The Pastor Nominating Committee

unanimously and joyfully
recommends the

Reverend Dr. Thomas
Christian Currie
be called to the position of
Senior Pastor at
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.

Meet the Currie Family!
(pictured from left to right)

Thomas (15), Corinne (11),
Stephanie and Chris, and Harrison (12)
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Introducing Chris Currie!
The Reverend Doctor Thomas Christian Currie currently serves as Pastor/
Head of Staff at First Presbyterian Church, Shreveport, Louisiana. Chris
was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, and grew up in Brenham, Texas, and
Kerrville, Texas, communities where his father served Presbyterian churches.
Chris attended Davidson College in Davidson, NC, and taught high school
history and humanities for four years after college. While teaching, Chris
was an active member of Covenant Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, NC,
where two important things happened to him in that congregation: he met
his wife Stephanie and he answered the call to ministry. Chris attended
Princeton Theological Seminary and served in ministry for six years as Pastor
at Calypso Presbyterian Church, Calypso, NC (2004-2010). In August of
2010, Chris, Stephanie, and their family moved to Edinburgh, Scotland
where Chris pursued a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology at the University of
Edinburgh, School of Divinity. While in Scotland, Chris served as a Church
of Scotland chaplain at Edinburgh prison, he and his family affiliated with
Greyfriars Kirk, and in 2013 he completed his Ph.D. and returned to parish
ministry at First Presbyterian Church, Shreveport.
Stephanie is a licensed Speech-Language Pathologist, who serves on the
faculty of Louisiana State University, School of Allied Health Professions,
and is currently pursuing her Ph.D. at LSU Health Shreveport in
Rehabilitation Sciences. Together, Chris and Stephanie have three children,
Thomas (15) currently in ninth grade, Harrison (12) a sixth grader, and
Corinne (11) a fifth grader, plus Olsen, a six year-old canine work in
progress.
Chris is the author of In the Meantime: Sermons for this Time Between the
Times, drawn from a year of preaching ministry at First Presbyterian Church,
Shreveport (2017-2018). He is also the author of the The Only Sacrament
Left to Us, a published form of his Ph.D. dissertation.
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“Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in holy scripture, is the one Word of God
which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in
death.” Article I of “The Barmen Declaration,” 1934
“Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the
end. Even now he is Lord.” –from “Declaration of Faith,” Presbyterian Church
(US), 1976
The earliest Christian communities confessed that ‘Jesus is Lord.’ For them it
meant that Caesar, the emperor, was not Lord. It meant that their host culture
was not the defining identity of their lives. It meant that even their familial
bonds were subservient to their baptism into the lordship of Jesus Christ. It
meant each day they were called to remember their baptism and be grateful, and
in theologian Karl Barth’s words, ‘never be a Christian, but only become one
again and again.’
To confess and follow Jesus Christ means that we belong to the God who
created the universe and called Israel into a people. Prior to the Exodus, prior to
creation, this God determined in eternity never to be a God without humanity
and all creation. Much of the biblical narrative is the sordid tale of our revolt
against this arrangement and our preference to have ‘God’ on our terms. And
much of this same biblical narrative is God’s loving attempt to have ‘us’ on
God’s terms.
In Jesus Christ, we see both God’s solidarity with humanity and we see in
Christ’s life a true humanity of faith, hope, and love lived before God. Even on
the cross, Jesus dies in solidarity with sinners. Even on the cross, God takes the
worst of humanity and human suffering and godforsakenness into his own life
and bears it away.
To confess and follow Jesus Christ means that Christ’s life, death, and
resurrection are not just a past event, but become part of our present life
together through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
Jesus Christ invading our present and redeeming our future. The Holy Spirit
seeks to fulfill God’s creation by enabling human beings and all God’s creation
to flourish. According to author Marilynne Robinson, flourishing is not just
an aim for ourselves, but the work of the church and God’s goal (telos) for all
humanity and all creation. To seek the flourishing of others is a much deeper
commitment than mere tolerance or equality: it demands a passionate devotion
to others, regardless of tribal bonds like family, country, race, or religion.
Anglican bishop William Temple once said that the ‘church is the only
organization in the world that exists for the sake of others.’ That may or may
not be completely true, there are probably other organizations whose mission
extends beyond its members, but the heart of the church’s ministry and mission
is never just insular. Church does not reach fulfillment with neat programs or
inspiring worship services, rather the church fulfills its mission when our neat
programs, inspiring worship services, and prayers without ceasing produce bold
disciples whose lives and public witness reflect the beauty, justice, and mission
of God. To be a church is to exist as a community constantly looking beyond
ourselves to seek the flourishing of others for the sake of Jesus Christ.

