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1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

News in Brief
Youth Sunday

February 6, 2011 was a day to remember. Forget the Super Bowl, it was Youth
Sunday! On that day, nearly 30 youth treated the congregants at the 8:30 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. services to something different,
an entirely youth-led service. As one of the
people in the congregation that Sunday,
“I was mightily impressed by the talents
of our youth and the maturity of their faith,
which they so openly shared.” While my
view may be slightly influenced by the fact
that I am a youth advisor and have come
to create strong friendships with all the participants over the past few months, I would
like to think that everyone in the church
saw what I saw in each of them.
I was there the night at youth group
when Andy Fox delivered the news that
Youth Sunday was approaching and he
would need volunteers for the many roles
to be performed. I was expecting a long
silence followed by a mad dash of the
youth moving for the doors, so I was astonished when the youth did not hesitate to
step forward to sing solos, play piano, read
prayers, read scripture, deliver sermons,
etc.! Accompanying their initial enthusiasm, fortunately, was their willingness to
put in the time and effort to make the day a
success.
As the youth program revolves around
its Sunday evening events when the
church is pretty empty, Youth Sunday
provided a great opportunity to show the
SCAPC community how the program has
grown, principally as a result of the participation of incredible youth with so much to
share.
~ Dave Janklow

SouperBowl of Caring

Do you know the best way to get a
bunch of 4th and 5th Graders to attend
church happily? Tell them they can wear
their favorite sports jersey and count money! That’s what they did on Super Bowl
Sunday. For the second year the Challenger Class sponsored the Souper Bowl
of Caring offering on February 6. Several
weeks leading up to the Superbowl, the
class discussed the importance of giving
and how students their age (9 and 10 years
old) could really make a difference in the
community. They made signs, practiced
their lines and learned how food banks
work here in our city. Nine of our students
led the Children’s Message on January 30
to remind members of our upcoming offering, and Christopher Copeland and James
and Sean Murphy performed a short skit
about the importance of giving for the

Mission Moment during the services. Even
though our blessed Saints were not in the
Super Bowl – this year, our congregation
understands the simple prayer started by
youth, “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl
football game, help us to be mindful of
those without even a bowl of soup to eat.”
This year SCAPC raised $2,700 which went
to Second Harvest Food Bank of New
Orleans. The Challenger Class joins me in
thanking everyone who participated in our
event and as for the Saints – just wait until
next year!
~ Michele Murphy

20/30’s Visit the Hive

The Hornets led much of the game
against the Chicago Bulls on February 12
as the 20/30 crowd headed to the New
Orleans Arena for some food, fellowship
and fun. Chicago’s Derek Rose and Carlos
Boozer, however, proved too tough for
the Hornets, as the home team continued
their see-saw season. Fortunately for the
20/30’s, the night was a hit, thanks to a skybox view complete with burgers, chicken
fingers, and more popcorn than we could
handle (mind you—we tried), generously
provided by Mike and Mary Dawn Pugh.
Several newcomers joined us for an evening where the highlights included a delay
on the way to the Arena caused by the
extraordinary moves of the 610 Stompers;
a visit to the skybox from members of the
Honeybees; and an episode of unabashed
clamoring when Hugo, the Hornets’ mascot, came within ten feet of landing a t-shirt
in our box out of his air cannon.
~ Matt Hostetler

Celebrate the Gifts of Women
Sunday

Sunday, February 27th, was my first experience as a lay liturgist in the 10:30 worship service. Although I just joined SCAPC
in January, for several years now I have
attended the Sunday night college service
in the chapel. Reverend Hostetler told me
that we would be celebrating the gifts of
women, and so I was glad to participate. I
am glad to see the church acknowledge
the work and gifts of women; this service
definitely left me feeling encouraged as
a woman in ministry. I really love the
enthusiasm and positive energy of church
leaders and members. SCAPC is a very
welcoming environment – and, on this day,
especially to women!
~ Lydia Onimo

