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2018 ADVENT

The Christian Year commences
Presbyterians follow the Liturgical calendar, reminding us to
reflect on all of the scripture ‒ the good, the bad, & the ugly.

INSIDE:
Advent Reflections

Pause, ponder, & pray with weekly Advent reflections

Investing in West Carrollton:

Carrollton Camp has provided experiences for hundreds of school-age children.

Reclaiming Advent

Re-orient this season with practices that are life-giving and Christ-centered.
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Sarah reminds us of the hope in Advent

The White Gift tree is up! Plus a report from RHINO's
Puerto Rico trip; Aden's new mission and more!
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Read along and reflect for each Sunday of Advent
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Don Frampton explains how the Christian Year grounds our faith
and what the seasons of Advent, Epiphany, and Lent mean
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Choir member Wendi Adams shares how the choir prepares
for the big orchestra program throughout the fall
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INVESTING IN WEST CARROLLTON

Sarah Chancellor-Watson
Associate Pastor for Mission
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Re-orient during this busy season toward a simple, lifegiving and Christ-centered holiday
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Carrollton Camp is embarking on its fifth Christmas--just one
of the ways SCAPC has invested in this neighborhood
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Michele Murphy
Director of Christian Education
Harry Brown
Parish Associate for Pastoral Care

Emily Smith reflects on how the mission trip to Cuba helped
her disconnect from distractions and re-connect with life
e

sti

ng

ge

I nv

s1

2-1

3

9

Editor:

in W

e s t C a r ro llt o

n

S t . C harles A venue P resbyterian C hurch

Early Worship..............................................8:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School Classes................................9:30 a.m.
Late Worship................................................10:30 a.m., Sanctuary

On the Cover:
"The Christian Year Commences:" Senior Pastor Don Frampton
explains the first three seasons of the church year: Advent,
Epiphany, and Lent. Pages 8-9
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Tim Shipkin
RHINO Ministry Director
Bria Rault
Youth and Young Adults Coordinator
Adelle Bergman
Aden Program Director

Dear friends,
As a pastor, I’m always having to get ahead of the seasons and holidays in order to have
everything ready for each season – preparing for Easter before Mardi Gras is even over,
making plans for Advent and Christmas in September, exploring summer mission trips
in the dead of winter, etc. But in my personal life, I like the anticipation of waiting for a
season or holiday to come, and I don’t like to preempt the holidays by drinking pumpkin
spiced lattes in August or start listening to Christmas music the day after Halloween.
Maybe, like me, you roll your eyes when you walk into the stores in October and already the shelves are stocked
with Christmas lights, decorations, and “black Friday” deals. But this year I find myself less annoyed with the
premature celebration of the holiday season, in fact I find myself longing for this season, and especially for the
messages of gratitude, hope, healing and reconciliation that characterize Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.
As I write this letter another mass shooting, this time in California, on the heels of the tragic act of hate and
violence against the faith community of the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. The mid-term elections have
just occurred and the rhetoric and scorched earth campaigns waged by candidates across political parties have
again brought into focus for me just how divided we are as a nation.
And so, now more than ever, I need to hear of the hope of Christ coming into the world and into my heart
again. I need to hear the voices of the prophets, who proclaimed the release of the captive and the binding up of
the brokenhearted. I need to hear the stories of the faithfulness of Mary, Joseph, and the Wise Men, who risked
reputation and safety, and defied not only societal expectations, but even government authority to bring Jesus
into the world and to keep him safe. I need the assurances of the angels to “be not afraid, for I bring you tidings
of great joy. And I need to hear the good news of the Shepherds. “A Savior has been born to us!”
Even the symbols and signs of this season point us to this hope in Christ that we celebrate. The color of
Advent is a deep blue, it represents not only the royalty of Christ as Lord, but dark blue of the sky right before
the light of dawn comes over the horizon. In Advent we celebrate the coming of the light with the Advent
wreath, lighting a new candle each week leading up to Christmas Eve when we light Christ Candle and share
that light with one another, holding our candles while we sing together, “Silent night, holy night. All is calm, all
is bright.” The star of Epiphany also reminds us of Christ’s light, guiding us in our lives today.
So maybe this year it’s ok to go ahead the “haul out the holly” because we do “need a little Christmas, right
this very minute.” And we need a whole lotta Jesus! May your holiday season be filled with the hope of our Lord
Jesus Christ giving you and your loved ones the strength and courage to face whatever darkness may come, as we
each carry the light of Christ into the world not only during Christmas, but every day of the year.

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas,

ST. CHARLES AVENUE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118
www.scapc.org
(504) 897-0101

SARAH CHANCELLOR-WATSON
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR MISSION

Weekly Advent devotionals
from fellow church members:
See pages 6-7
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News IN BRIEF
White Gift is Here Again!

