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1,000,000 Gallons Later
The Living Waters for the World filtration system
pumped its 1 millionth gallon of water in Cuba.

INSIDE:

Hope after the Hurricane

Destination Puerto Rico: Join the Rebuilding Hope Mission Trip this fall

The Mountain for Youth

Summer trips strengthen the bond between members of our youth group

Non-fiction book reviews

VIEW
3

THE PASTOR'S DESK

4

NEWS IN BRIEF

Editor:
Kim Thompson Bauer

MONET & ARCHITECTURE

6

BOOK REVIEWS

ge
pa

You shop, Amazon Gives! Plus fall programming resumes,
and Okra Abbey welcomes a new leader.

5

Senior Pastor Don Frampton encourages us to respond in
love in today's political climate.
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Artist and writer Saskia Ozols Eubanks reflects on this exhibit at
the National Gallery of London.

Non-fiction book reviews from church members and staff
include Everybody, Always; Red Notice; and more great picks!
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Our 2018 high school graduates are off to college! We send them
off with encouragement and prayer.
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Baptisms, births, new members, deaths, and and staff changes
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Steven Blackmon
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The water purification system was installed in Cuba in 2012 and
has vastly exceeded its life expectancy.

Seminary Intern Josh Smith reflects on the importance of Lookout Mountain at Montreat and of similar youth trips.
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Dear friends,
While visiting in the home of one of our church members
recently, I noticed a copy of Jon Meacham’s new book, The Soul
of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels. “You should read
this,” he said. Aware that it was about what’s going on in our
country, my first impulse was, “no I shouldn’t!” I see enough
of this each day and am so dismayed and disgusted by fierce
political partisanship that I’d rather not read anything more
about it. Out of respect for this person, however, I bought a
copy. I’m glad I did.
Meacham indeed takes a look at the present partisan
fury, but then couches it in a survey of other moments in
our nation’s history equally tenuous when, as he puts it, our
“better angels” prevailed. In other words, he puts our present
into helpful, hopeful historical perspective. As much as the
network “personalities” want us rashly to take sides and dig
in, Meacham, first-rate presidential scholar that he is, makes a
compelling argument for a calmer, more rational approach.
Still, with respect to our current lack of civility, kindness,
and compassion, especially as modeled by our national
leadership, some days feel like the worst of times. Whether you
are Republican, Democratic, or Independent, it is hard for any
of us to countenance rhetoric that is ugly and disrespectful.
Franciscan Catholic Richard Rohr, whom many of us read,
says that these times are “perilous and polarizing…with a
dangerous crisis of moral and political leadership at the highest
levels of our government and in our churches.” The “soul of the
nation and the integrity of faith,” he writes, “is at stake.”
If this be at all true, it seems that instead of pointing fingers
it is far better for us do some soul-searching, to take a look at
ourselves, particularly ourselves as Christians. What does it
mean to have faith in Christ? What does it mean that we call
ourselves by his name? Simply put, it means that we follow
him in obedience.
How? In the first place, by heeding what our Lord called
“the greatest commandment.”
A lawyer asked, “Teacher, which commandment is the greatest?”
Jesus said to him,“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. And a second
is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew
22:34-40)
There it is: as Christians, as brothers and sisters of Jesus
Christ, we are commanded to love. We have no choice in the
matter, even if neighbor is alien or enemy. Love for us is not an
option.

Then, there are the Beatitudes
from Jesus “Sermon on the Mount.” It is no accident that we
chose to preach on them this summer. Many of you have been
asking, what is the Christian response to today’s world? What
should we say? What should we do?
Questions like these suggest that we have lost our spiritual
way. If so, the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), and the entire
Sermon on the Mount, for that matter (Matthew 5:13 – 7:29),
are a wonderful “primer” toward getting us back on track. It is
hard to come up with anything more timely and relevant than
these words of Christ:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those how hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven.
If nothing else, the Beatitudes remind us that we’re not like
everyone else. We’re not supposed to be. We do not belong to
ourselves, but to God. Our primary allegiance is not to party
or ideology, but to the Lord God Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and Earth, who through Jesus Christ bought us with a price (1
Corinthians 6:20). As God’s own, we are called to follow Christ
by reflecting his love and justice.
What can we do about what the present? Certainly, as
citizens, we can get off the sidelines and participate more fully
in our democracy. At the least, we can vote. But even more
important, as Christians we can heed the call of Christ to put
into daily practice his radical grace and truth.
Love God, love neighbor. This is our calling; this is our
commandment. This will be witness enough, as we hope and
pray for our nation.
Faithfully,

Don Frampton
Senior Pastor
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News IN BRIEF
You shop, Amazon gives to SCAPC!
The Amazon Smile program donates
.5% of eligible purchases to the nonprofit of your choice! To choose St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church,
go to: smile.amazon.com and find and
select St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church. Only purchases
made via smile.
amazon.com are
eligible, so please
bookmark the site!

