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“Not Alone”

Today’s scripture lesson is a bit of a departure from the post-resurrection Jesus appearances or
stories of the early church spreading the gospel that we have been exploring here in the season of Easter.
We’re going back in time chronologically and revisiting words of Jesus spoken to his disciples before his
death. Jesus is saying goodbye to his disciples, explaining to them what’s about to happen, and trying to
impart final lessons and assurances of comfort. Understandably the disciples have a lot of questions, and
so Jesus says that he is telling them these things now before they happen so that they do happen they will
believe, they will understand. On the other side of the resurrection is where Jesus words make the most
sense and everything that Jesus had been saying clicks into place.

With the benefit of hindsight, we can see that Jesus is preparing the disciples for a life without
his physical presence. We can imagine the grief already taking hold in the hearts of the disciples as the
reality of Jesus’ final moments with them begin to set in, even as they don’t fully understand. So as Jesus
is speaking hard truths about his death he is reassuring them that they won’t be left alone - “I will not
leave you orphaned,” he says in the preceding verses of today’s text. He is also reiterating the most
important parts of his teachings. In these chapters of John we call the “farewell discourse” we also get the
story of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples, telling them that to be great they must serve one another,
and that he leaves them with a new command that they love one another, just as he has loved them. This
is how people will know to whom they belong, that they are his, by their love. He is setting the stage for
how they will go on and keep what they have begun together going.

[ want to make clear that those who are gathered around Jesus at this time, are those who love
him. These chapters in John are not like the sermon on the mount, told to nameless crowds in the
countryside, but to an intimate group of friends, so when Jesus says, “those who love me...” he’s talking
about those who are gathered in this room. And he is teaching them how they are to continue to love him
— keeping his words, continuing to live and act in the ways he’s been showing them all along. And the
Father — God - will also love them. The Father’s love is so intwined with the Son that you cannot
separate them, and just as Jesus has been with the disciples - dwelling with them, abiding with them,

making his home with them, that will continue even after he is gone. They will not be left alone.



This text was the Gospel reading at my ordination. One of my good family friends and mentors,
Cathy Hamrick, preached at my ordination on this text. And on that day, as I was on the precipice of
ordered ministry, of moving here and becoming your pastor, she reminded me that I would not be left
alone in the gargantuan task of serving God and the people as a pastor. She brought me a cross, not just
any cross to decorate my office, but a Celtic cross, whose unique design dates back centuries to the Irish
and Scottish Christians who created these often HUGE stone crosses set in the countryside as symbols of
their faith and emblems of their devotion. In addition to the size of many of these crosses, what makes
them stand out is their unique design which features a circle around the intersection of the two lines of
the cross. I've brought a super simplified version of it to show you here. Many Celtic crosses also feature
intricate knot designs that are so indicative of that Celtic aesthetic.

These crosses have come to mean many things over the centuries, from Christ’s halo, to
knowledge, strength, and compassion, but the meaning that Cathy shared on my ordination day was that
“these crosses express the belief that Christ and creation are interwoven. Christ, represented by the
cross, and creation, the world, represented by the orb and at the heart of the cross, and the center of the
orb, they are one. They share the same center. They emerge from the same point - out of the heart of
God’s Own Being.™

So maybe this is what Jesus is talking about when he says, “those who love me, will keep my
word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.” Jesus
will always be with us. We will not be left alone. In fact, there will always be a part of God dwelling
among us here on the earth — an Advocate, a friend, a helper who is going to remind us of who we are and
teach us more about who God has created us to be.

This passage is one that I find to be deceptively simple. In terms of Bible passages, it is actually
pretty straight forward and easy to understand. There is not a whole lot of interpretation or
contextualization that needs to happen in order to get at what Jesus is talking about. Loving Jesus,
means keeping his word - taking what he has taught and going out and doing those things. It is not an
intellectual or purely spiritual exercise, it is a way of being in the world. So what is hard about this
passage is the following part, loving as Jesus loved. The truth is we don’t always or even often want to
love everyone. Loving like Jesus did, leaves us vulnerable. Loving this way is hard because it won’t help us
optimize our lives, it won’t give us safety and security, and it won’t help us achieve success or attain
power. And Jesus knew how hard it would be to reject what the world gives us, and so we are not left
alone.

The Holy Spirit — Christ’s abiding presence with us - is a gift in more than one way. This Spirit is

our advocate, Jesus says, helping us to do something we can’t do on our own. We simple can not love in
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the ways Jesus loved all on our own, relying on ourselves. The Holy Spirit gives us encouragement and
strength to do the hard things, to love in the face of evil, to hope in the face of hardship, to have faith in
the face of uncertainty and doubt. What the Holy Spirit also brings us is a peace — a peace that Paul
characterizes as “passing all understanding” a kind of peace that abides despite all of our fears and
troubles.

So do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. Love Jesus and keep his

word, and remember we are not left alone.