Advent is quickly approaching, and
one way to prepare our hearts and
minds for Christmas is to participate in
our White Gift program.
On November 18, 25, and December
2, a tree will be in Frampton Fellowship
Hall with ornaments to sign out and
take home. Each ornament will have
information about an individual from
one of our current or former Community
Ministry partner agencies. These include
Raintree Children and Family Services,
Lafayette Academy, New Orleans
Women and Children’s Shelter, Victories
in Service, Eden House, and St. Thomas
Clinic. There will also be opportunities
to sponsor a child at Carrolton
Camp.
Please take an
ornament, shop for
a few things on that
ornament, and wrap
it all in one box.
And, this year, wrap
it in whatever color
wrapping paper you
have!
While I’ve been working with
White Gift for the past eight years, I’ve
heard that the hardest part for folks
is finding white wrapping paper. So,
please don’t worry about that! Spend
your time praying for the person on
your ornament, talking with your family
about what you want to buy and share
with this person, and preparing the gift
lovingly as you think about the joy you
are sharing!
We hope to see you at the Wrapping
Party on Wednesday, December 5!
Bring the gifts, and we will provide all
the wrapping supplies you need! -Sarah
Edgecombe

Aden Program:
Redefined
Aging Adults
Dining Together
Engaging in activities
Nurtured with care

When the Aden
Program opened last
year, it was focused on
creating a space for those
with mild-to-moderate memory
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issues, knowing that activities are great
for the brain and that their caregivers
would receive a time of respite.
As the year passed, we recognized
that the people enjoying the Aden
Program the most are those who desire
a community of friends to meet with
twice a week. We decided to also
invite elders who are home-bound
and lonely, often with a caregiver
meeting their needs. Our
mission is now to offer social
engagement and activities for the
young-at-heart, embracing those
with memory impairment, as well as
providing respite and peace of mind for
the loved one caring for them daily!
The Aden program has great fun
on Tuesdays and Thursdays! Our
participants, staff, and volunteers
always enjoy ourselves. We converse,
play cards, eat a meal, and spend as
much time as we can sitting out on the
porch. We have room for at least two
more participants, so please spread the
word. We would also love for church
members to come share time with us
– by playing the piano, doing a craft, or
leading another group activity. Contact
Program Director Adelle Bergman with
questions or to help at aden@scapc.
org or 504-962-9027. -Adelle Bergman,
Program Director

Presbyterian Women: 25th
Annual Retreat in January

It is almost time for the SCAPC
Presbyterian Women’s Retreat. All SCAPC
women and their guests are invited to
join their sisters on January 21-22 at the
Solomon Retreat Center in Loranger, LA.
Our speaker this year is Jan Edmiston,
General Presbyter of the Charlotte
Presbytery. She will challenge us to think
about our roles as leaders in the 21st
century church using four events from
early church history found in Acts. We
will apply these ancient truths to our
modern (even post-modern) culture.
Jan’s topic will give us lots to discuss
and meditate on both individually and
corporately. The beautiful space and
facilities at Solomon will offer us ample
opportunities to sit with God and our
thoughts.
The retreat wouldn’t be complete

without the many traditions we cherish:
worship in the chapel, afternoon cookies,
social hour before dinner, the labyrinth,
campfire, and the newly added mission
project. Hopefully, there will be a few
surprises, too.
The coordinating team
looks forward to welcoming
you. Please contact us if
you have any questions:
Jane Rasi: janerasi@gmail.
com, Jenny Baldwin:
jennykbaldwin@gmail.
com, or Kandice Snow:
4kandicesnow@gmail.com.

Young Adults & Families
Christmas Brunch & White
Elephant Gift Exchange

Join the Young Adults & Families for
a Christmas Brunch and White Elephant
gift exchange on Sunday, December 16,
from 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Help us keep the Christmas Spirit
alive with our annual brunch and gift
exchange! Bring your favorite Christmas
dish or drink to share as well as a gift
($20 limit) if you’d like to participate in
our white elephant gift exchange. All
friends and family welcome.
RSVP by December 14th
with your dish or drink
to bria@scapc.org.
Childcare is available,
please let Bria know
if you are interested
in it.
The event will be
hosted at the home of the
Carlisle family: 1838 Robert St. New
Orleans, LA 70118.

Christmas Eve Services

Two Christmas Eve services will be
held this year: a family service at 4:00
p.m. and a Lessons and Carols service at
7:00 p.m.
The family service will feature
children and youth retelling the story of
the birth of Jesus. Childcare is available.
The lessons and carols service will
offer a traditional, candle-lit Christmas
Eve service with Scripture readings,
hymns and communion. Childcare is not
available for this service.

Join PW for a Christmas
Service and Reception

Please join Presbyterian Women for
our Annual Christmas Worship Service
on Tuesday, December
11, at 6:00 pm in
the Chapel. A
reception will
follow at the
home of Lacey
and Price Lanier,
6040 St. Charles
Avenue. All women
are welcome!

Challenger Class retreats
to Tickfaw State Park

During the first weekend of
November, 12 fourth- and fifth-graders,
along with leaders Michele Murphy
and Patrick Egan, ventured to Tickfaw
State Park for a weekend of nature and
prayer. After a nighttime hike, the group
settled into the importance of prayer
both in the New and Old Testaments
and talked about different ways to pray.
The participants learned that prayer
doesn’t only happen before a meal or
before bed, but can be part of every
aspect of our lives. Through songs and
prayer stations, they saw how prayers
can be like ribbons weaved together
in a loom. We spent the afternoon
at the Cajun Corn Maze where they
rode the cow train, went
through the mazes,
watched pig races,
and enjoyed the
afternoon playing.
The following week,
the participants
led a class for the
kindergarten through
third grade with several
of the prayer stations they
had worked on. Through this fellowship,
many new friendships were made with
the group.

Youth Retreat to Grand Isle

Sarah Chancellor-Watson and
Michele Murphy brought 12 youth to
Grand Isle in October for a weekend
retreat based on Isaiah, “we are the clay
and you are the potter.” We explored
what it means to be made lovingly in
God’s image—and explored how, as

we grow, our relationships change with
friends, family, and God. Since we have
had such a warm fall, the Gulf was a
perfect temperature for a swim and
the group had a great afternoon in the
surf making sand castles and dodging
mosquitos! We ended the retreat with a
service and communion and came back
the city with new insight on our place in
God’s world.

