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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Chapel Service with Communion ..............8:30 a.m.
Sunday School Classes ...............................9:30 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship with full Choir.............10:30 a.m.

(one last) from the pastor’s desk
“My priest told me that a place is made more holy by the
prayers said there. I believe that a place is made more sacred
by the people who lived there.”
-Ron Beathard
Dear Friends:
When Matthew and I moved to New Orleans in 2007, for my job
and his graduate work…we knew not a single soul in New Orleans,
besides the members of the SCAPC APNC. We were mostly ignorant
to the ongoing challenges caused by Katrina, 18 months into recovery,
and we had no notion of the traditions and rich cultural heritage that
included everything from Saints football to great food to the season
of Mardi Gras.
Y’all changed that for us.
You welcomed us in ways that I never dreamed of! After all, I was
just another associate pastor, in a long line of capable associates – and
yet, you gave and attended dinners in our honor, you showed up on the Sundays I was preaching, you tipped us off
to shortcuts around the city, made sure we knew the best restaurants, the best grocery stores and personally escorted
us to the truly authentic snowball shacks. You didn’t have to relive your Katrina experiences, but you invited me into
what still was, in 2007, a dark place. You educated me about the city and SCAPC’s role in it. You invited me into your
journey towards healing and recovery. You made sure we didn’t spend Thanksgiving or Christmas alone, and included
us in your Mardi Gras traditions – from the parade route to the ball rooms. In no time at all, we fell in love with this
city, because of you! You cared for us, watched out for us, supported and encouraged us – in short, you were the church
to us! And God has used you in countless ways to shape our hearts and change our lives.
Any church or congregation I serve in the future will owe you a great debt, for you have taught me, over these seven
years, not only the breadth of possibilities in ministry, but exactly what it means to serve a congregation as their pastor.
I will never be able to thank you enough for your prayers, your gifts and your rejoicing with us, in the pregnancy and
birth of our first child, and in the milestones of Matthew’s graduation and employment in town. From the first day we
arrived (and several of y’all came to say hi) we have felt surrounded and supported by your love. That hasn’t changed
–it’s only a deeper and stronger bond.
I am especially grateful to Don Frampton and the SCAPC staff, the Session and Ministry Team Chairs, and all of you
who made New Orleans a sacred place for us – by caring for your church and your community, by loving each other
and us, and by serving and loving God.
Faithfully,

Kelly W. Hostetler
SCAPC Associate Pastor, 2007-2014

Editor’s note:
See page 23 for a Farewell to Kelly from a few
members of the SCAPC Congregation.
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SCAPC
staﬀ answers...

“If it was your last day ever in New Orleans, how would you spend it?”

Honestly? I would just eat the entire day. Go to Elizabeth’s in the
Upper Ninth for their praline bacon and redneck eggs with fried
green tomatoes, head back to the Garden District for turtle soup and
strawberry shortcake at Commander’s before hitting The Galley out
in Metairie for boiled crawfish. Then I’d have to take a run down the
St. Charles street car line with my dog before ordering fried oysters
with brie and the crabmeat salad at Clancy’s. I’d spend the night at an
LPO (Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra) concert under the oak trees
at City Park followed by a beignets and chocolate milk nightcap at
Morning Call.

-eMMA

I would spend the whole day with my family starting with beignets
for breakfast at Café du Monde, followed by outdoor playtime at City
Park. We’d then head to the French Quarter for lunch and a leisurely
stroll around the historic neighborhood and French Market. We’d
conclude the day with dinner at Port of Call and a post-dinner walk
along the Mississippi River all the way back to Canal Street.

-eMILy

I would find a way to go explore the remains of Fort Proctor (a.k.a.
Fort Beauregard), which is surrounded by Lake Borgne in St. Bernard
parish, before it gets washed away by the next big storm. To finish
the day, I would find an appropriate dining venue that serves baked
oysters, sautéed trout and café brulot.

-WAyNe

Since we ended up here in New Orleans because of family, I would
likely spend my last day enjoying being in their presence. Although,
lunch at Lebanon’s Café and an evening Crawfish Boil would be a
must! An order of Beignets wouldn’t hurt either…

-ANDy

If it was my last day in New Orleans, I would go fishing for trout
and redfish out of Empire, eat lunch at High Hat, get in 18 holes at
English Turn, ride my bike around Audubon Park (with a helmet!), go
to Galatoire’s with friends, have a cup of Yogurt from Yogurtland, and
sit on my front porch before turning in.

-DON

For my last day in New Orleans I hope it is Mardi Gras season. I would
gather my family and leave our house on Nashville Ave and walk to the
parade route. Along the way we would stop to visit friends and family
and window shop at all of the uniqueness that is Magazine St. Once we
hit St Charles Ave I would revel in all the people and activities going on
around us, from costumes to full living rooms on the neutral ground.
After a day of people watching and seeing friends we would catch a ride
back home before heading to our favorite neighborhood restaurant,
Patois, for a “Thanks for the Memories” dinner.

Let’s just hope my last day here is a Saturday! I would start out with
gluten-free beignets from The Peacebaker in Metairie (only served every
other Saturday), then take one last stroll through City Park. I would
have a picnic on the big wooden swings at The Great Lawn then take
one last walk through the NOMA Sculpture Garden. Next would be
one last drive across the colorful shotgun houses of Uptown and the
gorgeous homes of the Garden District on my way to a few of my
favorite décor shops on Magazine Street. My husband and I would
have dinner at Coquette, then take one last ride down to the French
Quarter on the St. Charles Avenue streetcar. We would walk along the
river and then on down to the Frenchman Art Market while listening
to jazz music stream through the air. My last stop would be at Sucré on
Magazine for a s’mores skillet with vanilla gelato.

-CAITLIN

My last day in New Orleans would be focused on food. I’d wake up
early and get a cold brew coffee with Brown’s Dairy vanilla soft serve
from District on Magazine. Then, I’d ride my bike to O’Delice and get
a brioche roll. I’d have a basket of fried oysters from Casamento’s, or
maybe the ham and brie sandwich with fig mustard from Tartine. At
some point in the day, I’d make my way to Delachaise for some pommes
frites. For dinner, I’d visit Taceaux Loceaux, and then finish the day off
with a glass of Sancerre and the Nutella Custard from Lilette. Enough
food for a week, but if it was my last day ever in NOLA…

-GeNNy

Definitely a fishing trip…launch from Delacroix or Shell Beach before
sunrise, watch the sun come up in the peace and quiet of the coast, then
spend the day fishing for trout and redfish and watching for dolphins.
Saints games!!! Lunches with girlfriends at Tartine, family dinners at my
aunt Ellen’s. My friend Elise would have to have a party. I’d walk the
dog on his regular route…up Eleonore, down Magazine to Jefferson,
then back on side streets. I’d do the shops on Magazine St. between
Joseph and Jefferson. Also love the Friday before Mardi Gras in the
quarter, walking through Audubon park, Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Juan’s
Flying Burrito, Taqueria Corona.

