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THE PASTOR'S DESK
How Will They Know We are Christians?
fall Sermon series
“What are you going to do about it, that’s what I’d like to know.”
— Paul Simon
This summer a number of folks responded to my invita on to make sermon sugges ons. Over
half of the sugges ons related to ethical and moral ques ons. They varied from very general
ques ons such as “Is there any such thing as moral absolutes?” to very speciﬁc ques ons such as “How are we as
Chris ans to respond to the humanitarian crisis among immigrants along our southern border?” While some aspects
of these ques ons are be er dealt with in other forums than preaching (for example, in the blog series now being
posted, “Is Tolerance a Chris an Virtue,”) some of the ques ons are perfect for the pulpit. So, for the ﬁrst few weeks
of this new church school year, our focus will be on what it means to act like a Chris an.
Historically, much of the focus in our Reformed tradi on has tended to be on beliefs. But what if we focused for a
while on what we do and why we do it? A er all, as the old songs says, “They will know we are Chris ans by our love.”
And love is never just something we feel, it is the basis of our ac ons and is made real in our ac ons. Indeed, William
James, the philosopher and author of Varie es of Religious Experience, observed that
the truthfulness of a faith is most reliably seen in the lives it produces among its
For the sermon schedule, visit
adherents.
www.scapc.org.

Teaching an Old Dogma New Tricks
new bible study

How we came to believe what we believe, and what we can do about it
This fall and spring, Sarah and I will co-teach the mid-week Bible Study (formerly the Men’s Bible Study and the
Women’s Bible Study, now co-ed). The class will meet weekly in the Chapel at 5:00 PM prior to Wednesday Night Out,
beginning September 11.
We’ll be exploring where our Chris an beliefs came from biblically and in the experience of people like us across
our history. So many of the ques ons that emerged when I asked the congrega on to suggest sermon topics really
lended themselves to a deeper level of conversa on than is possible through preaching (heaven and hell, law and
grace, moral absolu sm vs. rela vism, the cross and atonement, etc.), that it became clear that an explora on of the
origins of our beliefs might be interes ng and valuable.
If you wish to get a printed resource for the study, I’ll actually be drawing from the book I wrote, Invita on to
Theology: A Guide to Study, Conversa on & Prac ce, (InterVarsity Press, 2001). You can probably get a good deal on
the book from Amazon because it’s been in print for twenty years and has been used as a college textbook (in other
words, there’s probably lots of second-hand copies out there). Sarah and I have very diﬀerent teaching styles: on the
weeks she teaches, she will lead group discussions; on my weeks, I will mostly do stand-up comedy thinly disguised as
teaching. I think this contrast in style will ﬁt the subject ma er nicely.

MICHAEL JINKINS
INTERIM SENIOR PASTOR
WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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News IN BRIEF
Pastor Nomina ng Commi ee
The Pastor Nomina ng Commi ee
(PNC) would like to thank all of the
SCAPC members who responded to the
survey over the summer. We had over
100 surveys returned. The PNC would
also like to thank each of you who
a ended one of our Listening Lounges
in August. Thanks in large part to the
input received from our dedicated
congrega on, we have completed our
Ministry Informa on Form (MIF) and the
Session has approved it. Once approved
by the Presbytery's Commi ee on
Ministry, we will then look forward to
receiving Personal Informa on Forms
(PIF) from poten al candidates this fall.
- Price Lanier, PNC Commi ee

Theological Educa on Sunday
On Sunday, September 15 we will
celebrate Theological Educa on &
Seminaries Recogni on Sunday by
welcoming Dr. Jennifer Lord, Professor
of Homile cs and Liturgical Studies
at Aus n Presbyterian Theological
Seminary, to our pulpit! Her work
focuses on liturgical theology informing
preaching,
presiding/worship
leadership, spirituality,
and
renewal
of
Sunday
worship
prac ces.
In
addi on, and in
rela on to these
liturgical foci, she
researches
and
presents on Pilgrimage,
Liminality studies, and Women’s voice
in preaching and liturgical leadership.