Oyster Roast

This past Saturday, a group of forty
20/30’s was treated to some of the finest oysters this side of the Mississippi
River. Chefs Don and Harrison Frampton
educated the South Louisiana masses on
how to cook Carolina roasted oysters and
Frogmore stew. After filling our bellies, we
all fought over who would be next to play
corn-hole, also know as bean bag toss. It
might have looked like just another South
Louisiana party, but there was no mistaking the sweet fellowship of God’s people
breaking bread together. For that, I am
thankful.
~ Andy Fox

RHINO Blog

You might be asking yourself, what is
a blog? If you are, then the answer is very
simple: it is commentary or news on a particular subject that someone writes about
on a regular basis and then posts to a website. Entries are commonly displayed with
the newest one on top. We have created
the RHINO blog in order to track the progress and give updates on the projects not
only to our local community, but also to the
RHINO groups that come to rebuild hope.
The blog includes photos and links about
the various sites where we are working. It
also gives information about the groups
that are serving that week. If you would
like to sign up to receive an email when a
new update is posted, go to www.scapc.
org/RHINOblog and click on the subscribe
button at the top right of the page. We are
excited that we have another way of sharing the awesome events of RHINO and
hope that you get a chance to check out
the entries that have already been posted
at www.scapc.org/RHINOblog.
~ Kyle Focht

SCAPC at work and play in our
COMMUNITY

This is a new feature in our weekly
bulletin, that allows us to spotlight SCAPC
members, teams and ministries at work
– or play – in our community. Our church
generously shares people, finances and
gifts with those in need all around our city
on a regular basis. It is a joy to celebrate
these activities and ministries with pictures
and descriptions. If you know of a SCAPC
ministry event you’d like to see in the bulletin, please contact Kelly Hostetler (kelly@
scapc.org). Content may be edited; staff
makes final editing decisions.
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RHINO Workday
~ Askala Harris

On a brisk February morning a group of young
adults braved the chilly weather to participate in
serving the great city of New Orleans. As members of SCAPC, you now are aware that the 20/30’s
joined RHINO to participate in a church-wide Habitat for Humanity build day. Gathered on the steps of
8615 Green Street stood a group of 25 young adults,
diverse in backgrounds and occupations. The
group consisted of both native New Orleanians and
newcomers all eager to get their assignments and
get to work contributing to the well-being of the city.
When we
met that morning we split into
three teams
that worked at
three different
locations. We
happily got dirty:
painting one
house, hanging
dry wall in another, and cleanVolunteers measuring to hang dry wall. ing the third. We
could see our
breaths in the cold while we worked and jokingly
grumbled about our frozen fingers, and yet, there
was an unmistakable sound coming out of each
house - laughter. Even as we made light of chilly
circumstances, the 20/30s realized that we were in
the midst of something transformative for both our
church and community. In terms of our church, the
service day was a great opportunity for fellowship
with other young
believers that
share a commitment to service.
In terms of our
community, we
were able to
meet with future
Habitat home
owners who,
currently working
on “sweat equity”
toward their own
Bob Cannon helps install insulation.
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The team of volunteers that helped out in February.

homes, gave us a new perspective on the challenges and pride of becoming a homeowner.
Two future homeowners in particular, Ryan and
Albert, both employees of Café Reconcile, had
encouraged one another to apply for the Habitat for Humanity grants. We had a blast speaking
with them, learning about their backgrounds, and
hearing future plans for their new living spaces. In
conversations such as these, we were reminded
that we were not simply building a house- we were
creating a home. It is a place where our friends in
the community can come to feel safe and secure,
to have children playing games in the backyard, to
continue and even create new family traditions. It
was in interactions such as these that we realized
we were not painting a wall, instead we were painting a living room. We were not hanging dry wall
for a random person, rather it was for a community
member whose hopes, dreams and desires were
exactly the same as our own.
It is often said at SCAPC that God blesses
us so that we can bless others. Yet, at the end of the
workday when we went to lunch and reflected on
our hours of service, we were the ones that were
undoubtedly blessed by being able to serve.