-PIerCe

Start the morning with café au lait and beignets. Followed by a
leisurely walk/shop up and down Magazine Street with an oyster
po-boy for lunch. Then take a walk around Audubon Park up to the
butterfly to watch the river and the sunset ending the evening going
to the French Quarter for a New Orleans cocktail at the
Hermes Bar and dinner at Arnaud’s.

-CArOL

-MICHeLe
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peace

point of view:

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts and the hearts of all people.” -Colossians 3:15
reNee PeCK:
I grew up during the Cold
War, an era when children
were taught to “duck, cover
and roll” under their gradeschool desks in the event of
a nuclear attack. Which we
all thought pretty likely. We
were conversant with most
of the ways that mankind
could bring an abrupt end
to life as we knew it – from
the bang of an atomic bomb to the more leisurely
decimation of the rain forest. In my own children’s
time, the methods of global destruction have only
multiplied.
And yet, as a child of the rural South, I also knew
peace. I heard it in the whisper of a breeze through a
stand of pines. I saw it in the flash of a fish jumping
briefly above the surface of the lake. I felt it in the cold
shock of a body cannon-balling into a swimming pool
on a sweaty day. Peace was a favorite hymn sung on a
Sunday morning, or my grandfather cracking pecans
at his kitchen table. Peace was family, and friends, and
a kind word from a teacher or a sales clerk.
It seems that humans do peace better one-on-one,
rather than as a crowd.
And perhaps that’s the truth about peace, and how
we can seek it in this complex, troubled world: with
small, individual steps, taken in our living rooms
instead of on a world stage.
This month, SCAPC members are celebrating
a Season of Peace with conversations about God’s
mission during unsettled times, about the situation

in the Middle East, about non-violence. They are
important and meaningful conversations.
But ultimately, peace is about how we live, not
what we say. And it’s hard to live peace instead of
mouthing it. It means that you don’t merely tolerate
those who are different, but respect them. It means
that you speak out when you hear a racial slur or an
ethnic joke. It requires an open heart and a kind word
to a stranger.
Mahatma Ghandi counseled that each one of us has
to find peace from within.
And then we must live it. As Ghandi also observed,
“You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.”

LArry HAMrIC:
In Richmond, Virginia,
where I lived for many
years, there was an
organization called
the Richmond Peace
Education Forum. Its
local function was to
send volunteers into
secondary schools where
there was frequent
discord and physical
violence, to help students talk about how to resolve
conflict get along with one another. To raise funds,
this organization sold a bumper sticker that read “If
you want peace, work for justice.” I am sure that
statement has remained with me because of the truth
it expresses. Where there is injustice, there can be
no real peace. There may be periods during which

“peace was a favorite hymn sung on a Sunday morning, or my grandfather cracking
pecans at his kitchen table. Peace was family, and friends, and a kind word...”
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What Does Peace Mean to You?
How Do You Live Out “World Peace” on a Daily Basis?
How Does Being Called to be a Peacemaker Impact Your Faith?”
“True peace has more to do with a state of well-being and wholeness that exists when
people treat each other justly - with respect, understanding, empathy, and fairness”
there is no violence or unrest, but such periods will not
endure because the absence of violence and unrest is
not the same as true peace. True peace has more to do
with a state of well-being and wholeness that exists
when people treat each other justly - with respect,
understanding, empathy, and fairness. When these
elements of human interaction are missing, the threat
of strife and unrest will always exist and there will be
no peace. It seems that if we want peace in our world,
none of us can sit by without responding in some way
to injustice, even though we may not be the ones who
are suffering injustice. For this reason, we can pray
along with Paul that the peace of Christ may rule our
hearts and the hearts of all people (Colossians 3:15).
Amen to that.

Crorey Lawton:
We see effects of war
every day. Whether it
is the immigration of
refugees from Central
American violence, or
conflict in Southeast Asia,
or conflicts in the Middle
East, we are continually
faced with the reality
of war. We see smaller
battles in our work, in
our friendships, in our families. Conflict is a human
condition.
I see war almost as a type of retaliatory capitalism.
Based on the old ‘an eye for an eye’, the conflict represents
a system of paybacks, in which the goal is always to give

better than you get.
In our service to Christ, however, we are told to ‘turn
the other cheek’, to ‘go the extra mile’ when we are
forced to carry a soldier’s pack a mile. The kingdom of
heaven, Jesus tells us over and over again, is not like the
kingdom of this world.
So how can conflict continue in my life if I practice
forgiveness? How does it escalate?
How do I bring peace to my life and faith? Or to
my job, where I negotiate among environmentalists,
local politicians, engineers, and biology specialists, not
to mention the contentious archaeologists? How do I
stop escalating the everyday conflicts? How do I stop
battling on every front, to gain the upper hand on every
exchange?
Our first-century prince of peace said that ‘he who lives
by the sword dies by the sword.’ Maybe I should start
living ‘World Peace’ on a local level through practicing
forgiveness. To put down my sword, look to forgive, as
I have been forgiven.•

Editor’s note: This is the sixth in a series of articles called “Point of View” in which members of the congregation write on
a topic that is important and meaningful to them. September is also the “Season of Peace” through the PC(USA).
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Carrollton Summer Camp

a ministry of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
by SCAPC Carrollton Summer Camp Director, Liz Frawley