Youth Upcoming Events:
Interested in a ending our youth
events? We would love to have you.
ALL are welcome, regardless of sexual
orienta on, race, background, gender,
poli cal expression, or prior experience
with this church (or any church).
Youth Group, which kicked oﬀ
informally with a pool party on August
25, “oﬃcially” begins on September
4
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8 and will take place Sunday nights
throughout the school year (5-7 PM,
3rd ﬂoor Youth Room). This year, our
theme will be “Blessed to be a Blessing.”
We will explore – through joyful games,
though ul ac vi es, and reﬂec ve
discussions – what it
means to be gi ed
and loved by God
and how we can
share that grace
with others. Also
star ng
Sunday,
September 8 there
will also be Sunday
School (9:30-10:20 AM). Like Youth
Group, it remains open to all 6th-12th
graders.
SCAPC will also con nue to oﬀer
small age-appropriate breakout groups.
The ﬁrst is our Middle School Girls Small
Group, which will meet monthly at
various loca ons, star ng September
10, under the leadership of church
member Leslie Johns Ray. Senior High
Small Group will take place from 7-8 PM
on alterna ng Thursdays in the 3rd ﬂoor
Youth Room, beginning on September
12.
Finally, our big Fall Retreat will
take place November 1-3. This year
our retreat will be held at Tall Timbers
Bap st Conference Center, a beau ful
woodsy loca on just south of Alexandria,
Louisiana. There, our youth will have
the opportunity to engage in a number
of team-building exercises, such as high
ropes and low ropes courses, as well as
par cipate in a number of unique and
fun ac vi es, from archery to hiking
to bonﬁres to Tall Timber’s famous
paintball-like ac vity “bazooka ball.”
Keep on the lookout for updates,
and please contact Director of Youth
and Young Adults Chris Hazlaris (chris@
scapc.org, 504-897-0101 ext. 124) if you
have any ques ons or need to be added
to the youth email chain!
- Chris Hazlaris,
Director of Youth & Young Adults

Lupberger Lecture Series
We welcome Dr. Gary Dorrien,
Professor of Social Ethics at Union
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
as our 2019 Lupberger Lecture Series
speaker. On Saturday, November 9, he
will lead a workshop from 8:30 AM-Noon.
He will lead a combined adult Sunday
School class on Sunday, November 10
at 9:30 AM, and he will preach at both
services that morning. His topics will
range from “The Social Gospel in Black
and White, Then and
Now”; “Reformed
Theology, Great
Awakenings,
and Social
Chris anity”
and “The Coin
of Caesar and the
Kin-dom of God”.

Presbyterian Women's Circles
PW Circles (monthly Bible studies)
oﬀer an environment in which faith
is nurtured and growth takes place
through worship, studying the Bible,
fellowship, and outreach. This year's
Horizons Bible study is Love Carved
in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments by Eugenia Anne
Gamble. Many will remember Eugenia
from the 2016 PW Retreat in which
she led us in a similar study. The study
books ($10/ea) and
2019-2020 PW
Directory/
Calendar/Prayer
Books ($7/ea)
will be available
at the ﬁrst Circle
mee ngs taking
place:
MONDAY, SEPT. 9 at Noon in the
Land Building (lunch at 11:45) and 2:00
PM at Lambeth House
TUESDAY, SEPT. 10 at 5:45 PM in the
Land Building (over refreshments and
wine)

yaf FALL EVENTS

Young Adults & Families

P.I.N.T.S.
(Presbyterians Imbibing in Necessary Theological Study)
Wednesdays, 6:45 - 8:00 PM following Wednesday Night Out
Childcare provided

Saints Watch Party

Friendsgiving Potluck Dinner

Sunday, September 15 · 3 PM · Carlisle Home
Come cheer on the Saints as the 2019 football season is
ge ng started. Tailgate food and drinks will be provided.
RSVP to bria@scapc.org by Thursday, Sept. 12.

Saturday, November 16 · 5-7 PM · Land Building
Count your blessings with your SCAPC family. Please bring
your favorite Thanksgiving themed dish and RSVP to
caitalexandria@gmail.com by Tuesday, Nov. 12.

