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Luke 20:27-38

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 2® and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the manl®l shall marry the widow and raise up
children for his brother. 2 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; *° then the
second®! * and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. *? Finally the woman also died. ** In
the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.”

*Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, *> but those who are considered
worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. * Indeed, they
cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. *” And the
fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. *® Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of
them are alive.”

[ don’t know if I was a Sadducee when I graduated from seminary, but I do know I thought I possessed a lot of
knowledge and I knew enough to be dangerous. I was even looking forward to the first knock on the door from religious
visitors trying to convert me or save me. [ wanted to show them a thing or two and make them wish they had never
knocked on my door. For me, religion was about being right, knowing the right things, being able to outwit the ‘have you
been saved’ piety of the door knockers. But I wonder in my eagerness to prove them wrong or theologically shallow, if I
wasn’t reducing my own faith to an argument to be won or more insightful knowledge to be possessed. Sure, it is
reductionistic and a caricature of faith to reduce it to being assured of one’s chosenness and personal salvation as the
main or only point, but perhaps it was also reductionistic and ignoble of me to think it was my job to put all these door
knockers inquiring about ‘my’ salvation in their place by quoting scripture back at them and trying to engage them in a
religious argument. There is more than one way to make people feel small and why did I take it upon myself to want to
get into a debate with well meaning people who were trying to live out their faith at they best understood it.

The Sadducees are arguers as well and are skeptics of the resurrection and so take the opportunity to engage with
this Rabbi about the irrationality of the resurrection in which he believes. It makes no sense they claim. And are happy to
provide an illustration to prove their point. The Sadducees bring up the obscure Levitical requirement that if a man dies,
his brother is obligated to marry his widow and raise his children for his brother. And in this scenario of seven brothers
who keep perishing and the next brother marrying the wife, the Sadducees want to know whose wife she will be in the
resurrection. Let’s debate on this grounds so we can show you once and for all how foolish it is for you to cling to this

notions of resurrection. The resurrection, Jesus responds, goes beyond the arrangements, constraints, and obligations of

this world and it is not about figuring out who belong to who after we are dead, but about humanity fully alive before
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God. In the resurrection, every human life shines fully alive before God and render questions focused on the details and
arrangements of this world less critical. Perhaps a less polite Jesus could answer thusly, ‘it doesn’t really matter, because
we will all be fully alive before God.’

But Jesus responds by elevating a vision of humanity before God, fully alive, no matter the challenges and
limitations that might beset humanity in this scenario posed by the Sadducees or any scenario. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus is
constantly posed questions that push him to argumentation or a tit-for-tat on the fine points of the law, but Jesus
elevates the conversation, not so much to winning arguments, but offering a vision of humanity that challenges the
existing order and calls us to go beyond the who'’s right and who’s wrong or who’s winning and who’s losing that we
prefer to keep score on. What must I do to inherit eternal life, a rich young man asks Jesus. Sell everything you have and
come and follow me. Looking for an argument or a three-step solution, the man instead gets a call for total
transformation. Well who is the neighbor that I am called to love, a lawyer presses Jesus. Your neighbor is the otherest of
others whether that is a MAGA clad election denier or a Black Lives Matter protestor or a migrant seeing asylum at our
nation’s border or religious zealot knocking at the door trying to save you.

Instead of trying to make faith into winning arguments or always being right about everything, Jesus points us to
a future that includes our enemies, fully resurrected and thriving as humanity fully alive, right alongside of us. Even when
the norms of the world around us everywhere we turn seem to celebrate internet trolling and demeaning our peers and
humiliating people with whom we have a beef, Jesus offers a response that transforms the conversation, offers deeper
insight into God, and lifts everyone there to a higher plane. He points us to a reality and to a God who refuses to invest in
the things that lead to death, including endless debates over who is more right or whose brand of piety is best or how
sometimes it is okay to demean other people, trying to take our enemies and friends down a notch, always reducing
everyone’s motives to the lowest common denominator. Jesus refuses to engage in such a life, knowing it only leads to
death and self-destruction. Instead, Jesus confronts us with something more challenging and transforming than an
argument or an opportunity to move up the pecking order, he confronts us with a God who is ‘not a God of the dead but

of the living, for him to him all of them are alive.’

Perhaps that is the way of life to which we all are called, even now in the realm of politics, in the realm of social
media, in the realm of public conversation, in the realm of being a sports fan, in the realm of trying to keep us all from
living in a brittle civil society. Receiving the vision of Christ and seeing every human life, as someone who is destined for

resurrection and as someone Christ came to redeem, transform, and make fully alive even when it is so easy to caricature



them or to believe life is about dealing mostly in the dark arts in order to preserve ourselves at all costs. I think we come
to worship because because we believe there is a chance, a hope, a desire that we get to glimpse or taste or experience a
world and a way of life that goes against the grain of the kill or be killed, fight or flight, everyone for his or herself world

we often find ourselves getting sucked back into.

Professor of Liturgy and Worship for many years at Union Seminary in Richmond, Ron Byars, puts it this way: ‘In
worship, I see further out than I can see anywhere else. I see a glimpse of the kingdom of heaven, to which Jesus points us.
That realm where the loose ends are at last tied up; where those things that haven’t come out even in scores of lifetimes
finally do come out even. A place where the unfinished becomes finished. Where it no longer matters whether we lived a
short time or a long time on this earth. Where that One whose presence we sense among us will meet us face to face.
Jesus cures our near sightedness. He tells us that the very bottom line is that our presence does not go unnoticed in the

universe. There is One who knows our names, and for whom our names matter.

What makes this table dangerous and countercultural is not because what happens here is a pious religious pick
me up in our otherwise secular lives; what makes this table powerful and real is not because only those who have won the
right arguments or been right on all the issues are invited here. What makes this table transformative and subversive is a
community that believes that what happens at this table orders the rest of our lives. What makes this table take on a life
of its own is when it produces a community where all who enter belong and have something to contribute, a community
that shares the bread and cup, forgives forgive each other and move forward toward to practice reconciliation. What
makes this table impactful is when it becomes the reverse of Las Vegas, when what happens here does not stay here, but
ripples out into the rest of our world, extending the hospitality, justice, and grace of Jesus Christ through living
embodiments into the day to day and give and take of our anxious and adrenaline fueled world.

What we are doing here is not just playing church or taking part in some inner private religious sentiment that
has nothing to do with the world out there. At this table, in our worship, we are given a vision of reality, a glimpse of the
kingdom of heaven, a community where sins are forgiven and second chances are the rule, not the exception. But that is
not all, for this table does not end here, but extends out into this world, and worship may be over in an hour, give or take,
but church does not end here. We are called to make church happen wherever we go and wherever we are, to do our part
to reflect back to God humanity fully alive, and to elevate others and encourage their gifts rather than just cultivating our
own. The early church father and theologian Irenaeus declared that ‘the glory of God is humanity fully alive.” It is not

enough to think that could ever be an individual pursuit, which may be hard enough, but that is why we are here as a



church, a community, a collective, to work so that every human life we encounter may know what it means to be

humanity fully alive, and in their own particular way, give God the glory. Amen.



