

















gardening and nutrition. From a
report made by the school princi-
pal to neighborhood associations
on how successful the gardens were
rooted (pun intended), the idea of
a community/school yard garden
grew. The community garden was
designed with input from school
leaders and community residents.
James Weldon Johnson School was
chosen as the site to build the gar-
den.

Megan Burns, a graduate stu-
dent at Tulane, began volunteer-
ing with James Weldon Johnson
about the time Mary DeWitt did.
Both these ladies spearheaded the
community garden project. With
grants received from Soldiers of
Love (John Wade, SCAPC mem-
ber), Tulane University for a water
retention system and Keep Loui-
siana Beautiful, they were able
to obtain many resources needed
to build the garden. Other lo-
cal businesses contributing along
the way are Jacques-Imos, Bayou
Trees, Oak Street Café, Coca Cola
Company and Parkway Partners.

“I planted everything.

I love it because it’s fun
to plant and I like to

eat strawberries,

tomatoes, cucumbers

and beans.”

Mary  DeWitt
and Megan sched-
uled the first vol-
unteer  workday
in December to
plant trees along
the street where
the garden is. On
the next workdays

in February and

April,  volunteers
filled all the raised
beds that were

erected with soil,
constructed  plat-
forms for setting
the water retention
barrels, and set barrels on the plat-
forms and plumbed them together
into a water retention system. Vol-
unteers came from St. Charles Ave.
Presbyterian, Tulane University,
Johnson parents and the surround-
ing neighborhood.

This past May, Mary DeWitt ac-
companied the school’s children
on an invitational trip to the Gov-
ernor's Mansion to plant a but-
The horticulturist
that
it was the only group

of children he had seen
that actually knew how

terfly garden.
there commented

to plant and who were
more interested in plant-
ing than eating. 'The
children would not stop
until all the plants were

properly planted.
What else is left to do?

lvory Ballard

Show of the newest batch of strawberries from Paige
Jefferson, Tiara Langston and Eric Tyler’s class.

The balance of the summer will
be spent keeping all plants alive in
the midst of drought. After our
workday in April, Catholic Chari-
ties completed assembling the re-
mainder of the raised beds and will
build the compost bin. The beds
will need to be filled with soil but
that will happen in cooler weath-
er. The compost bins will be used
once school starts again. So there
will be volunteer opportunities at
least until year’s end.

Mary DeWitt is proud of and
impressed with the kids. Her first
gardeners are going into the fourth
grade. They are planting at home
and sharing what they are learn-
ing. 'The teachers and neighbors
are also beginning to grow vegeta-
bles and flowers. With the help of
Parkway Partners, we plan to have
tree plantings around the neigh-

borhood.

If you would like to get involved with this project

or others like it, please contact the church office at
events@scapc.org or (504) 897-0101.

All photos taken by Elior Kamenitz of The Times-Picayune
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Cuba Mission Trip

by Janet and Thomas Favrot

There are three parts to this sum-
mary of our recent trip to Cuba:
what we saw; what we found; and
what we learned.

WE SAW

Since we had never been to Cuba,
we were quite unsure as to what to
expect. Upon landing in Havana
many passengers with a Cuban con-
nection began cheering. As we de-
parted customs we saw families that
had been patiently waiting for their
loved ones to walk outand upon see-
ing them crying and hugging them.
Our bus driver (Yoel Santiago) was
waiting for our group of seven and
after loading 16 huge suitcases plus
carry-ons onto the bus we departed
for our 2 hour drive to Varadero.
Our first impression of the country
was that it was a very poor country,
but an unbelievable country.

When we arrived at the church
where we were staying we were
greeted with open arms by their
pastor (Joel Dopico) and several

church members. Dinner was sim-

ple but elegant and we had a chance
to visit with our new friends. We
must note that neither of us was
able to speak or understand Span-
ish, but we were able to communi-
cate.

The next morning we piled into
the bus and were off to visit several
sites and people. We went to a lit-
tle league field and met with their
coach. The field was nothing more
than a dried up piece of ground
with 4 dirt mounds for bases. We
had brought some baseball uni-
forms, gloves, bats, and balls with
us for them and the coach was so
appreciative that he gave us a box
of mangos from his garden as a gift.
We inquired if there was anything
that the team needed, and he said it
would be nice if they could acquire
some bases. They are on their way
to him!

