
Stated Session Meeting Agenda 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 

November 28, 2022 

5:30-6:00 pm — Food and Fellowship in Frampton Fellowship Hall 

6:00 pm – Meeting begins in the Chapel 

Call to Order: Rev. Chris Currie 

Elder Class of 2025: Faith Statements 

Opening Devotion and Prayer Rev. Chris Currie 

Moderator's Report Rev. Chris Currie  

Clerk's Report Laurie Young 

PW Report written report in packet. 

Action Items: 

• Approval of Stated Session Meeting Minutes of October 24, 2022.

• Approval of New Member Minutes of October 2, 2022.

• Approval of New Member Minutes of October 9, 2022

• Approval of New Member Minutes of October 16, 20222.

Session Action Item Chris Currie – Bylaws Review and Vote 

Approval of new Bylaws found in Session Packet 

Committee Reports 

Community Ministries—Elizabeth Artigues, Chair 

No written report. 

Congregational Care—Sheila Schwartzmann, Chair 

Report in Session Packet. 

Congregational Life—Meg Gammage, Chair 

No written report. 

Finance—Curtis Cunningham, Chair 

Report in Session Packet. 

Global Ministries—Scott Montgomery, Chair 

No written report. 

Leadership Development—Jenny Baldwin, Chair 

Summary of PSL Meeting held November 12, 2023 

Membership—Margaret Ann Lindsey, Chair 

Report in Session Packet. 
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Personnel—Randy Evans, Chair  

 Report in Session Packet. 

Property—Sydney Lawder, Chair  

 Report in Session Packet 

Spiritual Formation—Zach Christiansen, Chair 

 No written report. 

Stewardship—Hardie Edgecombe, Chair  

 No written report.  

Worship and Music — Francis McCall, Chair 

 No written report. 

 Action Items: 

 Approval of Communion date of December 4, 2022 at the 10:30 am worship 

service. 

 Approval of Request for the Baptism of Reed Rowan Hudson, on December 4, 

2022 at the 10:30 am worship service.  

 Approval of Request for the Baptism of Henry Monroe Landis on January 8, 

2023 at the 8:30 am worship service. 
 

Stewardship Thank You Calls: Contact numbers and script will be provided. 
 

Pastoral Care Rev. Chancellor-Watson 
 

Staff Reports 

Rev. Chris Currie 

Sarah Chancellor-Watson 

Steven Blackmon 

Lynn Hoffman 

Michele Murphy 

Chris Hazlaris: 
 

Adjournment and Parting Peace — Rev. Dr. Chris Currie 

L: From where we are to where you need us, 

P: Christ be beside us. 

L: From what we are to what you can make of us, 

P: Christ be before us. 

L: Surround us with your presence, inspire us with your purpose, Confirm in us 

your love.                                                                                                                                  

P: Christ go ahead of us. Amen. 
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Moderator’s Report to the Session 
November 28, 2022 

 
 
 
 
Dear SCAPC Session: 
 
I hope you all had a very happy Thanksgiving. At our upcoming meeting I am excited to 
welcome members of the session class of 2025 and to hear their faith statements. We look 
forward to thanking congregation members who have made a pledge for the coming year 
during an in-meeting phonathon and look forward to an update on the 2023 budget and 
the work left we have to do through our stewardship campaign. Special thanks to the 
Personnel committee for our snacks and refreshments. 
 
All Good wishes, 
 
Chris Currie 
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Presbyterian Women 

November 2022 Session Report 
 

 

PW Publications: 

• The SCAPC PW 2022 – 2023 yearbook, Sabbath, Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and 

Delight, costs $10.00, and the 2022 – 2023 Horizon Bible Study Celebrating Sabbath, 

Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight costs $10.00. Both books can be purchased 

from Hallie Boh. 

 

PW Activities: 

• The Book Club will meet on Thursday, November 17, 2022 at 5:30 pm. The book is 

Beloved by Toni Morrison.  

• The Thank Offering will be collected during the morning worship service on 

Sunday, November 20, 2022. 

• The mission partner for November is Eden House. 

• PW will host the Thanksgiving Dinner at Eden House on Sunday, November 27, 

2022. To donate to the dinner, go to www.signupgenius.com and click on SCAPC 

PW. Volunteers are also needed, please contact Harriet Riley at hriley1@mac.com. 

• The Contemplative Practices Group meets every Tuesday at 1:30 pm (via Zoom). 

• Spiritually Hungry Women meets every Wednesday at 12:30 pm. 

 

PW Calendar for December: 

• The PW Christmas Worship Program, with a reception immediately following, 

will be held at the home of Stephanie and Peter November on December 13, 2022 

at 6 pm. 

• The Book Club will meet on Thursday, December 15, 2022. The book is The Widow 

Clicquot: The Story of a Champagne Empire and the Woman Who Ruled It by Tilar J. 

Mazzeo. 

• The PW Mission Partner for December will be announced. 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Henrietta Augustus Harris 
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St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 

Minutes of Stated Session Meeting 

October 24, 2022 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER Chris Currie, Moderator 

The meeting was called to order in Frampton Fellowship Hall at 6:07 p.m. 

 

OPENING DEVOTION and PRAYER Chris Currie 

The meeting was opened with a devotion centered on “A Prayer for Reformation 

Sunday” which he composed, and which was published in Presbyterian Outlook today. 

