
Stated Session Meeting Agenda 
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 

Wednesday, June 29, 2022 
5:30-6:00 pm — Food and Fellowship 

6:00 pm – Meeting 
 
 

Call to Order Rev. Chris Currie 

Opening Devotion and Prayer Rev. Chris Currie 

Moderator's Report Rev. Chris Currie 

Clerk's Report Laurie Young 
Action Items: 
• Approval of Congregational Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2022. 
• Approval of Stated Session Meeting Minutes of May 23, 2022. 
• Approval of New Member Minutes of May 22, 2022 and May 29, 2022. 

Report: 
• Report on the June 7, 2022 meeting of the Presbytery of South Louisiana from 

Kathy Randall. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Community Ministries—Elizabeth Artigues, Chair 
  Report in Session Packet. 

 Congregational Care—Sheila Schwartzmann, Chair  
  No written report. 

 Congregational Life—Meg Gammage, Chair  
  No written report. 

 Finance—Curtis Cunningham, Chair  
  Report in Session Packet. 

 Global Ministries—Scott Montgomery, Chair  
  No written report. 

 Leadership Development—Jenny Baldwin, Chair  
  No written report. 

 Membership—Margaret Ann Lindsey, Chair  
  Report in Session Packet. 

 Personnel—Randy Evans, Chair  
  Report in Session Packet. 

 



 Property—Sydney Lawder, Chair  
  No written report. 

 Spiritual Formation—Zach Christiansen, Chair 
  No written report. 

 Stewardship—Hardie Edgecombe, Chair  
  No written report. 

 Worship and Music—Francis McCall, Chair 
-  Action Items: 

o Approval of the Baptism Request for Donald William (Liam) Jackson, II on 
August 14, 2022 at the 9:30 a.m. service 

o Approval of updated Wedding Policies and Guidelines (attached) 
o Approval of updated Funeral/Memorial Service Policies and Guidelines 

(attached) 
 
Pastoral Care Rev. Chancellor-Watson 
 
Staff Reports 

Rev. Currie 

Rev. Chancellor-Watson 

Steven Blackmon 

Lynn Hoffman 

Michele Murphy 

Chris Hazlaris: Youthapalooza 
 
 

Adjournment and Parting Peace — Rev. Dr. Chris Currie 
L: From where we are to where you need us, 
P: Christ be beside us. 
L: From what we are to what you can make of us, 
P: Christ be before us. 
L: Surround us with your presence, inspire us with your purpose, Confirm in us 

your love. 
P: Christ go ahead of us. Amen. 



Moderator’s Report 
June 28, 2022 

Dear SCAPC Session, 
 
 I admit I have ‘issues.’ As a kid and as an adult (I admit), I used to mark each day of 
summer up to the solstice, grateful of every extra minute of light, because that more time 
to play outside or to swim or spend with friends. I usually announce around June 23rd to 
my long-suffering family members, ‘Well, the days are getting shorter now,’ and much 
eye-rolling ensues. We don’t really notice it until August and September, but it is true. 
And by then, it is usually welcome, as we are heat-index and hurricane weary.  
 I hope you are enjoying the pace of summer. I have had the opportunity to spend 
some time in North Carolina, first in the mountains and then at Davidson for my class 
reunion and then some camps for our kids. I also got some long needed continuing 
education time at Princeton Theological Seminary at the ‘theology camp’ attending a 
conference on ‘Karl Barth and Reformed Theology.’ Yesterday, I was happy to participate 
in the Trustee election of the Reverend José Irizarry as the next President of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. José currently serves as Vice President for Education 
at the Board of Pensions and is a gifted scholar, administrator, and leader in the church. 
It was a special day and a culmination of the work of the seminary search committee that 
I have been privileged to participate in over the last eight months. I want to especially 
recognize church member Pierce Young who provided administrative and logistical 
support to our committee and made sure we had places to stay and travel arrangements 
made. I also want to give thanks for and celebrate the outgoing seminary President, Ted 
Wardlaw, a friend to me and a friend of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ted 
has been a respected leader across theological education and the larger church. He has 
led the seminary through a $49 million capital campaign and overseen major upgrades 
and construction of the seminary facilities including the recent completion of the Wright 
Learning and Information Center. He has positioned Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary to be one of top tier theological institutions in the country. It was a wonderful 
moment to watch Ted welcome José graciously and pass the torch of leadership to him 
so well. I am thankful for the work of this search committee and just as thankful that our 
work is completed and successful. More information about the search is available in the 
quatrefoil (Tuesday, June 28, 2022). Thanks for supporting me as I took on this work and 
for being a friend to the work of theological education and Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in this critical time. 
 
Many blessings, 
 
Chris Currie 
Senior Pastor 



St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Congregation 

May 15, 2022 | Sanctuary 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chris Currie, Moderator 
The meeting was called to order at 11:40 a.m. and opened with a prayer.   

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND DECLARATION OF A QUORUM: Laurie Young, 
Clerk of Session 

A declaration of the presence of a quorum was given. The single agenda item for the 
meeting was stated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE ELDER CLASS OF 2025: Jenny Baldwin, Nominating 
Committee Chair 
 

 ACTION ITEM: The following slate of nominees to serve as Elders for the Session 
Class of 2025 was presented: 
 

Tom Allen 
Laura Avery 
Christina Carlisle 
Scott Crabtree 
Elizabeth Favret 
Ruthie Frierson 

Eric Holtzman 
Gail Kaliszeski 
Denise Morse 
Jill Nalty 
Libbie Reiss 
Kristin Rich 