Our next stop was to another
church, where we met Carli, a
young blind man (blind since birth)
who sang, played the guitar, and
drums. Unfortunately he did not
own any drum sticks and played the

drums with 2 Bic ink pens. When
we asked him if there was anything
that he needed, he replied, “a set of
drumsticks would be nice”; they are
also on their way to him.

We met Melanie, a precious
blind 4 year old girl whose mother
abandoned her, and she was be-
ing raised by her grandparents in a
shack.  This child had absolutely
no form of a normal childhood
nor any form of possessions that a
child deserves. After talking to Joel
Dopico we came up with the idea
of getting her a portable CD player
with speakers, and children’s music;
it’s also on its way. Continuing our
ride through this cluster of shacks
we saw a young boy taking a bath
in a 5 gallon bucket.

The next day we headed to Carde-
nas to El Fuerte, a church that
SCAPC has supported for over 20
years, where we were again warmly
received. One of our first stops was
to a neurological hospital, where
the director was overjoyed with the
significant amount of medical sup-
plies that they had previously re-
quested us to bring, and we kept our
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promise. We toured the hospital
and saw total parent participation
with their children, with a staff that
was completely dedicated to their
job.

We went to a children’s mission
that SCAPC also supports. This
mission was located in the back
yard of one of the families in this

This back-

yard mission consisted of a slab,

small cluster of homes.

with a metal roof, and 50 plastic
chairs. We were treated to a mu-
sic program by the children as well
having the opportunity to interact
with their parents. It was truly a
memorable evening.

Back at El Fuerte we had brought
water testing equipment to check
the purity of their well. The water
from the well came out perfectly
clear, but upon testing it the water
turned black, which showed major
bacterial problems with their
water supply. We know that this
is not an isolated occurrence in
Cuba. Even though local resi-
dents have built a resistance to
some of the parasites in the wa-
ter, several children were actual-
ly in the hospital suffering from
the effects of drinking the water.

It is our goal to pursue the pos-
sibility of installing a Living Wa-

ter System that would
give the church and the
surrounding  commu-
nity potable drinking
water.

We had the pleasure
of spending an evening
with enthusiastic mem-
bers (both young and
old) at El Fuerte at the
church where we blew
bubbles, played a game
with a ball, sang songs,
prayed and had a great time, in
spite of the fact that we still nei-
ther spoke nor understood Spanish!
There was a 91 year old member
who asked us to take his picture
because he had never seen a photo-
graph of himself. When we showed
him the picture on the camera he
was all smiles. Copies of the pic-
ture are on their way to him.

Our last stop was in Havana
where we stayed at a Convent. Yoel
Santiago was still with us, and we
asked him to join us for a buffet
supper at the Hotel National where
we witnessed him eat like a horse,
with a smile from ear to ear. It was
evident that he had ever had the
opportunity to eat this much. Joel
Dopico was also with us and told us
that he had stayed in the Convent 3
years ago for the first time. When

he got to his room he noticed a tub

so he took a bubble bath because he
had never had a chance to do this
before. Tubs are rare in Cuba...

cold showers are plentiful.

WE FOUND

Cuba is an incredibility beauti-
ful country. It is also an extremely
poor country where most of the
residents have basically nothing.
There is something wrong with a
society where doctors earn $40.00 a
month while hospitality personnel
(waiters, guides, etc.) can earn over
$500.00 a month due to tips from
tourists. The people of Cuba are not
only friendly, they are genuinely the
salt of the earth. They neither ask
for nor expect the material things
that we take for granted.

WE LEARNED

Even though our group made a

difference to the people we met,
our one week in Cuba was the most
humbling and life changing week
of our lives. If a small group of sev-
en from SCAPC could make such a
difference to the people whose lives
we touched, just think what all of
the other members of SCAPC who
have come before us have done for
the people in Cuba over the last
There is still
so much more that we need
to and can do for them. We

twenty plus years.

learned that you can travel to
a country where there are so
many unknowns, think out-
side of the box, and actually
want to return the next year
to do more than you did be-
fore. SCAPC is in a position

to make a difference!
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