King Cake
Contest 2011

Roast
Oyster
That would be a
great article!
Gospel Music
Sunday

In this years 2nd annual office king cake contest, the SCAPC staff
tasted a variety of cakes. Some were classics; others were new to the
confectionary scene. All shared the common denominator of being
Carnival treats. Here is the chronological list of cakes sampled: cream
cheese from Sweet Savors Bakery, plain with cinnamon from Tartine,
traditional from Maple Street Patisserie, traditional from Antoine’s on
the West Bank, cream cheese and cinnamon from Sucre, cinnamonfilled from La Boulangerie, goat cheese and apple from The Cake Cafe
and Bakery
The apple and goat cheese king cake from Cake Cafe and Bakery
was the leader again this year. Their impeccable combination of sweet
with savory, the vivid presentation of the icing, and the freshness of
their ingredients is hard to beat. This cake represents the modern era
of king cakes: a traditional cake enhanced by the creative use of ingredients.
Tartine’s classic, brioche-style cake also went over well with our
staff. Again, fresh ingredients produced a taste that is hard to beat. The
cake was an excellent example of a pure king cake, with minimal filling and icing to detract from its taste and texture. On the other side of
the spectrum, Sweet Savors cream cheese king cake was every thing
a sugar-holic could wish for--and more.
During Mardi Gras, there are many choices when it comes to sweet
treats. We hope our weekly reviews inspired you to expand your palette and try a new bakery.
~ Kate Snider

Think you have a great idea for an
article for The View?

Let us know!

Do you want to write an article
or news in brief? Maybe a food
article or church event that you
went to recently?

We would love to hear
from YOU!
For more information on
submitting an article for
The View, contact Kyle Focht at
504-897-0101 ext 118 or
kyle@scapc.org
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I SAW GOD
THIS WEEKEND

T

written by Sarah Foushee

hroughout my years as a member of the youth group at my
home church in North Carolina, I was fortunate enough to go on
several mission trips around the world. However, none of them
were nearly as rewarding as this weekend service trip with Center for Student Ministry (CSM) to Houston. As a chaperone, I was
given the opportunity not only to serve the homeless in Houston
but I also got to watch five middle school kids dig deeper into
their faith and love others in an amazing way. Each of these kids
has a spiritual maturity far beyond their years, and I loved seeing them each serve others in their own
unique way.
At the end of the trip, Youth Director, Andy Fox had each of us write about places that we saw
God over the weekend. After a few minutes of thinking, I quickly realized that I saw the love of God
displayed through each of these youth members in different ways throughout the weekend. I want to
give a snapshot of each of these individuals and how I saw the face of God shining through each of
them.

“I learned that misAt the Open Door Mission, a Christian organization that provides a rehabilitation program for men battling addictions, I walked
sion work should
into the dining room to find Michael Favret playing chess and
be a part of my life.
talking with an older Hispanic man named Manuel. All of the men
at the clinic were cheering for Michael, but in the end he lost the
For example, when
game. What he gained from that game, though, was a new friendwe went to Salvaship and a better understanding of the background and hardships
tion Army, I realized
of a talented artist who fell into a difficult situation that ultimately
left him homeless. I guarantee that Michael will remember Manuel
that money is not
and his story for much longer than he’ll remember losing that game
the only way to do
of chess. On our first morning
in Houston, I worked with Lilah
charity. Interaction
Henderson at The Beacon, a
is a great way to do
ministry that provides showers,
charity…”
food, and laundry services to
homeless individuals. Lilah’s job
was to check people in for laundry service and hand out laundry bags. In our three hours of work,
Lilah’s huge, bright smile never left her face as she warmly greeted
each individual. She called each person by name, often complimenting their “pretty scarf” or “cool hat” and wishing each one an
awesome day. Very few of the nearly 200 people we checked in
walked away from the counter without a smile on their face.
leaders outside of the
Youth and the youth
Open Door Mission.
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There were several times over the weekend I looked around and
had to ask “Guys, where’s Casey Root?” I realized it was because
he had often been pulled aside to do the not so fun job at the ministry sites. Casey’s flexibility and willingness to do whatever was

asked of him without question are qualities of a true servant. While
most of us were interacting with people at The Beacon, he was
organizing the storage room, and while others were talking to families at the Open Door Mission, he was mopping the kitchen floor.
Casey’s selfless nature is something that I know that I and so many
other adults strive for, and it was amazing to see that kind of selfless
service from an Eighth Grade boy.

