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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends,
I’ve been doing some thinking about the way society commonly describes the work of doctors and lawyers…as a “practice.” Lawyers have a law “practice” and doctors are involved
in the “practice” of medicine. Though we don’t use the same
terminology for the ministry, we probably should…if in fact the
word “practice” suggests a faithful and diligent effort never fully
perfected if not ever fully accomplished.
Each day we ministers, in response to God’s call, do our best
to adhere to that call by preaching, teaching, and providing pastoral care. Never “there,” we are always “getting there,” constantly learning, adjusting, revising, adapting. Ask any parish
minister and he or she will tell you that the best education is received at the hands of the congregation.
And, despite the fact that I have been with you now for nearly 18 years, I am still learning from you
about how to be a better minister!
This summer we have the unique opportunity to be a teaching congregation for two very special
young people, Elinor Dale and Alex Cornell. Elinor and Alex are serving SCAPC as seminary interns,
the first such interns we have had since Ted Dougherty (2001-2002). Unlike Ted, however, they are
doing more than youth ministry. In fact, they are involved in the whole range of pastoral ministry,
preaching, teaching, visiting, and everything else that pastors do in a busy church like ours. I can
promise you that each moment will be a learning experience for them as provided by the congregation
and through various constituent groups in the church.
I hope you will take seriously your role as teacher for these fine young adults. If you do, they will
look back on this summer with appreciation for this immersion in the “practice” of ministry.
Faithfully,
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nolA 101: The rHino requirement
By Avery Strada
Imagine being required to go on a trip with your
school. You may or may not get the choice of the
destination…but wherever you go, you’ll serve that
community. You might not know anyone else going, but you will spend two weeks with them. You
will immerse yourselves in the culture of that city,
work together and live together. Phew! Sounds like
a challenging experience…but hopefully one that
would open your eyes to something new and different.
RHINO just welcomed students doing exactly
that. Thirty students from Susquehanna University joined us for two weeks this May. During their time here, I saw each of them struggle,
whether physically or emotionally, day to day.
They all have a story of how they arrived on this
trip and what they thought it would be like versus
what it was really like. I had the joy of getting to
know them and hear a few of their stories. They
taught me a lot…and reminded me of why this
city is so wonderful.
Two young men in the group took a walk during lunch one day and got into a conversation
with a neighbor on Eagle Street. The neighbor
let the men know there was an elderly lady who
needed a porch railing built. So, they immediately

Above: Lots of hands make lighter work. These students work to get the
nailing patterns just right. Below: Helping neighbors around the worksite proved to be rewarding for these students. Here they take a break to
visit with “Mama.”

