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Interactive

WORSHIP

Weekly worship videos have presented sermons, liturgy, and prayers by our pastors, interwoven with
music recordings of the Chancel Choir and Orchestra as well as Children’s Messages and scripture readings by our members from their homes. Worshippers can engage in hymns and responsorial prayers.
In preparation for these services, viewers have been encouraged to find a quiet and comfortable space
in their homes in which to worship. Some have adorned their space with candles, crosses, flowers, or
Bibles to further delineate their space as one of spiritual reflection and worship.

Holy Week: New Approaches
PALM BRANCHES: Instead of our usual Palm Sunday procession, members were asked to have
palms at the ready - either real or crafted - and
wave them from home during the first hymn,
symbolizing Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.
“VIRTUAL” COMMUNION: During the Maundy
Thursday service, worshippers celebrated the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper via video network. All were asked to gather communion elements--bread and grape juice/wine--to be consumed during the communion liturgy recited by
the pastors. We gave thanks to God for connecting us by the power of the Holy Spirit in this meal.

ADORNING HOMES: Many members decorated their doors with palm branches and
Easter artwork in preparation for Holy Week.
Christian Education Director Michele Murphy
posted a video on how to convert your front
window into a “stained glass” cross.
RECORD “ATTENDANCE”: The video of our
Easter worship service was downloaded 698
times! Total viewership was even higher, as
this number did not include additional people
sharing a screen. The Sunday service videos
in the preceding weeks have ranged from
450-550 downloads! How wonderful it is to
experience so much “Togetherness
in the Spirit” during our time physically apart.

Steven Blackmon compiles all
audio and video data to create
our worship service videos each
week.

The Berger family adorns a cross with fresh
flowers for Easter Sunday.

Amy and Aiden Morris wave their palm
branches during Palm Sunday worship.

SUNDAY SCHOOL online
ADULT CLASSES via video/phone conference
have included:
“Entering the Passion of Jesus”, led by Robert Edgecombe
“Let’s Talk About Sin...Ugh! Do We Have to?”,
led by Richard Ashmore
“No Man Is an Island: The Timely Wisdom of
John Donne”, led by Michael Jinkins
(class booklet available at www.scapc.org via
the Sunday School link)
CURRENT ADULT CLASS:
“Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful
Disciple” by Adam Hamilton,
led by Michele Murphy
(Sundays at 9:30 AM through May 24)

YOUTH CLASSES have been oﬀered both virtually through video conference (for senior
high’s) as well as through take-home lessons
with reﬂective questions, all based on the lectionary of the day. Past lessons can be found
at www.scapc.org/youth.
CHILDREN’S CLASS HYPER-PRESENTATIONS
with lessons and activities from the PC(USA)’s
“Growing and Grace and Gratitude” curriculum--the same they have been studying all
year--are posted weekly. Previous week’s
presentations can be found at www.scapc.
org via the Sunday School link
For conference log-in and other
Sunday School information, contact
Michele Murphy, michele@scapc.org
or visit www.scapc.org and click on the
“Sunday School” link.

CONNECTION SPEED:
Volunteer Opportunities
From the very start of the stay-at-home order, SCAPC members reached out to community folks in
need. Here are many ways you can get involved:
SEW CLOTH MASKS: With the CDC guidelines
suggesting that everyone wear cloth (not medical grade) masks in public, several organizations
have expressed a need for cloth masks for their
volunteers and the people they serve. There are
many patterns available online. Use only 100%
cotton “woven” fabrics, not knits. If you can
see through the fabric with two layers, then it’s
not woven closely enough. Please drop oﬀ your
masks to Pastor Sarah’s house. You can email her
at sarah@scapc.org or check your church directory for the address. Thank you!
PROVIDE DESSERT for the weekly “Grace and
Greens” meal (now to-go) at Okra Abbey (corner
of Hickory and Eagle Streets). Every Wednesday,
drop oﬀ dessert for 50 people (cookies, brownies, banana bread, etc.) between 11:30 AM and
noon. Staﬀ can take the dessert from your car.
For more information, email sarah@scapc.org.

Okra Abbey: Grace & Greens volunteer serves lunch

HARVEST VEGETABLES AND HERBS on Tuesdays
and Thursdays for Okra Abbey. From 11 AM until
noon, come help out with harvesting the fresh
produce that will go out to neighbors in need.
Children are welcome with their parents. The abbey is a pretty large space, but please continue to
practice social distancing. For more information,
email sarah@scapc.org.
DONATE COTTON FABRICS, including bolts and
rolls, to RicRack at St. James Major Church, 3736
Gentilly Blvd, Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 AM – Noon. For
more information, email Masks478costumes@
gmail.com.

Adelle Bergman joins Crescent City Cafe volunteers
to prepare meals for the homeless

DONATE BLOOD to the Ochsner Blood Bank at
1514 Jeﬀerson Highway. Hours:
Mon-Thurs, 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Fri, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Sat, 7 AM – 3 PM

Helping Our Community
DONATE AND/OR DELIVER DIAPERS AND
FOOD for the Broadmoor Improvement Association/Kinship Senior Center. For details, visit
www.broadmoorimprovement.org.
ASSEMBLE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT including isolation gowns at East Jefferson General Hospital. All you need to know
is how to follow a pattern. For more information, contact Beth Lacoste at blacoste@ejgh.
org.
DONATE FOOD
FOOD: Drop oﬀ donations of fresh
produce and non-perishable food as well as
cleaning/sanitation supplies to Second Harvest Food Bank, Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-5:00
PM at 700 Edwards Avenue in Elmwood. For
details, visit www.no-hunger.org

Ashlin Murphy delivers meals through
Hands-On New Orleans/United Way.