Bob Vorhoff 
James Warren 
Jennie Wimbish 
Lock Gottsche (youth) 
Molly Talbot (youth) 
Ava Zander (youth) 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR: Chris Currie, Moderator 
A call for any further nominations was made. None being given, a motion to 
elect the slate of nominees as Elders for the Session Class of 2025 was made, 
seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Jenny Baldwin, Nominating Committee Chair 
Gratitude was extended to the following members of the Nominating Committee: 

Kate Prechter, Session Class of 2023 
Richard Seelman, Session Class of 2024 
Lock Gottsche, Youth representative 
Kathy Randall, PW representative 

Lynn Hoffman, Staff 
Caty Johnson, Young Adults 
Geoff Snodgrass, Senior Adults 

  



 
ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER:  Sarah Chancellor-Watson, Vice-
Moderator 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. The 
meeting was closed with a prayer at 11:50 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Laurie Young     Rev. Dr. Chris Currie 
Clerk of Session     Moderator of Session 



St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
Minutes of Stated Session Meeting 

May 23, 2022 
Frampton Fellowship Hall 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Chris Currie, Moderator 

The meeting was called to order at 6:12 p.m. with an opening prayer. Sheila 
Schwartzmann, Chair of the Congregational Care Committee, was thanked for preparing 
refreshments for “Food and Fellowship” before the meeting. 

 
OPENING PRAYER AND DEVOTION: Chris Currie 

An opening prayer was given, followed by a devotion referencing “On the Good of 
Being Boring” from Common Callings and Ordinary Virtues: Christian Ethics for Everyday Life 
by Brent Waters. 
 
ATTENDANCE 

Present: Elizabeth Artigues, Jenny Baldwin, Avery Beuerman, Hallie Boh, Cindy 
Bush, Charlie Carson, Zach Christiansen, Curtis Cunningham, Chris Currie, Karen 
Donaldson, John Dunlap, Nancy Ellis, Randy Evans, Meg Gammage, David Grissett, 
Megan Guy, Judith Halverson, Henrietta Harris, Chris Hazlaris, Madeline Heymann, 
Lynn Hoffman, John Koch, Margaret Ann Lindsey, Mary Malone, Melissa McDonald, 
Michele Murphy, Stewart Peck, Kate Prechter, Sheila Schwartzmann, Richard 
Seelman, Dawn Talbot, Kristi Trail, Ann Van Horn, Tyler Wheeler, and Laurie Young. 

 

Excused: Steven Blackmon, Sarah Chancellor-Watson, Hardie Edgecombe, Beth 
Edwards, Lou Hoffman, Harper Johnson, Becky Knight, Sydney Lawder, Carol 
Maher, Frances McCall, Christy McCann, and Matthew Wilson 
 

Absent: Sophie Frankowski, Katie Gilly, Kelly Gottsche, and Scott Montgomery 
 
MODERATOR’S REPORT (written report in packet): Chris Currie 

In the wake of the pandemic, SCAPC’s programming has been strong in comparison 
to other church communities. The church is meeting the Biblical expectation of being in 
each other’s company, though repairing the damages of the pandemic will still be a long 
process. 

  



CLERK’S REPORT: Laurie Young 
- Gratitude was extended to all who arrived early tonight for “Food and Fellowship”. 
- The Session meeting packet includes a schedule of committee assignments for “Food 

and Fellowship” refreshments before the remaining Session meetings this year. There 
is a budget of $130/meeting. Please see Lynn Hoffman for reimbursement. 

- Action Items: 
o Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting to Receive New Members, April 17, 2022 
o Approval of the Minutes of the Stated Session Meeting, April 25, 2022 with the 

following changes: 
 Cindy Bush removed from “Absent” list 
 Karen Donaldson and Ann Van Horn listed as “Present” 

Approval of all minutes were motioned, seconded, and passed unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Congregational Care: Sheila Schwartzmann, Chair 
- The committee hosted a well-attended breakfast for graduating high school 

seniors on May 22, 2022. 
 

Congregational Life: Meg Gammage, Chair 
- Gratitude was extended to all who participated in the Wednesday Night Out 

(WNO) Talent Show. 
- Broadway Night has been moved to the first WNO of the fall. 
- June 5, 2022 will be Snowball Sunday. 
 

Finance Committee (report in Session packet): Curtis Cunningham, Chair 
- We are on track with our budget. Some expenses appearing last month were non-

recurring/annualized.  
- The committee is compiling policies for the Operating Budget, Visionary Fund, 

and Gifts and Memorials Fund, to be presented to the Session at a future meeting. 
 

Global Ministries: David Grissett for Scott Montgomery, Chair 
- The committee is making inquiries into the community to determine how SCAPC 

might assist Ukrainian citizens currently living in New Orleans. 
- The committee is reaching out to SCAPC’s supported missionaries for updates on 

their projects. 
- New initiatives are being explored, including a border mission in Texas/Mexico 

and the relocation of qualified Afghan families. 
 
 
 



Leadership Development (report in packet): Jenny Baldwin, Chair 
- Members of the Elder Class of 2025 were elected during a congregational meeting 

on May 15, 2022. 
- The June 7 Presbytery of South Louisiana meeting will be held both in-person and 

via Zoom. Zach Christiansen and David Grissett will attend via Zoom and 
Michele Murphy will attend in-person. 

- The next Presbytery meeting will be November 12, 2022 in Ponchatoula. 
 

Membership (report in packet): Margaret Ann Lindsey, Chair 
- Gratitude was extended to all who have welcomed church visitors and everyone 

was encouraged to continue doing so. 
- During the Summer Sunday services, the pastors will prompt the congregation to 

welcome those around them prior to the Opening Voluntary. 
 