Welcome back Emma
Pegues to the SCAPC staff!

With great joy, we welcome back
Emma Pegues to the SCAPC staff.
Emma was formerly the RHINO Project
Manager (2013-2015) and
also led the very first
Carrollton Camp!
Since her previous
stint at SCAPC, Emma
married husband
Matt Smith, and they
welcomed their son,
Reed, in September 2017.
Emma will be working
as the interim Youth Director until a
permanent Youth Director is in place.
She will also be assisting Michele
Murphy with the ever-growing children's
program as Christian Education
Assistant, which she will continue in for
the long-term.
Emma has Master of Social Work
from Tulane University and worked at
Loyola University and Ochnser Health
System as a Licensed Master Social
Worker and disaster mental health
practitioner.
Emma's office hours will be
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from
1:00-5:00 p.m. You can welcome her at
emmap@scapc.org.

RHINO's Puerto Rico Trip

RHINO’s 10th “Rebuilding Hope Mission Trip” took participants to San Juan,
Puerto Rico, where we partnered with
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
From November 11-17, members of
SCAPC and the surrounding community
assisted with rebuilding efforts following Hurricanes Irma and Maria. Our
group stayed and served with La Casona
de Monteflores, an outreach ministry
of Iglesia Presbiteriana Rvdo, Ramón
Olivo Robles.

When we arrived at La Casona, we
were greeted by the pastor
and members of the
church, along with
our contact for the
week, Sofia Lanzot.
La Casona organized
members of the
church to cook dinners for us each night
of the week, including
many traditional Puerto Rican stews and
meals. They also provided two informative, nighttime programs to teach us
about the history of Puerto Rico, their
current struggles as a territory, and
some insight into the experiences of the
locals.
We worked Monday through Friday
with two local churches, helping them
to repair their respective buildings. It
was explained to us that in the days,
weeks, and months following the
Hurricane, it wasn’t the first responders who helped feed and house people,
but it was the local churches that acted
as a staging ground for supply distribution. These churches put the immediate
needs of the people ahead of repairing
their facilities. The first day we worked
with Iglesia Cristiana Discípulos de
Cristo en Monte Verde, assisting with a
termite infestation within the church.
The remaining four days, we worked
with Iglesia Presbuteriana en Puerto
Nuevo alongside Pastor Richard Banuchi. They had sustained roof damage
during the Hurricane, resulting in water damage to many ceiling tiles. It was
explained to us that the damage to the
second floor of the building was so overwhelming, that it hadn’t been touched.
Even on the first floor of the building, we
saw many ceiling tiles that were moldy
and in need of replacement. By the end of the
week, we were able to
remove all of the ceiling tiles and clear out
everything from the
second floor. New ceiling tiles were installed
on the first and second
floors. In addition, we repainted
a room that the church plans to use as
a technology room for the community.
-Tim Shipkin, RHINO Program Director
WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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ADVENT REFLECTIONS
“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world and watch
with expectant hope for his coming again. The four weeks of Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and
personal examination, as the church prepares to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return.

First Sunday of Advent: December 2
From Julie Nice
Isaiah 2:1-5 / Psalm 122 / Romans 13:11-14 / Matt 24:36-44
For me, Advent is a season of opposites. The nights are
getting longer, but we are focused on light, following the star
of Bethlehem all the way to Epiphany. Can you imagine a more
dramatic set of opposites than a tiny newborn compared to a
king leading the world toward a New Jerusalem?
Opposites are evident even in our church’s music program,
from a large, celebratory orchestra service to a tender Christmas
Eve service with a solo flute and a candle-lit sanctuary.
The passage from Isaiah promises us that swords will
be beaten into plowshares and pruning hooks created from
spears. Instead of our lives being dedicated to fighting wars,
in this bright future we will use our energies to support life
by growing food for all. With violence being part of the news
we get every day, replacing our weapons of war with tools for
sustaining life seems a far-off dream.
The holidays will have a special sadness this
year because my husband’s sister passed away
several months ago, making our celebration
bittersweet. At the same moment that we
anticipate joy commemorating the birth of Christ,
my family and many people I know will be thinking
about loved ones who are no longer with us and
will tend to feel remote from the communal
celebration of the holidays.
Yet I am reminded by Psalm 122, “’Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem! May they prosper who love you! Peace be within
your walls, and security within your towers!’ For my brethren
and companions’ sake I will say, ‘Peace be within you!’” I can
use the image of the Christ Child asleep in a manger to create
a peaceful feeling in the center of my being, despite facing
significant personal losses in the past several years and seeing
injustice, violence, and oppression in the world around me.
Could this be the peace of the Christ Child in my own life?
Lord of Light, may this Advent season ahead create a New
Jerusalem in my heart!