A prayer followed. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Present: Elizabeth Artigues, Jenny Baldwin, Avery Beuerman, Steven Blackmon, 

Hallie Boh, Cindy Bush, Charles Carson, Sarah Chancellor-Watson, Zach 

Christiansen, Chris Currie, Karen Donaldson, John Dunlap, Hardie Edgecombe, 

Nancy Ellis, Randy Evans, Sophie Frankowski, Meg Gammage, Katie Gilly, Kelly 

Gottsche, Dave Grissett, Megan Guy, Henrietta Harris, Chris Hazlaris, Madeline 

Heymann, Lou Hoffman, John Koch, Sydney Lawder, Margaret Ann Lindsey, Mary 

Malone, Melissa McDonald, Michele Murphy, Stewart Peck, Kate Prechter, Richard 

Seelman, Dawn Talbot, Ann Van Horn, Tyler Wheeler, Matthew Wilson, and Laurie 

Young. 
 

Excused: Curtis Cunningham, Beth Edwards, Judith Halverson, Lynn Hoffman, 

Harper Johnson, Becky Knight, Carol Maher, Frances McCall, Christy McCann, Scott 

Montgomery, Sheila Schwartzmann, and Kristi Trail 

 

MODERATOR’S REPORT (report in packet): Chris Currie 

 

CLERK’S REPORT (all minutes and reports in packet): Laurie Young 

ACTION ITEMS: Approval of the following was requested: 

o Stated Session Meeting Minutes of September 26, 2022 

o New Member Minutes of September 18, 2022 

o New Member Minutes of September 25, 2022 

A motion to approve all these minutes was made, seconded, and passed 

unanimously. 
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REPORTS 

o Session members were asked to review the draft of the new SCAPC Bylaws and 

to pose any questions or suggestions to the Bylaws Committee by close of 

business on November 4, 2022. Following subsequent discussion and revisions 

as needed, the final document will be submitted to the Session for approval at 

the November 28, 2022 Session meeting. 

o Henrietta Harris drew attention to the Presbyterian Women’s report included in 

the packet. 

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Community Ministry (report in packet) Elizabeth Artigues, Chair 

- Avery Beuerman was called to the floor to announce and encourage participation 

in the upcoming Corporate Cup race which supports the YMCA’s “YES!” Adult 

literacy program with which SCAPC is partnered. 

 

Congregational Care (report in packet) Chris Currie for Sheila Schwartzmann, Chair 

- The committee has formed a “Flower Ministry” in which each Sunday’s Sanctuary 

flowers are broken down into smaller arrangements and delivered to church 

members in particular need of comfort. Session members were encouraged to help 

either with arranging, delivery, and/or by offering names of church members in 

need. 

 

Congregational Life (report in packet) Meg Gammage, Chair 

- The Wednesday Night Out (WNO) program and Sunday morning refreshments 

are running smoothly. Ideas for future WNO programs are welcome.  

- Scottish Heritage/Reformation Sunday will take place October 30, 2022. 

 

Finance Report (reports in packet) Curtis Cunningham, Chair 

 

Leadership Development (report in packet): Jenny Baldwin, Chair 

 

Membership (report in packet): Margaret Ann Lindsey, Chair 

- A beautiful New Member Brunch at the home of Louellen and Darryl Berger was 

held October 23, 2022, and was chaired by Gwen Wertz with 20 committee 

members assisting. 
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Personnel (report in packet and includes proposed new Staff Handbook):  

Randy Evans, Chair 

- ACTION ITEM: 

o Session members were asked to review the proposed new Staff Handbook 

which was prepared in large part by Gillian Egan, Dave Mize, and Lynn 

Hoffman. In subsequent discussion regarding the first sentence of the first 

page, it was moved that the word “You” be replaced with “All employees.” 

This motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

o A motion to approve the new Staff Handbook with the above referenced 

amendment was made and passed unanimously. 

 

Property (report in packet) Sydney Lawder, Chair 

- The new carillon has been installed and is demonstrating greater sound quality 

than the previous carillon. 

- The project to provide new access to the Sanctuary attic is underway. 

 

Stewardship Hardie Edgecombe, Chair 

- 2023 pledges received thus far reflect 71% of the 2023 Stewardship Campaign 

goal. Additional pledges are expected from 102 previously pledging families who 

have not yet committed for 2023. Calls to this group will begin next week, October 

31, 2022 forward. 

 

Worship and Music: Chris Currie for Frances McCall, Chair 

- ACTION ITEM: 

o Approval of Baptisms for Rees Scarlett Ross, Lachlan Russell Ross, and 

Charles Rick Rees on November 27, 2022, at the 10:30 worship service was 

requested. 

A motion to approve was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

PASTORAL CARE: Sarah Chancellor-Watson, Vice-Moderator 

- No church members are currently hospitalized. 

- Session members are encouraged to review the Prayer List linked weekly in The 

Quatrefoil e-newsletter. 
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STAFF REPORTS 

Sarah Chancellor-Watson 

- A RHINO trip to Fort Meyers, Florida to muck, gut, and remove debris from 

homes effected by recent flooding has been tentatively scheduled for either 

November 10-13 or 17-20, 2022. 

- Plans are underway for additional RHINO trips this spring, including a trip to 

Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

- Another Habitat for Humanity Unity Build is scheduled for January 13-16 and 20-

21, 2023, and all are invited to participate. Due to supply chain issues and delays 

at the municipal level, the house will take multiple months to build. 

- Bob Gamble, Executive Director of This Child Here ministry in Ukraine, will speak 

at the November 2, 2022 WNO. 

 

Chris Hazlaris 

- The SCAPC Youth Sock Fundraiser is continuing to raise funds for retreats and 

other Youth ministry endeavors. 

 

Chris Currie 

- Attention was drawn to the tentative schedule for the Session Retreat on January 

27-28, 2023, in the packet. 

 

Lynn Hoffman (report given by Chris Currie) 

- Committee Chairs who have not yet submitted their 2023 budget request 

document must do so by October 28, 2022. 