went back and asked the Habitat for Humanity foreman if they could do it, with scraps from the work
site. Of course, the answer was “yes!” Over the next
couple of days, these men built this lady her handrail…totally out of love. As I visited with them one
afternoon while they were painting the handrail, I
learned a lot about them and their experience here in
New Orleans. Ryan and John were their names and
they both had a great story. Neither of them wanted
to come to New Orleans, rather they had selected an
international trip as their first choice. However, now
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they realized, this is where they were meant to be.
Ryan said, “I just never knew there was such a need
in the United States…why I thought I needed to go
abroad to serve people, I’ll never know. But I am
glad I ended up here.” As I watch them paint, I am
blown away by the friendship they’ve created with
one another and with the homeowner and neighbors. They laughed as they painted, and greeted the
homeowner with “Hey Mama” as she steps on the
porch to admire their work. They asked about “little
brother” and when he’ll come out to visit. These men
have found their place…their community. I start to
chat with “Mama” and she starts to tear up, telling
Siding proves to be a tedious task making sure every measurement is
me that “she’s never had anyone do something this
right and each piece is leveled.
nice for her, just out of kindness.” Both of these men
feel that they haven’t ever had the opportunity to uation credit at Susquehanna.
do something like this before. John reflects on his
Susquehanna has come to work with RHINO a
trip, saying “I have learned so much from the people total of 17 times and will return again this year for a
in this city. There’s such a sense of community and new Winter trip. Thanks to those students who have
everyone is there for each other and are so passion- come and will come in the future!
ate about life.” Ryan chimes in to
As we look back on our 6th
add how the culture of New Oryear of rebuilding, RHINO is
“I have learned so much grateful for the continued dedileans has been eye opening and it’s
from the people in this cation of all our volunteers and
amazing for him to see so many
different people and things to
city. There’s such a sense their interest in our program
experience in one city…but still
and rebuilding New Orleans.
of community and ev- If you have not checked out
everyone seems to be friendly to
eryone is there for each the incredible progress being
everyone, like they’re all on life’s
journey together. As they fin- other and are so passion- made by these groups, visit the
ished painting Mama’s handrail,
RHINO website to see pictures
ate about life.”
said their goodbyes and headed
and read about their experiencback to the Habitat worksite, it’s
es here. And thank YOU, the
apparent their outlook on life. Whether putting up
members of SCAPC who continue to support this
siding or preparing the attic for insulation on a Habi- important ministry.
tat home…or just doing a simple act of kindness for
a neighbor…I think they left a little different from
Want to get involved with rHino? There are
when they arrived. A little more understanding of
many ways to do so…
life. A little more grateful. A lot more ready to take
 Come out and work alongside our volunteers on a
on the world. What could rebuilding New Orleans
Saturday morning
look like if every person who came left with this feel Bring snacks to the worksite and visit with our
ing and understanding?
volunteers
For the past six years, this is exactly what Susque Host a RHINO group for dinner
hanna University students have been doing. It all
 Be a RHINO tour guide and show our volunteers
started as a “Hurricane Relief Trip” and has continuaround New Orleans
ally added new pieces to fulfill a newly required gradSummer 2012 | 5

Make Today a Better Day
by Mary Dawn Pugh
In New Orleans, where heartbreaking headlines of violence seem all too common, it’s
easy to feel that an individual may not make
a difference. But whether you follow the example of Jesus himself, who commands us to
love our neighbors as ourselves, or greats like
Mother Teresa, who see the nobility in doing
small things with great love, it seems necessary for each of us to act now to make our city
better.
I feel blessed to serve on SCAPC’s Community Ministry Committee, which allows
members to serve New Orleans in tangible
ways. If you want to begin your service journey this summer, allow Community Ministry
to connect you to the homeless ministry at
First Presbyterian, where you can work firsthand with those in need. Help organize, clean,
and ready eden House, an organization serving women who have been victims of sexual
traﬃcking, to welcome its first residents. The
Uptown Shepherd Center would love to have
you spend time with the elderly who enjoy
its programs. Serve breakfast to the homeless
once a month at Crescent City Café. This fall,
tutor through STAir or the GeD program,
or go to the new orleans Mission to serve
lunch.
And if that’s not enough, our Community
Ministry members continue to let us know
of things like the Color A Smile Program,
which distributes pictures that you (or your
kids!) have colored to nursing homes, Meals
on Wheels Programs, the military, and senior
citizens all across the country. What a great
way to get kids involved with volunteering!
No time, but have desire? Avery Strada
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needs snacks brought for Camp RHINO volunteers. Or, consider donating school supplies
to the Youth Empowerment Program, which
serves youth in the Afterschool Enrichment
Program, the New Orleans Providing Literacy
to All Youth (NOPLAY) Mentoring Program
(ages 8-16), and The Village Program (GED
instruction 5 days a week and supportive services provided by a Village Social Worker and
Youth Advocate), among others. The donations are needed for its new educational facility on Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard.
Amazing opportunities to serve in New
Orleans exist, and the Community Ministry
Committee would love to steer you towards
opportunities that match your passion. As pioneering anthropologist Margaret Mead noted,
“[n]ever doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has.”
Contact Mary Dawn Pugh to find information for listed ministries, or for donations
needed for YEP... or about service through St.
Charles in general.