Second Sunday of Advent: December 9
From Cody Bennett
Isaiah 11:1-10 / Psalm 72:1-7 / Romans 15:4-13 / Matt 3:1-12
Patience is a virtue, as the saying goes, and what is patience
but the bearing of provocations and misfortunes and pain
that is sometimes undeserved? As Christians, as people of the
Advent, we are blessed with the “comfort of the Scriptures;”
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and yet today—perhaps more so than ever before—we find it
difficult to bear our burdens joyfully, to place our trust in God,
and to accept His will in our lives. Like the prophet Isaiah, we
believe in a future in which “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,” but increasingly
we demand from God that the vision be revealed on our terms
and in agreement with our wishes.
Do we possess as Christians in the 21st century enough
patience today to await the “full knowledge of the Lord,” or
have we overlooked the voice of he who cries in the wilderness
and beseeches us as John the Baptist did to wash ourselves in
the Jordan and to adhere to God’s plan?
Indeed, too often it seems we angle for some semblance
of control over our lives: we seek the certainty of habit and
complain of injustice and frustrate ourselves with petty cares
and with fears of the unknown. And yet, despite our doubts,
God’s inscrutable will remains: it cannot be contained, but shall
come down “like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that
water the earth.”
We should not be afraid: we are the people of
Advent, the children of God, and we must cling to the
Word of the Lord and assert our faith in the belief that
there shall be a “root of Jesse, and that He shall rise
to reign over the Gentiles,” and that “in him shall the
Gentiles trust.” Christ Jesus, the Redeemer, the Son of
God: the Savior arrives. He will lead us, if we but wait
patiently for Him during this Advent season and trust
in His Word, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand:
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all of my holy mountain,”
the prophet Isaiah says, “for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

Third Sunday of Advent: December 16
From Harriet Riley
Isaiah 35:1-10 / Psalms 146:5-10 / Luke 1:46b-55
We are waiting. In this Advent season, we are waiting for
the promises of the Old Testament to be fulfilled through
Jesus’s birth. In today’s reading in Isaiah 35, we see that the
crippled and blind will be healed (v. 5). In Psalm 146, we see
that the Lord “upholds the cause of the oppressed… and lifts
up those who are bowed down.” (v. 8) In Mary’s Song in Luke
1, she rejoices that God has remembered the lowly and lifted
up the humble while bringing rulers down from their thrones.
Jesus’s birth is all about the lowly being lifted up and the
powerful brought down.
These weeks leading up to Christmas are often a time
when we get distracted with the business of the season and

all our to-do lists. We tend forget about the message that comes
with our Saviour’s birth. This time of year, more than ever, we
need to remember that Jesus came in the most vulnerable state
as a helpless infant, born in a stable. This humble child born into
poverty brought glory and joy into this dark world. We need
to wait for his birth by noticing the vulnerable and poor and
humble among us. We need to remember that Jesus came to lift
up the humble and free those who are imprisoned.
This week as you go about your ordinary, perhaps lowly, duties
and your normal routine, try to notice the joy and the power in
those commonplace things. Look for the beauty in the ordinary.
As you walk through the park, notice the squirrels scampering
in the grass and the birds chirping up in the trees. As you laugh
with family and friends, really look into their eyes and soak in
their presence. As you walk into your office or drop your child at
school, look up at the sky and see how the clouds slowly move
above. There is beauty in the ordinary all around us. The third
Sunday in Advent we light the pink candle to signify joy. Let’s
remember to find joy as we anticipate His birth.
This Advent season, know that God’s son Jesus calls us to
remember the lowly and find solace in the humble. Let us joyfully
await the coming of our Lord this Christmas season. “Be strong,
do not fear: your God will come.” (Isaiah 35:4)

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 23
From Michael O'Keefe
Isa. 7:10–16 / Ps. 80:1–7, 17–19 / Rom. 1:1–7 /Matt. 1:18–25
It is Christmas time and near the end of the year. We search
for success, security, and satisfaction in the executive suite, the
courtroom and faculty honors. We are anxious. Will we close
the deal by year end? Will we meet our goal for billings? Will
the papers be graded? In the midst of it all, there are parties
to attend and parties to give. Will Amazon Prime deliver the
perfect present in time or are we too late?
Is this the end for which we were created?
Nearly 2,500 years ago, Israel cried out, “Restore us, O God,
let your face shine, that we may be saved.” (Psalm 80:3) The
prophet responded, “the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look,
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall
name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14.) 2,000 years ago, an angel
said to “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21)
The Apostle Paul brought to the Gentiles the gospel of God
concerning his Son, who was descended from David in the
flesh and was declared Son of God with power by resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through whom we have
received grace to bring faith amongst us all, who are called to
belong to Jesus Christ. Romans 1:3-6.
Lord Jesus Christ, you have assured us a place in your
Kingdom, where success, security and satisfaction are not
measured in capital but in compassion and service to others.

We will find true wealth in this kingdom through you, Jesus.
Help us to set aside the distractions of the season and instead as
you commanded at the last supper, “love one another as I have
loved you. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

CHRISTMAS EVE: December 24
From Mary Dawn Pugh
Isa. 9:2–7 Ps. 96 Titus 2:11–14 Luke 2:1–14 [15–20]
She walks in beauty, like the night
Of cloudless climes and starry skies...
I often think of this poem as I imagine
Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem.
Between the grand paintings from ages
past and the poetry of Luke itself, I catch
myself looking through rose-colored glasses
at the distant past.
“Don’t be afraid” is the most common command in the Bible. Great advice for the shepherds, but Mary
and Joseph probably needed to hear it more!
As beautiful as language or gilded-age art may render it, the
reality was quite different. A desperately poor man with his very
pregnant fiancé traveled by foot and by donkey over 90 miles
along the forested valley of the Jordan - where bears, lions, or
robbers could appear at any time - then over the hills around
Jerusalem, and finally to Bethlehem for the census. This particular trip was not only long, but also ended in an overcrowded
Bethlehem where no family and friends could host the motherto-be. She had her baby boy in the stable of a primitive inn.
I am quite sure fear was with her and Joseph as they welcomed Jesus.
Shepherds came quickly, then went to make “widely known”
what they saw. Everyone who learned the news “marveled” at
what they heard. Mary, however, “kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.”
This sentence makes me catch my breath. I imagine a mother, fiercely proud of her first born, yet terrified of the place she
finds herself as well as about what the future holds. The world,
the shepherds, the news: it swirls around her as she becomes
the loving mother of our Savior.
Did Mary remember this night in Bethlehem as she and
Joseph lost a teen-aged Jesus at the temple? When Jesus performed his first miracle? As the political and religious tides began to turn against Him? As she gazed on him one last time on
the cross?
Today, all kinds of news swirls around us, much of it hard
to read. We may feel like the ancients described in the book of
Isaiah, people who were “living in a land of great darkness.” Yet
if we, like Mary, ponder in our hearts all the joy, heartache, and
love of Jesus, we may seem to “walk in darkness” but we will, in
this miraculous season, see a great light.