Last Spring, I joined the staff of St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church, to develop and lead the Carrollton
Summer Camp of 2014, based upon the success of the
Carrollton Christmas Camp of December, 2013. I was
excited about the opportunity, and also intimidated at
first; it was my first time organizing something as large
as a two week summer camp, and I was new to the staff
and members of the SCAPC community.
I was anxious, so I decided to focus on the
kids: all of the happy faces we would see, and the lives
that would be impacted, by a new summer camp. I
am especially grateful to the members of the SCAPC
Carrollton Camp Committee (Robert Edgecombe,
Lindsay Hamm-Bell, Emma Pegues, Greg Beuerman,
John Martin, and Don Frampton), who had already
spent many hours planning, praying and dreaming
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about this new camp. They were very supportive,
as was the congregation. I received an overwhelming
amount of welcoming; cards, emails, and handshakes
welcoming me into the SCAPC family and offering to
help and support this adventure. It was a joy to be part
of a group of people with the same end goal in mind:
to provide the children of New Orleans with a safe and
fun place to be while their parents were at work, and
to give them an experience of community, love, and
support.
After much planning, and a few challenges, the
Carrollton Summer Camp staff of 10 and I, along with
additional volunteers, welcomed of 55 kids for two
weeks of fun and learning. Lafayette Academy Charter
School generously donated their space for our use,
while other community members donated breakfast,

lunch, and snacks each day for each child. With the
basic needs met, we worked to provide the kids with
solid, enriching activities, while having as much fun as
possible.
The campers rotated through sports, arts
& crafts, drama, and enrichment time each day. In
addition, the camp started off each day with a different
community organization present: the Audubon Zoo
Bugmobile, Games2U (water activities!), the New
Orleans Police department, Tulane football players,
New Breed Brass band, SPCA, Archie Manning, and
Funfair Services (carnival games and rides). What a
gift to each of these local kids.
On the first Friday of the camp, some of the
Tulane football team, who ate lunch with the kids, stuck
around to listen to New Breed Brass Band perform
for the campers. I looked at the cafeteria filled with
campers, staff, Tulane athletes, SCAPC volunteers,
Camp RHINO & SCAPC Youth volunteers, and
the Lafayette Academy staff – all dancing joyfully to
the music. This is what we had all worked to hard
for – what the Community Ministries team and the
Carrollton Camp Committee, the volunteers and staff
and donors and myself had prayed and hoped for. To
see the campers enjoying the moment was more of a
return on the investment than I had expected. I was
witnessing the true meaning of community, support,
and love.
I am thankful for the opportunity to be a part of
this community outreach – it is so desperately needed
in New Orleans. Thanks again to the staff, volunteers,
volunteer SCAPC youth, Special program presenters,
the financial donors and those who donated food and
materials – everyone who came together to make this
happen. •
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Guest Theologian: Rev. Mark Ralls of Winston-Salem, NC
Reflecting on Scripture – John 14:15-21

“I LOVe yOu LITTLe.
I LOVe yOu BIG.
I LOVe yOu LIKe A LITTLe PIG.”
During my visit to the nursing home that afternoon,
I must have heard this sweet, odd rhyme more than a
hundred times. I was sitting in the atrium, talking to
a distinguished older man I had come to visit. Near us
sat a woman, another resident, wearing a nondescript
pastel blouse and a broad, broad smile.
Though the woman sat close enough to touch, she
expressed no interest in us or in our conversation. She
just stared out the window and said those childlike
words: “I you little. I love you big.” She repeated them
again and again and again. “I love you like a little pig.”
I tried my best to focus on the man I had come to
see. But throughout my conversation with him, I
caught myself wondering about our neighbor and her
whimsical rhyme. Did she ever say anything else? Of
all the words to remember, why these?
As I was leaving the nursing home, my curiosity got
the better of me. I searched for a nurse and, feeling a
little sheepish about interrupting her work, approached
her. “Could I ask you a question?” I said. “The woman
who sits in the atrium. She says this little rhyme over
and over. Do you know why she does this?”
The nurse smiled and repeated the words with
a dramatic flair: “I love you little. I love you big. I
love you like a little pig!” She had obviously heard the
rhyme thousands of times – and she wasn’t the least
bit tired of it. “That’s Thelma,” she explained. “She
taught first grade for more than 30 years. Her little
rhyme was her own special way of greeting the children
each morning. As she helped them remove their coats,
she would whisper those words in every little ear. It was
her way to let each child know she possessed a special
place in her heart.”
Thelma’s mind was ravaged by dementia, but here
was this single holdout from her memory. I marveled
at this.
Perhaps Thelma and her rhyme suggest a way to
understand one of the most cryptic things Jesus says
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in the Gospels. “I am in my Father,” he assures his
disciples in this week’s reading from John, “and you in
me, and I in you” (14:20). Maybe this saying points
to some esoteric, mystical indwelling. But I wonder if
Jesus has something more familiar in mind, something
more easily recognizable. I wonder if he is referring to
a depth of loyalty and commitment—a love—that is
typically reserved for the closest members of one’s own
family. This particular kind of love is expressed during
moments of great challenge, moments when we say
something even stronger than the colloquial “I am
behind you” or “I am standing with you.” We say, “You
are in my heart and mind.” It is a kind of cherishing.
Compared to various other attributes we assign to
God, cherishing has received relatively little theological
attention. Maybe this is because it is so easily absorbed
into the broader category of love. Yet cherishing
represents a specific kind of love or, better, a specific
way of loving—one that inspires deep commitment
and stubborn loyalty. It is about a merging of heart,
mind, and will. All this may be difficult to put into
words, but it is immediately recognizable to those who
have experienced it.
Thelma gave this kind of love to her students. That is,
she gave them a sustained cherishing, not mere mindless
repetition. This is why she greeted every student with
a hug and a rhyme—and it’s why, even now, she can’t
seem to stop greeting them. Her students reside in her.
And for those who accept this rarest of gifts, she resides
in them.
“I love you little. I love you big. I love you like a little
pig.” “Does she always do that?” I asked the nurse.
“Oh, no!” she replied. “Only when she is very happy.”
The nurse paused. “But then again, Thelma has had a
good life, and she’s happy most of the time.”
Perhaps this is what our Creator God feels through
the gift of Son and Spirit. God feels an eternal joy, a joy
that arises out of cherishing. And, like God in heaven,
Thelma expresses her love to individuals as they pass
through her consciousness. She keeps them in mind;
they live in her. And she lives on in them—at least in
those who have ears to hear. •

Phifer Library’s
GOOD reADS FOr

FALL

The Spirit of Disciplines
by Dallas Willard
This is one of those books that pops up in the sermons and writings
of many great preachers and theologians. Willard presents a way of
living that enables ordinary men and women to enjoy the fruit of
the Christian life. The key to self-transformation, he writes, resides
in the practice of the spiritual disciplines - their practice affirms
human life to the fullest. This book is for everyone who strives to be
a disciple of Jesus in thought and action as well as intention.

Dangerous Wonder
By Mike Yaconelli
Recommended by SCAPC Youth & Young Adult Director, Andy
Fox, who says, “This is a book I try to read at least once a year.”
Writes another veteran youth leader, “Many people – especially
young people – in the church think Jesus never laughed and the
Christian life is boring. How heart-breaking! These wonderful stories
remind us what childlike faith looks and feels like, and it challenges
the Christian status quo. We are encouraged to take risks, to wonder,
to love passionately, and to experience God’s indiscriminate grace...
Dangerous Wonder is a must-read!”