“I saw God in all
of the missionaries.
Not only the SCAPC
youth group, but in
many others. Men
and women going
out of their daily
lives to help those
in need…”

On Sunday morning we attended St. John’s United Methodist
Church, a primarily African-American church where about one third
of the attendants are homeless. The contemporary atmosphere
complete with a full praise band and spotlights was definitely a different worship experience for all of us. Ashlin Murphy showed a true
heart for worship that morning. I watched her excitedly take in her
surroundings and participate in the worship service. It was refreshing to watch her become so invested in the preaching of the word
of God. It was obvious that she appreciated this new style of worship, though very different from her own, and took away important lessons both from the message
preached and the cultures of the population represented that morning.

Finally, Monday morning we provided childcare at the Salvation Army Family, which provides
transitional housing for women and families in need. I had been a little bit worried when Nick Favret
told us on the way that he didn’t think that he was good with kids, but my fears were quickly alleviated when I saw him playing “doctor’s assistant” to a five-year old boy named Caleb. Nick and Caleb
had so much fun that Caleb eventually asked him to be his friend and told him about how he wished
that his family could get out of poverty. Nick was truly the face and love of Christ to Caleb and several
other children that morning as he brought joy to children without a home or much family support.
Even though we were pretty busy for most of the weekend and didn’t get too much sleep, we still
managed to have a lot of fun as well. Between watching Andy cry his eyes out while cutting an onion
and wearing a hairnet, Nick changing his drink order three different times at dinner, and playing a
basketball game that took about 10 minutes for anybody to make a basket, there was a whole lot of
laughing on this trip. I hope that everyone else had as great a time as I did.
I’ve only been working with the youth for a few months and am just starting to build relationships
with them, but I already felt a sense of pride this weekend watching them serve the needy in Houston,
as I’m sure Andy did. These kids have a real spiritual maturity and are already asking tough questions
about things like worship and faith that even challenge Andy and me. I feel lucky to be a part of this
group and sincerely look forward to continuing to walk beside them in their faith journey and watch
them grow as men and women of God.
More photos, blog entries, and comments can be found at www.scapc.org/youthblog.

Nick and the CSM Host, Cameron.

Lilah, Ashlin, and Casey hanging
out in the laundry room.

Michael and Casey eating some food.
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St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church is proud
to support Reconcile New Orleans (RNO), the mission
of which is to transform the lives of young adults and
the community through the ministry of reconciliation.
This mission is accomplished by encouraging personal
growth, providing workforce development and training,
promoting entrepreneurship, and working with businesses, nonprofits, and people of faith to support this
transformation. Through the commitment of organizations, individuals and community partners like SCAPC,
RNO works to accomplish its mission each day, providing
its students with inspiration, encouragement and opportunities for personal and professional development.

Lisa Casborn,
, Chris Cayette,
Shatara Havard
eakfast.
br
g
tin
ea
s
illi
and Tiffany W

How can you help? There are several ways to help
make a positive change.
1. The first is simple - eat! Café Reconcile (located
at 1631 Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard, NOLA, 70113) is
not only a training ground for its students; it is a nonprofit
business whose proceeds go directly to program support.
By dining at Café Reconcile, or using its catering services,
you help train its students while supporting their training
financially. You also get some great food!
2. Become a mentor. RNO students work hard to
make positive changes in their lives, but they cannot do it
alone. The EACH One ENGAGE One Mentoring Program
is committed to ensuring that each student has a mentor
not only in the program but in the whole of their lives. A
supportive phone call, weekly visit, night at the movies or
basketball game — each of these actions helps students
believe in their potential and shows them the world of
opportunity that awaits. Mentors are asked to make a sixmonth commitment, including one breakfast or lunch per
week while the students are training in the Café, continued communication for the remaining months, as well as
attending one graduation. The relationship that is fostered
is sure to be an uplifting, lasting experience of growth for
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Lynnesha Condall, Christina Pitre, and Raven Johnson enjoying
some great food and fellowship.

