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Correction: In our "Choir Favorites" article, Martha Beveridge referenced 
the song "Let this Mind Be in You" - by Lee Hoiby, not Frank Ferko. 
We apologize for the error.
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I am delighted to begin ministry with you at SCAPC, and along with my family, 
to become a part of this caring and vibrant community. One of the hardest 
parts of the life of faith (in my own life) is the listlessness and waywardness that 
comes when not tethered to the shared sorrows, joys, worship, and mission of a Christian community. So much 
of scripture and so much of life, is about learning who we are through the life together we share, in Jesus Christ 
and in the community called his body. None of us are self-made Christians, but in the words of sociologist Robert 
Wuthnow, ‘we discover our identity in relation to some community.’ Sometimes it is the community we are carried 
into as infants and claimed with the promise of baptism, sometimes it is the community that carried us later in 
life in our own dark nights of soul and journeys to the far country, sometimes it is the community we found aft er 
some theological recalibration, sometimes it is the community that inspired us by its mission and outreach, and 
sometimes it is the community that reoriented us when we thought we had it all. Now that the hurricane has past 
and our family’s time of nomadic transition is over, I am glad to be tethered to this community of faith and we look 
forward to fi nding our place alongside you. 

By way of introduction, I was ordained to ministry in 2004 aft er graduating from Princeton Th eological Seminary. 
My fi rst pastorate was in eastern North Carolina in the town of Calypso (pop. 538) at Calypso Presbyterian Church. 
It was a wonderful community that understood its Presbyterian identity and mission in that community and beyond. 
Stephanie and I were married while I was in seminary and she worked as a speech-language pathologist primarily 
in the local schools while we were in Calypso. All three of our children were born and baptized into the church 
through that community of faith. 

One thing you need to know about me is how important I believe the role theology and theological inquiry plays 
in shaping our faith, our lives, and how we use our time and resources. While continuing to trust my calling as 
a pastor, I had the opportunity to embark on postgraduate studies at the University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to pursue a Ph.D. in Th eology. So in August of 2010, we packed up our 4 year old, 2 year old, and infant, 
and we landed in Edinburgh where we lived for three years. While we were there, our kids got to begin their 
primary education in Scott ish schools with children from around the world, Stephanie was able to practice speech 
therapy through the UK Allied Health Professions and sing in the choir at Greyfriars Kirk (her picture is in the 
church museum), and I was able to work full time on Ph.D. studies and part-time as a Church of Scotland (PCUSA 
sister church) chaplain at Edinburgh prison. And we got to know and explore all there is to see and do in that 
country. It was a fun time and a lot of that had to do with fi nding our identity and belonging in a church community 
far from home.

In the summer of 2013, with studies winding down and dissertation nearly complete, we sought to return to full 
time ministry. Aft er entering the discernment process again, I was called as pastor/head of staff  at First Presbyterian 
Church in Shreveport. Again, we found a special church community where we belonged, a community that was 
doing important work in the larger community, a community where I could use my gift s for ministry, a community 
where our family could fl ourish, and a community, not unlike this one, which valued vital worship, outreach beyond 
our walls, and love and care for each other and our neighbors. 

And as you know, in the spring of this year, we sensed that this community embodied those important qualities 
and off ered opportunities and challenges to us that we believed we were called and to which we were called to 
respond. And no hurricane can shake us off  that course. We are glad to be here, grateful to begin this work, and to 
see what God is going to do with us as a church as we walk into the future together.  Gratefully yours, Chris
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Ida Updates

SCAPC Members Nicholas White and Chuck Mutz breakout the chainsaws to help 
remove trees downed in the storm. 

Volunteers help tarp a roof a  er the storm.

Hurricane Ida barreled through 
the city leaving a mess of downed 
trees, powerlines, debris, and 
damage in its wake. While the 
storm has put obstacles before 
us, our church members have 
stepped up and joined together 
on the journey forward.