Welcome to
Hannah Quick, new
leader at Okra Abbey

The Okra Abbey, a worshipping
community located in Pigeon Town,
will have a transition of leadership in
September. Revs Layne and Crawford
Brubaker will be following a call to
Tacoma, Washington, and gardener
Vincent Grossi will be attending Warren
Wilson College this fall. But God has
sent an equipped and faithful leader!
Rev. Hannah Quick will be taking
the lead of Okra Abbey as the new
organizing pastor. Hannah
was born and raised in
Northern California,
but she comes to
New Orleans from
Philadelphia where
she served as a
Pastoral Associate at
Beacon Church, a neighborfocused new worshipping community.
As an admirer of the arts, she loves
exploring the uses of art in worship and
as a vehicle for community building.
Hannah loves being a neighborhood
pastor and enjoys the opportunity to
extend the reach of a worshipping
community through the simple act of
being neighborly. Hannah is a graduate
of Princeton Theological Seminary;
while at Princeton she married her
husband, Daniel Quick. Daniel is a
freelance computer programmer. The
Okra Abbey is blessed to have a person
with Hannah’s experience in church
planting. Grace and Peas!
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Stewardship brochures and
calendars coming soon

Here we are in the doldrums of
summer, but there is some great news
to get you through these long, hot
days: your stewardship committee is
hard at work and so looking forward to
stewardship kick-off on September 24.  
Our theme this year, “Good and Faithful
Servants,” is inspired by Matthew
25:23. Give it a read.
Spoiler alert: you do not want to
be servant #3 in the this parable.
Seriously, SCAPC is such a giving
church in so many ways, making the
job so much easier on the Stewardship
Committee. As we recognize this
truism, we would not be doing our jobs
if we didn’t ask you to begin prayerfully
considering your pledge
for 2018-19.  
Soon you
will receive the
Stewardship
brochure and 201819 SCAPC calendar.
It will lay out a lot of
numbers that speak to the
levels of giving and the many ways
in which our pledge dollars are put
to great use both inside and outside
of SCAPC. Please review it as part of
your preparation in considering your
pledge.  
We look forward to a great
Stewardship campaign. Enjoy the
rest of your summer, secure in the
knowledge that you will be hearing from
us soon. - Parke Ellis, Chair

Sign up for Supper Clubs

Looking for a way to meet
new people in the church, enjoy a
delicious meal, and have stimulating
conversations? SCAPC Supper Clubs
are for you. Back by popular demand,
registration is open to join a group
of 8 to 10 members. You will be
assigned a group with a lead family
who will then schedule a meal once
a month. Dinner at a home, brunch
after church, Wednesday Night Out

in the fellowship hall. Each group will
make their own dates and location.
Can’t accommodate that number
in your home? No problem; co-host
with another member. Great for new
members and long-established church
families. Register online at www.scapc.
org/supperclubs.

The Search for a Director of Youth
and Young Adults

The search committee for a new
Director of Youth and Young Adults has
been hard at work since the spring to
find qualified candidates who will lead
our youth and young adult ministry into
a successful future. The committee
has met over the course of several
evenings, reviewing resumes and
conducting phone interviews. Please
be in prayer for the members of the
search committee as they continue
deliberations and for discernment for
the direction in which God is leading.
If you know of a potential candidate,
please inform committee chair Dawn
Talbot at dawn.ostrom@gmail.com.

Fall Day of Service

September 15 will be the date of
our annual day of service. Last year
over 50 folks participated in various
community services projects both
here on the church grounds and out
in the city. Please save the date and
join us this year as we continue to
build relationships with our numerous
Community Ministry partners. We
will meet at the church at 8 a.m. for
breakfast and a short prayer service,
after which we will break off into our
work groups, ending our work around
noon that day. We will have projects
available for all ages and abilities, so
bring the whole family!