Malice Towards None: Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address
By Jack Levin
As humble and faithful as the president who delivered it, Lincoln’s
landmark Second Inaugural Address still resonates today. The speech
was an attempt to unite a fractured people in a time when our
nation was at its most divided, nearing the end of the Civil War.
As you navigate this beautiful book, complete with maps, portraits,
and other Civil War illustrations, you’ll start to understand the
significance and poetic power of this speech while you come closer to
the man behind it.
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MONTREAT
experiences in the thin place between heaven and earth
SCAPC’s Senior High Youth Summer Trip

Matthew and I did not have to be asked more than once
if we would be willing to join SCAPC’s youth on their
annual trip to Montreat. For many reasons this haven
in the mountains of North Carolina is a special place
for us. We both attended Youth Conferences when we
were in high school – experiences that moved us enough
that we continued to seek out this place long after our
time as conferees expired. In college we each returned
to Montreat during our summer breaks and joined their
Summer Staff. We met in the summer of 2002, began
dating in the summer of 2003, and were married at
Montreat, in Gaither Chapel, in 2006. Montreat has
blessed us in truly transformative ways, and as such, we
welcome the opportunity to shepherd a new generation
in the experience of a Montreat Youth Conference.
Of course, the more time we’ve spent with Southern
Presbyterians, the more we’ve found that our story
– and our attraction to Montreat – is not unique.
Maybe not everyone meets their future spouse, but
many Presbyterians visit and return, year after year, as
they search for their spiritual center. And this is why
Montreat is often called a ‘thin’ place, a place so close
to the heavens that it becomes difficult to distinguish
between heaven and earth. ‘Mountain top’ experiences
are commonplace among campers. And the week of
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SCAPC’s youth conference was no different - for both
the youth and their leaders. We found our faith once
again encouraged and challenged. The keynote messages
were thought-provoking and the sermons at our daily
worship were inspiring - both resulted in meaningful
discussions in our small groups and our nightly meetings.
We watched as relationships among the youth had the
chance to blossom apart from daily routines, stresses and
struggles.
Matthew and I are new members of SCAPC and
newly recruited youth leaders so we were especially
honored to share in the youth’s spiritual journey at
Montreat. And we were humbled when they embraced
our 6 month old, Adele, whose noisy demands were
always welcomed. She quickly became the mascot of
the group. Now, as we come down from the mountain
top, the real work begins as we each strive to remember
the ways God spoke to us, while in the thin places, and
the ways God speaks to us here, in the every day. We
look forward to living His message of love throughout
the coming year as we continue to lead and connect with
this special group of teens.
--Christina Carlisle
SCAPC Member & Youth Group Leader

SCAPC Senior High Youth rafting on the Nolichucky River.
When we first arrive at Montreat, the directors tell us
that this is a thin place between heaven and earth. Up in
those mountains, it was easy to question and explore our
faith through worship services, activities in small group,
and discussions with home group. During my week
up there, I heard so many different interpretations and
perspectives that helped me discover who I am in Christ.
Every morning we’d wake up for Keynote, where the
leader introduces the ideas and verses of the day. From
there, we travel to our small group locations and consider
today’s topics with strangers from all over the country,
sharing our points of view and ambitions for God in our
lives. Hours of free time between small group and meals
allowed us to meet teenagers from places like Nashville,
TN or Lynchberg, VA and hang out with them at the
“Huck” or Lake Susan. Every year, the SCAPC group

branches out and has a very good time at Montreat.
However, this was the first of my three years that our
youth group really came together on this trip. Everyone
became comfortable with one another as we went on
a spiritual journey together. Our nightly debates and
dessert trips to Denny’s brought us closer as a unit.
What they said about Montreat being a thin place is
true; it’s hard to search for Christ’s love and presence at
home as deeply as we can when we’re all together in the
mountains of western North Carolina. But I think all of
us gained a hungry curiosity for the answers we seek as
humans, and we will take that down with us as we go
down the mountain. I cannot wait to go back next year
and see what I learn!
--Ashlin Murphy
Senior High Youth
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the virtues of repetitive action
PW NEEDLEWORKS GROUP
by Mary Ann Mott

the PW Needleworks group chatting and sewing in the Land Building Lakeside Parlor
For centuries, a skill-based, social-oriented activity of
repetitive action has been practiced, by individuals and
in groups, which has been proven to lengthen their
lives, lower their blood pressure, reduce their negative
thinking, increase their organizational skills and stimulate
their overall sense of well-being. Any idea what wondrous
activity this might be? It’s not yoga. Not pilates. Not
meditation - although it has meditative qualities for many.
It’s not crosswords or brain games or weight lifting. No...
it’s needlework!
Needlework, in all its various forms, has been a source of
great satisfaction and increased health to those who have
practiced it over many hundreds of years. Often, those
most skilled in this activity have an affinity for thread,
yarn and puzzle solving...but, it is truly an endeavor
beyond type, welcoming all who enjoy its many benefits.
Although sewing appears to be a solitary activity, sewing
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in a group is more fun. The SCAPC Needlework Group
members certainly describe an atmosphere of great fun!
“I think they moved us out of the Parlor in the main
building because we were so loud,” one member confessed.
“Heads would poke in just to see what we were doing.”
Staff members would stop by to see who was having
the party...surprised to find a group of women knitting,
crocheting, embroidering or cross-stitching. With the
latest renovation to the Land Building, the Lakeside parlor
has provided a lovely place for the group to meet. Good
lighting and lots of space duly accommodate multiple
bags of yarn, embroidery frames and smocking pleating
machines.
“We have lots of stuff because we do lots of different
kinds of needlework,” said one member. “One week I’ll
be crocheting and the next I might design and start a cross
stitched wedding sampler for a friend’s daughter.”