both the mentor and mentee, and helps the youth achieve
their goals, further empowering them within their communities.
If your schedule doesn’t allow time for mentoring,
consider volunteering on a week night or weekend. RNO
cannot accommodate large groups of volunteers, but is
always grateful for individual/small group volunteer support. Needs include: guest speakers, local chefs to offer
demonstration lessons, and tutors in math and verbal
skills.
3. Hire RNO graduates! RNO’s ultimate goal is to help
its students change their lives and find personal empowerment by providing them with the tools to access a career. Without committed partners in local restaurants and
other food service providers, this would not be possible.
RNO believes in the power of reconciliation and selfhelp to overcome poverty, prejudice and fear. The program works to make things whole, to celebrate and pursue a shared vision of hope and prosperity for all people
and to allow young people to have a voice in constructive
change rather than being displaced by change. Together
we can be a model for inner city renewal, education, and
shared success. If you or someone you know would be
a good mentor candidate, please contact Julie Barreda,
Volunteer Mentor Coordinator, at mentor@cafereconcile.
org or (504) 568-1157 or (813) 431-8663.

George Osberry
, Ryan Dalton, Ju
lie Barreda, Lisa
and Shatara Ha
Casborn,
vard (front row)
at the WWII Mus
eum.

What Does It
Mean To Serve?

The following is a devotion given by Aimée! Bell on Tuesday,
February 22 during the Reverse RHINO mission trip to Nashville, TN
Two typos came up when I typed
that question. For the word serve I first
typed “swerve” and then “severe”. Typos are mistakes, and clearly those
two words have nothing to do with
serving. After months of planning we
have finally arrived in Nashville to
help those affected by the Cumberland River flood. What a long, strange
trip it has been. When I first talked to
Kate Snider, the New Orleans RHINO
director, she was excited about returning the favor to her hometown.
Not surprisingly, Kate was instrumental in helping
Westminster
Presbyterian Church
(WPC)
get
their
volunteer program
up and running. And now
here we are
and I thank
each of you
for choosing
rking
Don Frampton wo
not to swerve.
shville.
hard in Na

you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.” I am thankful to
the Lord for letting me see the beauty
of Christ in everyone we serve. Service is an offering and responsibility.
Giving and receiving go hand in hand
and create a beautiful interdependent
circle of serving and accepting.
As we all know, St. Charles Ave.
Presbyterian Church created the outreach program called RHINO postKatrina in October 2005 to actively
help New Orleans residents restore
their lives both physically and spiritually. For conscious and intentional
reasons the name of the program is
called Rebuilding Hope, not Homes,
In New Orleans. Hope is the key
word. From Psalm 25 it says “Show
me your ways, O Lord, teach me your
paths; guide me in your truth and
teach me, for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.”
Hope is powerful stuff, and I praise
Him for this incredible gift. Because
of this gift of hope, those affected by
unique challenges can gain strength,
confidence and assurance that will
help guide them through troubled
times.

L a s t
month I was truly moved to join the
session at St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church and I, like all the other elMore than five years after the
ders elect, had to give a faith journey.
When thinking about my own faith storm our church continues to host
journey I could not help but reflect volunteers from around the country
upon Katrina and its aftermath. Living and the world to help revive our rein a town known for its southern hos- gion. Our team here in Nashville is
pitality and always finding it easier to unique, for we know firsthand how
heartwarming and inspirgive than to receive, after
ing the support of other
the storm I found myself
caring individuals can
in a position like so many
be. That knowledge is
others needing to humbly
what I have gained from
say yes, please and thank
RHINO and from witnessyou to family, friends and
ing the efforts by countstrangers. I am thankful to
less groups. I have seen
God for that experience.
how mountains can be
It’s those unstable incimoved when we unleash
dents that have led me
the good in ordinary peocloser to Him. I am now
ple. We have minds to
grateful for the opportuthink, hearts to love, and
nity to serve those in their
time of need. In Matthew Lisa Eldredge and William, hands to serve, and we
a home owner.
are no different from the
25:40 it says “Truly I tell

Lisa Eldred
ge working

on sheetro

ck.

volunteers who come to Nashville
or New Orleans. Volunteers come
on their own nickel, on their vacation
time, for weeks at a time, and away
from their families, jobs and obligations. We are motivated by the idea
that we can help our fellow man and
help ourselves at the same time. So
not surprisingly “Reverse RHINO” was
born. The ultimate goal is to restore
people’s lives by allowing them to return to their homes, safe, familiar, normal and beloved. Perhaps we should
be dubbed the RHINs, Rebuilding
Hope in Nashville. The lesson here is
that service and compassion are truly
contagious!