VISIT HANDS-ON NEW ORLEANS’ WEB SITE (www.
handsonneworleans.org) for a variety of volunteer
eﬀorts including preparing and delivering meals/
medicine to seniors, mentoring high school students,
phoning seniors to conduct wellness checks and
evacuation plans, and more.

DONATE WATER to Unity of Greater New Orleans. Drop oﬀ a case of bottled water to Pastor
Sarah’s front porch and she will deliver to Unity.
For more information, email sarah@scapc.org.

Homemade masks are sewn for our
Community Ministry partners.

For updates on volunteer opportunities:
visit www.scapc.org and click on the “Volunteer Opportunities” tab.

Know of more opportunities to post?
Email hallieboh@scapc.org

OUR YOUTH Engaged
In addition to resourcing Sunday School classes for our youth, Youth Director Chris Hazlaris has been
very busy setting up a number of activities to keep our youth engaged during this time apart -- all of
which have met with outstanding turnout!
VIRTUAL YOUTH GROUP takes place every Sunday from 7-8 PM and is open to all middle and
high schoolers and youth volunteers. Together
they play games, share about their weeks, and
break into small discussion groups - all via video
conference.
THE DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS GROUP consists
of 12 members who meet via video conference
every Saturday from 2-4 PM. All are welcome!

THIS YEAR’S CONFIRMANDS (8th Graders)
have been busy at work studying and reporting on faith lesson videos as well as preparing
their faith journeys to be presented to the
Session later in the year before their conﬁrmation ceremony. They also created cards
and letters for Lambeth House residents.
SPECIAL EVENTS have included a “Youth
Group Alumni” virtual session in which 14
college students who had formerly been involved in Youth Group came together from all
over the country. Other events like the Middle Schoolers’ Game Night have drummed up
even more participation among our youth.

THE SENIOR HIGH SMALL GROUP meets every
Tuesday from 7-8 PM. Together, these students
share their highs, lows, and “God moments” for
the week, and oﬀer challenging activities to keep
themselves connected to each other and their
faith.
Contact: Chris Hazlaris, Youth & Young Adults Director, chris@scapc.org.

Cards and letters prepared by the Confirmand Class for Lambeth House residents

Senior High Small Group was visited by
Montreat friends from Richmond, Morrgan
Meadowes and Reese Pugh; SCAPC youth
program alumn Griff Thomas; and former
Youth Director Andy Fox!

MORE VIRTUAL GATHERINGS
Young Adults & Families
PINTS (Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary
Theological Study): hasn’t missed a beat! They
meet Wednesdays from 6:45-8:00 PM via video
conference to continue studying Searching for
Sunday by Rachel Held Evans.

GAME NIGHT FRIDAYS:
FRIDAYS: Meeting weekly from
8-10 PM, the purpose is to chat, sip adult beverages, and play games together. Think of
this as a “Friday Night Out” of sorts once kids
go to bed and adults can finally relax without
distractions.

Contact: Bria Rault, Youth & Young Adults Coordinator, bria@scapc.org

Bible Studies & Other Groups
For log-in details on all video/phone conferences,
visit www.scapc.org and click on the “Small Groups” tab.
THE CBD BREAKFAST GROUP meets every
Wednesday at 7 AM for faith discussion. Contact:
John Morton Jr., johnmorton@cox.net
THE THURSDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP &
BIBLE STUDY is studying Getting Involved with
God by Ellen F. Davis. Anyone can jump in at any
time! The group meets weekly at 9 AM.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE CIRCLES meet
monthly to continue their study of the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Gamble. All women are
welcome to join at anytime! The next meetings
are Monday, May 11 at Noon and Tuesday, May 12
at 5:30 PM. Contact: Ebie Strauss, ebiestrauss@
yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB meets
next on May 21 at 12:30 PM to discuss The Girl
with the Louding Voice: A Novel by Abu Dare.
Contact: Elizabeth Artigues, artigues4@gmail.
com
SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY WOMEN have begun
a new study based on Parker Palmer’s On the
Brink of Everything: Grace, Gravity and Getting Old. “The laws of nature that dictate sundown dictate our demise. But how we travel
the arc toward the sunset of our lives is ours to
choose: will it be denial, defiance or collaboration?” Discussions of these issues are sure to be
lively and to enrich spiritual lives. Contact: Miriam Hollar, schuling@aol.com

If you wish to set up a Zoom video/phone conference for your group,
contact Christian Education Director Michele Murhpy, michele@scapc.org.

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
1545 State Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118

Stay Connected
WWW.SCAPC.ORG:
• Click on “Sign up for Email Newsletters” to receive worship and other news
• Click on “Prayer Requests” to submit yours
• Click on “Daily Devotionals” to receive these via email
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/scapcnola