Other projects have included crocheted animals, a baby blanket with a matching cap, special baby booties
resembling saddle shoes, a Captain America sweater for a special grandson, and a beautiful knitted lace sweater.
A new kitchen rug in a self-striping yarn was a much-studied project, while 36 newborn Santa hats were knitted/
crocheted by members of the group, to be donated to East Jefferson Hospital for the babies born during Christmas
week.
Along with yarn work, this group of Needleworkers also does lots of embroidery and cross stitching. Teaching each
other techniques of needlework is one of the joys of sewing together. If one gets stuck and can’t figure out what to
do next, typically another member of the group can help them through.
New members of the group have discovered what needleworkers have known and benefitted from for hundreds of
years. The counting of stitches, the virtue of repetitive action, and the focused attention have qualities of meditation.
Conversations about all sorts of things blossom, and connections are formed over time together. Add those to the
health and wellness benefits, and there are more than a few good reasons to come on in, count your stitches and
count your blessings. •
Interested in joining the Thursday Morning
Needleworks Group? Meets in the Land Building,
Lakeside, Thursday Mornings from 10 a.m. – Noon.
Contact Mary Ann Mott (lamamama@aol.com) for
more information.

31 Ways Knitting & Crochet
Can Change Your Life
1. Relieve depression.
2. Promote mental health.
3. Reduce anxiety.
4. Process grief.
5. Alleviate cabin fever during winter months.
6. Reduce Stress.
7. Practice mindfulness and meditation.
8. Create a non-medicinal, feel-good high.
9. Protect the brain from damage incurred by aging.
10. Learn discipline, empathy, patience.
11. Lose weight.
12. Relieve insomnia.
13. Relieve chronic pain.
14. Keep your brain fit.
15. Think clearer.
16. Reduce negative thoughts.
17. Reduce or postpone dementia.
18. Improve your mood.
19. Get organized.
20. Build self-esteem.
21. Avoid cognitive impairment.
22. Delay memory loss.
23. Control eating disorders.
24. Find friends.
25. Reduce irritability and restlessness.
26. Control addictions.
27. Get strong.
28. Recovery.
29. Practice prayer.
30. Give to others.
31. Build community.
want to read more? check out this article online:
http://blog.lionbrand.com/2014/07/23/31-ways-knitting-andcrochet-can-change-your-life-and-make-you-healthier/
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20 years

of senior pastor, don frampton
by Michael O’Keefe & Kelly Hostetler
After a lengthy search by an able team of SCAPC members,
a young Donald Frampton, described by his professors and
other ministers as “a visionary who continually looked to the
future,” “bright and winsome,” “a person of integrity and
warmth,” someone with “bedrock strength and a good sense of
humor,” and of course someone who “wanted to serve his Lord
and the Church,” was installed as senior pastor of St. Charles
Avenue Presbyterian Church on Sunday, September 11, 1994.
When he arrived, the Search Committee introduced him to
the congregation in part through this statement of his, which
sounds much like the pastor we have come to know over 20
years:

“I am excited about the road ahead. It is our faith in God
that has brought us together. It is our faith that we are part
of God’s will. It is our faith that it is God who is seeking to
lead us forward, to strengthen our mission, to embolden our
witness, to deepen our compassion.”
These words are so descriptive of the way Don approaches
ministry and life. As the years have passed, he has continued to
walk alongside this family of faith, getting to know the ins and
outs of the people and their stories. His ability to lead through
rocky terrain and difficult challenges has been a blessing to us
all. His love for God and for God’s people has enabled him
to lead through times of hardship and uncertainty, as well as
through times of blessing and church growth. I am grateful
to have had the opportunity to serve alongside Don, to receive
encouragement and training, and to see a healthy congregation
grow under his leading. The next page is just a sampling of the
many expressions of love and gratitude for Don’s two decades
of ministry. •

16 | Summer 2014

words from the congregation & Community:
“In order to inspire and motivate people to achieve certain
goals, such as attend church services or deepen your relationship
with God, an effective Leader must feel passionately about his
message and communicate it well, both formally and informally.
Don more than satisfies those criteria.”
-Carole and Bill Banta

“Don, thank you for 20 amazing years of scholarly and
passionate preaching that has filled us with the Holy Spirit
continually. Also, Drew Brees could take a lesson from you on
those penetrating blue eyes. You and your family have been a
blessing to St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.”
-Ann Van Horn

“I think Don’s success comes from his compassion and his love of
ministry. His greatest ability is to inspire all who know and meet
him to recognize and be aware of our own compassion and to use
it to be God’s light in the world.”
-Lynn Hoffman

“Don’s gift of strong leadership abilities is a talent from God.
His powerful and spiritual sermons each week give a positive
message with an uplifting thought to carry throughout the week
which lead visitors to return time and time again with many
becoming members. Don is a man of inclusion, supports all
church groups and church programs, including community and
world missions. Thank you, Don.”
-Philip and Judith Luchsinger

“Two attributes stand out for me in reflecting on Don’s ministry
at St Charles, his inclusiveness of all members in the church’s
efforts and his insistence that we be focused externally on the
needs of the community.”
-Edwin Lupberger
“Don has brought energy and enthusiasm to our congregation.
During his twenty years here, we have grown not only in numbers
but also in our faith and in our compassion for others. He has
helped us understand who God has called us to be, individually
and collectively. With his guidance we have become increasingly
a mission church, reaching out in love to both local and global
communities. Don has embraced change and welcomed the new,
allowing us to be a more inclusive, more open-minded, more
visionary church.”
-Beth Poe
“I think that one of the qualities of Don’s is that he is never
afraid to connect us with our neighbors on the Avenue or
any Avenue; in fact, he has sought to make us all a religious
Community that prays with one another, builds houses together
or helps each other in good times or times of need. He clearly
believes that God is in our Sanctuary, Sunday after Sunday, and
that if we, the Congregation, just believes, God will be there
always to surround us with His love. Our Minister is simply a
gift from God.”
-Pat Rosamond
“The mark of the man is the mark he has made on his church.
He has not just built a church, he has formed a community.”
- Holly and Geoff Snodgrass
“Don’s success at SCAPC comes from his priority of putting
people first. The church is thriving thanks to his commitment to
cultivating personal, genuine relationships with every member
of the church family and making sure that everyone feels valued
and included.”
-Alex Cornell, St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, Houston
“Don’s genuine and unfailing friendship reminds me of the
teaching that what God asks of us is “a yes that really is yes, and
a no that really is no”. Constant, unflinching honesty. I deeply
value our times together relaxing with a cigar and a Guinness
and speaking freely as brothers. There is nothing about him that
is even remotely artificial. He is a true “mentsch” – a complete
human being - in every sense of the term.”
-(Rabbi) David Goldstein