 

A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING at 6:58 p.m. was made, seconded, and 

passed unanimously. 

 

A PARTING PRAYER OF PEACE was given by Chris Currie.  

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________________ 

Laurie Young  Chris Currie 

Clerk of Session  Moderator of Session 
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Minutes 
Meeting of the Session 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

October 2, 2022 
 

The Session of St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church was called to order by Moderator, 
Pastor Chris Currie on October 2, 2022. An opening prayer was given. The purpose of the 
meeting was to receive new members. 
 
 In attendance were: 
Randy Evans               Stephanie Currie  Elizabeth McGough 
Margaret Ann Lindsey Lou Hoffman   John Wade 
Christy McCann  Sarah McHarg   Mayson Buffington 
Charlie Smith   Sybil Favrot 
 
 Upon motion, the following persons were formally received by the Session: 
 
 
Transfer of Membership 

Margaret Favrot Cross 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith:  
  
 
Profession of Faith: 
  
 
Reactivation of Membership: 
  
 
Affiliate:       
  
  
 

Following prayer, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     
      Gwen Wertz 
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Minutes 
Meeting of the Session 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

October 9, 2022 
 

The Session of St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church was called to order by Moderator, 
Pastor Chris Currie on October 9, 2022. An opening prayer was given. The purpose of the 
meeting was to receive new members. 
 
 In attendance were: 
Randy Evans               Stephanie Currie  Elizabeth McGough 
Margaret Ann Lindsey Lou Hoffman   John Wade 
Christy McCann  Sarah McHarg   Mayson Buffington 
Judith Luchsinger  Candy Cranch 
 
 Upon motion, the following persons were formally received by the Session: 
 
 
Transfer of Membership 

 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith:  
 Anna Carey 
 John Roman Kattengell 
 Brittany Simmons 
 
Profession of Faith: 
  
 
Reactivation of Membership: 
  
 
Affiliate:       
  
  
 

Following prayer, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     
      Stephanie Currie 
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Minutes 
Meeting of the Session 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

October 16, 2022 
 

The Session of St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church was called to order by Moderator, 
Pastor Chris Currie on October 16, 2022. An opening prayer was given. The purpose of the 
meeting was to receive new members. 
 
 In attendance were: 
Randy Evans               Stephanie Currie  Elizabeth McGough 
Margaret Ann Lindsey Lou Hoffman   Nancy Jane Carson 
Christy McCann  Sarah McHarg   Mayson Buffington 
Judith Luchsinger  Candy Cranch 
 
 Upon motion, the following persons were formally received by the Session: 
 
 
Transfer of Membership 

Cynthia Reeves 
Louise Devlin 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith:  
 Clay Devlin 
 Joshua Pardo 
 
Profession of Faith: 
  
 
Reactivation of Membership: 
  
 
Affiliate:       
  
  
 

Following prayer, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     
      Lou Hoffman 
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BYLAWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 

1545 State Street 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

(504) 897- 0101 

 

First organized in 1921 with Articles of Incorporation, last amended in 2008, St. Charles Avenue 

Presbyterian Church is a non-profit and non-stock religious and charitable corporation existing 

under the laws of the State of Louisiana. It is a member church of the Presbytery of South 

Louisiana in the Synod of the Sun of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

These Bylaws are intended to fully replace and supersede any and all prior bylaws (and any and 

all amendments thereto) of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.  These Bylaws were 

approved by the Session at its regular meeting on November 28, 2022. 
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ARTICLE 1 

Beliefs 

The Creeds and Confessions of the Church are outlined in the Book of Confessions of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

ARTICLE 2 
Order of Authority 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) consists of the most current versions 

of the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order (collectively, the “Constitution”).  Under the 

lordship of Jesus Christ, the Constitution is the ultimate authority for the governance of SCAPC. 

To the extent there are inconsistencies between the Constitution and these Bylaws, the provisions 

of the Constitution control.  Further, the complete order of authorities for the governance of 

SCAPC is: the Constitution, the SCAPC Articles of Incorporation (filed with the Louisiana 

Secretary of State), these Bylaws, and the Manual of Operations of SCAPC. 

ARTICLE 3 
Membership 

SCAPC is an intergenerational fellowship of faithful Christians in the Reformed Tradition.  

All persons who put their trust in Jesus Christ and are willing to be Christ’s faithful disciples are 

eligible for membership.  It should be noted that teaching elders who serve as members of the 

Presbytery are not members of a specific church. 

ARTICLE 4 
Governance 

Section 4.1 Congregation 

(a) The congregation is the basic form of church that is bound together in communion 

with other churches, united in relationships and responsibility, contributing our particular strengths 

to the benefit of the whole. In the life of the congregation, individual believers are equipped for 

the ministry of witness to the love and grace of God in and for the world. The congregation reaches 

out to people, communities, and the world to share the good news of Jesus Christ, to gather for 

worship, to offer care and nurture to God’s children, to speak for social justice, and to bear witness 

to the truth and reign of God1 The polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) presupposes the 

fellowship of women, men, and children united in covenant relationship with one another and with 

God through Jesus Christ2. A ‘congregation,’ refers to a formally organized community chartered 

and recognized by a presbytery as provided in this Constitution. The members of a congregation 

put themselves under the leadership of the session and the higher councils (presbytery, synod, 

General Assembly). The session is responsible for guiding and governing the life of the 

congregation. The session leads the congregation in fulfilling its responsibilities for the service of 

all people, for the upbuilding of the whole church, and for the glory of God.3 

 
1 G-1.0101 (all citations, such as this one, are to sections of the Book of Order 2019-2021). 
2 G-1.0102 
3 G-1.0103 
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(b) Notice of Meetings 

Notice of all meetings must be given to the Congregation in writing not less than seven 

days prior to any meeting.  The notice must include the date, time, location with address, and 

agenda for the meeting.  No business other than that permitted by the Book of Order may be 

included on the agenda of any Congregation meeting or otherwise transacted at such meetings.4  

The notice of a Congregational meeting may allow for members of the Congregation to participate 

in the meeting by the use of any means of communication by which all members of the 

Congregation may hear each other simultaneously during the meeting.  A member participating in 

this manner will be deemed to be present in person at the meeting for all purposes including the 

determination of a quorum.  