Julie Bethell and Michele Murphy.

The following people participated
in the trip: Beverly Barry, Philip Barry,
Comfort Belbas, Susannah Belbas,
Aggie Bell, Aimée! Bell, Leighton Bell,
Darryl Berger, Louellen Berger, Julie
Bethell, Greg Beuerman, Louise Bryan, Lisa Eldredge, Thomas Favrot, Jr.
, Don Frampton, John Geiser, Michele
Murphy, Erica Paul, & Julie Vickers.
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Kate
Snider

Saying goodbye
to our RHINO
Program Manager
When Kate Snider hung up her tool belt April 1 and
rode off into the “sunrise”, she left a whole lot behind. In
two years and eight months as our church’s RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans) program manager, Kate’s
legacy is dominated by her enthusiasm, determination
and faith. Her faith led her to an early commitment to
people in need. And it fostered an infectious enthusiasm
and a relentless determination to carry out that commitment.
Although petite in stature, Kate’s a dynamo in action,
never shrinking from a challenge and always looking for
new opportunities to serve.
You could see her in the morning, pony-tail flapping,
helping muscle a roof truss into place on a Habitat home
in Pension Town. Or, at dinner Wednesday night, freshly
scrubbed in sweater and pants, helping serve or clean
up in Fellowship Hall. Or, maybe at the lectern during a
Sunday service, inspiring congregational participation in
SCAPC’s premier mission. Kate was comfortable in any
of those roles and many others during her two years and
eight months as RHINO Program Manager.
Kate followed important Christian pathways while she
was here, and opened some new ones too. So did her
predecessors, especially Sarah Edgecombe who led the
RHINO ministry for two dynamic years before helping
bring Kate to us. The idea of the rebuilding hope ministry had been hatched by Rev. Paul Seelman as the flood
subsided in 2005. It was led through its early development by SCAPC members including Michelle Baker and
Carro Gardner, and field coordinators Jill O’Neill, Katie
Cashwell and Will Perrault.
Each leader took RHINO to a new level by spurring the
efforts of the volunteers and the generous congregation
of SCAPC. All of them worked closely with the RHINO
task force and the ministers. During Kate’s term, the program became part of the Community Ministry committee.
Kate picked up the Ferry Place project from Sarah and
saw the 14 homes to completion, then helped convince
Habitat for Humanity
to build more houses
in the same Pension
Town neighborhood.
She subscribed to
the idea that the
whole
neighborhood would improve
if more new homes
and
homeowners
took root there. And
Kate & Dave White in Nashville, TN.
she stayed in touch
with the homeown-
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ers as they worked toward move-in and as they became
part of the neighborhood. She assisted SCAPC’s Community Ministry committee in broadening its support for
the area, especially after RHINO volunteers replaced the
unusable library floor at James Weldon Johnson school.
That activity prompted the CM committee to donate
funds and time to the school which, in turn, led Mary DeWitt Dukes to focus on the community garden now taking shape there.
Under Kate’s leadership, the RHINO Task Force undertook a searching evaluation of its relationships, finances
and future in 2009 and 2010. The decisions were to keep
Habitat as our primary building partner, actively seek to
cut costs while reducing
subsidies
for volunteer housing, and recruiting
additional RHINOs
by using new webbased
marketing
techniques. So far,
the results are encouraging.
With
help from Community Ministry and
Kate and her crew hanging out on site.
Carol Pointer, Kate
pioneered a Christmas donation initiative that hit its stride
this past season, netting some $6,000 for the RHINO fund.
Kate continually credited the members of SCAPC for
the continued success of the ministry: those who open
their homes to volunteers each Thursday, lead tours of
the city, join in the building effort, make financial contributions and demonstrate Christian spirit in other ways.
She had special kudos for Jim and Bonnie Hobden and
their kitchen helpers, Darryl and Beth Steinert.
In accepting the
national Community
Transformation Award from
PC(USA) last summer Kate described
RHINO as a “twoway ministry in
which
volunteers
come to help rebuild the hope of
hurting New OrleaLaying a new floor system.
nians, and return
home with their own
faith rebuilt.”
Kate has been awarded a graduate assistantship at
the University of North Carolina-Charlotte where she will
pursue an MBA with an emphasis in accounting. “I want
to grow up to be just like Wayne (Willcox),” she recently
quipped, noting that, “He really knows how to manage a
faith-based organization.”
While Kate left behind an important legacy, there’s
something really important she did not leave behind.
His name is Jeremy Paine. They met at—you guessed
it—the Ferry Place work site where he was a Habitat supervisor. He now works as a finish carpenter in a family
business. Our best wishes go out to Kate and Jeremy.
~ Dave White

