beginning their 
professional lives as ministers and many of them 
were raising young children. For most, the events 

they recall in the film took place during their 
first call as ministers in the Presbyterian Church. 
Carolyn said that one of the things that amazed 
her was the immediacy of each minister’s decision 
to assert what they felt was right in those racist 
times. They took minutes, not days, to step forward 
and say their truth in the face of the suffering and 
inequalities around them.
 
 Now, when many churches are reevaluating 
their own roles during the Civil Rights era, this 

film is timely encouragement 
for self-reflection and action. 
It gives a glimpse into the lives 
of a number of white Southern 
minsters who were unafraid 
to speak out for racial justice.  
Many told of having to stand up 
to their Sessions who were in 
favor of barring the Sanctuary 
doors against any black people 
entering worship. In the midst 
of such a sad chapter of history, 
this film preserves the memory 
of the acts of truth, justice and 

peace that these ministers performed. Many of 
their stories are told for the first time in this film. 
These men are modest and unpretentious about 
their contentious stands in fearful times, which 
makes the telling of their stories all that more 
powerful.
 
 Dr. John Kuykendall, former president of 
Davidson College -- and one of Chris Currie’s, our 
senior pastor, college professors, states in the film 
that our faith would be dishonored if we do not 
speak the truth and, in turn, have the truth spoken 
to us.  In the discussion that followed the viewing of 
the film, the emphasis by many of the interviewees 
on truth telling was frequently noted.  
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Miriam Hollar 

At The RIVER 

Carolyn Crowder, Director



  An important part of the film is the music. 
Most of the tunes throughout the film are 
recognizable as they were familiar, traditional 
hymns from Scottish, Welsh, and English traditions, 
dating from the 1600s through the 1800s. Several 
scenes in the film show some of the ministers singing 
beloved melodies while Carolyn accompanies 
them on the piano. According to Carolyn, the 
music was carefully selected to underscore the 
message of the various scenes. She wanted the 
music to be an important element of the film and 
not background filler. It was difficult not to join in 
the singing at times. In the Presbyterian tradition, 
the music moves us to a greater understanding 
of the overall message of the film: love and truth 
telling.
  Having the opportunity to host this event 
was a powerful way to learn of our history as 
southern Presbyterians. The film allowed us to hear 
some of the leaders of our denomination speak 

truth in the face of enormous life shattering events. 
It should give us all pause to reflect on what is truth 
and what we do with it.

 The film screening was held in conjunction 
with our Selley Series speaking this year with a focus 
on theological education and racial justice. If you’d 
like more information about faith and justice, check 
out our website www.scapc.org/justice where you 
can find suggestions on books, movies, podcasts 
and articles to continue your own education of 
racial justice, links to our community ministry 
partners and the actions they are taking, as well 
as the audio recording and transcript of Rev. Dr. 
Thomas W. Currie’s September 18th special class, 
“Theological Education During Racial Crisis.”

 Our next special educational series will be 

A Memoir of Struggle & Grace

the Lupberger Lecture Series held on Sunday 
November 13th. We 
welcome Amy Plantiga 
Pauw, Professor of Doctri-
nal Theology at Louisville 
Presbyterian Theologi-
cal Seminary who will be 
speaking on "Church in 
Ordinary Time: A Wisdom 
Ecclesiology." You can find 
more information on the 
event, including Amy's bio and the event schedule, 
on our website www.scapc.org/lecture/  
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SCAPC College Ministry Partner
 SCAPC has for decades made it a point to receive our local university students 
with warmth and hospitality. We are proud to share that we have recently expanded 
this mission through a partnership with NOLA Wesley. 
 Though officially a Methodist ministry, NOLA Wesley operates as a branch 
of UKirk, a professional collegiate ministry empowerment organization of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). Supported by the Presbytery of South Louisiana and 

other affirming and thoughtful worshipping communities in our 
city, NOLA Wesley provides a “safe space” for college students to grow in their faith, 
as well as to make connections in an inclusive and justice-minded social setting. They 
draw mostly from local Tulane and Loyola students, as their headquarters are in 
the heart of the student activities on Broadway Street. Much of their programming 
operates out of the Labyrinth Café (a donation space café and a 1001 New 
Worshipping Community of the PCUSA), and includes Sunday night dinners, cross-
stitching groups, Bible studies, and service projects in conjunction with Dillard 

University. Zoë Garry, an ordained minister in the PCUSA and alumni of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
is the campus minister and director of this ministry.
 Rather than competing with the abundance of ministries serving students on Tulane and Loyola’s 
grounds, SCAPC quickly recognized a shared mission with Zoë and NOLA Wesley, specifically in their 
mutual desire to provide young people an open, non-judgmental table to build relationships and to 
encourage local students to use their gifts to transform our local community for the better. It was the 
shared emphasis on inclusivity and justice, as well as on the importance of the Word of God critically 
wrestled with, that united our two bodies.
 To date, NOLA Wesley enriches SCAPC’s goals and community in many ways. The ministry 
encourages its students to worship with us on Sundays and take an active role in our service days and Young 
Adult and Family programs. Zoë provides a warm and nurturing environment and spiritual counseling 
for our own SCAPC students who have stayed local upon graduating high school. And, our partnership 
now grants us the ability to unite our SCAPC university students, those in town and those afar, with 
NOLA Wesley members through joint fellowship opportunities, the most immediate of which will be the 
Montreat College Conference that we are are jointly attending in January. As part of our relationship with 
NOLA Wesley, we, in turn, encourage our own 
community of believers to be active in the faithful 
work being done at the Labyrinth and offer 
financial and material resources, when possible, 
to support the various endeavors NOLA Wesley 
undertakes. We are grateful for this blossoming 
relationship and hope our partnership will not 
only provide needed support to an established, 
Reformed neighborhood ministry, but also equip 
our congregation with richer friendships and faith 
spaces for our talented and compassionate young 
people.