RHINO volunteers have been hard at work helping church members 
and their families in the aft ermath of the storm. RHINO relief 
eff orts will be continuing in various ways to meet the needs of our 
communities as time progresses. RHINO has also begun to collect 
items that will be assembled into clean up buckets. Please check the 
Quatrefoil or website for the specifi cs on the most up to date needs 

as well as where in the 
church you can drop 
them off . To get the 
most up to date 
information about 
our ongoing relief 
eff orts including 
how to donate or 
volunteer, check out 
our website at :
www.scapc.org/relief
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VBS was a Success! 
Catherine Karas  

Th is was my family’s fi rst experience with the SCAPC 
Vacation Bible School, but it will certainly be a 
fi xture of our summers for years to come.  My twins 
participated as campers, and I helped facilitate the 
Bible Stories center for the week.  Before it was 
even over, I was making sure the church knew we all 
planned to be back in our same roles next summer!  

We were so excited that the church planned to forge 
ahead with VBS this summer knowing that they would 
have to make some pivots due to covid.  It was the fi rst 
year my boys would be old enough to participate, 

and I desperately wanted them to experience VBS in their home church.  Michele, Katie, and the entire 
staff  went above and beyond to make sure that it was both safe and fun for all involved.  I could never 
express the gratitude us SCAPC parents feel for their eff orts! Wearing masks, staying in small groups,  
and traveling to diff erent classrooms did not take away from the joy or the fellowship that makes VBS so 
special. 

One of the most special parts of the week for me was helping to 
lead Bible Stories.  An incredible group of youth (pictured to the 
right) spent the week on our team performing short plays for the 
students that told a new Bible story each day.  Th e campers were 
enthralled watching the “big kids” perform for them, and they even 
had the chance to perform one of the plays themselves which they 
loved.  My boys have been reciting the stories and reminding each 
other of the lessons for the past few months.  Th e messages really 
sunk in, because VBS made the bible accessible and engaging for 
our youngest members.  

Class aft er class, I would see the children of the church walk in, and I would remember when they were 
born, their baptisms, and a myriad of memories I had shared with them as a part of their church family.  

And, I found myself as a parent and a member of our church, so 
grateful for the amazing community we have been blessed with at 
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian. I am truly thankful my children are 
growing up in a church family that pours so much into them and 
makes it so fun while doing it! 

We would love to have your family participate and join us next 
summer! Th ree out of three Karases agree- It’s a wonderful week 
for all involved!
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Youth 
Th is summer, eleven of SCAPC's high school youth along with four 
adult chaperones att ended a week-long trip to Montreat Conference 
Center. Nestled in the mountains of Western North Carolina, Montreat 
is a private, non-profi t conference center with roots in the PC(USA). For 
over 100 years, it has been a place set apart for those who journey there 
seeking a closer relationship with their Creator. 

Th roughout the week, the youth not only got the opportunity to rejoice 
in playful moments together, but also grew in intimacy and depth. Th ey 
learned about the Gospel in a safe space from incredible speakers, 

interacted with other faithful high schoolers from across the country, shared their own spiritual journeys and 
struggles among our church family in our back home group, and so much more. 

Our youth got the opportunity to white water raft , hike, partake in a service project for a nearby Asheville 
orphanage, do an Escape Room together, and sing and worship God in a socially distanced auditorium with over 
two thousand others. Th e message that ruled the week was that Christ's Love is one of connection, even if our 
individual journeys towards truth and unity sometimes involve struggle and temporary, healthy disconnection. 
Praise be to God!

I had a WONDERFUL week at Montreat. I don't know if it was spending time with the kids, the activities 
we played, the white water trip, or that we all just enjoyed one another's company without the hassle or 
distraction of a cell phone. I had a few folks already ask me to participate in next year's Montreat retreat, 
and I said: Yes!
 -Chuck Mutz, chaperone 

Montreat, to me, is a chance to connect with those around 
me and with God. I find it's so easy to phone it in, especially 
when life is busy, and when distractions can pop out of my 
pocket at any second. Montreat strips away that perpetual 
feeling of being "on-call," which means it's easier to be 
present in the moment, and more energy can be devoted to 
relationships both mortal and Divine. It's a place that fills 
people who visit with God's love, and makes them more open 
to each other and to God's word. 
 -Aiden Morriss