“Over the last twenty years, our church has enjoyed growth,
in part, due to Don’s excellent sermons; they are challenging,
humorous and rooted in thoughtful scholarship. AND.....Don is
a South Carolinian!”
-Lyn Fabacher
“Dear Esteemed Dr. Don, Heartiest congratulations to you on
your 20th anniversary. You and Colleen are the greatest thing
that’s happened to SCAPC in the last 100 years. We wish you
20 more!”
- George & Cherie Schneider
“During Don’s tenure at SCAPC he has emphasized the
necessity of increasing our local and global mission work. Thanks
in large part to Don’s efforts; SCAPC is recognized nationally as
a church with a heart for mission.”
-Richard Seelman
“In a conversation Don and I had several months after
Hurricane Katrina, he described SCAPC as “on fire with
mission.” I witness that fire and I believe that he is the spark for
it.”
-Michael Cowan, Loyola
“It is hard to narrow down the highlights of Don’s leadership,
pastoring and spirituality during his 20 years at SCAPC, but I
shall attempt it. I fondly remember his guidance and confidence
during my Session leadership roles; the countless sermons that
provided me with insight and a deeper spirituality; the poignant
graveside service, just before the onset of a Gulf hurricane, of
Harry Morton; the beautiful baptisms of Emma and Jack; and
the joyous marriage ceremony to my dear Lisa.”
- John Morton IV
“Don really grabbed the ball after Katrina. He led a missionoriented congregation into a new level of commitment through
RHINO and other missions serving the needy of New Orleans.
Because of his thoughtful leadership, SCAPC continues to find
new ways to do God’s work here while inspiring visiting volunteers
to do likewise in their own home towns.”
-Dave White

Summer 2014 | 17

get to know our

Interim Associate Pastors

JIM STAyTON
Where are
you from?
I was born in
York, Alabama,
but we moved
when I was
one week old
to
Fairfield,
Alabama.
I
consider myself
a Louisianan,
however,
properly
despising Nick Saban, the University of Alabama, and
anything with the word “Tide” in it. My family will not
even use the detergent. I have lived in Hammond from
1952-1972, and from 2002 until the present.
How long have you been in ministry?
I was ordained in 1977 and retired in 2014, but have
not yet managed to get out of the business.
Where have you pastored before?
Vicksburg, MS; Ferriday and Waterproof, LA; Conway
and Bucksport, SC; Moncks Corner, SC; Hammond,
LA, Covington, LA, Bogalusa, LA.
Tell us briefly about your family life (wife, kids,
etc…):
I married Sue Clifton of Morgan City, LA in 1970
after having met at the Presbyterian Student Center at
Southeastern Louisiana University in 1968. We have two
children. Our son, Cort, lives near Summerville, SC, with
his wife, Jennifer, and two children, Bradley, age four,
and Hanna, age 8 months. Our daughter, Suzannah,
lives in Laplace, LA, with her husband, Adam, and their
10 month old son, Owen. I have two brothers. My
older brother, Larry, is a retired medical doctor living in
Spokane, Washington, and my younger brother, Claude,
is a Presbyterian Minister living in North Carolina.
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What stands out about SCAPC that makes you
excited to be a part of the pastoral team?
Saint Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church has long
had a reputation as an outstanding church and a leading
congregation with the old New Orleans Presbytery and,
now, South Louisiana Presbytery. Ministry in a large
church in an urban setting will be a new experience for me
and I look forward to it. I also look forward to speaking in
“South Carolinian” again with Don.
Fun Fact about yourself?
I am 6’3” and my mother was 4’11”. Until she became
an invalid at the age of 78 she could still whip me in a
fair fight.
Hobbies/Interests?
My only current hobby is trying to repair my 50 yearold house faster than it can fall apart.
What days/hours are you working?
I will be working mainly on Mondays and Wednesdays
and, for now, occasional Sundays when I am needed.
I will also work other days and occasions (Weddings,
funerals, meetings, pastoral emergencies) as needed. My
hours on Mondays and Wednesdays will be 9 a.m. until
5 p.m. or until afternoon/evening meetings are finished.
Since I will be commuting from Hammond, actual arrival
times may vary depending on traffic conditions and the
grace of God.
What are your focus areas at SCAPC?
Present plans are for me to assist the work of
Congregational Life, Community Ministries, and World
Missions. I will also be around for Wednesday Night Out
and will share pastoral duties with Don and Phil wherever
I am needed or can be of assistance. •

PHILLIP STAGG
Where are you from?
I’m originally from Jennings, LA. I grew up in both my
mother’s church, the First Presbyterian Church of Jennings
(where I was baptized) and also my dad’s Southern Baptist
church. I attended youth activities mostly at FPC, but
would sometimes go to VBS at both. My parents claim
that when I was younger I would tell people that I was
“Bapterian.”
How long have you been in ministry?
My ministry started in my home church as a layperson
teaching junior high Sunday School classes when I was
about 24 years old. Under the guidance of the local
ministerial association, I also helped host a group that met
in the home as a house church youth group for around
3 years. We hosted Friday night and weekly bible studies
for between 30-60 local youth. I also became a substitute
for an early weekday morning church radio show. These
different roles gave me an active background in ministry
with oversight by ministers before I entered seminary.
Where have you pastored before?
I was the pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Bogalusa
for 36 1/3 years. We retired in 2012, moved to Jackson,
WY, then ended up moving to New Orleans to help out
with our grandson Elliott 3 or 4 days a week. My wife,
Molly, who attended SCAPC as a child, transferred her
membership here last spring and I came with her.
Tell us briefly about your family life (wife, kids,
etc…):
My mother was a homemaker/schoolteacher and my dad
was a rancher and managed an irrigation company. I grew
up living in town, but working on my dad’s farm. I have one
sister (she and her husband still raise cattle in Southwest
LA near Jennings so I live vicariously through them as a
rancher). I went to college at the University of Southwest
Louisiana (now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette)
majoring in Political Science and minoring in geography
and history. I then went to Princeton Theological Seminary
in New Jersey. Molly and I have been married 16 years.
Ours is a blended family. Together we have 5 adult children
and 4 grandchildren. “Windy” and Pam Hartzog and two

daughters live
in Covington,
Anna
Beth
Goodman
( S C A P C
member) and
husband John
live here, their
daughter Molly
Evangeline
lives in Los
Angeles,
Preston,
Molly’s youngest, joined his dad in heaven in 2006,
Anneke Stagg lives in Shreveport, and David, Andi, and
Elliott Stagg (SCAPC members) live here also.