Fall PINTS for Young Adults &
Families (YAF ministry)

PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in
Necessary Theological Study) is the
weekly YAF gathering where we deepen
our faith through religious discussion

as we partake in our favorite local
beers.
This fall for PINTS,
we will continue
reading through
the book What is
the Bible? by Rob
Bell. We typically
read a chapter
or two and discuss
Bell’s teaching. Taking
the time to reflect on what we felt was
important in that chapter helps to
discern how this new information can
deepen our understanding of what
God is teaching us through the Bible.
Bell jumps around to chapters that are
commonly misinterpreted and difficult
to understand. His historical context
and knowledge of the Hebrew culture
helps to fully uncover what the biblical
writers are trying to tell the readers
through their stories. PINTS is an
opportunity for all young adults, those
single and those with growing families,
to devote an hour a week to our faith
development, fellowship, and focus our
attention to those issues in life that
matter the most.
Please join us September 12 for
our fall kick-off event for PINTS! We
will meet every Wednesday evening
after Wednesday Night Out at the Land
Building.

Wednesday Night Out kick-off

Wednesday Night Out programming
kicks off on Sept. 12! Join in fellowship
for dinner, followed by a program
that is sure to be fun, intriguiging or
educational!
Please register for dinner online
at www.scapc.org/wno. Cost is $8/
adult, $5/child or $25 for families
with children under the age of 18.

Columbarium Single and
Double Niches are Available

Now may be a good time to purchase
a niche in SCAPC’s Columbarium, as
75 percent of the double-occupancy
niches in our columbarium have been
sold. If you have questions or would

like to purchase a niche, please
contact Pierce Young at 897-0101x114
or pierce@scapc.org.
The Columbarium of St. Charles
Avenue Presbyterian Church has been
created to provide a sacred place for
Church members and their families
who choose cremation. It offers a
respectful and secure space for
placing a crematory urn which contains
the cremated remains of those who
are eligible for inurnment. A peaceful
gathering place
for family and
friends, the
Columbarium
bears witness
to the Biblical
promise that
in life, and
in death, we
belong to God.

Sunday School Resumes Sept. 9

Classes (for those three years old
through adults) resume on Sunday,
Sept. 9 at 9:30 a.m. Information
brochures are available at the church
with class descriptions.
This year, we have many new
classes for adults, including a series
on the development of the early church
through medieval times, led by Geoff
Snodgrass and Matt Guy. Beth Poe will
offer a Bible study of John, replacing
Feasting on the Word from a retiring
Michael O’Keefe, who has lead the
class for many dedicated years. Our
parenting class will
study Blessing of a
Skinned Knee: Using
Timeless Teachings
to Raise Self-Reliant
Children by Wendy
Mogel.
Children ages 3
years through 5th
grade have grade level classes on the
second floor of the church; Youth Group
(6th – 12th grade) will meet in the
youth room on the third floor. Check
www.scapc.org for more information.