I personally found that my favorite part of Montreat was its environment. 
Everyone there is very nice and the activities and discussions that we 
have in our small groups made it easy to meet new friends. I also enjoyed 
our separate SCAPC Youth activities as well such as hiking and rafting. 
Even if I didn’t feel up to hiking or rafting at first I always enjoyed myself 
in the end knowing that I was making fun memories with my friends!
 -Madeline Weiser 
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This was my first Montreat experience and it was 
amazing! I loved having the opportunity to go as a leader. 
This trip really showed me how special the SCAPC group 
and Montreat is! I loved seeing how our group was so 
inclusive and went out of their way to make people from 
different groups feel comfortable at Montreat. I also 
really enjoyed going on daily walks in the Montreat area 
with the youth. It is truly a special place and special 
group.
 -Hannah Perkins, chaperone

The theme of the conference this year at Montreat was 
“Called to Connect.” I felt connected with God when I 
was out in nature. Everything was peaceful and beautiful 
and it was the perfect space to reflect. I also felt 
connected by meeting new people from other churches 
and making new friends. I can’t wait to go again next 
year.
 -Kate Knight 

Called to Connect

SCAPC 
YOUTH

ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

I thought that Montreat was wonderful. I had a great time and made lifelong friendships. I loved spending 
time with people from our group and people that were not from our group. There was always something to 
do outdoors and indoors. We got to go white water rafting and rock hopping. I really enjoyed talking to kids 
from all around the country and of all ages. I will definitely be coming back in years to come. 
 -Sophia DeFraties 

For me as a leader, the most beautiful piece of Montreat is seeing our young men and women of God get 
deep and real with one another in our “back home time” at the end of each day. In this time, just the SCAPC 
Youth and their chaperones would reunite from our daily activities and as a family take turns mentioning 
where we all saw the divine moving throughout that day. We would also discuss how the theme of the day 
(whether it be forgiveness, friendship, disconnection, etc.) has played out in our lives. To see so many of 
our high schoolers –from rising freshman to graduating seniors—share, and do so with so much emotion, 
authenticity, and vulnerability, was a testament to beautiful intimacy and trust this conference can create 
amongst church groups. -Chris Hazlaris, Youth Director



Andie Stagg - Ministry Expeditors 

Th e street scenes of Old Havana are not unlike those of New 
Orleans. People are buzzing about, and music is ever-present. Th e 
architecture is playful with bright colors and similarly distressed 
facades.  However, there are major diff erences that loom over the 
nation of Cuba that we in the United States never have to imagine. 
Th e good people of Cuba are faced with food shortages, limited 
access to medical supplies, and lack of clean water.  Th e pleas 
from the people of Cuba, and many other developing nations, 
ring in the ears of those I’ve been blessed to call my colleagues at 
Missionary Expediters.  

Missionary Expediters (MX), located just a few blocks towards the 
river from SCAPC on Tchoupitoulas St., is a freight forwarding 
company dedicated to shipping donated relief and humanitarian aid. Th e company’s mission 
statement is, “Serving those who Serve Him”, and clients range from USAID and large NGO’s 
like Samaritan’s Purse, to a church in Kansas that wants to ship 3 boxes of supplies overseas. 
Helping inexperienced shippers navigate the world of international freight is our specialty 
and privilege. 

I started working at MX in 2007 and in 2013 I joined SCAPC. It was in the receiving line at the 
front of church aft er service, where all new members got to shake hands with congregants, that 
I met Laura St. Clair. She saw my place of employment and said we should talk more about 
Cuba.  Her heart for the Cuban people has led us to where we are now. 

My husband and former SCAPC 
Global Missions Chair, David Stagg, 
and I joined Laura on a trip to Cuba 
in 2018. We got to meet the amazing 
folks of El Fuerte church in Cardenas, 
Cuba that SCAPC supports. We toured 
their church, learned about the water 
purifi cation system in place, att ended 
prayer meetings and home visits, and 
broke bread with them. Th e joy in their 
hearts is palpable and their gratefulness 
for the support SCAPC gives them is 
quite touching.

CONTAINER TO CUBA
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For many years, the supplies donated for Cuba were 
hand-carried in suitcases. Each person that fl ew to 
Cuba with SCAPC as part of Living Waters mission 
trip – was allowed to bring 100 lbs worth of supplies. 
So if 6 people go on the trip – you could have 600 
lbs. of supplies about twice a year. Th is system works 
quite well, however Laura knew that shipping via 
international ocean freight was going to be the goal. 
For many years she has remained vigilant in fi nding 
the right way to get a shipping container into Cuba. 
Scaling up the program to a shipping container means 
going from 600 lbs of cargo to 38,000 lbs of cargo!!  