20/30’s Match
Made in Heaven
by Lee Anne Trichel
On Sunday, May 20th, the 20/30s hosted the annual Match Made in Heaven Golf Tournament at Audubon Golf Course. It was a sunny warm spring day,
and Audubon Park was hopping with family picnics,
crawfish boils, and other fun park activities. Thirteen
20/30s joined the Audubon fun with clubs in hands
and cleats on feet. The tournament was a scramble
consisting of three teams of golfers competing for the
prize of personalized Match Made in Heaven logo
golf balls. It was a tight match through eighteen
holes, with each team within one stroke of the others. At the end of eighteen holes, two teams were tied
at five under par, and in the end we were all winners
and each took home our own logo Match Made in
Heaven golf balls. The match also included a prize for
closest to the pin and longest drive. Prizes were given
out to the player with the closest to the pin and the
longest drive. The day was filled with laughter, bonding with new and old friends, exceptional and not so
exceptional golfing moments, an almost hole in one,
and all around fun. Thanks to Andy Fox, who organized the event and to Kelley McWhirter for providing the personalized prize balls.
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SCAPC brings living Waters to our
Partner Church el Fuerte in Cuba
by Kate Elkins
On May 9, a team
from St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian
Church and members of El Fuerte
Presbyterian Church
in Cardenas, Cuba
dedicated a Living Waters for the
World
treatment
system at El Fuerte.
The journey began a
year ago when a mission group from St.
Charles tested the
water at El Fuerte
and found high levels
Clean water for all God’s children
of bacteria. The joyfication system, we brought toys, books and medicine
ful conclusion of the
journey included a dedication service and this prayer for the Neurological Center for Children, and Bible
studies, clean water educational materials, sheets and
led by Rev. Miguel Perez Coca: “We thank you and
exalt your name, for this purifying system that we in- towels for the members of El Fuerte.
On Sunday morning, we worshipped with memaugurate here today. We look with hope for a better
future and for the St. Charles Church and El Fuerte bers of the El Fuerte Church. Rev. Coca noted that
we were in the month of May, the month of flowto always be together.” The final triumphant moment came when members of El Fuerte lined up to ers and families, and how wonderful that we could
take home their bottles of pure, clean water. Hal- celebrate together twenty-five years of relationship
between our two churches. In his sermon, “The True
lelujah!
Disciples,” based on the scripture from John 15:1-8,
Laura St. Clair planned the trip and was assisted
by Wes Alden and his team of engineers: Thomas Rev. Coca described a love-based community, saying, “The love of a community is a dynamic love.
Favrot, Jerry Goode (a Living Waters instructor) and
Gary Elkins; Ann Van Horn and her education team: It spreads out and goes far beyond the limits of the
community.” Certainly, the members of our team rePam DeLaureal, Janet Favrot, Ashley Steele, and Kate
ceived a bounty of love from our church friends at El
Elkins, and Living Waters founder Wil Howie. We
arrived in Cardenas on Saturday, May 5, toting al- Fuerte, and also from the members of Juan G. Hall
most 1000 pounds of luggage, tools, pipe, pumps, and Dora E. Valentin churches.
filters and equipment. In addition to the water puri-
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In the process of installing the Living Waters sysOn the way back to Havana, we stopped at the
tem, and teaching the members of the church about Seminary in Matanzas. Our guide was Daniel Monthe need for clean water, we built new friendships. toya, a professor who teaches Revelation and the
On Monday night, the members of the three area
Gospel of John. Daniel’s description of the Christian
churches – Dora E. Valentin
life during the upheaval that
in Varadero, Juan G. Hall, and
followed the Cuban revolution
El Fuerte - presented an unfor- “The love of a community is was compelling. He explained
gettable evening of entertainthe model of a theology of sura
dynamic
love.
It
spreads
ment as talented musicians
vival that evolved: “It was one
out and goes far beyond the of wandering in the desert.
and dancers performed for us.
During our stay in CardeWhy? In the desert you keep
limits of the community.”
nas, we visited the Neurologiwalking, you live by the grace
cal Center for Children, where
of God, you depend on manna
we presented the doctors with medicine, and develfrom heaven, and at the end of the wandering is a
opmental toys and books for the children. Medicines Utopia, the Promised Land.” And the embargo by
are in short supply in Cuba, so the doctors were hap- the United States that remains in place today? Propy and grateful for our gifts.
fessor Montoya noted, “The embargo is not only for
Rev. Joel Dopico, Pastor of Dora E. Valentin PresCuba, it is for you. What a pity more Americans do
byterian Church at Varadero, where we spent two not know the Christians in Cuba.”
nights, accompanied us throughout the week. DopOur time in Cuba ended with a stay at the lovely
ico, as he is called, is an amazing man, talented in and peaceful Convento de Santa Brigida y Madre Isathe art of connecting people and making things hap- bel in Havana. Havana! An amazing city of beautipen. Through Dopico we were introduced to Darful architecture and stark contrasts - - old and new
lin, a young woman who touched us with her gifted
and the full economic spectrum down to the poorsinging voice and her commitment to her church.
est of the poor. And, of course, the cars! IncredYoel, the gracious man who was our bus driver for
ible to see the candy colored 1950’s cars – Chevys,
the week, is first and foremost a farmer. Yoel farms
Fords, Buicks, Pontiacs. We ended our visit with
the land that belonged to his father and grandfather,
dinner at the Hotel Nacional de Cuba. We sat on
and he described to us the strict regulations govern
the veranda of the hotel, enjoying the breezes comhis farm activities. And finally, there was Carley, a ing off the turquoise water, and reflected on our time
talented young man who is a guitarist, and who is
in Cuba. We all agreed that Cuba has stolen our
blind. We were able to present Carley with a walking hearts. To get involved and join a mission team, contact
stick on this trip.
Laura St. Clair at laura.st.clair@gmail.com.