Pumpkin Carving

Christmas Brunch & Gi Exchange

Friday, October 25 · 5-7 PM · Land Building
Carve/decorate a pumpkin to show oﬀ for Halloween night.
All pumpkins, supplies, and dinner provided.
RSVP to catherinecauley@me.com by Tuesday, Oct. 22.

Sunday, December 15 · 12-2 PM, Carlisle Home
A fes ve brunch will be provided, but please bring a gi for
the white elephant exchange. RSVP to chris na.carlisle@
gmail.com by Thursday, December 12.

Sunday School

resuming September 8
9:30 - 10:15 AM

CLASS LINEUP

Adult Classes

6th through 12th Grades

Galatians and James
Faith or Works? Gospel or Law? Join us for an engaging
study as we explore these key ques ons in the life of every Chris an. Two small but mighty studies tackle one of
the most conten ous issues in theology: What is the role
of faith and works when it comes to salva on? | Sept. 8
– Dec. 15 | Phifer Library | led by Pat Widhalm et al.

Youth Sunday School
Discussing the scripture of the day to be used in worship
and work to grasp its relevance in modern life
• 3rd Floor Youth Room

What in the World Is the Holy Spirit Up to?
Wisdom and Spirituality in the Big Picture: Brieﬂy exploring non-Chris an sources of wisdom, including Ecclesiastes; the Greek Stoic teacher Epictetus; ancient Taoism
from China; and core teachings of Zen Buddhism from
Japan. | Sept. 8 – 29 | Land Building, Riverside Room |
led by Michael Jinkins
Home Grown: A Handbook for Christian Parenting
Prac cal, real-world advice about how to help your kids
know and love God – and how to build a home where
you can grow in faith together. | Sept. 8 – Oct. 20 | 2nd
Floor Conference Room

4th and 5th Grades
Challenger Class
Working through faith journeys, what it means to be a
Reformed Presbyterian, the 10 Commandments, Psalm
23, Jesus' parables, and the Lord's Prayer.
• 2nd Floor Challenger Classroom

3 Years through 3rd Grade
Growing in Grace and Gratitude
Exploring Old Testament stories that reﬂect worship –
ways in which God meets us, calls us, and sends us.
• 3 years through Pre-K: Room 213
• Kindergarten through 1st grade: Room 212
• 2nd through 3rd grades: Room 214

0-3 Years
Nursery
Open 8:15 AM-12:00 PM - First Floor

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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YOUTH Summer Saturdays
CHRIS HAZLARIS, Director of Youth & Young Adults

This summer was full of fun and new connec ons for
our youth. A er the conclusion of SCAPC’s Vaca on Bible
School (VBS), in which many of our youth par cipated as
volunteers, new Director of Youth and Young Adults Chris
Hazlaris launched a Summer Saturdays ini a ve to build on
the rela onships made at VBS and create rapport leading
into the new school year. The ﬁrst event on the table was
a mini golf event on June 22 at City Park. What was special
about this occasion (other than the fact that it drew over
30 par cipants!) was that it brought together old and new.
Indeed, despite the heat, the event allowed for fellowship
between gradua ng seniors and incoming 6th graders, youth
group veterans and incoming members, lifelong SCAPCers and those youth that had only ever known the church
through VBS. New friendships were built on the course and
a erwards over tasty snowballs.
Though this was the ﬁrst and biggest event, it certainly
was not the last. On July 21, Tulane students and Middle
School Girls Small Group (MSGSG) leaders
Ellie Pectol and Alexandria Leland
facilitated a farewell event at the
Couvillon home to celebrate the 8th
grade girls to whom they had grown
so close before they le for their
respec ve fall study abroad programs.
It was a joyous occasion and a huge
success! Following this, on July 28, our
youth par cipated in the Red Sand Project
Re
ct
d Sand Proje