Personnel: Randy Evans, Chair 
- Gratitude was extended to those committee chairs who filled out and submitted 

their staff evaluation questionnaires. 
- Gratitude was expressed to Lynn Hoffman for her hard work as our new Director 

of Administration. 
- Another wedding coordinator has been hired. 
- Interviews are anticipated to be held next week for candidates qualified for the 

position of Operations Manager. 
- Sarah Chancellor-Watson will take a sabbatical, as granted by her Terms of Call, 

August 14 – September 11, 2022. 
 

Property: Lynn Hoffman, Director of Administration 
- Repairs to the back porch of the Land Building’s second floor have been 

scheduled.  
- The committee is exploring methods for better access to the Sanctuary attic. Some 

of the regular light bulbs will be replaced with LED bulbs, and a new energy 
program will allow us to seek reimbursement for these replacements. 

 

Spiritual Formation (report in packet): Zach Christiansen, Chair 
- A printed report on the “Reconnect with the Corner” event was distributed. 

Committee chairs were asked to decorate and man one table/each during the 
event to educate and draw in committee involvement from attendees. 

- Discussion as to whether a committee event should require Session approval 
arose. A motion for Session approval will be called for this particular event as it 
entails the involvement of Session committee chairs. 

 
 



- Action Item: 
o Approval of the implementation of the “Reconnect with the Corner” event, 

September 11, 2022. 
This motion from the committee was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

Worship and Music: Judith Halverson for Frances McCall, Chair 
- Action Item: 

o Approval of the baptism request for Camille Louise Rault on June 26, 2022 at 
the 9:30 a.m. service 

This motion from the committee was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

Pastoral Care: Chris Currie, Moderator 
A list of current prayer needs for individuals in the congregation was shared.  

 
STAFF REPORTS 

 

Michele Murphy 
- Update on Volunteer Accelerator: 

o Approximately 150 individuals have taken the SCAPC Ministry Match survey. 
Our goal is to have 400 applicants in the first year. 

o All committee chairs should have received an email by now with their top 10-
30 matches. Chairs are encouraged to reach out to these individuals to 
ascertain interest in committee work and recruit where appropriate. 

- All are encouraged to sign up on the board in Frampton Fellowship Hall to bring 
snacks for “Parents in the Park” and “Parents on the Playground” this summer. 

 

Chris Hazlaris 
- High school seniors were blessed during worship on Sunday, May 22 and 

attended a brunch in their honor. 45 youth gathered at Youth Group that evening 
to hear the seniors share their experiences. 

- Plans are underway for four trips this summer: Montreat and Mo-Ranch youth 
conferences, a confirmation class “Bay-treat” to Mobile, and a college beach trip. 

 

Chris Currie: 
An article from the May 20, 2022 issue of Presbyterian Outlook reported that Willow 
Creek Community Church, a mega-church in Chicago, has laid off 30% of their 
staff due to loss of membership and giving during the pandemic, a national trend 
among churches today. SCAPC by contrast has fared far better both financially 
and in participation, owing in part to the generosity of the Session. 

  



Additional Report: Henrietta Harris 
An informational brochure from the Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest 

was distributed. SCAPC will host the Society in March 2023. 
 
 A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:06 p.m. was made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously. 
 
A Parting Prayer of Peace was given by Chris Currie.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Laurie Young Chris Currie 
Clerk of Session Moderator of Session 



Minutes 
Meeting of the Session 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church | New Orleans, Louisiana 
May 22, 2022 

 
 The Session of St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church was called to order by 
Moderator, Pastor Chris Currie on May 22, 2022. An opening prayer was given. The 
purpose of the meeting was to receive new members. 
 
 In attendance were: 
 Sarah McHarg Stephanie Currie Ann Maier 
 Lou Hoffman Chris Currie Mary Malone 
 Christy McCann Margaret Ann Lindsey Jenny Baldwin 
 Phil Luchsinger Judith Luchsinger Randy Evans 
 
 Upon motion, the following persons were formally received by the Session: 
 
Transfer of Membership 
 Margaret Jackson Gorman 
 
Reaffirmation of Faith: 
 Leon Gorman 
 
Profession of Faith: 
 
Reactivation of Membership: 
 
Affiliate: 
 
 
 Following prayer, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Gwen Wertz 



Minutes 
Meeting of the Session 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church | New Orleans, Louisiana 
May 29, 2022 

 
 The Session of St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church was called to order by 
Moderator, Pastor Chris Currie on May 29, 2022. An opening prayer was given. The 
purpose of the meeting was to receive new members. 
 
 In attendance were: 
 Sarah McHarg Stephanie Currie  Ann Maier 
 Lou Hoffman Chris Currie   Martha Beveridge 
 Christy McCann Margaret Ann Lindsey John Geiser 
 Sheila Schwartzmann 
 
 Upon motion, the following persons were formally received by the Session: 
 
Transfer of Membership 
 Elizabeth Riddell Penn 

 
Reaffirmation of Faith:  
 
 
Profession of Faith: 
 
 
Reactivation of Membership: 
 
 
Affiliate: 
 
 
 Following prayer, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Gwen Wertz 
 



Recap of Presbytery of South Louisiana (PSL) Meeting 
June 7, 2022 | Lake Charles, LA 

 
• 151st PSL Meeting - First Hybrid Zoom and In-Person assembly. 
• First Presbyterian Church Lake Charles host in new building, sharing a Community Center. 
• A technical adventure, the attendance was 35 in-person, 35 on ZOOM. 
• Ruling Elder Donna Stogner opened the meeting with prayer.  Next meeting 11/12/22. 
• Stated Clerk Barry Chance established a quorum. 
• Worship included a shared screen Order of Worship & Music. 
• Clerk seated the Corresponding Members and New Elder Commissioners. 
• Minutes of 2/15/22 approved.  Okra Abbey - $15,000 Walton Award nationally. 
• PSL to host Synod Presbyterian Women July 21-23 in New Orleans at St. Charles Avenue 