Monet & Architecture
National Gallery, London, UK
BY SASKIA O. EUBANKS
“Imitation is natural to man from
childhood, one of his advantages
over the lower animals being
this, that he is the most imitative
creature in the world and learns at
first by imitation.” Aristotle, Poetics
As we reflect on Aristotle’s thoughts
on the arts, and his statement that
“man learns first through imitation,”
we can find a new
entry point into
Monet’s vast body
of work on display at
the National Gallery
in London.
From small, seaside
cabins to the
most complicated
cathedrals, the
breadth of this exhibition astounds.
A feeling of a sacred space
envelops the viewer as one moves
through the landscapes of Europe
juxtaposed with architecture that
inhabits it.
Most impressive was the opportunity
to view the four Rouen Cathedral
paintings brought together from
collections across the globe. The
divine proportions gave an order to
brushwork only Monet could create.
His time and work allow us to look,
to compare, and to understand the
myriad variations that nature offers
in landscape—early morning to late
evening—as perception is affected
by surrounding elements that bring
comfort and difficulty alike. This
dedication allows the rest of us into
the artist’s appreciation and unique
imitation—with each moment of
beauty we may not otherwise know.
This work not only brings
appreciation for beauty, nature, and
proportion, but it offers opportunity
for self-reflection on how future
generations may understand or
“first learn” through the beauty we
find today, despite the occasional
challenges of the search.
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Book REVIEWS
From Bria Rault, YAF Coordinator
Everybody, Always by Bob Goff
Bob Goff, Honorary
Consul for the Republic
of Uganda, retired lawyer,
bestselling author, adjunct
professor, pilot, and all-around role
model topped the charts again with his second novel.
Goff travels the globe in pursuit of improving human
rights and education in areas that have been devastated
by war, providing plenty of stories along the way. In each
chapter in Everybody, Always, Goff relates both bizarre
and mundane situations from his life and shows how used
those interactions to demonstrate Christ’s love. From witch
doctors in Africa to his elderly neighbor across the street,
Goff’s love knows no bounds.
One favorite story is the time Goff shared his car with
a homeless person. Starting out as a big-city lawyer with
a growing family, Goff thought he could save money by
parking near the train tracks instead of a garage near his
office. One winter day, he returned to find a homeless
man in his driver’s seat. Instead of evicting him, Goff
realized the man was probably escaping the cold. His old,
and unlocked, car became this stranger's resting place for
months. In Everybody, Always Goff shows us how to choose
joy and love over hate and anger. His honest story-telling
helped me to re-evaluate ways that I can love others better
with each interaction I have.
From Josh Smith, seminary intern
The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt,
William Howard Taft, and the Golden
Age of Journalism by Doris Kearns
Goodwin
The early 1900s were a
fascinating time: the world was
on the cusp of massive change. Ushering in
that change were Presidents Theodore Roosevelt
and William Howard Taft, two of the most disparate
personalities to join forces as friends and allies, clash as
bitter rivals, and reunite as dear friends. Theodore Roosevelt
was a perpetually ill, cautious, and introverted child who
grew into a gregarious, recklessly adventurous, and gleefully
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confrontational president at a younger age than any man
before or since. William Howard Taft was a naturally
athletic, friendly, and intelligent boy who grew into a man
highly susceptible to criticisms of everything, from his
weight to his policies. Roosevelt yearned for the spotlight
and loved the thrill of the office. Taft preferred a quiet life
and never truly wanted to be president: his truest ambition
was Supreme Court justice. Goodwin details their lives,
explaining the development of their personalities, policies,
and motivations while placing them in the tumultuous
context of late 19th and early 20th century America.
The other part of her book, “the Golden Age of
Journalism,” deals with the emergence of investigative
journalism and the famous “muckrakers” of the early 20th
century. Goodwin examines the lives and careers of five
influential writers and the effect that their articles had on
politics during Roosevelt’s and Taft’s presidencies.
From Don Frampton, Senior Pastor
The Last Castle: The Epic Story of
Love, Loss, and American Royalty in
the Nation’s Largest Home by Denise
Kierman
For a long time Colleen
and I have loved western
North Carolina, its culture, geography, and
climate, especially its climate! Through the years
we have spent many delightful days in one of several
quaint inns, our favorite being the Balsam Mountain
Inn outside of Waynesville. So when I saw this book I
quickly downloaded it onto my Kindle. Built in 1905, and
encompassing 175,000 square feet, Biltmore is the largest
and grandest residence ever built in the United States.
Equally impressive is that in the process George Vanderbilt
acquired 125,000 acres of surrounding countryside,
hired the country’s first forester in a pioneering effort to
manage and preserve it, and (through Edith, his widow)
eventually deeded it over to the United States – today’s
Pisgah National Forest. The Last Castle is the unique
American story of how the Vanderbilt’s magnificent project
flourished, faltered, and ultimately endured.

From Janet Bean

From Julie Nice

Educated by Tara Westover

Wait, What? And Life’s Other Essential
Questions by James E. Ryan

Tara Westover is the youngest of seven
children born into a survivalist family in
Idaho. Her father, the undisputed head
of the family, distrusts government and
does not believe in education or modern
medicine. Since Tara was born at home, she does not even
have a birth certificate.
This memoir is about her slowly discovering another
world beyond the mountain where her family lives. It entails
the cost and courage to overcome the strong pull of her
family as she determines to find herself through education.
The book gave me insight into the sometimesoverwhelming resistance to education and ultimate
independence that a family can have on children. I see this
not only in less developed countries where particularly
girls are discouraged from getting an education, but also in
pockets of our own state and community where children are
encouraged to help the family rather than spending time and
resources in getting “educated.”
From Jim Bean
Red Notice by Bill Browder
After obtaining a BA from the University
of Chicago and an MBA from Stanford and
spending a short stint at Solomon Brothers,
Bill Browder sees opportunity in investing
in the emerging market of Russia after
the fall of the Soviet Union. He moves to Moscow, raises
money from investors, analyzes Russian companies that are
being privatized, establishes an investment fund, and makes
his investments. What is also emerging in Russia is the rise
of the oligarchs and the Russian mafia. On behalf of his
fund, he challenges the illegal tactics that are being used by
these entities to solidify positions and exhort money from
investors. His story reads like a fictional novel; however,
it is true and sadly reflects what happened to the Russian
economy in the years after Communist rule. It is also the
story of Bill Browder’s transition to becoming a passionate
and effective human rights activist.
Not only is this book a page-turner, I believe that it also
reveals an aspect of Russian control and leadership which
behooves everyone to understand.