around the church area, crea ng
urban art in the streets to bring
a en on to human traﬃcking
and to those in our society
who too o en “fall through
the cracks.” Though small in
number, the group did a terriﬁc
job. They decorated the city,
brought awareness to an important
Water Day
issue, and celebrated over Dat Dog and
milkshakes a erwards!
The ﬁnal major youth event of the summer was our
Youth Water day on August 10. Twelve youth traveled to
Pearlington, Mississippi, to soak up the sun on the beach
and take part in exci ng tubing and boa ng ac vi es. The
day was tremendously successful, in large part due to Chuck
Mutz who donated his me and boat, as well as to Jennifer
Foss, who sacriﬁced her day to drive and chaperone as a
parent.
With this summer as a founda on, we at SCAPC cannot
wait to see the way Youth Group con nues to blossom this
fall and beyond. We are beyond excited to both embrace
new faces and welcome back those who have already found
a special home in Youth Group, and look forward to laughs,
learning, and leadership that will develop over the next year.
Engaged by grace, we aspire to remain an inclusive, thoughtprovoking, safe, and compassionate space for the young
people we care so much about!

City Pu
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PW Synod Gathering
JULIE NICE, Presbyterian Women

n

Tulsa is not New Orleans. S ll,
I felt strangely at home during
my ﬁrst visit to that city:
Sarah Chancellor-Watson
was oﬃcia ng at worship
services, and several
ac ve members of SCAPC
were in evidence every
day.
We were all in
downtown
Tulsa, Oklahoma
o
Sa
ts
rah
a
in
late
July
for
the triennial
W
ChancellorGathering of the Synod of the Sun’s
Presbyterian Women, spending three days
with women from all over the four-state region including
Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas.
It was clear that the reason the Presbyterian Women
gather as a regional body once every three years is so that
we will all learn how—and feel how—we are part of a
network with many other churches, an ever-ﬂowing source
of new ideas, inspira on, and fellowship.
We are not alone in doing mission work, learning
new ways to put our beliefs into prac ce in the broader
community. We can get gather with friends and strangers,

away from our usual
daily ac vi es, to listen
to guest clergy as they
help us mine the gold
in Scripture passages.
These teachings can
illuminate our personal
experiences and give
us a renewed sense
of possibility. We can
par cipate in smallgroup workshops that
can expand our tool set
for dealing with many
challenges of life, from
divorce to suppor ng
grieving friends to
being a more eﬀec ve
leader.
We have much to
do. But we are in great
company!

MILESTONES

Synod News
The Synod of the Sun's new
ministry, Solar Under the Sun,
works closely with Living Waters
of the World (one of SCAPC's
Global Mission partners)
to install solar panels in
communi es around the world
that lack electricity.
Mark your calendar for the next
Synod of the Sun
Gathering in
New Orleans
from July 2123, 2022!

Send your milestones to
Membership Coordinator
Camille Zander:
camille@scapc.org.

As of August 27, 2019

BAPTISMS

BIRTH

Grace Kathryn Smith
daughter of Katy and Clay Smith,
granddaughter of Lynn and Charles Smith

Katherine Anna Turner, August 14
daughter of Anna and Nathan Turner

Lillian Barrett Wheeler
daughter of Tyler and Barrett Wheeler

DEATHS

Robert Reid Wilson
son of Annie and Matthew Wilson, grandson of Lisa and Peter Wilson,
great-grandson of Betty Wilson Jeffrey

Eean McNaughton
Mary Allen Corder
William Legier
Betty Graves Brown

Lilian Legendre Gravolet
daughter of Gwendolyn and Bobby Gravolet
WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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Men’s Retreat 2019
Friday night, October 4 - Saturday morning, October 5 • Pass Chris an, MS
Guest leader: Rev. Steve Jester of Second Presbyterian Church of Louisville
Your check for $100 is your reserva on • Send payment to Bonnie Shoemaker at SCAPC
Sign-up deadline is Sept. 20 • For more info, email Price Lanier at price@lwi-marine.com

Scottish Heritage Sunday
October 27
WEAR PLAID TO CHURCH!
DR. WILL STORRAR, GUEST PREACHER · SCOTTISH WORSHIP ELEMENTS
BAGPIPE PROCESSION · RECOGNITION OF 50+ YEAR MEMBERS
SPECIAL SCOTTISH-THEMED RECEPTION

Louisiana tartan