S TATEMENT
OF F AITH
FORMAL EDUCATION
Davidson College, 1997
Artium Baccalaureus, History/
Religion
Princeton Theological Seminary,
2004 Masters of Divinity
University of Edinburgh, School
of Divinity, 2013 Doctor of
Philosophy

PASTORAL EXPERIENCE
Calypso Presbyterian Church,NC
(2004-2010)
Church of Scotland/Presbyterian
Chaplain Edinburgh Prison
(2011-2013)
First Presbyterian Church
Shreveport, LA (2013-2021)

SERVICE TO THE CHURCH
Presbytery Leadership Council,
Presbytery of the Pines
Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary, Board of Trustees

PUBLICATIONS
The Only Sacrament Left to Us
(2015)
In the Meantime: Sermons for this
Time Between the Times (2018)
Chris is also a regular contributor
to The Presbyterian Outlook,
Journal for Preachers, and The
Presbyterian Outlook Outpost Blog.
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Dear St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church Community,
Warm greetings to you all. The process of calling a pastor in the
Presbyterian church is an odd, wondrous, and anything-butstraightforward one. Oh, and on top of that, why not throw in the
challenges of a global pandemic. You elect and trust the collective
wisdom of nine diverse people pulled together for this one purpose. You
talk to friends, partners, and fellow churches throughout the country,
you try and do your homework, you listen to sermons, you make visits,
you do your due diligence, listen to more sermons, kick the tires, and
still, there are no dead certainties and risk-free decisions. The whole
enterprise rides on faith (a lot like what happens in scripture).
But church at its best happens when we are living and acting, not out
of institutional preservation and maintenance, but as we put ourselves
out there by taking a leap of faith. That is what a call is and that is what
I, along with your pastor nominating committee, have heard together.
I commend you for electing a warm, funny, resilient, and welcoming
bunch of people to do this work and it has been a blessing to get to
know each of them, hear about their love of this congregation, and see
this church (you!) through their eyes.
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church is a church with a rich history,
strong and healthy leadership, thoughtful people, and a special mission
in this city. I am grateful that the wisdom of the Holy Spirit has brought
us together in such a time as this, and along with my wife Stephanie and
our three children (Thomas, Harrison, and Corinne), I am honored,
excited, and ready to take this leap of faith. And more than that, I look
forward to getting to know all of you and walking with you to see where
the Spirit is leading us next, together. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
With high hopes,

Chris Currie
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Chris was highly recommended to us.
Here is what his colleagues say about him.
‘Congratulations, members of St. Charles
Avenue Presbyterian Church! You have
wisely invited the Reverend Thomas
Christian Currie to serve as your next Pastor,
and this dawning new chapter in your life
and work will be a joyful one. Chris Currie,
a child of the manse, has been formed and
inspired by generations of Presbyterian
pastors and leaders. He is a consummate
pastor, a brilliant scholar and theologian, a
caring husband and father, a substantive and
faithful preacher, and a humble servant of
Jesus Christ.
It has been my pleasure to know Chris as
a dear friend throughout his service on the
Austin Seminary Board of Trustees. In other
venues as well, I have seen in him such deep
discernment, a reverence for the life of the
mind, and an uncompromising passion for
the Church and its witness. Friends at St.
Charles: you will be a blessing in his life, as
will he in yours.’
Theodore J. Wardlaw,
President, Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary
‘Chris is that rare pastor-scholar who uses all
of his many gifts in service to the gospel. His
clarity of purpose and unwavering loyalty
to Jesus Christ is evident in everything
he preaches, teaches and writes. Chris is a
good friend and respected leader among his
colleagues, he is a compassionate pastor and
an insightful theologian. His love for Jesus
and for Christ’s Body, the Church, inspires,
challenges and nurtures all of us blessed to be
touched by his ministry.’
Jill Duffield,
former Editor of the Presbyterian Outlook
and Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Greensboro, NC
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‘Chris Currie is one of the brightest,
most engaging and thoughtful of a new
generation of Presbyterian preacher/pastors.
He’s just the sort of preacher to lead this
great congregation into a vibrant future.
Knowledgeable and respectful of the great
tradition of the Christian faith, Chris is
determined to enable the Christian faith
to speak to the challenges of the present
moment. I’ve not only read Chris’ books, but
I’ve seen him in action in the local church.
The folk of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
are in for a great ride. Hold on to your hats,
Chris Currie will take you to some new and
wonderful places.’
William H. Willimon,
Professor of the Practice of Christian
Ministry, Duke Divinity School,
Durham, NC
‘As a native of Louisiana, I am thrilled
that Chris Currie and his family will be in
ministry with you all at St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church. I have known him
since our Davidson days more than 25 years
ago. More than anything, he is a devoted
friend and fellow disciple of Jesus Christ.
He is known as a pastor-theologian of the
highest caliber and has the innate ability to
understand historical events and difficult
issues through a theological lens. He teaches
and preaches our faith with conviction and
clarity. His devotion to Reformed theology
and the church have inspired me and shaped
me. Our family in North Carolina joins you
in celebration of this inspired call!’
Christopher Edmonston,
Louisiana native and Pastor/Head of Staff,
White Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Raleigh, NC
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We read applications, listened to countless sermons,
conducted interviews, and shared many conversations.
Here are some of our thoughts on Chris.