Left: Our children of El Fuerte learning scripture and hygiene lessons; Center: Our Cuban engineering team at El Fuerte;
Right: Living Waters system at El Fuerte providing clean water for 250 families.
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Getting to Know our Summer interns
by Rene Peck
SCAPC interns Alex Cornell and Elinor Dale hit
the ground running upon arrival in New Orleans at
the end of May. The two seminary students dove into
Vacation Bible School, are leading worship and evening programs at Camp RHINO, will each preach
twice over the summer and will each go along on
a youth trip, Alex to Mo Ranch with the middleschoolers, Elinor to Montreat with the high-school
kids.
In short, until their departure in mid-August, their
duties will include “everything,” says Alex with a
laugh.
And that’s just what the two wanted when they
chose St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian for intensive
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summer internships.
“I walked into an on-campus interview with Don
Frampton and we started talking,” says Elinor, who
just
completed
her
first year at
Columbia
Theological Seminary
in Georgia.
“ Fo r t y - f i v e
minutes later,
I knew where
I wanted to be

this summer. It’s such a hands-on place – I just
felt it was meant to be.”
That was partly because Elinor traveled to
Cuba on a 2008 mission trip, and stayed in the
Varadero church of Joel Ortega Dopico – a stop
the SCAPC Cuba groups make on every trip to
Cuba.
“I looked at the SCAPC website, and there
was a little video with members talking about
the church,” recalls Elinor. “Everyone in it
seemed to love being here and doing things –
and then I found out they go to Cuba, too!”
SCAPC missions drew Alex as well -- espeAbove: Elinor serving at Magnolia School with Camp RHINO
cially the RHINO program.
Bottom Left: Alex helping a VBS Camper get ready to climb the rock wall
“I’m passionate about urban ministry,” says the
youth director, came down in 2006 on a post-Katrina
Georgia native. “I’ve had a life with privileges,
mission trip, but spent most of her time inside gutted
and I’ve always wanted to find ways that those of us who
houses. About the same time, Alex detoured off I-10 on
have more can help those with less.”
Alex, who has just finished his second year at Aus- a drive from Atlanta to his college in San Antonio, and
was amazed at the extent of the hurricane’s devastation.
tin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, spent a year in
“Now that I’m here I want to learn about Katrina, and
Lima, Peru, working with a pair of churches, including
how people were affected,” says Elinor.
a host site for the children’s organiza“I’ve started reading (Chris Rose’s) ‘1
tion Compassion International, and
Dead in Attic’ and it’s incredible.”
another year in Los Angeles working
“I’ve had a life with
Alex, who currently has John Barry’s
with the homeless.
privileges, and I’ve
“Rising Tide” on his bedside table,
He discovered SCAPC on a trip to
always
wanted
to
fi
nd
agrees. “As a college sociology major,
New Orleans with his mother, Mary
ways
that
those
of
us
Katrina interested me. As someone
Jane Cornell, currently the interim
who have more can
who studied race and class, I’m curious
pastor at First Presbyterian Church of
Hammond and a seminary classmate
help those with less.” about how the storm exposed those
of Don Frampton.
~ Alex Cornell factors.”
In addition to mission and ministry,
“We went to lunch with Don and
the two interns hope to get to know
we talked about the church, and I
learned they were looking for interns,” Alex says. “I the SCAPC community over their summer in New Orleans.
wanted to make a difference and felt I could do it here.”
“I hope to really be able to form relationships with
Both Alex and Elinor are pastors’ kids – his mom, her
dad – and lifelong Presbyterians. Neither had more than people here,” Alex says. “Please tell people not to be shy,
a passing acquaintance with New Orleans before arriving to give us feedback. This is a learning experience.”
“I hope the congregation will help us with that,” agrees
at SCAPC.
Elinor. “Tell everyone to wear name tags.”
Elinor, who worked for two years after college as a