(c) Annual Meetings 

At the Annual Meeting, the Congregation will: 

(i) receive the Annual Report of the Session, which will include the financial, 

statistical, and committee reports 

(ii) receive and act upon Session recommendations regarding changes, if any, to the 

pastors’ terms of call 

(iii) elect new classes of ruling elders 

No additional business may be addressed unless stated in the meeting notice and allowed 

by the Book of Order. 

(d) Special Meetings 

In addition to the Annual Meeting, Special Meetings of the Congregation may be held as 

set forth in the Book of Order.5 

(e) Presiding Officers 

(i) Moderator – The installed pastor of the Church will ordinarily moderate all 

meetings of the Congregation.  If it is impractical for the pastor to preside as 

moderator, the Book of Order provisions for naming a substitute moderator will 

control.6 

(ii) Secretary – The clerk of session will serve as secretary for all meetings of the 

Congregation.  If the clerk of session is unable to serve, the Congregation will 

elect a secretary for the meeting.7 

 
4 G-1.0503 
5 G-1.0502 
6 G-1.0504 
7 G-1.0505 
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(f) Quorum 

A quorum at either the Annual Meeting or any Special Meeting consists of no less than (a) 

the moderator, (b) the secretary, and (c) 10% of the current active membership of the Church.  The 

secretary of the meeting will conclusively determine and announce whether a quorum is present at 

the beginning of each meeting. 

(g) Location 

All meetings of the Congregation will be held on the grounds of the Church property, unless 

it is unavailable for such purpose, in which case the Session will select an alternate location. 

(h) Voting 

All active members of the Church who are present at a meeting are eligible to vote. 

(i) Parliamentary Procedure 

All meetings will follow the guidelines in the most current edition of Robert’s Rules of 

Order, except where the Constitution provides otherwise. 

Section 4.2 Session 

(a) Purpose 

The Session of the Church is charged with the spiritual and temporal governance of the 

Congregation and has authority over all of the affairs, activities, finances, properties, and discipline 

of the Church, except when otherwise assigned to the pastors and/or the Congregation by the 

Constitution. 

(b) Composition 

The Session will consist of the Church pastors and active ruling elders of the Church. 

(c) Moderator 

As set forth in the Book of Order, the pastor of the Congregation will be the moderator of 

the meetings of the Session.8 

(d) Ruling Elders 

(i) Election and Terms of Service 

Every year, the Leadership Development Committee of the Church will nominate a slate 

of candidates to serve a term of three years. The slate may also include Youth Elders as well as 

specific committee assignments for the nominated candidates. The slate will be presented to the 

Congregation for election. A ruling elder may not serve consecutive, full three-year terms.  After 

 
8 G-3.0201 
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one year of being off the Session, an inactive elder become eligible to serve again on the Session.  

Youth Elders will serve a single term of one year. 

(ii) Trustees 

Trustees, on behalf of the Corporation, have the power to receive, to hold, to encumber, to 

manage, and to transfer property, real or personal, for the congregation.  When buying, selling, or 

mortgaging real property, the Trustees must first have been granted the approval of the 

congregation in a duly constituted meeting. 

Accepting and executing deeds of title to such property, holding and defending title to such 

property, and managing any permanent special funds are all subject to the authority of the Session, 

as stated in its Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

(iii) Vacancy 

As the result of the death, resignation, or removal of a Session member, any vacancy on 

the Session may be filled by election of the Congregation at the Annual Meeting or at a Special 

Meeting called by the Session using the same process of nomination and election as set forth above. 

(iv) Study and Preparation 

Each new class will be offered appropriate training and preparation for fulfilling the 

responsibilities of a ruling elder as prescribed by the Book of Order.9 

(v) Examination by the Session. 

Upon completion of study and preparation, each new ruling elder will be examined and 

approved/disapproved by the Session. The Session will select a date for the service of ordination 

and/or installation of the approved new ruling elders. 

(e) Committees 

The Session has the authority to create committees to promote the healthy and vibrant 

functioning of the Church. 

(f) Meetings 

Meetings of the Session will be held no less than quarterly.  The moderator will call a 

special meeting when the moderator deems it necessary or when it is requested in writing by any 

two members of the Session.  Meetings will be called and noticed in compliance with the Book of 

Order.  A quorum for a Session meeting requires (i) the moderator and (ii) no less than one third 

of active Session members.  The notice of a Session meeting may allow for members of the Session 

to participate in the meeting by the use of any means of communication by which all members of 

the Session may hear each other simultaneously during the meeting.  A member participating in 

 
9 G-2.0402 
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this manner will be deemed to be present in person at the meeting for all purposes including the 

determination of a quorum. 

(g) Parliamentary Procedure 

All meetings will follow the guidelines stated in the most current edition Robert’s Rules of 

Order. 