Before you get this book, spend less
than seven minutes watching James Ryan’s
commencement address on the “Five Essential
Questions” on YouTube. Ryan is the dean
of Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, and his 2016
speech to his new graduates is immortalized there. But don’t
stop with the video—he expanded this speech into a short
book that I have found worth reading.
“Questions are like keys. The right question, asked at the
right time, will open a door to something you don’t yet know,
something you haven’t yet realized, or something you haven’t
even considered—about others and about yourself,” he writes
near the end of the introduction.
Ryan admits to be inquisitive by nature—a challenge
to his parents as he grew up. “In short, I was annoying,”
he writes of his tendency to ask endless questions. But he
eventually boiled them down to five he deems “essential” and
one bonus question that he says are necessary for a happy life.
What starts out looking like a too-simple formula actually
challenges us to develop a set of skills and personal attributes
that will take a lifetime of awareness and effort. A sampling:
humility (“How can I help?), curiosity and a desire to make
the world even a little bit better (“I wonder….”), and the
series of questions starting with “Couldn’t we at least…?”
that can help us find common ground in order “to push back
against polarization and extremism."
Perhaps the short YouTube video will be enough for
you. But I was tantalized by the video and had to read the
whole book, which gave me the opportunity to consider his
reflections on each of the questions. I highly recommend it as
a refreshing addition to your reading list.

Have you read a good book lately?
Book reviews are always
welcome! Please type up a
short review (300-350 words)
and submit to the editor of The
View at kim@scapc.org.

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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Past Rebuilding Hope Mission Trips:
Sept. 2010- Atlanta, GA
Feb. 2011- Nashville, TN (flood relief)
Feb. 2012- Tuscaloosa, AL (tornado relief)
May 2013- New York (hurricane relief)
Dec. 2013- Oklahoma (tornado relief)
Oct. 2014- Virginia (Appalachia)

Hope after the
Hurricane
Join us! From November 11-17, members of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church will embark on a
mission trip to San Juan, Puerto Rico, to help in recovery efforts after the devastation of Hurricane Maria.

Nov. 2015- Wimberly, TX (flood relief)
Apr. 2016- Dallas, TX (flood relief)
Nov. 2017- Orange, TX (flood relief)

Hurricane Maria made landfall in Puerto Rico on Sept. 20, 2017,
resulting in 64 immediate deaths. However, the death toll may be
closer to 4,600 due to complications in recovery efforts.

A Timeline of the Hurricane Maria Disaster

BY TIM SHIPKIN, RHINO MINISTRY DIRECTOR

O

n September 20, 2017, Puerto Rico took a direct hit from Hurricane Maria, a Category 4 storm. Maria was the
strongest hurricane to hit the island in more than 80 years–destroying homes, roads, and bridges, creating heavy
flooding, and knocking out power across the entire island. In the storm’s aftermath, residents had to deal with
food and water shortages, disease outbreaks, and hospital and school closures due to the damage. Hurricane Maria directly
resulted in the death of 64 people in Puerto Rico, but the actual death toll might be closer to 4,600 due to complications
in recovery efforts. One hundred percent of this island lost electricity; about 60,000 people are still without power today.
Less than one percent of homeowners had flood insurance. Maria’s destruction caused as much as $94 billion in damage. It
was the worst storm to hit Puerto Rico in 80 years and will take many years for families and the island to rebuild and heal.
Empathy to Action
In the wake of the Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the congregation of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church created
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (RHINO) to provide an affordable, meaningful, and coordinated vehicle for concerned
citizens, friends, and neighbors from all over the world to help rebuild New Orleans and to restore hope throughout our
city. RHINO volunteers continue to dedicate their time and energy to change the lives of the most vulnerable members of
our community.
Now, RHINO organizes Rebuilding Hope Mission Trips to help other communities following natural disasters. We
remember how necessary and impactful volunteers were to our recovery. These trips are a way to give back for the
generosity that was shown to us when our community was in need. Puerto Rico is in need of assistance and our presence
in their community for a week will help to rebuild hope. While searching for a partner for our Rebuilding Hope Mission
Trip, it was important to find an organization that was similar to the RHINO model. We found the perfect partner in La
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Casona de Monteflores, a mission project of Monteflores
Presbyterian Church in the Santurce neighborhood of San
Juan. Casona translates to "big house." Until Hurricane
Maria, this building was a community center located on
the church's property. After Hurricane Maria, La Casona
de Monteflores was transformed into a dormitory to house
volunteers. Members of the church now help to coordinate
mission projects and cook dinners for guests. Since
opening its doors, volunteers working with La Casona
have painted houses and buildings, delivered groceries to
people in the community, removed hurricane debris, and
worked on a variety of repair projects on homes in the city.
RHINO planned the first Rebuilding Hope Mission trip
in 2010 as a way to serve in communities that experienced
recent natural disasters. This trip to Puerto Rico will be
our ninth mission trip, and we’re looking forward to many
more. As followers of Christ, we are called to participate in
acts of charity and service for those in need. Please reach
out if you are able and willing to answer the call.