(continued on next page)
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SCAPC Interns (continued)
Alex Cornell

Elinor Dale

From
Decatur, Georgia
College
Trinity University, San
Antonio, major in sociology, minor in Spanish
Post-grad
Through a PC-USA Young Adult Volnteer
Program, spent a year in Lima, Peru, living with
a host family and working with two churches;
then spent a year in Los Angeles, working with
the homeless
Currently
Will start his third and final year at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Austin,
Texas, in the fall
Hopes to
Become the solo pastor of a small church, or
the assistant pastor of a civically engaged church
with a strong urban ministry
SCAPC is
Biggest church he’s ever worked in (prior to
this, was in a church of 400)

From
“All over – I was a
preacher’s kid. But I call
Raleigh, N.C. home”
College
Meredith College,
Raleigh, N.C., double major in political science
with a concentration in law and justice and
Spanish, minor in ethics
So why is she not a lawyer?
“I got a job in a church after college and it
stuck.”
Post-Grad
Two years as a youth minister
Currently
Will start her second year at Columbia
Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., in the fall
Hopes to
Start her ministry as an associate pastor for
families or young adults, or both!
SCAPC is
The smallest church she’s ever worked in (her
home congregation has 4,000 on the rolls)

Alex hanging out with students on their way
to Mo Ranch for Junior High Jubilee.
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Elinor on site at Habitat for Humanity
cutting siding with a home owner.

SCAPC Member Milestones

Share your SCAPC member milestones with us! Send them to events@scapc.org.
BirTHS
Ellis Hayden Banta,
son of Ben & Kathleen Banta
Emma Shaw Edgecombe,
daughter of John & Lacy Edgecombe
Thomas Cameron Gilly,
son of Cameron & Katie Gilly
Mackenzie Laurel Johnson,
daughter of Brad & Katherine Johnson
Lola Rose Khan,
daughter of Zia & Traci Khan
Charles Edward Laudumiey,
son of Kate & Pierre Laudumiey
Kayla Jane Norwood,
daughter of Ben & Rebecca Norwood
Claude Walker Roth,
son of Richard & Mary Martin Roth
John Linfield Smallpage,
son of John & Rebecca Smallpage
Leighton Miles Smith,
daughter of Philip & Jennifer Favrot Smith
William Conery Van Horn,
son of Woody & Betsy Van Horn

20/30’s Annual
Crawfish Boil
by Andy Fox

BAPTiSMS
Sophia Gray Curry,
daughter of Dan & Rebecca Curry
Mackenzie Laurel Johnson,
daughter of Brad & Katherine Johnson
Charles Edward Laudumiey,
son of Pierre & Kate Laudumiey
Charlotte Ansley Marshall
daughter of Carter & Ansley Marshall
Leighton Miles Smith,
daughter of Philip & Jennifer Favrot Smith
MArriAGeS
Geoffrey Elkins married to Caithlyn Scott
Doug Prechter married to Allison Hammond
MeMBer DeATHS
Mr. Robert W. Cannon
Dr. Joseph E. Gordon
Mr. Donald A. Hoffman
Ms. Dorothy J. Marchal
Mr. James P. Schwartz