ARTICLE 5 
Property 

Section 5.1 Held in Trust 

All properties held by SCAPC are held in trust for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.).10 

Section 5.2 Exemption Claimed 

By vote of the Congregation on January 25, 1984, SCAPC elected to claim the exemption 

stated in the Book of Order11 that allows member churches to buy, sell or mortgage church property 

without the approval of any other church body.12  This provision existed before the establishment 

of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

ARTICLE 6 
Manual of Operations 

The SCAPC Manual of Operations will include all of the organizational policies and 

procedures that the Session, staff, and session committees need for the proper administration of 

the Church’s ministry and best practices. After these Bylaws, the manual of operations sets forth 

organizational policy and procedures, including an organizational chart, a staff handbook, 

personnel job descriptions, and committee structure and responsibilities. Committee policies 

include, but are not limited to: finance policy and procedures for the operating budget, gifts and 

memorials, and the visionary fund; worship policy for weddings and funerals; property policy for 

facility use and outside groups; youth and child protection policies; and additional policies and 

procedures the Session deems necessary to assist with the day-to-day operations of SCAPC. The 

manual of operations is an organizational resource and guide to staff and Session for the proper 

functioning and operations of SCAPC’s ministry. 

ARTICLE 7 
Rolls and Registers 

Section 7.1 Rolls 

The Session will maintain records of the following membership rolls: 

 
10 G-4.0203 
11 G-4.0208 
12 G-4.0208 
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(a) Active members 

(b) Baptized members 

(c) Affiliate members 

Section 7.2 Registers 

The Session will maintain records of the following registers: 

(a) Baptisms 

(b) Ruling elders 

(c) All pastors, including dates of service 

(d) Internments in the Columbarium 

 

ARTICLE 8 
Amendments 

Section 8.1 Bylaws 

Amendments to the Bylaws are subject to the Church’s corporate charter, the laws of the 

State of Louisiana, and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and require a vote of 

the Congregation at a duly called meeting. Notice of the meeting will include the language of any 

such proposed amendments. An opportunity for discussion and discernment must precede the vote. 

Ratification requires an affirmative vote of 2/3 of all active members present at such meeting. 

Section 8.2 Manual of Operations 

Amendments to the Manual of Operations may be offered in writing to the clerk of session 

by any member of the Steering Committee of the Session (usually comprised of the clerk of the 

Session, the pastors, and the Session committee chairs) prior to the notice of any Session meeting.  

Amendments so offered will be placed on the agenda for such Session meeting.  Time for 

discussion and discernment will precede the vote on any such amendments. Ratification of an 

amendment to the Manual of Operations requires the affirmative vote of a simple majority of the 

active Session members present at the meeting. 
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Congregational Care Committee Report 
November 28, 2022 

 
 

The re-organized redistribution of flowers to shut ins and memes in need of physical or 
spiritual support continues. We average about seven bouquets, excluding the two 
bouquets, per week for member visits. 
 
We have ordered 20 poinsettias for our Christmas gift to shut in members. These will be 
delivered the week after Thanksgiving. The flowers were $10.00 each. 
 
 
Submitted by 
Sheila Schwartzmann 
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Account # Description Budget Annual
Actual for 

Period

Actual 
Period Last 

Year Actual YTD Remain Bal
Actual YTD 
Last Year

YTD to 
Budget 

Var.

RECEIPTS
40100-40100 Prior Yr Pledge Revenue $70,000.00 $1,200.00 $610.00 $70,066.14 ($66.14) $85,452.29 100.09  
40200-40200 Current Year Pledge Revenue $1,178,424.00 $85,487.40 $109,256.57 $872,930.17 $305,493.83 $948,534.01 74.08    
40201-40201 Draw on Prepaid Pledges $267,076.00 $22,256.33 $0.00 $222,563.33 $44,512.67 $192,355.41 83.33    
40300-40300 Members w/o Pledges $150,000.00 $3,575.00 $25,505.00 $62,279.00 $87,721.00 $43,685.13 41.52    
40400-40400 Loose Plate Collections $25,000.00 $2,081.25 $2,457.00 $25,662.67 ($662.67) $9,992.55 102.65  

Operating Receipts $1,690,500.00 $114,599.98 $137,828.57 $1,253,501.31 $436,998.69 $1,280,019.39 74.15    

VISIONARY FUND
42000-42000 Visionary Fund Operating Draw $256,642.00 $0.00 $0.00 $192,483.00 $64,159.00 $176,250.00 75.00    
42001-42001 Visionary Fund Housing Draw $45,700.00 $3,808.00 $2,847.95 $38,080.00 $7,620.00 $25,631.55 83.33    
42002-42002 Visionary Fund Property Draw $148,865.00 $0.00 $0.00 $11,892.60 $136,972.40 $55,931.56 7.99      
42004-42004 Visionary Fund Special Draw $1,448.00 $0.00 $9,800.00 $1,448.00 $0.00 $9,800.00 100.00  

Visionary Fund Draw $452,655.00 $3,808.00 $12,647.95 $243,903.60 $208,751.40 $267,613.11 53.88    

OTHER
42003-42003 Gift & Memorial-Benevolence $10,000.00 $351.46 $0.00 $7,071.23 $2,928.77 $0.00 70.71    
42005-42005 Gift & Memorial-Music $30,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $11,000.00 $19,000.00 $0.00 36.67    
42006-42006 Gifts & Memorials-Program Funds $95,077.00 $10,000.00 $0.00 $41,000.00 $54,077.00 $120,000.00 43.12    
42500-42500 Interest & Inv Income (Fees) ($3,000.00) ($746.07) ($717.10) ($2,895.33) ($104.67) ($3,714.87) 96.51    
41900-41900 Miscellaneous Budgeted Income $328,875.00 $26,572.92 $0.00 $265,930.16 $62,944.84 $158,319.00 80.86    