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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ADVENT
During the season of Advent, the four Sundays leading
up to Christmas, Christians prepare for the coming of
Christ. Even as we make ready for the baby to be born
in Bethlehem, the themes and texts explored in worship
take us beyond the birth, and even beyond the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus, to a new moment of expectancy
centering on the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God.
During Advent, we are invited to look for God in the
ordinary, day-to-day experiences of our lives. In tiny ways,
we can open our wounded hearts to the healing grace of
God. This can most be felt by an overwhelming sense of
peace, God’s peace that passes understanding…peace for
these turbulent times.
Our worship services track along with the lectionary
passages, which include both Old Testament prophecy as
well as passages of preparation from the story of John the
Baptist. Families and individuals ceremoniously light the
Advent wreath, with a new candle each worship service.
And the hymns lean more toward “Advent hymns” than
Christmas carols, although the closer we get to Christmas,
the more carols we sing.

The Christian Year commences
BY DON FRAMPTON, SENIOR PASTOR

T

he “Christian Year,” that 12-month cycle the church observes and that we adhere to through the Common
Lectionary, may seem like it’s been around forever. But it wasn’t that long ago that Presbyterians didn’t use it
at all. In consideration that the Presbyterian Church in the United States is 375 years old, the few decades it has been
standard practice amount to only 15 percent of our history. I’m well aware that many of you, including myself, grew
up in churches that did not “follow” the Christian year or preach from the lectionary – Christmas and Easter being
the obvious exceptions.
When I started seminary in the 1970s, I, myself, was introduced to it and began to appreciate its purpose, how it
ensures a rhythmic regularity to worship, a consistency of themes and texts that both assures and challenges.
On the one hand, it is most assuring that each year during Advent we read “Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people,
sayeth the Lord,” reminding us that the birth of Christ is about God’s redemption of the world, that we are in God’s
good care and keeping no matter what. By the same token, however, how else would we know that Advent is also
about Christ’s tumultuous Second Coming except for lectionary texts like the troubling 13th chapter of Mark – the
“Little Apocalypse?” The lectionary includes all of scripture – the “good, bad and ugly” – not just the texts we like.
As all of scripture is God’s word, it’s good that the lectionary forces us to wrestle with tough passages, much like
Jacob wrestling with the angel at the River Jabbok (see Genesis 32). Who knows? Maybe, like Jacob, we will receive a
blessing as a result!
The View is arranged about the Christian year. This issue takes up the beginning of the year, and the seasons of
Advent, Epiphany, and Lent.
8
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EPIPHANY
The word “Epiphany” comes from the Greek,
epiphainein: “to reveal.” In a word, Epiphany, which
is actually a day and not a season, commemorates the
appearance or revelation of the Christ Child to the Wise
Men (Matthew 2:1-12). As the three visitors from the East
were non-Jewish, its significance lies in the disclosure of
God incarnate to the whole world. This year, Epiphany
actually falls on a Sunday, January 6, giving us a rare
homiletical opportunity.
LENT
Lent, the period from Ash Wednesday (which reminds
us that we were formed by God from “dust of the ground”
– Genesis 2:6) to Easter Sunday, is derived from the word
for “length” and “daily.” Indeed, it is a length of days, 40
to be exact, for self-reflection and penitence, a time to
acknowledge our sinfulness and need for God’s mercy. It
mirrors the forty days of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness,
which itself mirrored forty-day periods of trial experienced
by Noah, Moses, and Elijah. In the manner of Christ, we
are called to enter a period of self-examination, repentance,
prayer, fasting, and self-denial. Some people choose to
abstain from certain foods or drink in order to better focus
on their sin and the ways that they separate themselves from
God and one another. Lent is, by nature, a somber, solemn
period, but there is also great joy to be discovered in it. As
John the Baptist once said about Jesus, I must become less
so that he can become more. (John 3:30)