In May of 2012, the 20/30 Young Adult Ministry held its annual crawfish boil. Chefs Bobby Segal
and Mike Pugh did not disappoint with nearly onehundred and twenty pounds of the wonderfully delicious crustaceans. Thirty of our young adults were
able to join together in fellowship, making connections, building friendships, and sharing life together.
If you were not able to join us in May, be sure to
look for future opportunities to gather with the awesome 20/30 group!
www.scapc.org/2030
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STAir Graduates
Celebrate reading
Success!
by Sara W. Woodard
This past Spring more than 250 public elementary school children graduated from STAIR at the
after-school program’s 28 tutoring sites located
around the city. Start the Adventure in Reading
(STAIR), which began as a Presbyterian educational outreach program in 1985, is led by a strong
all-volunteer Board of Directors and Advisory
Council, staffed by qualified literacy administrators, and endowed with a volunteer force of more
than 350 trained community individuals.
A non-profit organization, STAIR provides free
one-on-one after school tutoring in reading and
language skills to at-risk public elementary school
students as well as literacy support to family members. The program serves students from 30+ public elementary schools in Orleans, Jefferson and
Plaquemines Parishes.
The STAIR Program enters the child’s life early,
providing one-on-one tutoring over the course of
a year using volunteer tutors to get the children
back on track, to help them succeed rather than
fail, and to nurture an enthusiasm for school and
the learning process.
Each fall, STAIR collaborates with school principals, teachers and parents from participating
schools to identify the students who can most benefit from its tutoring services. Once enrolled in
the STAIR program, each student is paired with a
volunteer tutor, which STAIR has recruited from

STAIR Site Director, Melissa Luer, prepares her students for
graduation at the Monday - Wednesday STAIR site at SCAPC.

the community and trained, to work on reading
and language skills throughout the entire school
year. Students meet with their tutors after school
two days a week or on Saturday mornings for three
hours of reading instruction and activities. Using
STAIR’s professionally-designed curriculum, they
read together, play word games, and write stories.
STAIR supplies curriculum workbooks, school
supplies, new books, dictionaries, healthy snacks,
and trained site directors to lend supervision and
qualified help. At multiple sites, bus transportation
is provided in order to serve those children who
cannot attend otherwise. The STAIR program provides all services at no charge to the students, their
families or the schools.
Test scores and other evaluation methods show
that the STAIR program works! For the 20102011 school year, on average, STAIR students’
scores in Oral Reading Fluency increased more
than 100%! STAIR expects to see similar results
for the 2011-2012 school year. Additionally, of
the STAIR parents who completed surveys this
past year, 100% reported that their children’s reading skills had improved, 95% said their children
were more interested in reading, and 76% said that
helpful tutors made the difference.

For more information on STAIR,
check out www.stairnola.org
or like us on Facebook.
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Vacation Bible School
by Michele Murphy
The first week of June the church was transformed
into an island oasis. We hosted 90 campers, 30 youth
volunteers and 30 adult volunteers at Vacation Bible
School. “Adventures on Promise Island” was a program showing kids the powerful, unchanging promises of God. Each day the children learned to look
for God at work in the lives of Old and New Testament characters and realized that God’s promises are
for them, too.
We started our time each day with the story of two
siblings, with the help of their island guide, learning
that they can trust God to be with them at all times.
The campers then went to five different rotations
to further explore the story of the day. The youth
volunteers in the church were incredible this week!
They worked with the groups and rotation leaders
and took an active role in teaching. To further enhance the youth’s experiences this week, each day a
group of youth volunteers went to Magnolia School
on River Road. Founded in 1935, The Magnolia
School is a private 501(c)3 non-profit organization
providing support to adults with intellectual and other developmental disabilities. Our volunteers toured
the campus and assisted in resident activities.
Some of the highlights of the week were the ever
popular snowball stand on Monday and the rock
wall on Tuesday. Each day had a different theme
and crazy hair is always a favorite! We ended the
week with a closing reception and luncheon for
friends and family.
Though the construction caused some scheduling problems, the week went off smoothly thanks
mainly to all of the parents and grandparents that
shared their time and talents with the group. Alex
Cornell and Elinor Dale, our summer pastoral
interns who arrived just a few days before the start
of VBS, jumped into leading the recreation and
Bible stories and did an amazing job!! Thanks
go out to the Coordinating Team of Aggie Bell,
Becka Curry, Betty Hope, Jennifer Foss, Ellen
Brandao and Jessica Bachmann.
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Pardon our renovation, Part 4….
renovation Update
By Michael Bell and Wayne Willcox
We have met the renovation, and it is us!
There are a lot of new words being used
around the Church premises these days,
like “sheetrock,” “diffusers,” “plenum,” “Ibeam,” “cased opening,” and perhaps our
favorite, “change order.” But these are all
signs of our busy renovation making a huge
amount of progress according to plan. The
contractors have been very busy both inside
and outside of the first floor of the Education Building as we have reached the halfway point in the job. All of the demolition
work has been finished, and the rough-in
for the plumbing and the framing for the
walls and ceilings are nearly complete. The
coffered ceiling for the Fellowship Hall has been built
and lighting fixtures have been ordered. These renovations will result in beautiful new facilities that will
help us further the mission of our church.
SCHEDULE
Our goal is to have the classrooms available for
Nursery School use by Labor Day, while the Fellowship Hall, rest rooms and kitchen would be available
for our use shortly thereafter. Simultaneously, we ex-