TOTAL REVENUE $2,604,107.00 $154,586.29 $149,759.42 $1,819,510.97 $784,596.03 $1,822,236.63 69.87    

DISBURSEMENTS

      Benevolences
58700-58700 Presbytery Tax $27,298.00 $0.00 $0.00 $27,298.00 $0.00 $39,291.33 100.00  
40600-58500 Greater Church Support $34,742.00 $0.00 $0.00 $26,056.50 $8,685.50 $36,531.51 75.00    
50300-75201 Local Community Ministry $186,500.00 $330.85 $88.78 $145,257.38 $41,242.62 $141,283.08 77.89    
40600-54900 Global Ministries $36,500.00 $459.58 $845.08 $33,322.11 $3,177.89 $26,885.08 91.29    

        Total Benevolences $285,040.00 $790.43 $933.86 $231,933.99 $53,106.01 $243,991.00 81.37    

40600-55200 Adult Spiritual Formation $2,300.00 $0.00 $48.78 $1,962.25 $337.75 $558.01 85.32    
40600-75281 Children's Spiritual Formation $17,539.00 $469.62 $2,625.42 $11,643.81 $5,895.19 $10,868.71 66.39    
40600-55400 Youth Spiritual Formation $35,000.00 $5,818.99 $2,787.45 $34,222.41 $777.59 $26,688.24 97.78    
40600-54900 Selley Speaker Series $2,000.00 ($525.00) $0.00 $2,045.77 ($45.77) $0.00 102.29  
40600-75201 Congregational Care $16,928.00 $0.00 $0.00 $95.48 $16,832.52 $621.85 0.56      
40600-75201 Congregational Life $15,026.00 $2,639.66 $5,710.95 $13,591.42 $1,434.58 $9,450.11 90.45    
40900-65600 Property & Insurance $580,300.00 $27,200.57 $30,513.14 $259,729.39 $320,570.61 $301,186.56 44.76
50200-54900 Membership $2,000.00 $155.42 $0.00 $205.42 $1,794.58 $0.00 10.27    
40600-75201 Music $130,038.00 $11,181.90 $14,249.76 $97,845.67 $32,192.33 $81,839.31 75.24    
40700-76100 Personnel $1,371,900.00 $105,518.40 $145,252.84 $1,147,178.41 $224,721.59 $1,115,714.82 83.62    
50200-51400 Member Involvement $4,035.00 $188.41 $0.00 $1,694.50 $2,340.50 $849.00 42.00    
50500-54900 Stewardship $800.00 $0.00 $0.00 $441.40 $358.60 $0.00 55.18    
50300-54900 Worship $5,450.00 $1,684.19 $711.51 $4,082.48 $1,367.52 $2,634.96 74.91    
50500-50550 Pastor's Nominating Committee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9,313.72 0.00
41100-80500 Office $135,751.00 $14,799.97 $21,892.40 $82,145.94 $53,605.06 $129,966.82 60.51    
40700-75207 Nursery School $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,555.86 ($2,555.86) $651.52 0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,604,107.00 $169,922.56 $224,726.11 $1,891,374.20 $712,732.80 $1,934,334.63 72.63    

NET FROM BUDGETED OPERATIONS $0.00 ($15,336.27) ($74,966.69) ($71,863.23) $71,863.23 ($112,098.00) 0.00

001 St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
Fiscal Year Beginning 1/1/2022

Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 10 October(*)   83.33%

October 2023 Financial Statements 1  of 2
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Account # Description Budget Annual
Actual for 

Period

Actual 
Period Last 

Year Actual YTD Remain Bal
Actual YTD 
Last Year

YTD to 
Budget 

Var.

UNBUDGETED ITEMS

45800-45800 Wedding/Funeral/Rental Revenue $0.00 $6,000.00 $1,500.00 $26,325.00 ($26,325.00) $12,700.00 0.00
75160-75201 Wedding/Funeral/Rental Expense $0.00 ($2,260.96) ($1,321.46) ($9,581.36) $9,581.36 ($7,570.17) 0.00

Net Weddings Surplus (Deficit) $0.00 $3,739.04 $178.54 $16,743.64 ($16,743.64) $5,129.83 0.00

45055-45055 RHINO Revenue $0.00 $0.00 $19,251.18 $63,489.81 ($63,489.81) $63,737.15 0.00
99055-99055 RHINO Expenses $0.00 $0.00 ($19,251.18) ($63,308.93) $63,308.93 ($63,737.15) 0.00

Net RHINO Surplus (Deficit) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $180.88 ($180.88) $0.00 0.00

45050-45054 Miscellaneous Revenue $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $19,448.81 ($19,448.81) $1,047.57 0.00
99050-99054 Miscellaneous Expenses $0.00 $210.00 $0.00 ($19,238.81) $19,238.81 ($1,047.57) 0.00

Net Misc. Surplus (Deficit) $0.00 $210.00 $0.00 $210.00 ($210.00) $0.00 0.00

Total Net Unbudgeted Surplus (Deficit) $0.00 $3,949.04 $178.54 $17,134.52 ($17,134.52) $5,129.83 0.00

NET OPERATING INCOME (DEFICIT) $0.00 ($11,387.23) ($74,788.15) ($54,728.71) $54,728.71 ($106,968.17) 0.00

October 2023 Financial Statements 2  of 2
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Recap of the 152nd Stated Meeting of Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL) 
November 12, 2022 at First Presbyterian Church, Ponchatoula 