It took countless meetings and consultations with Cuba Partners Network, but a budget was 
fi nally in place for shipping and procuring the cargo, and an importer in Cuba was appointed. 
Th ere are many intricacies in shipping to Cuba – but thankfully through  the dedication of 
many – all have been handled and the cargo loaded out from New Orleans, LA on August 
25th for arrival at the port of El Mariel, Cuba on approximately September 18th.  Th e 40’ 

container was loaded with rice, beans, coff ee, 
dried milk, hand soap, laundry detergent, 
and syringes for vaccination eff orts. SCAPC’s 
partner church, El Fuerte, will receive a portion 
of this very important cargo.

We hope to continue this model of shipping 
and keep serving those in Cuba by providing 
access to food and supplies they otherwise 
cannot receive. 

For more information about El Fuerte, our 
partner church in Cuba, please contact Beth 
Wren, Global Ministry Chair or Laura St. Clair.

Pictured to the left  is Andie Stagg and Laura 
St. Clair holding the Cuban fl ag in front of the 
shipping container loaded with supplies that 
will go to Cuba.

Shipping 38,000 lbs of relief cargo
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Bourbon Blueberry Buck
Ingredients
• Muddled blueberry & sugar
• 1.5 oz. Bourbon
• 1 slice lemon
• Ginger beer

Instructions
Mix ingredients together
Garnish with mint or lemon balm

YOUNG ADULTS AND FAMILY 
Th e Young Adult & Families cocktail competition was a great success! All participants brought 
their own specialty craft ed cocktails to compete for bragging rights as the best beverage for 
2021. Th ere were a total of 8 drinks in the running, from a classic daiquiri to a quirky strawberry 
switchel. Th e Bourbon Blueberry Buck took home the grand prize of best overall cocktail of the 
evening, dominating in each category of taste, presentation, and creativity. It was a fun evening 
to catch up with friends, new and old, aft er a long summer. 

It’s my hope for the YAF group to continue 
meeting in the fall as much as we are able to safely 
do so. PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary 
Th eological Study) will be resuming weekly 
starting Wednesday, September 22nd from 6:30-8 
pm at the Land Building. Starting this fall, you are 
welcome to join us on the Land Building Porch for 
dinner from 6:30-7pm. Drinks will be provided, 
but please bring your own meal. If you’d rather 
opt out of dining together, our PINTS discussion 
will promptly start at 7pm. Childcare will be 
provided from 6:30-8pm. (All food and drink will 
be served outside as part of our COVID precautions.)  In addition to PINTS , we also plan to 
have weekend events once per month consisting of our usual fall festivities. Keep a lookout in 
your mailbox for our fall calendar soon!

Bria Rault - Young Adults Coordinator 
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BIRTHSBIRTHS
William Michael Mann III, June 24, 2021

son of Lawton & Mike Mann
grandson of Lyn & Bob Fabacher

Joseph Ott o Porter, August 5, 2021
son of Katie & Alex Porter
grandson of Jennifer & John Steck

Henry Monroe Landis, August 21, 2021
son of Ella & Charles Landis
grandson of Ruth & John Landis

DEATHDEATH
Dan K. Winstead

August 10, 2021
Marie Louise Buffi  ngton

September 11, 2021

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Andrew Abrams 

BAPTISMSBAPTISMS
John Williams Rees, May 16, 2021

son of Avery & John Austin Rees
grandson of Debbie & Rick Rees

Martin Gerard Collura, May 30, 2021
son of Anne Marie & Stephen Collura

Willard Anson Moore IV,  June 20, 2021
son of  Jeane-Anne & Willard Anson Moore III

Beau Waller Moore,  June 20, 2021
son of  Jeane-Anne & Willard Anson Moore III

Marion McDonald Steen, June 20, 2021
daughter of Kristin & John Steen
granddaughter of Margo & Esmond Phelps II

MARRIAGEMARRIAGE
John Alexander Dunlap to Jessica Bolen, 

May 15, 2021

MILESTONES Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

as of September 15, 2021

Young Adult and Families at the Cocktail Compe   on
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