Fellowship Hall
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Garden with Columbarium

pect the garden with columbarium to be completed in
the same timeframe.
Once these facilities are available for use, access to
the second and third floors via the freight elevator and
rear stairwell will be shifted from the path through
the old chapel and the sanctuary to a temporary passageway leading from the old chapel entrance doorway straight through the Fellowship Hall. The second
phase of the project will then commence the conversion of the old chapel into the library, the completion
of the new chapel at the corner of State and Benjamin
Streets, and the renovation of the remaining
spaces along the State Street side of the building. The final completion date for this second
and final phase is expected to be later in the
fall.
As soon as Fellowship Hall, the kitchen and
the adult rest rooms are available, Session and
other meetings, including the all-important
Sunday morning coffee hour, will be allowed
to reconvene in Fellowship Hall.

THE NEW FACILITIES
In the previous issue of the VIEW, we told you
about our plans for the new outdoor garden with
columbarium. In this issue, we
would like to tell you about the
general progress of the renovation.
Nearly all of the walls and ceilings on the first floor have been
framed with steel supports, and
most of them now also have sheetrock on them. The Fellowship
Hall has a new coffered ceiling
that will enhance the warmth of
the room. In addition, this room
will be equipped with a state-ofthe-art sound and projection system that will enable a variety of
audio-visual scenarios.
The stained glass windows in
the new chapel are being designed

and made by a local Louisiana artist named Steven Wilson. Noted for his talent in using vibrant
colors in glass, Steve has worked with the design
committee on arriving at a theme for the windows
that will be special to SCAPC. It will follow that
of creation in the book of Genesis, with a particular emphasis on reflecting the local flora and fauna
of Louisiana.
The classrooms will have new tile floors, new
air conditioning and new bathrooms, and one of
them will incorporate the “Christ the Teacher”
stained glass window from the old chapel into
its window array. The new men’s and women’s
rest rooms will have new tile floors and walls and
be a significant improvement over our previous
accommodations. With a new oﬃce elevator, a
widened hallway outside of the new chapel with
attractive display cases, and new air conditioning
in the kitchen, we will be ready for a new season
at SCAPC!
In the garden, attractive landscaping
will complement the columbarium area
with granite pavers and a fountain element that will provide a peaceful place to
congregate, whether for memorial services
or simply after church services.
We are grateful to the great many of you
who have provided support for this project
in many different ways, and we are excited
about the improvements that are about to
enhance our facilities in 2012. Stay tuned!

Above: Chapel - South View
Right: Chapel - West View

For more photos of the
renovation, be sure to visit
www.scapc.org/renovation and
click on the photo gallery.