What stands out about SCAPC that makes you
excited to be a part of the pastoral team?
SCAPC has a wonderful spectrum of personalities and
theological perspectives among her members. This is
a church of uplifting worship and active mission in the
community and beyond.
Fun Fact about yourself?
After college, I briefly owned 1/5th of a shop on
Decatur St. in the French Quarter called “Decaturation”
that sold clothes from the 1890s through the 1930s,
antique furniture on consignment, and had a small rack
of underground newspapers and student literary journals.
Hobbies/Interests?
I love to travel, to read, and to engage in a good
conversation.
What days/hours are you working?
I will be working all day on Mondays and will also be
here on Sundays.
What are your focus areas at SCAPC?
I will be working with the Congregational Care Team,
helping with the teaching ministry, occasionally preaching,
and helping out wherever else I’m needed.•
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RHINO
round-up
Our Year In Review
What a wonderful year we had here at Rebuilding Hope
In New Orleans! In our eighth year of operation, we served
a whopping 5000 meals and hosted 496 volunteers ages
13 – 62 years old from 31 states and 3 countries while they
helped build 17 houses in 8 neighborhoods, supported
adults with developmental disabilities in 19 group homes,
helped deliver meals to 300+ South Louisiana families
and agencies, worked towards educational permaculture
and childhood nutritional health in 5 community
gardens, and rebuilt hope throughout our great city. The
energy and dedication of our RHINO volunteers is truly
unmatched, and a blessing to witness. Their spirits are
a constant reminder that God’s work is alive and well in
New Orleans.
Looking Ahead to Fall
Here at the RHINO office, we know that fall brings
fresh energy and excitement as we welcome volunteers
both old and new! This fall we’ve got groups from New
Jersey, Missouri, North Carolina, and Delaware (just to
name a few) and they can’t wait to get to work spreading
God’s love and rebuilding hope with us. October brings
a promise of rejoicing in God’s blessings and creating new
memories as we take our sixth Rebuilding Hope Mission
Trip to Appalachia, host our seventh 20s/30s work
day with Habitat For Humanity, and throw our ninth
birthday celebration at Wednesday Night Out! We hope
that you will join us in one or all of these joyous occasions
as RHINO continues to evolve and grow alongside our
city.
How to Get Involved
The RHINO ministry could not continue to be the
success it is today without the support of the generous
congregation at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.
We are so thankful every day for the love and kindness you
show our volunteers – your hospitality and open hearts
are the reason they keep returning to serve Christ in the
Crescent City! Looking for a new way to get involved
with our program? We welcome you to dine with our
volunteers on Wednesdays, lead them in a tour or host a
dinner on Thursdays, and work alongside them on any
sunny afternoon installing siding and enjoying po’ boys!
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Curious about what our RHINO volunteers are up to in
real time? Check us out on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
rebuildhope) and Instagram (@rhinonola) for fun updates
and pictures of RHINOs working hard and playing hard
all over New Orleans.
…Don’t just take our word for it!
“I learned I am capable of taking on a new and daunting
challenge.” - Susquehanna University volunteer
“I gained a new understanding of joy that happens when
you give of yourself to help those less fortunate and with great
needs.” - Sarasota, FL volunteer
“If you open your heart and mind the Lord will reveal
Himself in ways you never expected. The joy of service was
such a blessing to us. The people of New Orleans are truly our
brothers – we were shown such kindness and felt so welcome
wherever we went.” – Camp RHINO leader, Cody, WY
Contact Emma Pegues, RHINO Ministry Director, at
504-897-0101 x.111 or rhino@scapc.org to get involved!

SCAPC’S NeW LOOK!
Our lovely church building finished all of its renovations, so it was time to move on to our online church presence!
Our Web and Publications Coordinator, Caitlin Wallace-Rowland, spent her first year of work here understanding
how the SCAPC congregation uses our online resources, compiling data from staff members on what they would
like to see in a new and improved site, researching other church websites, organizing and simplifying the site-map,
and implementing a whole new design. The new site went live at the end of August. Some of the new website
features include: online digital
copies of The View, a Resources
page for finding links to great
spiritual blogs, articles and
bible studies, a more complete
online calendar, and social media
integration with our new SCAPC
Facebook page! Of course we still
have all the good old information
up there about our beliefs, history,
church ministries and missions,
sermons, bulletins, and church
contact information.
Take a minute to check out our
new design at www.scapc.org.
Like our SCAPC Facebook page
at: https://www.facebook.com/
scapcnola.

SCAPC Member Milestones

Share your SCAPC member milestones with us! Send them to events@scapc.org.

BIRTHS
Ethan Alexander Decker,
son of Chris & Emily Decker
Abigail Burgess Schaefer,
daughter of Will & Lauri Anne Schaefer
Mae Cleary Tiller,
daughter of Ben & Allison Tiller
MEMBER DEATHS
Kitty O’Meallie Johnson
Mary Jane Fenner
Douglas G. Drennan
Joy Plauché

MARRIAGES
Scott Slatten & Rebecca Schoen
BAPTISMS
Sadie Ashlyn DuVernay,
daughter of Jennie Wimbish & Charles DuVernay
Madison Alexis DuVernay,
daughter of Jennie Wimbish & Charles DuVernay
John Parkhill Carrere,
son of Park & Emily Carrere
Kyle Samuel Goodson,
son of Brad & Laura Goodson
Abigail Burgess Schaefer,
daughter of Will & Lauri Anne Schaefer
Suzanne Eleanor Lanier,
daughter of Price & Lacey Lanier
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GeT INVOLVeD AT SCAPC THIS FALL
SCAPC SMALL GrOuPS:
Caregiver’s Support Group
First Monday of the Month | 12-1 pm | Church Parlor
Contact: Barry Thompson, bthomps1@tulane.edu
MOMs Group, for mothers of young children
(includes childcare)
Mondays | 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. | Challenger Classroom
Next Class: September 22nd.

Contact: Ashley Hope, 404-915-0799
PW Monthly Evening Circle & Noon Circle Bible Studies
Evening Circle Contact: Gwen Wertz, g2shuz@bellsouth.net
Noon Circle Contact: Libbie Reiss, libbiereiss@yahoo.com
20/30s PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary
Theological Study)
Usually Meets Every other Week | 6-8 p.m. | Location Varies
Contact: Genny Hagler, genny@scapc.org or join the FB group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCAPC2030/
Downtown Bible Study & Breakfast Group
Wednesday Mornings | 7 a.m. | Between the Bread Restaurant
(625 St. Charles Avenue)
Contact: John Morton, Jr., 504-451-3567.
Spiritually Hungry Women’s Study Group
Wednesdays | 12:30-1:30 p.m. | Land Building
Contact: Kelly Hostetler, 504-897-0101 x.117 or
kelly@scapc.org.
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays | 5:15 p.m. | Phifer Library
Contact: Don Frampton, 504-897-0101 x.110 or
frampton@scapc.org.
Thursday Morning Bible Study & Prayer Group
Thursday Mornings | 7 a.m. | Land Building, Riverside
Contact: Henrietta Harris, 504-737-0871 or Phil Stagg, 985732-4444.
PW Needlework Group
Thursdays | 10 a.m. - Noon | Land Building, Lakeside Parlor
Contact: Mary Ann Mott, 504-866-4424.
PW Book Club
Usually 1st Thursday of the Month | 7 p.m. | Land Building
Contact: Elizabeth Artiques, 504-756-4852.