Chris Hazlaris
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Join us in welcoming Young Adult Volunteers Khyah Van Es and Lena Kennedy who will be coordinating 
our RHINO ministry this year! They will also be helping us host youth groups from around the country 
this summer as part of our Camp RHINO program. Their “office hours” at SCAPC are Monday, Tuesday, 
and Friday mornings, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., when they are not out in the community helping us Rebuild Hope in 
New Orleans! 

Khyah Van Es (They/She) is so excited to work with RHINO for their first 
YAV year! Khyah is also volunteering with Program of Hope, Jefferson 
Food Bank, and LOUD Nola. Alongside being a YAV, Khyah is a thespian, 
artist, poet, musician, and human rights activist. Khyah was born and raised 
in Wichita, Kansas where they immersed themselves in theater, music, 
and various performing arts communities. Khyah is working towards their 
vocation of becoming a social scientist; they hope to utilize the humanities 
to inspire people to work towards unity and social justice.

Lena Kennedy is from First Presbyterian Church in Findlay, Ohio. She attended 
Eastern Michigan University and studied Nonprofit Administration and Religious 
Studies before leaving school for health reasons. Lena served her first Young 
Adult Volunteer year in New Orleans last year and is excited to be back for 
another year. She is serving with Midcity Ministries, an after-school tutoring 
program and bible class; RHINO; Grace and Greens at Okra Abbey; and sorting 
donations at the Berean Community Center. Lena loves walking on the bayou, 
wandering through the Sculpture Garden in City Park, and spending time with 
her housemates and host family.

Khyah and Lena recently led a RHINO work day for our SCAPC Day of Service on October 1st in 
partnership with Louisiana Just Recovery Network. Along with other SCAPC volunteers, they stained 
cabinets, washed the exterior of the house, and painted the front railing for a house that sustained 
damages from huricane Ida (pictured below). 

YAV RHINO Partnership
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SCAPC’s Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (RHINO) has provided an affordable, meaningful, and 
coordinated vehicle for friends all over the world to help rebuild New Orleans and restore hope 
throughout our community. RHINO is now partnering with Louisiana Just Recovery Network (LJRN) to 
continue the work of supporting communities of southern Louisiana as they repair, recover, and thrive 
from climate disaster and environmental injustice.

Who is Louisiana Just Recovery Network?
LJRN is a network of organizations that respond to disaster through an environmental justice lens. LJRN 
believes that all communities have the right to return, recover, and thrive. The network shares a uniting 
long-term vision of climate and environmental justice that prioritizes just and equitable investments in 
economic diversification and just transition, renewable energy, critical infrastructure, waste reduction and 
communities of care. This vision supports safe, well-paying jobs, reduction of post-disaster waste, resilient 
and fortified construction, and ultimately strengthens community and economic resilience on the front 
lines of climate disaster and environmental injustice.

What is LJRN’s approach to service and mutual aid?
LJRN sees mutual aid, service, mission work, volunteerism, sharing and giving as ALL essential to recovery 
and to building long term communities of care. They have worked with over 700 individuals since 
September 2021.  LJRN volunteers are not only supporting homeowners as they rebuild after storms but 
are also joining a network of individuals, grassroots community groups, faith-based groups, and non-profit 
organizations who believe in the right to recover from climate disaster and repair from environmental 
injustice. 

RHINO support to LJRN has already helped provide warehouse space to store supplies, rebuilding roofs, 
providing tiles, trim, and doors as well as provide volunteer support through Camp RHINO volunteers. 
We are thankful for our partnership with LJRN and excited for the opportunity to work together as we 
love and support communities. 

RHINO Partnership with
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BIRTHSBIRTHS
Lachlan Louise Wilson, September 27, 2022

daughter of Hannah & Andrew Wilson
grandaughter of Linda & Peter Wilson
great-grandchildren of Betty Wilson Jeffrey

DEATHSDEATHS
John Geiser III

 July 7, 2022

Jennie Duval Steele
 September  19, 2022

BAPTISMSBAPTISMS
Mary Rogers Wilson, September 18, 2022

daughter of Rosalind & Peter Wilson, Jr.
grandaughter of Linda & Peter Wilson
great-grandchildren of Betty Wilson Jeffrey

MILESTONES Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

as of October 3, 2022

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Carol Anderson
Helen Barnett
Ben Cooper
Karon Cooper
Margaret Cross
Sean Dimond
Charles DuVernay
Savannah Fraser
Helen Graves
Thompson Graves
TJ Jensen
Lorrie Powel
Dan Summitt
Marie Summitt
Michael Thompson 
Pam Thompson

Louisiana Just Recovery Network
Pictured to the left are Camp 
Rhino volunteers as they worked 
last summer with Louisiana Just 
Recovery Netowrk at Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church to insulate, 
drywall, and paint the church. 
LJRN believes that restoring 
churches in the wake of a 
disaster is of equal importance 
to restoring homes.  Preserving 
and celebrating community 
spaces and burial grounds are 
also key components of the 
fight for residents, the direct 
descendants of enslaved 
people, to be seen and 
understood as people and 
communities tied to the land. 
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Rooted   Standing Strong   Flourishing into the future!

“They are like trees planted by streams of water” - Psalm 1:3
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Make your pledge online at www.scapc.org/pledge