Sept. 20 Maria makes Landfall, bringing with it
winds of 155 MPH, 30 inches of rain, and the loss
of power
Sept. 22 Officials warn it could take 6-8 months to
restore power. San Juan airport reopens
Sept. 26 1.53 million people don’t have access to
drinking water. 15 percent of hospitals are open.
Sept. 28 10,000 containers of food and water
cannot make it from the Port of San Juan to the
center of the island due to lack of fuel, labor and
working roads.
Oct. 3 Trump visits the island, bringing 9,000
military personnel.

Sign-up deadline: September 1
Contact: Tim Shipkin, rhino@scapc.org
504-897-0101 x111

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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The water purification system at
El Fuerte church hit a distribution
benchmark of 1,000,000 gallons of
water on August 1, 2018.
WISHLIST OF ITEMS NEEDED FOR WATER SYSTEM

1,000,000 GALLONS LATER
BY ANN VAN HORN
Psalm 38:4 “Oh taste and see that the Lord is good.”

R

emember a time when you dropped a stone in water
and watched as the water rippled long after the
stone had disappeared. The installation of a water
purification system has had a similar effect in the town
of Cárdenas, Cuba, where SCAPC has a long-standing
partnership with sister churches El Fuerte and Juan G. Hall.
During my first mission trip to El Fuerte in 2009,
community drinking water tested positive for contamination.
Providentially, an anonymous donor learned about Cárdenas’
water situation and gave seed money to purchase two
purification systems from Living Waters for the World
(LWW). LWW trains volunteers to partner with communities
to implement and to operate sustainable water purification
systems through a program called Clean Water U.
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In 2011 and 2012, six SCAPC members attended the fiveday Clean Water U to prepare for upcoming installation
trips. Because LWW encourages first-time teams to work
with communities where relationships and trust have been
established, our sister churches in Cárdenas were logical
places to begin.
The first SCAPC trip with LWW was in May 2012.
Eleven of us hauled luggage stuffed with 1,000 pounds of
equipment and training materials through three airports
to get to our final destination in Cárdenas. Our education
and engineering teams worked with interpreters to train El
Fuerte community leaders. Sharing pictures of our families,
of New Orleans, and of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church, our Ministry of Presence was underway with God’s
grace. After 4 ½ arduous days, we celebrated completion of
the system with worship and gave thanks for the opportunity
to fellowship together. Throughout the week our Cuban
friends were fervently generous.

1 pack of 25 Whirl pack bacterial test kits

$55

1 Pentek 0.5 micron filter

$99

1 dual gradient filter

$23

Bicycle tires for cart delivery x(3)

$45

Water Pump					

$222

Everything but the kitchen sink carried in suitcases

Priceless

The realization of what it means to be part of this ministry came to
me on a return sustainability trip. I walked with a team member,
who is fluent in Spanish, to visit with folks in the water line. We
heard from a mother with her two-year-old son that “the water
system was put in one month before my son was born; he has not
been sick a day because of bad water.” An older man spoke through
tears to share that his kidney disease had been greatly lessened since
“taking the water… I am old and have problems, but the water
has made a difference.” A father had traveled from a neighboring
community for water for his family. Doctors referred patients to El
Fuerte for clean water to combat intestinal diseases. We heard story
after story and felt ripple upon ripple.
In 2012, when I asked LWW engineer and teammate Jerry Goode
about the life expectancy of a standard LWW system, he said “It
depends on the number of batches run, how often, how many
epidemics of cholera roll through, 350,000 to 400,000, maybe
500,000 gallons before the system could need replacement. Hear
the good news: this summer the El Fuerte community celebrated a
distribution benchmark of 1,000,000 gallons of clean water freely
given to the community on August 1, 2018.
I must acknowledge the amount of love, care, and energy that
SCAPC member Laura St. Clair, members of many teams, and
the El Fuerte Water Committee have spent proactively and
collaboratively problem solving for the maintenance of these LWW
systems.
We are grateful for the support of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church, Presbyterian Women, and all who have been touched by
this ministry and have helped to sustain it in many ways. Thank you
to all who have prayed and participated in this partnership of faith.
St. Charles, El Fuerte, and Juan G. Hall churches may be separated
by a large body of water, but we are brought together through the
mission of clean water for all God’s people.
Living Waters for the World empowers everyday people
to change lives through clean water. Learn more about
LWW at: www.livingwatersfortheworld.org.