“It is hard not to see the hand of
God in Chris’ call to our church.
Chris was an early favorite of
our committee but his personal
circumstances and the onset
of COVID 19 prohibited him
from discerning with us. As we
continued our work, we kept
Chris in our thoughts and prayers. We were
not to be deterred. Several months ago, we
reached out to him again and invited him to
visit us. That visit went well and one week
later, Chris returned with his family. They
were charming. It was obvious to us then that
not only was Chris the best senior pastor for
our church but we would be welcoming a new
family into our congregation who would be
actively engaged with us in God’s work. We
are truly blessed.”
- Geoffery Snodgrass

“In the beginning . . . one of
the PNC’s first steps was to seek
input, in various ways, from
the congregation to find out
what qualities you wanted to
see in our new Senior Pastor.
Congregational feedback
could not have been clearer –
excellence in preaching was a, if not the,
top requirement. Chris is most definitely
an exceptional preacher. But beyond that,
he hits so many of the other marks set by
our congregation. He is also a strong and
experienced leader, an intellectual who is
easily approachable, has a deep interest in our
community outreach and is eager to begin his
work as our Senior Pastor. And, lagniappe,
his lovely young family. I look forward to
the many Chris Currie years ahead of us at
SCAPC.”
- Laurie Young

“Will Willimon said of Chris’s
sermons “Each is an invitation to
the congregation to join in the
joyful task of taking God more
seriously and ourselves a little less
so.” After reading his book of
sermons and listening to countless
Sundays of his preaching I found
this recurring theme particularly compelling.
Besides being extremely well-readand
possessing a deeply rooted Reformed theology,
Chris is consistently thoughtful, engaging,
timely, and challenging. He delivers his
message from a place of warm camaraderie,
laced with wisdom and humor. I look forward
to years of listening, reflection, and growth
under his leadership.”
- Christina Carlisle

“Chris has an academic
background and prior ministerial
experience that make him an
attractive choice for our church.
Through his preaching he will
encourage us to become more
committed Christians and he
will better equip us to share
our individual faith journeys with those in
need of God’s healing presence, both locally
and globally. Chris comes to us with a full
complement of ministerial gifts beyond
preaching and will not only be adept in
leading our lay leadership, congregation and
staff into a new chapter in our church’s life,
but will also be able to fully engage with us in
a one-on-one manner as our individual needs
for pastoral counseling and insight arise.”
- Richard Seelman

“We found the needle in the
haystack!! I could not be more
pleased with our candidate.
He meets every expectation
put forth by the congregation.
Traditional worship music is at
the heart of SCAPC worship,
and our candidate understands
and respects that. He also loves the fact that
we can let our hair down a bit with Gospel
Music Sunday and Broadway night. During
our time together, I discovered a thoughtful
insightful person with a dry wit and ready
laugh. Just do not ask him about my “drums
and banjos” comment!”
- Wendi Adams
“Chris came to us as the most
highly recommended candidate
and it’s easy to see why - the
depth, passion, joy, and humility
of his ministry is overwhelming.
And, yet, he is also entirely
relatable, fun, and funny. One
of his references said “Chris
represents the door to the future” of the
Presbyterian Church. I couldn’t agree more and am beyond excited to see where that door
leads for SCAPC.”
- John Hope
“I appreciated Chris’ direct,
open, and thoughtful manner
of engaging with our committee
throughout the discernment
process. I was especially
impressed with the honest and
considerate way in which Chris
balanced the challenges of
exploring a new call with maintaining a clear,
unchanging commitment to the ongoing
needs of his congregation, all of which
was made much more difficult because of
limitations imposed by the pandemic.”
- Ken Kneipp
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“When we began our search,
we reached out to dozens of
pastors and seminary presidents
all across the denomination for
recommendations. One name
was recommended to us more
than any other; Chris Currie. He
was described as exceptionally
smart, a gifted preacher, a wise teacher and
thoughtful leader. He’s all of those things and
he’s fun to be around too!”
- Stephanie November
“The congregation tasked our
committee with finding a new
Senior Pastor to lead SCAPC and
continue the traditions that make
our church what it is. Chris will
be a perfect fit to our community
and I am convinced that SCAPC
will soar under his leadership.
Throughout our interview process Chris
continuously demonstrated his thoughtfulness
of others, his compassion for teaching and
his adoration of the communities in which
he’s lived. All of these qualities will help our
church become even better than it already is,
and that’s saying something. I am extremely
excited for the future of SCAPC.”
- Price Lanier
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We at St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church
are called by God’s grace
to be a community of
faith in Jesus Christ,
supporting one another in
love, and trusting in the
transformative power of the
Holy Spirit to enable us to
bring hope and healing to
a broken world.

PASTOR NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
Stephanie November
Geoffry Snodgrass
Wendi Adams
Christina Carlisle
John Hope
Ken Kneipp
Price Lanier
Richard Seelman
Laurie Young
We, the members of the
PNC, are grateful for the
congregation’s trust, patience,
and prayers over the last two
years of work and discernment.
It has been our privilege to
represent you.
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