A CELEBRATION OF CAROLS
BY WENDI ADAMS, CHOIR MEMBER

O

n the first Wednesday after Labor Day, the choir room
is full of chattering, laughing choristers. The table is
stacked with new music for the fall, but the question on our
minds is: “what are we doing for Christmas?” Never mind
that summer still has us in its steamy, sweaty grip. Never
mind that we have 12 Sundays to prepare for before the
big event. The Celebration of Carols is the highlight of the
Christmas season for us, and we can’t wait to dive in. The
choice of music is up to Steven, and I will admit to being a
“doubting Thomas” on occasion, but somehow he manages
to coax us along until everyone is on-board and excited.
At 7 p.m., Steven steps to the piano, but the chattering
continues. “Oh for a choir that didn’t love each other quite
so much” is a cry often heard from FL (Fearless Leader).
A few crashing chords from the piano settle us down and
off we go. Sight-reading often leads to more laughter.
After a read-through Steven will often ask, “was anyone
maimed?” Working through the music is time consuming
and sometimes frustrating, and sometimes we worry we will
never get it right. But Steven manages to say just the right
thing to get the sound he wants. We scribble his suggestions
in our music, hoping to remember them on the big day.
We work our way through the fall, mixing in rehearsal
of our Christmas music with the choral music for regular
services. We are often reminded by FL not to “casually miss
rehearsals!” Finally the big Saturday rehearsal day arrives.
The LPO musicians who come to play with us are incredibly
talented! They arrive with instruments and play music they
have never seen before, and even the first run through is
beautiful! The acoustics in our sanctuary are among the best
in the city. We often use the “magic of the room” to smooth
out our rough edges. And the mid-rehearsal snacks are
always a big hit. Roney Morton’s brownies are the best!
On Sunday morning, we meet in the choir room and
once again the chattering is deafening! Here come those
crashing, clanging chords again to settle our nervousness.
No rehearsal this morning, just a warm up and pep talk.
“You know this music, now sing what you believe!” We take
our places and look out into the congregation, thrilled to see
all of you smiling in anticipation. With the opening notes of
the voluntary, it finally feels like Christmas in my heart.
Join Director Steven Blackmon, the Chancel Choir
and members of the LPO for the annual Celebration of
Carols on Sunday, December 16, during 10:30 worship.

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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Reclaiming Advent
December is filled with activity in our church and in our community. We anticipate these events with joy
but pause to reflect on how we can be good stewards‒of our time and our financial resources‒in this
season. Ideas for Reclaiming Advent and Christmas is a guide from the PC(USA) that helps re-orient this
season toward a life-giving, simple and Christ-centered holiday.

2

GREENERY AS LIFE, CREATION, RENEWAL
FROM "IDEAS FOR RECLAIMING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS"

We celebrate the birth of our Savior during Christmas. With
the onset of winter, there are fewer signs of life, which can
make it difficult to celebrate birth and renewal. The church has
traditionally remembered Christ’s birth through the introduction
of signs of life during the season of Advent:
Advent Wreaths: Rather than purchasing a fresh Advent wreath,
you can make one. The lower branches of a Christmas tree that
were cut to fit it into a stand make excellent wreath material.
“O Christmas Tree”: While there may not be a Biblical basis for
having a Christmas tree, bringing greens and signs of life into our
homes has become a standard part of Christmas tradition. If you
have an artificial tree, it is best to use it as long as you can. If you

3

1

LIVING IN THE SEASON
FROM "IDEAS FOR RECLAIMING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS"

Society places many expectations on us (and we place
expectations on ourselves) to create “the best Christmas” by
outdoing each other and what we did last year. Avoid running
ragged and becoming exhausted by deciding early in the season
what will be meaningful for you. Then be intentional about
choices throughout the season.
Be Intentional: If you feel called to celebrate differently this year,
talk with loved ones and explain why you have made the switch.
Be gentle in your explanations and invite others to journey with
you through the process. We need God and the people around
us to assist on the journey.
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Remember: Take time to remember loved ones who have
passed on. Recall stories to honor each one. If you have
experienced a recent loss, allow time to grieve and care for
yourself. The holidays are particularly difficult for those who are
mourning. Cherish the joys of life amidst the bustle
of the season. For resources visit
www.pcusa.org/nationalhealth/careteams/grief.htm.
Serve Someone: Volunteer at a local shelter, food bank,
community center or church. Other forms of service and
outreach you can embrace this Christmas include food
donations, meal delivery, and opening your home to newcomers.

purchase a live tree, visit a tree farm for a memorable
outing with family or friends.
Plant Indoors: Plant winter bulbs such as amaryllis for dramatic,
fragrant blooms. These plants are exciting for kids to watch
because they grow quickly. Decorate a living tree or large
houseplant inside your home instead of cutting down a tree.
Edible Decorations: Attract wildlife outside with edible
decorations. Coat pinecones with organic nut butter and roll
them in seeds. Make garlands out of air-popped corn or chunks
of stale bread. If a tree is close to a window in your home, keep
watch for visiting animals. Make it educational and try to identify
as many species as you can.

GIVING AND RECEIVING
FROM SARAH CHANCELLOR-WATSON, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Your dollar is powerful! Whenever you buy a product, you are
investing in the kind of world that you want to see now and for
the future.
Fair Trade is a model that ensures artisans and farmers are
paid fairly for their hard work. Fair trade seeks to give workers
access to distribution so that they may support themselves and
their families with dignity and, in turn, invest in and support their
local community’s economy.
By buying fair trade products, we can invest in the kind of
world where people of all walks of life, all over the world, are
treated with dignity and respect, and are able to earn fair wages.
This is the kind of world that we pray for and one that God calls
us to be active participants in!
Other great reasons to shop Fair Trade include:
1. Connect to our Global Sisters and Brothers
We connect to global brothers and sisters through our prayers
and cooperative mission work. Fair trade is also about making
connections - between small cooperatives of artisans, farmers
and workers to the global market economy. When you buy fair
trade goods you are making connections to farmers and artists
who have worked hard and put in much thought and intention
into the goods they sell.