Photos from the 2012 installation trip to El Fuerte
church in Cárdenas, Cuba.
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” — Matthew 19:13-14

THE
MOUNTAIN
FOR YOUTH
BY JOSH SMITH,
SEMINARY INTERN

Lookout Mountain is part of the Blue Ridge Mountain Range
near Montreat, North Carolina.

“The children are the future of the church!”
I’ve heard this in every church I’ve been a part of. Churches love to talk about the importance of youth
ministry, and of raising their children in the faith. But does a church live out this belief by having a strong
Sunday School program?… an exciting Vacation Bible School?… Great weekly programming for middle and
high schoolers? All of these are important facets of nurturing our children and youth. And yet, as anyone will
tell you, the greatest teacher is experience.
I was one year old the first time I visited Montreat
Conference Center. Some of my earliest memories are
of hiking up Lookout Mountain to see the valley of
Montreat spread out far below. I went to Montreat about
once a year as a child until I was nine or ten, usually for
my church’s fall retreat. When I started high school, I
began attending the Summer Youth Conferences with
my church’s senior high group, and I looked forward to
returning to the mountains every summer. In college I
returned for the College Conference, and my first church
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job was in the mountains of North Carolina, 30 minutes
from Montreat. When I proposed to my fiancé, Jesse,
it was on top of Lookout Mountain. Something about
that place continues to draw me back—perhaps the
mountains, perhaps the sunsets, perhaps the conferences
I attended for so many years—and no matter how often
I return, I always feel the presence of God. I have the
church to thank for that: the church that, before I could
even walk, recognized the importance of investing in the
experiences of children.

This summer, SCAPC youth have been afforded the
privilege of several trips, including a Middle School beach
retreat, a Senior High mission trip with RHINO, and a
Senior High trip to Montreat Youth Conference. Each has
been an opportunity for building relationships based on
shared experiences, both positive and negative. And that, I
think, is the most important part of Youth Ministry.
By taking trips together and stepping out of their comfort
zones, our youth learn to trust and respect their peers; they
also begin to understand more deeply how each of them is a
unique part of the body of Christ by learning one another’s
talents and personalities. They enjoy the waves and the sand,
they play games, and they learn to worship God not only in
sanctuaries and in somber services, but in fun and laughter,
through games and recreation.
By working in the New Orleans heat with youth and
adults from a different city in a different state, they learn how
community can build, even between complete strangers, when
those strangers work together to further God’s kingdom.
As they tear down moldy walls, paint fences, and lay tile,
sweating all the while, they begin to understand that God is
at work even through their discomfort. They learn that with

a positive attitude and a willing heart, even difficult work can
impact a person’s life.
In travelling to Montreat and joining with hundreds of
youth from around the country, all gathered together to
worship God and deepen their faith, our youth see a glimpse
of God’s kingdom. Through worship, singing, sermons,
and keynote talks, through small group conversations
and recreation games, our youth learn to take part in the
community of faith. They learn what it means to join in the
kingdom of God.
Before becoming the men who would lead the fledgling
church, the disciples were 12 inexperienced young men
who wandered the country together for three years, facing
hardship, growing closer, and learning from Jesus how to pray
and perform miracles and how to be welcoming of people
they always thought of as strangers! They learned how to love
as Jesus loved, and to believe as Jesus believed, because they
saw the love and faith of Jesus in action. This is why we send
our youth on mission trips, beach retreats, and Montreat
conferences. We want them to grow together in faith and
wisdom, and to learn the love of Jesus by living it out, no
matter how far away they may find themselves.

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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CONGRATS, GRADS!

Congratulations to the Class of 2018 High School graduates. Please keep these young
adults in prayer as they transition to college.
Fisher Alexander graduated from
Benjamin Franklin High School
and NOCCA. He will attend
Rollins College in the fall.

Ryland Edwards graduated from
Academy of the Sacred Heart.
She will attend the University of
Alabama in the fall.

Stirling Kennedy graduated from
Academy of the Sacred Heart.
She will attend the University of
Virginia in the fall.