Presbyterian Church. 
• Indian Nations Presbytery joined PSL in resolution against threats to Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities. 
• Compliance in PSL Manual of Operations set for review 11/12/22, Ponchatoula. 
• Adopted policy where no Administrative Commission has a single congregation majority of 

members. 
• Printed updates to the Bylaws, passed with over 2/3 majority needed. 
• Standardized term limits on committees – serve 6 years and take one year off. 
• A ZOOM polity tutorial followed with the Consent Agenda approved. 
• Committee on Ministry moved Teaching Elder Ann Philbrick to Honorably Retired and reviewed 

eight Terms of Call. 
• Approved MIF for Lakeview PC and the Pulpit Supply List was updated. 
• New Terms of Service form for Commissioned Ruling Elders and Others/Guidance. 
• Reviewed areas of conflict between First PC DeRidder and the Korean New Worshiping 

Communities. 
• Approved West Baton Rouge PC suspending rules for pulpit supply. 
• Preparation for Ministry (CPM) reviewed status of Seekers under care. 
• Updated the Administrative Commission progress on sale of Northminster PC with residential 

zone revert. 
• Special Committee on Racial Reconciliation continues task on funds and representation. 
• Commissioners to Synod of Sun focused on in-person meeting in Tulsa and materials. 
• Coordinating Council completed visioning and reengagement of Westminster Boards. 
• Okra Abbey funding reduced leadership to part-time.  Needs VOLUNTEERS too. 
• Adopted formal relationship between Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) & PSL after decade of 

service. 
• YAV Bylaws and Covenant for Ministry with PSL established thru YAV Advisory Board. 
• Interim General Presbyter (GP) thanked 1st year service & promoted to 2-year Transitional GP. 
• Transitional GP reported on DAY OF SERVICE 6/6/22 in Lake Charles/disaster recovery. 
• Exploring ways to move PSL Office to a paperless operation & re-establish PSL Work Groups.  



• Engaging Synod of Sun Weekly Executive Presbyter Forums & Youth Protection Policies.  Strong 
YOUTH GROUP. 

• Monitoring preparation for Commissioners for General Assembly.  Blessing for YAV Sending. 
• Focusing on Long Term Grants for continuing work in the Lake Charles area. 
• PSL Treasurer reported upcoming review of Restricted Funds for November Meeting. 
• 2020 and 2021 financial audit being completed and moving accounting to QuickBooks. 
• On-Line Giving is a continued opportunity for individuals and churches     KEEP IT UP 
• Nominating Committee seated many new positions and welcomed more volunteers. 
• PSL Disaster Preparedness Checklist presented – REQUESTING all churches to complete. 
• Break-Out Groups for visioning PSL Hopes and Dreams for the next five days exciting. 
• Worship and Luncheon with thanks to First Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles.  Amen. 



Community Ministry Meeting 
June 13, 2022 

 
Attendees: Elizabeth Artigues, Richard Ashmore, Kathy Randall, Ann Van Horn, 

Darlene Guillot, Karen Donaldson, Harriet Riley 

Opening prayer: Karen Donaldson 

Elizabeth Artigues thanked Kathy Randall for the recent Raintree game day event.   

Sarah Chancellor-Watson was absent due to testing positive for Covid and Avery 
Beuerman due to contact. 

 The PW Coordinating Team would like to change their meeting time from afternoon 
to evening to be more accessible to those who have work schedules. We discussed 
moving our meeting time to from 5:30 to 5:45 to accommodate them. All were in 
agreement. 

 Kathy Randall made us aware of the desperate situation at Okra Abbey.  Hannah has 
reduced her hours to part-time (20 hours a week) while remaining in a pastoral position 
at the Abbey. Kathy met with Neil “the farmer” who is concerned about irrigation of the 
crops. She has met with the Presbyter. With a growing number of participating in the 
food distribution and infrastructure, the main concern is funding. Kathy explained that 
other area churches contribute, but mostly in “in kind” services. Harriet Riley mentioned 
that Creation Care was waiting on accountability to release funding. Elizabeth noted that 
we have $3000 in the benevolence fund. Discussion ensued around spending half to allow 
for other considerations through year end. Harriet made a motion to spend $1500 from 
the benevolence fund. Darlene seconded. The motion passed with no objection. 

 Elizabeth Artigues moved to discussion of the accelerator program identifying 
potential candidates for both Partner Liaison and Service Event Volunteer. Discussion 
ensued regarding persons with high percentage of results in CM. Elizabeth felt it 
beneficial to identify the qualifiers for each partner before conducting a search. Richard 
Ashmore suggested that we also reach out to the less familiar respondents in the survey. 

 Elizabeth addressed May’s Session meeting and Stewardship Committee’s charge to 
answer the question: “What would you do if you had unlimited funds?” 
 *Add more agencies-Darlene cautioned adding then later having to reconsider 

support 
 *give more to existing agencies  
 *Harriet expressed dream of a church that gives more to the community than to itself 
 *thoughtful, limited expansion of agencies 
 *more support for Okra Abbey 



 *Richard specifically addressed doing more for marginalized community & 
women’s health needs 

 *target areas where we currently lack our support: housing, food insecurity, 
education 

 Elizabeth read the thoughtful thank you note from Clerk of Staff regarding CM’s 
organization of the Spring day of service.   

Reports of Agency Partners: 
 Harriet advised dates of Carrollton Camp and needing volunteers to read each 
morning.  Also need to establish signup for breakfast and lunch volunteers to provide 
ready to eat meals.  Should consider Minute for Mission to promote. 
 Richard discussed current status of Liberty Kitchen. Dennis Bagneris is stepping 
down. He will regroup with incoming staff in July. Cafe Reconcile is vibrant and 
garnering much support via a training initiative for wine service. A recent donor wine 
pairing dinner was a huge success. 
 Kathy met with and was pleased with the new director for Raintree, Alden Howard.   
 Ann advised that Jenn-Care is holding a brunch to educate seniors on resources 
available through their medical clinic. 
 