2. Shop the Globe, Protect the Globe
With products from every continent and spanning the entire
globe, fair trade is the next best thing to traveling and picking
up that high quality and unique handcrafted item. And since
many fair trade products are made from recycled, upcycled,
or sustainable materials, your purchase will help support
sustainable environmental practices in agriculture and in the
production of other goods.
3. Be Unique!
Everyone has folks on their Christmas list who are just hard to
shop for! Fair trade items are unique products that you just
won’t find anywhere else. When you give someone a fair-trade
gift, you can share with them the meaningful story about the
people your gift is helping to support.
Some of my favorite Fair Trade vendors include:
•Ten Thousand Villages
•Partners for Just Trade (beautiful handmade gifts from Peru,
Haiti, and Cambodia)
•Equal Exchange Coop (for coffee, tea, chocolate, etc.)
•Fair Trade Winds

Download the entire guide, Ideas for Reclaiming Advent and Christmas, at:
www.presbyterianmission.org.
WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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INVESTING IN
WEST CARROLLTON
BY ROBERT EDGECOMBE

O

ne of the hallmarks of ministry at St. Charles
Avenue Presbyterian Church is the number of
efforts we sponsor, organize, and support outside our
walls. One such initiative is the Carrollton Camp
program, which since 2013 has provided an enriching
and engaging experience for hundreds of school-aged
children throughout New Orleans. As we mark the
fifth anniversary of Carrollton Camp this December,
we celebrate its purpose and impact, we support its
progress, and we continue to discern its future.
The origins of Carrollton Camp began at the Session
Retreat in January 2012, when Don Frampton shared
a two-fold ambition. First, he expressed his hope that
a new worshipping community could take root in
New Orleans, one in which the Reformed tradition
could uplift and connect the community in new and
innovative ways. Secondly, he challenged the church to
address the intractable and tragic epidemic of violence
by reaching children with a message of grace.
To help this ambition take shape, the Session
commissioned the West Carrollton Study Group,
a group of SCAPC members who learned about
outreach initiatives at Presbyterian churches
throughout the country, met with neighborhood
leaders and residents, and learned about a number of
remarkable faith-based programs already established
in New Orleans. We also recognized that SCAPC
had deep roots in the West Carrollton neighborhood,
having coordinated the construction of Ferry Place and
having helped establish the community garden (now
Okra Abbey) at James Weldon Johnson School.
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The West Carrollton
neighborhood is bounded
by Carrollton Ave, Leake
Ave, Monticello Ave, and
S.Claiborne/Fig Streets.

After more than a year
of discernment, the idea
of a camp serving the
young people of the
neighborhood emerged as
a first step toward Don’s
vision. The mission of the camp was, and continues
to be, “for children to spend time together in a safe,
nurturing, fun, and enriching environment… and to
afford children an opportunity to hear and learn, in
whatever way the camp can convey, a positive message
about God’s love, acceptance, and affirmation of
them.”
The first session of Carrollton Camp took place
over the Christmas break in December 2013 and
January 2014 under the leadership of SCAPC’s
own Emma Pegues, with approximately 30 campers
between the ages of five and ten. Subsequent sessions,
with steadily increasing attendance, were held each
Christmas and summer through January 2018, led
by Liz Frawley (2014-2015), and Sean Tate (20152018). The programs offered to campers have been
diverse and robust, including art, music, dance,
yoga, cooking, language arts, sports, swimming, and
others. Additionally, campers have taken field trips to
local landmarks and attractions and have had guest
speakers of local and cultural significance. The camp’s
programs have been led by educators and artists and
have been supported by a number of loyal and gracious
volunteers from SCAPC and local high schools.

Carrollton Camp, which
has provided an enriching
experience for hundreds of
school-aged children, is an
extension of SCAPC's roots in
the W. Carrollton neighborhood,
where we also coordinated the
construction of Ferry Place and
helped to establish a community
garden at J.W. Johnson School.
In the spring of 2018, the camp’s advisory board
took the opportunity to re-evaluate some important
aspects of the camp’s operations and future. We first
recognized that although the camp’s enrollment had
expanded and the scope of its activities had grown,
it had grown increasingly disconnected from our
congregation. We also acknowledged that while
many aspects of the camp were successful, it did not
necessarily reflect its original mission.
After some significant discussion, planning, and
searching, we are excited about the short-term
and long-term plans for Carrollton Camp. This
December, we will hold a six-day session under the
leadership of De’Borah (De) Wells, a local culinary
educator, and we will look forward to resuming our
summer sessions in 2019. We are also working to
realize the long-term vision on which the camp was
founded, and are hopeful that through partnership
and opportunity, it will serve as a foundation for a
new church community in New Orleans.
There are at least two ways you can join us in these
efforts. You can serve as a volunteer during the camp
session or donate supplies, food, and other resources;
information about these opportunities will be
forthcoming as camp approaches. Secondly, you can
join the advisory board to share your perspective and
expertise. Carrollton Camp is a dynamic and exciting
part of our church, and as we plan for and shape its
future, we believe its best days are ahead.

Campers draw, play, and create at the 2017 summer session of
Carrollton Camp held at the Lyons Recreation Center.

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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A journal from Cuba:

Disconnecting from distraction
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As of November 15, 2018

BIRTHS

BAPTISMS

Minor Maxwell McPherson Strachan (August 6, 2018)
son of Meredith Maxwell & Minor Strachan