HALF THE SKY:

Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide

By Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalists Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn
Article written by Kelly Hostetler

Nicholas D. Kristof, op-ed columnist for the New York Times, and his wife,
journalist Sheryl WuDunn, have written a passionate call to arms against the
most pervasive human rights violation of the 21st century: the oppression of
women and girls around the world. More girls have been killed in the last fifty
years, precisely because they were girls, than men were killed in all the wars
of the twentieth century, they write, detailing the rampant gendercide in the
developing world, particularly in India and Pakistan.
Half the Sky takes us on a journey around
the developing world, to meet the extraordinary women struggling there, among them a
Cambodian teenager sold into sex slavery and
an Ethiopian woman who suffered devastating
injuries in childbirth. They show how a little
help from any one of us can transform the lives of women and
girls abroad. How the Cambodian girl eventually escaped from her brothel and,
with assistance from an aid group, built a thriving retail business that supports her
family. How the Ethiopian woman had her injuries repaired and in time became
a surgeon. How a Zimbabwean mother of five, counseled to return to school,
earned her doctorate and became an expert on AIDS.

} }

Srey Rath, shown here with her
son, outside her shop in Cambodia.
[Nicholas D. Kristof]

Through these stories, Kristof and
WuDunn
help us see that the key to economic progress everywhere
“More girls have been
lies
in
unleashing
women’s potential. Far from merely making moral
killed in the last fifty
appeals, the authors posit that it is impossible for countries to climb
years, precisely beout of poverty if only a fraction of women (9% in Pakistan, for examcause they were girls,
ple) participate in the labor force. Throughout much of the world, the
greatest economic resource is the female half of the population. For
than men were killed
example, China’s meteoric rise was due to women’s economic emin all the wars of the
powerment: 80% of the factory workers in the Guangdong province
twentieth century.”
are female; six of the 10 richest self-made women in the world are
Chinese. Unleashing that process globally is not only the right thing
to do; it’s also the best strategy for fighting poverty. It’s a big problem, but Kristoff and WuDunn make a case for
our participation – and they break down the issues so that this book encourages us to believe we can make a
difference. Especially helpful are the last two chapters – What You Can Do and Four Steps You Can Take in the
Next 10 Minutes! This is not a horror story without a solution. Deeply felt, pragmatic and inspirational, Half the
Sky is essential reading for every man and woman, girl and boy.
If you are interested in additional reading on: the treatment of women in developing countries, the place
and role of women in the church, and opportunities for women around the world, here are a few excellent
books I would recommend:
• From Outrage to Courage: Women Taking Action for Health and Justice by Anne Firth Murray, with a
foreword by Dr. Paul Farmer. Murray is the Founding President of the Global Fund for Women, and currently
teaches at Stanford University.
• Half the Church: Recapturing God’s Global Vision for Women by Carolyn Custis James. James is a gifted
exegete and long-time advocate of women inside and outside the church.
• How I Changed My Mind about Women in Leadership: Compelling Stories from Prominent Evangelicals,
Edited by Alan F. Johnson. Stories of personal transformation from well-known conservatives like John and
Nancy Ortberg, Tony Campolo and Bill & Lynne Hybels.
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Congregational Meeting to approve
property improvements is scheduled for
9:15 a.m. on Sunday, May 8.