Darlene made a recent visit to New Orleans Mission reporting a vibrant and “busy” 
community.   
 
Call for other business. 
 
Closing prayer by Karen Donaldson 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Karen Donaldson 











MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY CHANGES & UPDATES 

May 2022 
 
ADDRESS UPDATES 
Name New Address 
n/a  
  
  

BIRTHS 
 Name Birth Date  Parents 

n/a   
   
   

BAPTISMS 
Name Baptism Date 
Hudson Scott Rodgers 5/15/2022 
Andrew Edward Tatum 5/15/2022 
  

 
MARRIAGES 
 Name Wedding Date 
 
 
DEATHS 
 Name  Death Date 
 
 NEW MEMBERS 
Name Address Date Received 

Leon Gorman* 
6001 Downman RD, Apt. 42, 
NOLA 70126 

5/22/2022 

Margaret Jackson-Gorman^ 
6001 Downman RD, Apt. 42, 
NOLA 70126 

5/22/2022 

Elizabeth Penn^ 714 Dufossat ST, NOLA 70115 5/29/2022 
   

 * Received by Reaffirmation of Faith 
 © Received by Confirmation 
 ∞ Restored to Active Membership 
 ® Received by Profession of Faith 
 ^ Received by Transfer of Membership 
 “ Received as an Affiliate 



 
 
 
MEMBERS DISMISSED 
Name Date Made Inactive 
 n/a 
 
 
 
STATISTICAL REPORT 
May 2022 

Active Membership (as of 4/30/2022) 1137 
Gains        + 3 
Subtotal     1140 
Losses        -  0 

TOTAL FOR MAY 2022  1140 

 

 

*Membership Total on 1/1/2021 1132 *New Members YTD 14 



Personnel Committee 
Session Report June 20, 2022 

 
 
OPERATIONS MANAGER SEARCH  
We are in the final stages of our search, with additional interviews with our finalists being 
conducted by Chris and SCAPC Staff in June. We are in hopes of having a new Operations 
Manager in place by September 1.  
 
TEMPORARY PART TIME PASTOR 
We approved Chris’ proposal that he be authorized to offer a retired Presbyterian 
minister a temporary and part time position assisting him while Sarah is on sabbatical 
from Mid-August to Mid-September. It is expected that the position will require 5-10 
hours per week.   
 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL 
Lynn indicated that she hopes to have a first draft to the Committee by October 1 which 
should allow us to complete the revisions this year.  
 
POSSIBLE PART TIME AV COORDINATOR 
We decided to defer further consideration of a part time AV Coordinator due to an 
apparent lack of interest by the Committee Chairs and Staff in creating such a position. 
Instead, we approved Steven’s original idea of hiring a college student to film the 10:30 
service and upload it to the SCAPC website. Steven will make the hire, handle training, 
and will supervise the position.  
 
Personnel Committee has no action items to present. 
 
 



 

 

SCAPC  
Wedding Policies &  

Guidelines 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

adopted by the Session of 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
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INTRODUCTION 
Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being of the entire human 

family. Marriage involves a unique commitment between two people, traditionally a man 

and a woman, to love and support each other for the rest of their lives. The sacrificial love 

that unites the couple sustains them as faithful and responsible members of the church and 

the wider community. In civil law, marriage is a contract that recognizes the rights and 

obligations of the married couple in society. In the Reformed tradition, marriage is also a 

covenant in which God has an active part, and which the community of faith publicly 

witnesses and acknowledges. 

-Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA), W-4.0601 

 

For Christians, marriage is a covenant through which two people are called to live out 

together, before God, their lives of discipleship. The marriage service is an act of worship, 

inspiring both the participants and the congregation. 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church (SCAPC) is pleased you are considering being 

married at our church. Although being a member is not a requirement to be married at 

SCAPC, we hope you will consider joining the SCAPC community. 
 

HOW TO START 

Read the Wedding Policy and Guidelines carefully. 

Contact the church to inquire about the availability of the church on the desired date 

and obtain the fee schedule. 

Complete and sign the Wedding Application. 

Mail the Wedding Application, non-refundable deposit, and refundable damage 

deposit to the church. 

PREPARATORY STEPS 
Wedding Request 

 Contact Bonnie Shoemaker, Wedding Administrator, at (504) 897-0101, ext. 112 or 

bonnie@scapc.org to schedule your wedding at SCAPC. Members of the church should 

call as soon as they know the date of the wedding. Non-members should call no more 

than eight months before the date of the wedding. 
 

Weddings are not held on the following occasions: 

Palm Sunday weekend, Holy Week, the fourth Sunday of Advent weekend, Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day, New Year’s Day. 
 

 Bonnie will advise the couple of the fee schedule and direct them to the church’s website 

to get a copy of the wedding policies, guidelines and Wedding Application. 
 

  



 

Wedding Application 

The wedding application must be completed (typed, not handwritten) and returned with 

the non-refundable deposit and refundable damage deposit to Bonnie Shoemaker 

Bonnie Shoemaker 

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 

1545 State Street 

New Orleans, LA 70118 
 

The wedding date will be confirmed only when the wedding application has been 

received with the required deposits. 

 Note:  SCAPC receives many requests for marriage services. If there are two weddings on the 

same day, there must be at least three hours scheduled between them. 
 

Premarital Counseling 

The purpose of premarital counseling is for the Pastor to meet with the couple and help them 

prepare marriage. There are usually three sessions offered by the Pastor officiating the ceremony. 

The couple needs to initiate the counseling by contacting the Pastors.  
 