Summer 2012 | 17

Around and About…
With Presbyterian Women
By Jeanie Clinton, PW Moderator
The spring months are usually a quiet time, aside
from our monthly Bible Study classes, for Presbyterian Women, but 2012 was the exception to that
rule as we postponed our Simple Elegance social
gathering to March this year. Usually held in the
fall, we opted for a spring celebration at the lovely
Metairie home of Libbie Reiss. Kyle Focht, Harrison Frampton and Bobby Segal greeted our ladies
in the exquisitely trimmed candlelit gardens for
an hour of visiting and reminiscing before we sat
down to a delectable menu fit for royalty which was
hosted once again, by our gracious and charming
co-chairs, Cecile Hardy and Lilla Wright.
Palm Sunday is a celebratory day for children as
they march down the church aisle holding upright
their green fronds. Kudos to Claire Webb for reviving a once cherished tradition played out on Darryl
and Louellen Berger’s front lawn where Presbyterian
Women hosted the annual Easter Egg Hunt for the
children of the congregation. It is amazing how
much quicker the boys are than the girls in grab-

bing up these eggs,
some
observed!
Our youngest ladies
and future Presbyterian Women will
pick up a single egg
and marvel at its
beauty and artwork,
while the youngest
gentlemen will have
scooped up six more
in the same amount
of time. Too funny
to behold! Much to
the delight of all the children as well as the adults,
we enjoyed glorious weather, lemonade, cupcakes
and tea sandwiches after the Palm Sunday treat of
music by the Chancel Choir and Orchestra. We
are so lucky to have Stephen Blackmon as our musical wizard. It was a memorable Presbyterian day
from start to finish.
And as an end-note to
the spring’s activities, our
much admired and respected
mentor, Kathy Randall was
awarded the Gold Lifetime
Membership in Presbyterian
Women on May 6th. This is
the highest honor bestowed
upon our members and
Kathy is a most deserving
recipient. She has worked
diligently and devotedly
for years through the ranks

Back row, left to right: Kate Elkins, Askala Harris, Jeanie Clinton, Beth Kohnke, Barbara
Bush, Kate Prechter, Kathy Randall; Front row, left to right: Mary Monsted, Julie Graybill,
Ann Van Horn, Gwen Wertz, Pat Rosamond, Mikell Johnson, Elizabeth McGough
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Indeed, we are blessed to have
a church-full of extraordinary
and interesting women here at
St. Charles and we look forward
to a great new year. We installed
our new oﬃcers on June 17th
and have a plethora of activities
planned for the fall, including a
new event, a PW sponsored family picnic in Danneel Park in October. Watch the church calendar for details. And, as always, if
you’re a female at SCAPC, you’re
also a PW… so know you’re invited to participate in any of our
activities and we’re always looking to get to know you better.
Children and adults the First Annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by
the Presbyterian Women.

of Presbyterian Women here at SCAPC, in the
Presbytery and Synod as well as at the national
level. Kathy has been a leader of the PW churchwide coordinating team, chaired the committee
on Leadership, chaired the hospitality committee
at the last world-wide Gathering and will chair
the whole kit and caboodle this year, where St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church will send an
unprecedented delegation of ten women to attend
this world-wide leadership conference. Ann Ferguson, Program Coordinator for PW church-wide
in Louisville travelled to New Orleans to join me
in bestowing this coveted designation on Kathy.
Mary DeWitt Dukes and Ann Van Horn worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to make it all happen.
We are truly blessed to have such an extraordinary
leader as Kathy Randall in our midst!

Left to right: Courtney Frankowski, Mary Langlois, Martha Beveridge, Rev. Janice Catron, Jeanie Clinton, Kathy
Randall

For more about the activities and getting involved with PW,
be sure to visit www.scapc.org/pw.
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St. Charles Avenue

presbyterian church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118
Online at www.scapc.org.

Starting Sunday
September 9
9:30 – 10:15 a.m.

The Children’s Christian Education Team announces the
Kickoff of our new Bible Adventure Children’s Sunday school program.
Grow, Proclaim, Serve! Grow Your Faith by Leaps and Bounds.
This program incorporates Bible stories, activities, crafts, media, and games into a full faith experience for children. With Grow, Proclaim, Serve! children will develop the skills to unlock the Bible
message and grow their faith by leaps and bounds.
Students 3 years old – 3rd grade are encouraged to participate.