 
• Day of Service Friday 11/11/22 - Westminster Place Apts. painting doors 

• Food, fellowship, and community service opened 2 days at Twin Steeples 

• Nov 12, 2022 at First PC in Ponchatoula LA / Rev. Aaron Gordon, Pastor 

• Saturday called to order 9 am and closed with worship ending 3 pm 

• Words of instruction opened the very productive meeting 

• TE Don Frampton, PSL Moderator and TE Barry Chance, Stated Clerk 

• Approved action on the Agenda and Consent Agenda by vote 

• PSL notified of 1 allegation of offense, investigating committee pending 

• Korean PC, New Orleans notified PSL that they wish to close, AC elected 

• AC dissolved following sale and closure of Northminster PC, Pearl River LA 
• Minutes of 151st PSL meeting approved by Council and shared, with notation 

• All must adopt/implement sexual misconduct policy and protect children 
• Report to PSL all sale, lease, or transfer of real property with price and use 

• Slated Post-Covid review of Session Minutes 2021 and 2022 form attached 

• ATTN: CLERKS Statistical reporting will open in January thru mid-February  
• TE, CRE, and enrolled PSL members to notify Stated Clerk of absences 

• Transitional General Presbyter (TGP) Richard Williams highlighted staff changes 

• Elimination of the Office Administrator and modifying contracts to cut costs 

• Division of office duties explored and reassigned if needed via the Council 

• PSL placing group orders for calendars and Book of Order discontinued 
• Julia Miller Brady thanked for 12 years of service to PSL with compensation 

• Initiated a budget review process with the Finance Committee 

• COM beginning BOUNDARIES TRAINING for all pastors, and all leadership 

• TGP attending EP Forums on behalf of PSL, and CPM cohort trainings 

• New Worshiping Communities exploring 1001 grant process 

• Racial Reconciliation meetings continue with open dialogue 
• General Assembly prep required for commissioners 

• Louisiana Interfaith Council continues in-state ecumenical network 

• Four regional pastor connecting meetings held in PSL area 
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• PSL Visioning Team moves forward meeting every other week with speakers, etc. 

• Lake Charles Long Term recovery continues through grants, w/3 new Ida grants  

• Report on the 225th General Assembly and Environmental Justice Committee 

• Investing in a Green Future vision for Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy 

• Introduced Reproductive Justice and Family Leave suggestions to be explored 

• Matters about Israel, Antiracism, Polity and the future given for further study 

• Divided GA Bills and Overtures into small bites for understanding and vote 

• Following study, Bills passed by majority vote, approval to be sent on to GA  

• Conducted exercise in Racial Reconciliation with small group discussions 

• Celebrated the life of Northminster Presbyterian Church with thankful hearts 

• CPM Seeker Saturdays established for supplemental nurture and continued study 

• Reviewed status of all under the care of PSL through CPM 

• Finance Report approved YAV CPUMI draw and $80 per capita.  Budget passed 

• YAV financials, Okra Abbey Operating, and On-line Giving reviewed 

• Introduced James Hillard, new director of Feliciana Retreat & Conference Center 

• TE Zack Sasser reported for Coordinating Council stating 2023 Presbytery dates 

• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance grant of $230,000 distributed by PSL area 

• $427,190 Sale of Northminster PC shared generously with Presbytery projects 

• Updated Manual of Operations to include appointment of special committees 

• Elected Class of 2025 to the Nominating Committee, Birkett, Walters, Stogner 

• Efforts to provide (pilot project) solar charging stations after storms sought 

• Council approved attendance at Assn of Stated Clerks and Mid-Council Leaders 

• Elected slate from Nominating Committee for PSL leadership  

• COM welcomed Reverends Randy Nichols, Alex Lee-Cornell & Kathy Lee-Cornell 
• Due to size, suspended Session Class rotation at Amite-Arcola 

• Reviewed Terms of Call, approved MIF for Broadmoor PC, set Boundaries training 

• Small Church Options to meet Dec 3-10 am Lafayette 1st PC, 12/5/22 Kenner 6:30 pm  

• Synod of the Sun (SOS) report congratulated RE Valerie Young with thanks for her 
service, as she moves  

• TE Kathy Lee-Cornell begins Synod Director of Partnership for Disaster Response 

• TE Seth Saathoff elected 2023 Moderator – Synod of the Sun 

• Youth Ministry RE Amy Heintz energized activities and trips planned for 2023 
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• Committee in Ecumenical & Interreligious Relations outlined success stories 

• Westminster Foundation outlined 12 services & homes for the elderly across LA 

• Worship concluded the day with joyful voices raised in song and prayer 

• The Resolutions Committee adjourned the meeting with playful rhymes and 
SUCCESS 

 

 

TE Teaching Elder 

RE Ruling Elder 

GA General Assembly 

CRE Commissioned Ruling Elder 

COM Committee on Ministry 

MIF Ministry Information 

CPUMI Covenant Presbyterian Urban Ministry, Inc.  

YAV Young Adult Volunteers 

CPM Committee on Prep for Ministry 

TGP Transitional General Presbyter 

SOS Synod of the Sun 

EP Forum Executive Presbyter 
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MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY CHANGES & UPDATES 

October 2022 
 
ADDRESS UPDATES 

Name New Address 
Harrison Frampton 124 Mulberry Dr., Metairie, LA 70005 
Richard & Sarah Freeman 3201 Chestnut ST., NOLA 70115 
Andrew & Hannah Wilson 5919 Perrier ST., NOLA 70115 

 
BIRTHS  
   Name                       Birth Date                       Parents 

Charles Edward Tatum 10/26/2022 Andrew & Emily Tatum 
   

BAPTISMS 
Name Baptism Date 
Donald “Liam” William Jackson 10/16/2022 
  

MARRIAGES 
   Name                                                                                               Wedding Date 
   n/a                                                 
 