James Amoss graduated from
Isidore Newman School. He will
attend Wake Forest University in
the fall.

Olivia Fernandez graduated from
Mount Carmel Academy. She will
attend Baylor University in the
fall.

Emma Lunn graduated from
Academy of the Sacred Heart.
She will attend the University of
Virginia Arlington.

Rebecca Christie graduated from
Benjamin Franklin High School.
She will attend Rice University in
the fall.

Evan Hendricks graduated from
Isidore Newman School. He is
undecided on his future plans.

Sophia Miller graduated from
Phillips Academy in Andover,
Massachusetts. She will attend
Tulane in the fall.

Christopher Copeland, II,
graduated from South Walton
High School in Santa Rosa
Beach, Florida. He will attend the
University of Mississippi in the
fall.
Catherine Cueria graduated from
Louise McGehee School. She will
attend the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette in the fall.
Tonner Dougherty, III,
graduated from St. Paul’s School
in Covington. He will attend LSU
in the fall and has plans to join
the Marines.
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David Heyl graduated from
Benjamin Franklin High School.
He will attend Florida State
University in the fall.
Elisabeth Hoffman graduated
from Academy of the Sacred
Heart. She will attend Louisiana
State University in the fall.
Claire Holwadel graduated from
McGehee School. She will attend
the University of Mississippi in
the fall.
Grace Kantrow graduated from
Metairie Park Country Day
School. She will attend Kenyon
College in the fall.

ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Anna November graduated from
Isidore Newman School. She will
attend Georgetown University in
the fall.
Calder Schmidt graduated from
Isidore Newman School. He will
attend the University of Virginia
in the fall.
Caroline Seelman graduated
from Louise McGehee School.
She will attend Elon University in
the fall.
Shelby Sundmaker graduated
from Benjamin Franklin High
School. She will attend Belmont
University in the fall.

MILESTONES

As of July 31, 2018

BAPTISMS

NEW MEMBERS

Reese Lucille Granade
daughter of Katherine & Joseph Granade
Lillian Muriel Walker
daughter of Katherine & Jonathan Walker
Talia Ferra Nagim
daughter of Natalie & Ryan Nagim
Charlotte Ann Graben
daughter of Kevin & Kimberly Graben

Avery Beuerman
Jen Cook
Conar & Natalie Fitton
Ryan & Natalie Nagim

MARRIAGES

Send your milestones to Membership
Coordinator Camille Zander:
camille@scapc.org.

BIRTHS
Beau Everett Thornton (April 21, 2018)
son of Kristen & Mike Thornton
Laurel Evelyn Rowland (May 23, 2018)
daughter of Caitlin & Andrew Rowland
Romeo Miloro Newcomer (June 1, 2018)
son of Liz & Michael Newcomer

DEATHS
Charlotte Mathes
Kay Logan
Caroline Rees

Denise Dunckel & Paul Morse

HELLO & FAREWELL
Welcome, Rev. Harry Brown!

Thanks to Michael O’Keefe for years of service

The Rev. Harry Brown is joining our
staff in September as Parish Associate—
taking over for Tom Paine who recently
accepted a position as Chaplain in
Washington. In this role, Harry will
coordinate all pastoral care work for the
church, including hospital and home-bound
visitation and care for those with special needs (births, deaths,
illnesses, etc.). Harry will also oversee the Aden Program,
working alongside Aden Program Director Adelle Bergman.
We warmly welcome Harry to SCAPC!

“All scripture is inspired by God and
is useful for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that everyone who
belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.” 2
Timothy 3:16-17.

Harry recently retired from John Calvin Presbyterian
Church in Metairie, where he served as Pastor. A lifelong
Presbyterian, Harry and his wife, Laurell, have two adult
children and five grandchildren. Harry was raised in North
Dakota and pastored churches in North Dakota and Nebraska
before accepting the call to John Calvin.

Michael O’Keefe has lived this scripture for more
years than anyone can remember. His belief that faith
is strengthened through the reading and studying of
scripture has led him to lead our Bible Study classes
for many decades. This August, he will retire from his
weekly Feasting on the Word class which he has led for
the past four years. The Spiritual Formation Team would
like to thank Michael for his years of service, both in the
classroom and with the committee. Though he won’t be
writing his own curriculum every week, we are sure he will
still be found in church, assisting those who will continue
on with the studies.

We bid farewell to Seminary Intern
Josh Smith on August 3. Josh will
continue his studies at Columbia
Theological Seminary this fall.
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Good&Faithful

SERVANTS
COMING SOON: STEWARDSHIP 2019