Meeting with the Wedding Coordinator 

The SCAPC Wedding Coordinator will direct the wedding, including the rehearsal. In 

the event that an outside Wedding Planner is contracted by the couple, this planner must 

coordinate his or her work with the SCAPC Wedding Coordinator. 
 

Meeting with the Director of Music/Organist 

The couple must meet with the Director of Music/Organist, Steven Blackmon, (504) 897-0101 

ext. 125 or steven@scapc.org to plan the music as soon as the wedding application is 

approved (please see page 10 for details regarding music). The Director of Music/ 

Organist will be playing for you and selecting any soloists that may be requested. 
 

Order of Worship 

The marriage service is a service of worship; therefore, it will follow the order from the 

Presbyterian Book of Common Worship. The Pastor will provide the couple with a copy 

of the service during the initial meeting. 
 

Guest Pastors 

A Pastor from the staff of SCAPC will conduct all weddings at the church. Should a 

bride/groom request a guest pastor/priest to assist, this must be cleared with the SCAPC 

Pastor before the guest is invited. As a matter of protocol, the SCAPC Pastor will formally 

invite the guest clergy to assist. 
 

Receptions 

Church facilities are not available for wedding receptions of any kind. 

  

mailto:steven@scapc.org


 

WEDDING REHEARSAL 
The rehearsal will take approximately one hour in the sanctuary or one-half hour in the 

chapel. Plan accordingly when making any rehearsal dinner arrangements. 
 

Start Time 

Rehearsals start promptly at the agreed-upon time. It is the responsibility of the Bride and 

Groom to have the Wedding Party present and on time for the rehearsal and wedding. 

Therefore, it is suggested that all participants arrive 15 minutes before the scheduled time in 

order to begin promptly. Being punctual will ensure that there is enough time to prepare 

the participants for their wedding duties. It is important that all members of the wedding 

party, including parents, readers and ushers, attend the rehearsal. 
 

Children in the Wedding 

It has been our experience that children under the age of 5 are often ill at ease at weddings. 

Children participating in a wedding should not stand in the front of the church during 

the ceremony. 
 

Dressing Rooms 

There is no designated “Brides Room.” 
 

Marriage License 

The marriage license must be given to the SCAPC Wedding Coordinator at the time of the 

rehearsal in order that the bride, groom and witnesses can sign it. Marriage licenses may be 

obtained from 1450 Poydras Street, Benson Tower, Suite 407 in downtown New Orleans. 
 

Schedule 

Rehearsals are scheduled the day before the wedding. 

 

MUSIC 
All music in worship should serve the purpose of worship and should represent 

the best we have to offer God. Such music as accompanies the marriage ceremony 

should direct attention to God, who sanctifies marriage, and special care should be 

taken to assure that it is suitable and reverent. 

- Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

Director of Music/Organist 

The Director of Music/Organist will play for all weddings at the church. Should he be 

unavailable for a particular wedding date, the Director of Music/Organist will designate a 

substitute organist* to provide music for the ceremony.  



 

Soloists* 

The use of vocal soloists greatly enhances the quality of worship at church weddings. 

SCAPC employs a number of professional soloists, any of whom may be available to sing 

for a particular wedding. Arrangements to employ the services of one or more of these 

individuals should be made through the Director of Music/ Organist. 
 

Instrumentalists* 

As with vocal soloists, the use of other instruments can add greatly to the dimension and 

variety of a musical offering. There exists a wealth of good music for organ or harpsichord 

in combination with other instruments such as flute, oboe, violin, trumpet, cello, or harp. 

The Director of Music/Organist will be happy to contact professional instrumentalists to 

provide music for your wedding. 
 

*Use of non-professional singers/instrumentalists is prohibited. Exceptions will be 

made only at the discretion of the Director of Music/Organist through prior 

arrangement, and then only through audition or supplied recording. There will 

be no use of microphones to amplify singers. 
 

Fees for musicians 

Fees for singers/instrumentalists should be brought to the rehearsal. All payments should 

be made directly to the individual. 
 

Traditional Worship/Traditional Music 

Worship services at SCAPC are traditional in nature, and make use of music appropriate for 

use in a traditional setting. The worship spaces at SCAPC are not set up for “contemporary 

Christian” music. We do not mic singers, nor do we amplify instruments. Music chosen for 

use in the context of a wedding service must meet these requirements, and must be approved 

by the Director of Music/Organist. Pop music or contemporary music that the Director of 

Music/Organist deems inappropriate will not be used. 
 

Prelude Music 

Music prior to the wedding ceremony may be up to thirty minutes in length and may 

include selections for solo organ and, if applicable, vocal and other instrumental music. 

The organ music used during this time will be chosen from the Director of 

Music/Organist’s repertoire. Specific appropriate selections may be requested, but are 

subject to approval. The use of popular music or “show tunes” is not allowed (see statement 

on Traditional Worship above). The Director of Music/Organist will be glad to make 

suggestions for appropriate vocal and/or instrumental music (see next page). 
 

Vocal solos with texts that are appropriate to the worship of God may be used, either in 

the pre-service music or at appropriate places within the ceremony. For instance, they may 

follow the reading of the Scripture, Declaration of Intent, the Vows, the Creed, the 

Presentation of the Wedding Party, or the Prayers. The Director of Music/Organist will be 



 

happy to play sample selections to assist the couple as they make their choices.  

