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 Alright this is my best Sophia from The Golden Girls show impression – Picture it, 2003, the 

streets of south Tulsa, I am a newly licensed driver on the road, I reach for the radio volume in my ’98 

Ford Taurus and hear the hit song “I Can Only Imagine,” by Christian rock group, Mercy Me, play on the 

top 40 pop station. For those of you who may not be familiar with the work of Mercy Me or the “I Can 

Only Imagine,” it was a big Christian crossover hit in the early 2000s, inspiring even a movie in 2018, and 

was one of the songs that is part of the soundtrack of my youth. The song,speaks to the hope and 

anticipation of the overwhelming presence of God in heaven or  in the resurrection. I have recently 

remembered what a lovely song it actually is, probably because it’s not being played ad nauseum on the 

radio. Beginning with a simple piano melody the song slowly builds with guitar and drums as the singer 

asks, “Surrounded by your glory, what will my heart feel? Will I dance before you Jesus, or in awe of you 

be still? Will stand in your presence or to my knees will I fall? Will I sing halleluiah or will I be able to 

speak at all? I can only imagine.” 

 Recently during our weekly PINTS – Presbyterians Imbibing In Necessary Theological Study – 

group our Young Adults have been wrestling with the topics of the after life – of heaven, hell, the 

resurrection, etc. And in these conversations we’ve discussed what we learned as children across many 

different Christian faith traditions, how our experiences with the death of loved ones, and other 

experiences have led us a variety of views on these subjects, as we’ve asked questions and wrestled with 

what scripture says and with the writings of theologians and our faith tradition, wondering what is 

really out there for us after we die.  



Now, I wish I could tell you today that in our faith, in our scriptures, there is one clear cut, 

consistent view of life after dead, of heaven, of  the resurrection. Confirmands, I wish I could give you and 

everyone else something easy to understand, but this along with many other things of our faith are just 

not that simple. Even the terms we use –  heaven, eternal life, the Church triumphant, the resurrection, 

the Kingdom of God, while often used interchangeably in the ways we talk about what happens after 

death, they all mean and represent slightly different things. They are all just one aspect that reflects a 

greater whole of God’s eternal love and care for us.  

 In today’s text we have a group of Sadducees, a specific Jewish religious group, asking Jesus a 

question about the resurrection, a topic they don’t even intend to try and understand. The Sadducees 

aren’t asking Jesus about what is heaven like, or even what happens after we die, because the Sadducees, 

or at least some of them we are told, don’t believe in the resurrection of the dead, a belief that was 

becoming a part of mainstream Jewish thought in Jesus’ time, where God would raise the dead, body and 

spirit as part of the new age. This belief is linked with the hope of the Messiah and the coming of the 

Kingdom of God. They are asking this question of Jesus because they hope to get him to make a misstep. 

They along with the other religious authorities in Jerusalem during Jesus’ last week before his death are 

building a case against him. They are trying to get him to say something that will either have him 

advocating a violation of the law or denying the resurrection, either way they’re goading him into make 

some people very mad.  

 What the Sadducees do care about is the Law. The Law of Moses. They consider the Torah, the 

first five books of the Hebrew Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, to be the 

authoritative words of God, and not the words of the prophets, and the wisdom literature, and the 

Psalms, all these writings where others have gleaned this idea of the promise of the resurrection. So the 

question that is posed to Jesus is a legal one, not a spiritual one. The view of marriage that the Sadducees 

profess isn’t exactly one of romantic love and companionship. This is question about to whom will this 

woman, who was married to 7 men in her lifetime, belong, as in which brother gets to claim her as his 



property in the resurrection. They are using an outlandish example to get Jesus to deny or find fault with 

the law – a law whose intentions are to make sure that widows are cared for. That in a patriarchal 

system, where women had little rights and agency, this law ensured that a childless woman would still 

be provided for after her husband died, leaving her without any male protection. 

 Jesus doesn’t really answer their question. And come on, when has Jesus ever really been big on 

giving straight answers anyway? Jesus in his response highlights the gap between understanding and 

imagination. He invites the Sadducees and those who are listening into a new way of thinking about the 

resurrection life that can’t be understood in the same terms as this life.  

 In the resurrection life, Jesus says, human structures and concepts such as marriage have no 

meaning and purpose. These human systems are unnecessary, because God’s order reigns. Now if you’re 

worried that this means you won’t be reunited with your beloved spouse in the resurrection or if you’re 

worried about which beloved spouse you will encounter in the resurrection, don’t be, because what 

remains, what is eternal, are the relationships, the love, the ways God has connected us to each other and 

to God’s self. We will be like the angels, Jesus said. Like children of God, enjoying and rejoicing in the 

eternal presence of God.  

The age of resurrection is also not on any timeline we can understand. We’re on God’s time, a 

time where past, present, and future are one, because God is in the past, present, and future. Last week 

we celebrated and honored our saints, not the football team, but those who came before us. Those who 

like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are alive to God, are alive in and among us still. Those who have gone 

before us are never truly lost. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.   

 Jesus in his words to the Sadducees here is still only giving us a glimpse into that resurrection 

life. The apostle Paul in his letter to the church in Corinth says, “no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 

human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.” So yes on this side of the 

resurrection, much of what that even is is still a mystery. Jesus doesn’t give us the whole answer, the 



whole picture of what happens to us and our loved ones when we die. He doesn’t say who is in and who 

is out. Who is worthy and who is unworthy. But we do know from Jesus’ teachings, the way he lived his 

life, and in his death and own resurrection that love and grace will dominate. There is no place for fear or 

grief. Death is no more.   

Now we may not have certainty about what the resurrection, or eternal life, or heaven, or life 

after death looks like, or but we do have trust – trust in a God who will not forsake us, who has been 

faithful and will remain eternally. Because of this we can trust that in whatever comes next, God’s love, 

grace, peace, and hope endures.  

I can only imagine… 