DEATHS 
  Name                    Death Date 
  n/a                                                                                                                
                                    
  NEW MEMBERS 

Name Address Date Received 
Anna Carey* 4121 Annunciation ST, NOLA 70115 10/9/2022 
Margaret Favrot Cross^ 1220 Jefferson AV, NOLA 70115 10/2/2022 
Louise Devlin^ 512 Arabella ST, NOLA 70115 10/16/2022 
Clay Devlin* 512 Arabella ST, NOLA 70115 10/16/2022 
John Roman Kattengell* 2300 General Pershing, NOLA 70115 10/9/2022 
Joshua Pardo* 3816 Harvard AV, Metairie, LA 70006 10/16/2022 
Cynthia Reeves^ 925 Race ST, NOLA 70130 10/16/2022 
Brittany Simmons* 1331 Sixth ST, NOLA 70115 10/9/2022 

 
  *Received by Reaffirmation of Faith 
©Received by Confirmation 
   ∞Restored to Active Membership 
    ®Received by Profession of Faith 
    ^Received by Transfer of Membership 
    “Received as an Affiliate 
 
 

26



MEMBERS DISMISSED 
Name Date Made Inactive 
n/a 
 
STATISTICAL REPORT 
October 2022 
Active Membership (as of 9/30/2022) 1165 
Gains         + 8 
Subtotal     1173 
Losses        -  0 

TOTAL FOR October 2022  1173   

 

 

 

*Membership Total on 1/1/2021   1132                      *New Members YTD      53 
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Personnel Committee Session Report 
November 2022 

 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
Annual Interviews with Staff 
Our committee’s annual interviews with SCAPC staff were conducted on October 24, 25, 
& 26. Many thanks are extended to Personnel Committee members Catherine Edwards, 
Dave Mize, Dawn Talbot, Michael O’Keefe, Nell Lanier, and Randy Evans who handled 
the interviewing. We provided the staff with some questions in advance in order to 
promote some advance thought on a number of issues. Topics addressed in the 
interviews included overall staff strengths and weaknesses, possible improvements, 
work concerns in the next 2 years, morale, any staffing or equipment needs, and 
relationships with supervisors. The comments from everyone were very encouraging and 
positive, with individuals frequently singing the praises of fellow employees. Everyone 
was very excited about being fully staffed and how things are working well. It appears 
that we have the right people in the right positions and that we have a strong team. A 
summary of the interviews has been provided to Chris Currie, Laurie Young, Lynn 
Hoffman and all members of the Personnel Committee. Dawn and Randy also met with 
Chris and Lynn to review the Committee’s findings in greater detail. 
 
 
Operations Manager Hours 
In response to an issue raised in the staff interviews, we have increased the available 
weekly hours available to our Operations Manager April Weiser to 30, with permission 
to exceed that as needed, with Lynn’s approval. April is not interested in working full-
time but this increase will allow some flexibility to address the needs of various projects.  
 
 
Wedding Coordinators 
Amanda McGowan has joined Bonnie and Lynn as one of our wedding coordinators. 
Welcome aboard Amanda and THANK YOU Bonnie and Lynn! 
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Property Committee Report 
21 November 2022 

 
Update on projects: 
 
Attic Access: 
 A project is underway in the Choir Room to allow safe and easier access to the 
Sanctuary attic. 
 The current access, dating from the construction of the church in 1928 is a vertical 
ladder that terminates in a square hole in the attic floor. To enter, one must climb this 
apx. 20 ft ladder, then hoist your body from the top rung to the floor above.  Necessary 
materials and tools are pulled up with a rope. 
 While the Property Committee has long known about this problem and sought several 
solutions over the years, it was not until our own committee member, Anderson Baker 
inspected the situation—yes, HE climbed the ladder, and wondered “out of the box” 
about breaking through the rear attic wall into the attached space, wherever it might be.  
Matt Wisdom also went up to get a sense of what might be possible. 
 Exploration by Michael Bell, Matt and several others verified that it could be done; 
the adjacent wall is the north wall of the Choir Room. Edifice Builders is now creating a 
passage with a fire door and other safety measures that leads to another but shorter 
slopped ladder that will allow our sextons and workmen to safely access the space when 
necessary. 
 The committee is grateful to Steven Blackmon for relinquishing about 6 feet of floor 
space and putting up with construction noise and mess to get this project done during 
the current fiscal year. 
 
Sanctuary cleaning and waterproofing: 
 While we are still waiting for an updated bid, April Weiser has met with the Durable 
Slate personnel and is working through the details of what must happen to get this 
necessary job underway. The previous bid was given in 2021, so costs have gone up 
considerably. We appreciate the Session and congregation members who have pointed 
out the most unattractive and dangerous condition of the exterior of the Sanctuary and 
Educational Building. Stay tuned in 2023 to announcements from the committee about 
this project. 
 
Submitted by 
Sydney Lawder 

29


	2022-11 Agenda.Session Meeting (11-28-2022)
	2022-11 Moderators Report
	2022-11 PW Report to Session
	2022-11 Session Meeting Minutes (Oct. 24-2022)
	2022-11 New Member Meeting Minutes (10-02 2022)
	2022-11 New Member Meeting Minutes (10-09-2022)
	2022-11 New Member Meeting Minutes (10-16-2022)
	2022-11 SCAPC BY LAWS
	2022-11 Congregational Care Committee Report
	2022-11 Finance Report (October)
	2022-11 PSL Meeting Recap (11-12-2022)
	2022-11 Membership Report (Oct. 2022)
	MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP REPORT
	MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY CHANGES & UPDATES
	October 2022

	October 2022
	Subtotal     1173


	2022-11 Personnel Committee Report
	2022-11 Property Committee Report