Suggestions of the type of music that might be utilized: 

“My Heart Ever Faithful” – Bach 

“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” - Bach 

“Jesus, Shepherd, Be Thou Near Me” – Bach 

“O Love That Casts Out Fear” - Bach 

“O Perfect Love” - Barnby 

“Eternal Source of Light Divine” – Händel 

“The Gift of Love” - Hopson 

“Biblical Songs” - Dvorak 

“Five Mystical Songs” - Vaughan Williams (baritone only)  

“Alleluia” from Exsultate, Jubilate - Mozart 

Note: The use of musical settings of “The Lord’s Prayer” is discouraged since it is 

included in the order of worship as a congregational prayer. Since weddings 

performed at this church reflect Reformed Presbyterian traditions, the use of any 

setting of “Ave Maria” as any part of the service is not allowed. 
 

Processions 

There exist many good pieces of dignified, joyous music that may be used to accompany 

wedding processions. The “Bridal Chorus” from Wagner’s Lohengrin and “The Wedding 

March” from Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream are pieces rooted in secular 

tradition which have no place in a service of divine worship. The former is performed in 

the opera surrounding the doomed marriage of Elsa and Lohengrin, while the latter 

accompanies the clowning of the characters Bottom and Flute in a work based on 

supernatural fantasy. For these reasons, the use of these particular pieces is not permitted.  

The following is a partial listing of pieces that are suitable: 

“Rigaudon” – Campra 

“Crown Imperial” - Walton 

“Allegro Maestoso” from Water Music – Händel 

“Prelude” from Te Deum - Charpentier 

“Three Trumpet Tunes” – Johnson 

“Trumpet Voluntary” - Clarke* 

“Trumpet Voluntary” - Stanley* 

“Trumpet Tune” - Purcell* 

“Psalm XIX” - Marcello 

“A Mighty Fortress” - Walcha “Rondeau” - Mouret* 

“Toccata” from Symphony V – Widor 

“Final” from Symphony III – Vierne 

“Rondo” - Bull 

“This Day Full of Gladness” - Dupré 

 *solo trumpet may be used 



 

Congregational Hymns 

As in any service of worship, the singing of hymns is appropriate and provides an excellent 

means of congregational participation. Hymns may be used as processionals, as hymns of 

praise, or following particularly significant events in the ceremony. Following is a list of 

suggested titles: 

“All Creatures of Our God and King”  

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

“Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above”  

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing” 

“Be Thou My Vision”  

“O Perfect Love” 

“The Grace of Life is Theirs” 
 

When the wedding occurs in a particular season of the church year, hymns appropriate to 

the season may be used. 

 

FLOWERS, DECORATIONS, AND CANDLES 
 Flowers, decorations, and other appointments should be appropriate to the place of 

worship, enhance the worshippers’ consciousness of the reality of God, and reflect the 

integrity and simplicity of Christian life. 

- Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

A beautiful sanctuary such as the one here at SCAPC does not require lavish or elaborate 

decorations. In all activities surrounding the wedding ceremony, excessive expense and 

ostentation should be avoided. The bride should work with her florist to accomplish her 

desires in good taste and make her florist aware of the rules of the church regarding 

decorations and candles. 
 

Church Hours 

The church is open Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Saturday delivery must be arranged through the Wedding Coordinator. 
 

Flower Urns 

The church provides  flower urns that may be used for weddings: 

 2 - Antique urns: 13” deep, 11” wide at top rim, 8” wide inside 

 

Christmas Decorations 

Christmas decorations and flowers will remain in the Church once in place during the 

Christmas season. These are to be used if a wedding is scheduled during Christmas. 
 

 



 

Multiple Weddings 

If there are two or more weddings in the Church on the same day, we suggest that the 

flowers be shared. 
 

Storage 

Bouquets, corsages, and boutonnieres may be stored in the refrigerator located in 

the kitchen. 
 

Aisle Candles 

If candles are to be used in the aisles, hurricane globes must be used and must be secured to 

the pews. (The church has two sections of 22 rows of pews.). Candles may be used in the 

Chancel loft (except under the horizontal trumpets). All candles must be of the no-drip 

variety. The church does not provide candles or hurricane globes. We recommend at least 

12” no-drip tapers, with a ¾” - 1” base. Please do not order metal candles with spring-

loaded wax inserts. 
 

Aisle Runners 

Aisle runners are not allowed because they are dangerous and frequently unmanageable. 
 

Communion Table 

The communion table may not be removed from the chancel area. No flower 

arrangements may be placed on the table. 
 

Other 

* Candles or other candelabras must be obtained from a florist or other vendor. All 

candelabras used must be of heavy construction and must be sturdy enough to resist 

tipping over. 
 

* No nails or screws may be used when decorating the church. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY 

Flash Equipment 

The wedding is a service of worship; therefore, the use of flash equipment is not allowed 

in any area of the sanctuary, choir loft, or balcony during the ceremony. Flash equipment 

may be allowed only in the narthex (entry) prior to the processional and after the 

recessional. Wedding guests are not permitted to take pictures during the ceremony. 
 

Photographer’s/Videographer’s Guidelines Sheet 

It is the responsibility of the couple to see that the photographer and/or videographer is 

provided with a copy of the Guidelines for Photographers 

Video Equipment 

Video equipment is allowed in the church sanctuary, without artificial lighting 



 

equipment. Recording of the wedding service is allowed from the rear balcony of the 

sanctuary and the video equipment must remain stationary during the ceremony. 

Recording is also allowed from the front choir loft if the equipment remains stationary 

and unmanned during the service. Use of video images for commercial purposes, 

whether by news organizations or otherwise, will require written approval by the Pastor. 
 

Photographers and Video personnel should dress formally in attire appropriate for a 

service of worship. 
 

OTHER 
Payment 

Final payment in full is due one month prior to the wedding. 
 

Seating Capacity 

The Sanctuary will hold 526 people and the Chapel will hold 110. 
 

Food and Beverages 

No beverages or food shall be allowed in the Sanctuary or the Chapel. Alcohol is not allowed 

on the premises at any time. Smoking is not permitted in the building.  
 