Laurel Evelyn Rowland
daughter of Caitlin & Andrew Rowland

Grace Kathryn Smith (August 13, 2018)
daughter of Kathryn & Clay Smith

BY EMILY SMITH
When I made the decision to travel to Cuba with the
church, I wasn’t quite sure what I was getting myself into.
Of course, I knew I’d be escaping the commercialized
world I know in exchange for vintage cars and fast-food
free dining options, but as far as the mission itself, I was
completely unaware of the impact it would have on me.
We arrived on Tuesday tired from our travels and unpacked and organized all of the goods we brought down
with us, including vitamins and children’s Tylenol, a meat
grinder, Presbyterian Women Bible study guides in Spanish, games and crafts for children, and a portable communion set for those who are too sick to attend church regularly. After a delicious, home-cooked meal of pork, rice
and beans, yucca, and avocado (the best I’ve ever had), we
retired to our rooms to rest.
Our sister church of El Fuerte, in Cárdenas, was the
main focus of the trip, providing them with necessary supplies and the installation of a small solar panel as a pack
up means of power for their Living Waters for the World
water filtration system that had formerly been installed
by SCAPC. We spent a lot of time here and each time we
arrived, we were greeted with big smiles, kisses, and hugs
that can only be described as sincere. Our presence was
always known and celebrated. I watched the gardeners
face light up when we handed him a packet of seeds for
various vegetables and fruit (carrots, watermelon, cantaloupe, cucumber, etc.), and then he immediately went to
work planting them. Later, we visited the home of Pedro,
a member of El Fuerte who has a large tumor on his brain
and is unable to attend church due to his condition. The
El Fuerte ladies sang a few songs for him and then he
asked if he could sing us a song that he wrote for Jesus,
claiming it to be his “favorite song he’s ever written.” I
had tears in my eyes as this very sick man was finding the
strength to share his song with us. Even though I couldn’t
understand what he was singing, it was such a beautiful
and touching moment that really made an impact on me.
Throughout the trip we were welcomed into people’s
homes to attend Bible studies and sing songs together, offer personal prayer requests, and listen to accounts of how
the power of prayer has helped those around us. A cup of

MILESTONES

Miles Henry Elkins
son of Caitlyn & Geoffrey Elkins

Miriam Louise Siegel (October 4, 2018)
daughter of Kyle Louisa & Eric Siegel

The Cuba Mission Team: (left to right): Corey Woolsey, John Wade, Laura St.
Clair, Doug St. Clair, Dorothy Burns, Emily Smith, Remy Bajeux

Cuban coffee or homemade dessert was always offered,
making us feel like our presence was anticipated and appreciated. Children were quick to offer a hand to hold and
shower us with smiles.
El Fuerte celebrated their 1 millionth gallon of water in
January, and SCAPC members wrote messages of congratulations, which we hung up for all of them to see. Many
members of the congregation came and read the messages
and were excited to recognize the names of those who
have visited Cuba before. Despite the fact that a majority
of them cannot read English, they were still extremely engaged with the messages from our congregation. We listened to many accounts of health improvements after the
Living Water for the World system was introduced to the
church and the community. Dorothy and I even had the
pleasure of working the water system at Juan G. Hall, filling individual water jugs that people brought with them.
This was another touching moment for me; seeing the line
of people outside, waiting for clean water. We worshiped
at Juan G. Hall as well, and celebrated as Laura and Pastor
Alison signed a Living Waters for the World covenant.
The biggest takeaway from the trip for me was being
able to disconnect from my life in New Orleans and be
completely present with where I was and what I was doing. We have so many distractions here, especially with
our devices that keep our jobs and to-do lists right at our
fingertips. It can be really hard to focus on others when
we’re always so focused on ourselves. In Cuba, this was
not a problem. There is less distraction from the everyday
foolishness and more concentration on what is truly important in life: community, friendship, family, and faith.
I went into this trip not knowing what to expect, but
am so grateful for the perspective I have gained.

Send your milestones to Membership
Coordinator Camille Zander:
camille@scapc.org.

Romeo Miloro Newcomer
son of Elizabeth & Michael Newcomer

NEW MEMBERS

DEATHS

Cody & Jenny Bennett
Ben Cook
Kathy Dickey
Melissa McDonald
Harriet Riley
Jared & Skye Spencer
Margaret Wilbourne

Samuel Gore, Jr.
William "Mente" Benjamin
Sarita Schubert
Frances Hinrichs

Jared Bennett Spencer
son of Skye & Jared Spencer
Parke Henry Clement
son of Elizabeth & Stephen Clement
Stephen Hunt Clement
son of Elizabeth & Stephen Clement
Beau Everett Thornton
son of Kristen & Dan Thornton

STEWARDSHIP 2019
FROM PARKE ELLIS, STEWARDSHIP CHAIR

A

s we head toward the end of the year, we begin the
process of winding down the 2019 Stewardship
campaign. To date we have received approximately
two-thirds of the pledges that we received last year,
about normal for this time of year. We have passed the
$1,000,000 mark.
The money received front the Annual Stewardship
campaign is so vital to the operations and mission of
SCAPC. Not only does it fund the operational costs of
the church—utilities, maintenance, insurance, etc.—but
also the salaries of the great staff who oversee the expansive
mission of the Church. It is that benevolence side that we
constantly strive to enrich and broaden.
I am humbled by the generosity of our congregation.

Many of you heeded the plea of a “10% increase.”
Hopefully when all the pledges are in, we will find ourselves
able to meet even more of
those programs that help
people in need in so many
ways.
To those who have already
pledged, thank you for heeding
the call to give. We look
forward to rounding out the pledges in the upcoming weeks
as we wrap up a most successful Stewardship campaign. For
those who are still considering their pledge for 2019, we
hope that you will join in the joy of giving.

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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Advent&Christmas

Calendar

Dec. 2: 1st Sunday in Advent, 8:30/10:30 worship
Dec. 9: 2nd Sunday in Advent, 8:30 worship/10:30 worship (White Gift)
Dec. 16: 3rd Sunday in Advent, 8:30 worship/10:30 Music Program
Dec. 23: 4th Sunday in Advent, 8:30/10:30 Worship Services
Dec. 24: Family Service, 4:00pm / Lessons & Carols Service, 7:00pm