Check out our weekly Sunday School study groups for
College and 20/30s, as well as weekly Youth programs.
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COMING uP:
9/20 | 20/30 BBQ
9/21 | Stewardship Kick-off
9/21 | Youth Confirmation Parents Meeting
9/28 | Kelly’s Farewell Reception
10/1 | Broadway Night at WNO
10/10-12 | Jr. High Fall Retreat
10/12 | 20/30s Brunch at Felipe’s
10/14 | PW Simple Elegance
10/14-18 | Rebuilding Hope Mission Trip
10/16 | 20/30s Rock-N-Bowl
10/17-19 | Challenger Class Retreat
10/22 | RHINO Birthday Party
10/23 | Senior Adults Natchez Cruise
10/25 | 20/30s RHINO Build Day
10/26 | Heritage Sunday
10/28-11/4 | Cuba Mission Trip
11/1-2 | Lupberger Lecture Series
11/2 | PW Fall Family Picnic
11/9 | 20/30s Saints Party
11/12 | Youth Sunday
11/15 | Interdenominational Habitat Build
11/27 | Thanksgiving

WNO PrOGrAMS:
9/24 | Bob Gamble, “Ukraine Mission
10/1 | Chancel Choir, “Broadway Night”
10/8 | Auseklis Ozols, “The Golden Section”
10/15 | Allison Thomas, “Pottery Demo”
10/22 | RHINO Birthday Party
10/29 | Zach Lemann, “Insectarium” &
Scottish Night
11/5 | Steven Blackmon, “Photographic Works”
11/12 | Loyola Chorale
11/19 | Bev Church, “Over the Top & Down to
Earth: Ideas for Entertaining over the
Holidays
11/26 | NO WNO -THANKSGIVING WEEK
12/3 | LIGHThouse Christmas Play &
Cajun/Creole Night
12/10 | “Shades of Praise” Gospel Choir
all programming subject to change

a farewell to Kelly...
A note from the Creative Director:
I have had the great pleasure of getting to know Kelly over the last year as I’ve worked with her as Web and
Publications Coordinator at SCAPC. I’m constantly in awe of the utter amount of care and compassion Kelly
possesses in regard to all church matters. She genuinely cares about the SCAPC congregation in all aspects of their
lives – praying for them, helping them through rough personal times, listening to their excitements and fears, being
a mentor for their spiritual well-being – Kelly really makes sure to take care of all facets of people. This is especially
evident as we work alongside each other in production of The View. She is constantly coming up with article ideas
that will help our congregation figure out situations that they are going through-- whether that be an article on
worship, aging, peace, or a bible study article she thinks would resonate with the congreagation. I will really miss
her kind and caring words, her presence, her guidance, (and also her outstanding writing and editing capabilities!).
This is a publication that wouldn’t be as strong as it is without her assistance, and I hope we can continue to do it
justice once she leaves! In honor of her departure, I asked several church members to share their thoughts on how
Kelly has impacted their lives over the course of her time here. Read what they have to say below.
-Caitlin Wallace Rowland
“I consider Kelly one of my closest friends, more like
family really, so capturing my feelings is hard to do! Kelly
is an eloquent and inspiring preacher; a warm, attentive
and kind teacher and friend. Just within the last year
I have watched her welcome, lead, and include young
college women into the family of this church each week
in the new College Women Sunday School study and
also build a magical bond within our group of women of
all ages and backgrounds in our Wednesday noon-time
‘Spiritually Hungry’ women’s discussion group. She
created each of these groups, and all involved have been
greatly enriched by her presence and example as we
constantly grow together.” -Michelle Baker
“How we will miss you, Kelly! You have touched so
many of us. Your spirituality has brought us to a deeper,
more authentic sense of God’s presence in our lives;
your prayers have helped us to articulate our own secret
yearnings; your sermons have inspired us to look for the
hand of God in the world around us; your compassion
has made us cry; your humor has made us laugh. You
have been a teacher, a counselor, and a friend. You leave
us with precious memories of time spent together, in
love.”
-Beth Poe
“When you speak to Kelly, you know that you have been
heard. Kelly listens with genuine kindness and gentleness.
She listens until you’re done talking, and then, often, she
responds by calling you both to prayer. Her faithfulness,
in good and really, really hard times, has made many of us
stronger.” -Sarah Edgecombe

“I start every single day thinking of Kelly. Every morning
at 5 am Kelly’s devotion lands in my inbox. Her beautiful
prayer that follows the devotion and scripture reading fill
my day with joy, peace and encouragement. Kelly’s gift
of writing and ability to share the Lord’s word have truly
blessed our congregation and community. Oh how I will
miss her comforting words, enchanting smile and loving
presence!”
-Aimée! Bell
“Kelly, Matt and Caedmon have been wonderful
neighbors- imagine telling the Jehovah Witnesses, “that
was my minister you just spoke to next door!” Kelly was
a beautiful breath of fresh air for SCAPC after Katrina;
she brought compassion, intelligence, wisdom, beauty
and humor to the many lives she touched. Blessings to
them in their next chapter!” -Nell Lanier
“Kelly was such a good find for our church at such a
critical time. Just like Drew Brees, she came into New
Orleans when many might question her sanity in moving
here. She enthusiastically helped with our effort to
become more of a “mission church” than we were before
Katrina. She also opened herself up to our congregation
with personal stories of faith and hardship (her brain
tumor, her miscarriage, etc.) and delivered sermons that
really made me listen. l will miss her great sermons and
her smiling face in our church. But, mostly, I will miss
her friendship (and Matthew’s as well). And, Michael
(my son) will really miss his buddy, Caedmon. Best of
luck, Hostetlers! And, when you know what it means to
miss New Orleans, you always have a home to crash in
when you visit. :)”
-Dawn Talbot

Please join us on Sunday, September 28th for a farewell reception in Kelly’s honor on her last Sunday at SCAPC.
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