Procession Following Ceremony 

The throwing of rice, confetti, flower petals, birdseed, etc. is not permitted in any area of 

the church or its property. 
 

Outside Vendors 

All outside vendors (i.e., florists, wedding planners, photographers, etc.) will be held 

responsible for any damages incurred to the church property. If a company has not 

previously provided services at SCAPC, a representative must contact the Wedding 

Administrator for approval. 
 

Childcare 

Childcare is not provided during the rehearsal or wedding ceremony. 
 

Personal Items 

Every possible effort will be made to protect personal items. However, as our buildings 

are open to the public, SCAPC cannot be held responsible for items if lost, damaged or 

stolen. 
 

We hope that we have anticipated some of the questions you will have concerning plans 

for your wedding. Please contact the SCAPC Wedding Administrator whenever 

questions occur or for clarification of policies. 
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ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

Information to assist families in the planning of a Funeral or Memorial Service 
 

In Baptism each Christian shares in Christ’s dying and rising, and receives the promise of eternal and 
abundant life in him. We understand the Christian funeral to be the completion of Baptism. In the face 
of death, we affirm with tears and joy the good news of the gospel and the hope of the resurrection. We 
do not grieve in isolation, but are sustained by the power of the Holy Spirit and the community of faith. 
 -Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA), W-4.0701 
 

 St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church extends our sympathy and offer our support and 
encouragement to families and friends in times of loss. Because we believe the purpose of the 
funeral or memorial service is the worship of God and the consolation of the living, the Session 
of the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church has adopted the following policies for funeral 
and memorial services held at the church. 
 

Notify the Church of a Death 
 The family is encouraged to contact the church’s Funeral Coordinator as soon as possible 
in order to schedule a meeting with a pastor to arrange the details of the service. 
 

Services Held at the Church 
 Services are held at the church for a church member, a former church member or an 
immediate family member (the pastor will make the final decision). 
 Services are held Monday-Thursday afternoon beginning at 2 pm. The church is available 
for visitation 1½ hours prior to the service. When making arrangements, please be mindful that 
no services are scheduled on Saturdays or Sundays. Also, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week 
(between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday), Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, and New Year’s Day. 
 

Meet with the Service Leaders 
 The family will meet with the Pastor and Music Director at least two days prior to the 
service to select the elements of the Worship Service, e.g., music, scripture, etc., and share 
memories and details of the deceased. 
 

Order of Worship 
 Funerals and memorial services are services of worship to God and will follow the Order 
of Worship from The Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 The church will provide printed programs for the congregants to follow the Worship 
Service. The family and pastor work together on details for the order of worship.   
 

Readers of Scriptures / Remembrances 
 If the family chooses to incorporate remarks during the funeral service, one or two 
individuals is recommended, but no more than three. The individuals sharing remembrances 
must follow these guidelines: 
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 The participant(s) must be mindful of the reverence of the Worship Service are advised to 
be respectful in their remarks. Remembrances and anecdotes as they relate to the faith life of 
the deceased are appropriate to share during the service. Readings and remarks should be 
written out and speakers should read from their manuscripts. Extemporaneous or “off the 
cuff” remarks are strongly discouraged as they tend to be unduly lengthy. Other personal 
stories should be shared at the reception or other family gatherings. 
 Remarks should be 3 to 5 minutes in duration. Speakers are encouraged to practice their 
remarks in advance of the service. 
 

Flowers 
 Flowers and other decorations reflect the integrity and simplicity of Christian life. The service may 
include other actions common to the community of faith and its cultural context, provided that these 
actions do not distract from the Christian understanding of death and resurrection. 

-Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

The church owns two antique flower urns that may be used for the service. They are 13” 
deep; 11” wide at the top; and 8” wide inside. They hold J-7 paper maché pots. 
 The family should order any flowers it wishes to have for the service. In the sanctuary, only 
flowers placed in the urns will be allowed. All other flowers received will be placed in the 
visitation room, Narthex, or other mutually agreed on location in the church. All flowers 
should be removed, by the family, following the service. 
 The following florist is familiar with the procedures, policies, sizes of urns, etc., for the 
church. 

Harkins Florist 504-529-1638 

 No personal memorabilia, such as pictures of the deceased, will be displayed in the 
Sanctuary during the service. 
 

Casket or Cremation Urns 
 The casket or cremains of the deceased may be present for the Worship Service. If the family 
requests the casket be present during the service in the Sanctuary, the family should coordinate 
with the funeral home to have the casket brought to the church and removed immediately after 
the service. The casket will be closed while on church premises. The church will provide a pall 
to cover the casket. Flags or flowers may not be placed on top of the casket. 
 

Receptions 
 The church facilities are not available for receptions. 
 

Seating Capacity 
 The Sanctuary will hold 526 people and the Chapel will hold 110. 
 

Food and Beverages 
 Food and beverages are not allowed in the visitation rooms, Sanctuary, or the Chapel. 
Water will be provided for the family in the visitation room. Snacks may be kept in the church’s 
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kitchen for the family to have during the break between visitation and the service. No alcohol 
is allowed on the premises at any time. 
 

Childcare 
 Childcare is not provided. 
 

Personal Items 
 SCAPC cannot be held responsible for items if lost, damaged or stolen. 
 

 
 

Contact Information 
 
Chris Currie, Senior Pastor 
 chriscurrie@scapc.org 504-897-0101, ext. 112 
 
Sarah Chancellor-Watson, Associate Pastor 
 sarah@scapc.org 504-897-0101, ext. 117 
 
Steven Blackmon, Director of Music/Organist 
 steven@scapc.org 504-897-0101, ext. 125 
 
Bonnie Shoemaker, Funeral Coordinator 
 bonnie@scapc.org 504-897-0101, ext. 112 
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