view

S T. C H A R L E S AV E N U E P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U RC H

2017
PENTECOST

Pentecost

When the Holy Spirit descended
on followers of Jesus, it was as if tongues of fire
were upon them, and they were speaking in
languages from all over the empire.
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Dear Church family,
This issue of The View marks the beginning of the Pentecost season. On Pentecost
Sunday, June 4, we will celebrate the birthday of the Church as well as the gift
of the Holy Spirit. June 4 also marks the beginning of our summer Sunday
worship series, where we move to one service in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m.,
and most of our small groups and Sunday School classes will take a hiatus for
the summer. Now... just because the pace of activity slows during the summer
doesn’t mean that the Holy Spirit isn’t still stirring and calling us to join
together in worship, service, and study.
In the midst of vacations, camps, out of town visitors, and the sweltering
humidity, I invite each of you to find your center here at St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church, in worship, in Christian community, and in service. Here
are a few ways you can do just that:
•

Come to worship! I promise that we’ll keep things a little shorter and a little more casual than usual,
while still providing a meaningful worship experience for you and your family to praise and give
thanks to God.

•

Take advantage of the several opportunities to connect to the on-going ministries of SCAPC:
Vacation Bible School and Children’s worship activity time, Carrollton Camp, and Camp RHINO
are all looking for volunteers and helpers in various ways. Keep a lookout in the weekly E-News
and the bulletin for information regarding these and other activities going on in and outside of the
church.

•

Pray for one another and our community. Remember those who may be traveling, those who are
dealing with loss and grief, those who are celebrating, those who are lonely, and those who are
grateful, in your prayers throughout the summer. Prayer is an easy way to connect to your church
family, even when you are far away.
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Finally, remember that we, the pastors and staff at SCAPC, are also here for you this summer. Yes, we, like
many of you, may take a little bit of time for rest and relaxation, but we will still be around. Please don’t
hesitate to contact one of the pastors or the church office if a need arises for you or your family: births, deaths,
illnesses, hospitalizations, or just a need to chat, we want to hear about it!
Summer can be a great opportunity for us to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Is the Spirit
urging you to take a break, to rest and find rejuvenation in holy Sabbath? Is the Spirit calling you to commit
(or recommit) yourself to a spiritual practice, to the study of scripture, or to a ministry of the church? This
summer, as the warm breezes blow about on lazy afternoons and cool evenings, pay attention to the Holy
Spirit’s stirring within your heart, and remember that SCAPC is here to help anchor your soul.

In Christ,

P resbyterian C hurch

On the Cover:
Pentecost begins Sunday, June 4, and marks the birth of the Church,
our common faith, and our commitment to living out our faith
together. Read on pages 8-9.

1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118
www.scapc.org
(504) 897-0101

Sarah Chancellor-Watson
Associate Pastor for Mission

Read more about the
Pentecost: Our Most
Unusual Holiday in Tom
Paine's feature article on
pages 8-9.
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News IN BRIEF
A Different Cuba: John Hope
offers his perspective
Castro. Cigars. Classic Cars.
Guantanamo. Bay of Pigs. Rum. These
were the first words and images that
populated my mind when I thought of
Cuba. Not any longer. After participating
on the most recent SCAPC sponsored
mission trip to Cuba, my mind is filled
with a new set of words and concepts,
all of them based on the exceptional
strength and warmth of
the people. Friendship.
Hope. Community.
Faith. Life.
I wasn’t sure
what to expect on
the mission trip. What
was it going to be like?
What was the mission? How
would people greet us? Those questions
were quickly put to rest on the first day
of our trip, when we were greeted with
open arms, literally, by the members
of El Fuerte Presbyterian Church in
Cardenas. The barriers I assumed
would exist never materialized. What
should have been a week with strangers
turned out to be a week with friends.
And the mission? The mission became
overwhelmingly transparent after these
“strangers” welcomed us into their
church, their homes, and their lives.
What a great lesson on life.
As I quickly learned, St. Charley’s
(as we are affectionately called in
Cuba) has played an integral role in the
growth of El Fuerte. The Living Waters
system, installed and maintained with
the help of SCAPC, provides vital, clean
water to not only the members of El
Fuerte, but also to the community as a
whole (one man rides his bike 10 miles
each way to fill a few jugs of water).
We were fortunate to participate in
the dedication of the new, outdoor
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kitchen at El Fuerte
(which included the
presentation of
SCAPC aprons thanks
to the generosity
of Presbyterian
Women), the most
recent gift from St.
Charley’s. The importance of the kitchen
cannot be understated—it is the central
meeting place at El Fuerte. At any given
time on any given day, five or ten people
may be sorting rice, preparing fruit, or
spontaneously breaking out in song.
Despite that Cuba is slowly
opening itself to the outside world, it
remains a country of contradictions
and need. While there is poverty,
authoritarian government, and limited
resources, there is also an abundance of
joy, hope, and faith. I encourage anyone
interested to participate in the next
mission trip to Cuba. I promise you will
receive as much as you give. -John Hope

Camp RHINO will host 230+
youth from around the
country this summer
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans
(RHINO) will host 230+ youth and
chaperones over six
weeks in June and
July. Groups will
come from Lakeside
Presbyterian
(Lakeside Park,
KY); 4th Presbyterian
(Greenville, SC); First
Presbyterian (Raleigh,
NC); First Presbyterian (Salida, CO);
Bethlehem Lutheran (St. Charles, IL);
First Presbyterian (Haddonfield, NJ);
United Presbyterian Church (Laramie,
WY); First Presbyterian (Lee’s Summit,
MO); First Presbyterian (Wahoo, NE);
and First Central Presbyterian (Abilene,

TX). Youth will stay at Loyola University
dorms and have meals in Frampton
Fellowship Hall. On Thursday evenings,
SCAPC members will host youth and
chaperones in their homes for a true
local dinner experience!
Youth will work with Rebuilding
Together, SBP, and Habitat for Humanity
building affordable homes in New
Orleans. Some youth will also volunteer
with Camp Carrollton. In the evenings,
RHINO will lead a worship program to
help campers learn about social justice
in New Orleans and the importance of
showing God’s love through service.
Camp RHINO aims to help youth learn
the value of life-long service both in
NOLA and in their hometowns.

God's Amazing Kids:
Children will explore stories
of youth in the Bible on
Summer Sundays

Starting on June 4, we offer one
unified worship service for the summer
at 9:30 a.m. During that service,
our children’s program will be God’s
Amazing Kids. In it, we will explore Old
and New Testament stories of children
and youth, from Moses’ sister Miriam,
to shepherd boy David, to 12-yearold Jesus and then Timothy, who
learned his faith from his mother and
grandmother. Everyone is encouraged
to assist by volunteering in either
the nursery room or the children’s
lessons. Contact Michele Murphy at
michele@scapc.org to sign up!

Carrollton Camp announces
new partnership with NORDC
As Carrollton Christmas Camp came
to a close in December, an opportunity
arose to partner with the New Orleans
Recreation Development Commission
(NORDC) for the summer. Through

their summer camp program, NORDC
partners with established
community organizations
and camps to provide
summer programming
for New Orleans
youth. Through this
new partnership,
Carrollton Camp will
grow from two weeks to eight
weeks, from 35 campers to just under
100, from a handful of special activities
to eight different field trips and weekly
swim days, and from sharing a school
space to facilitating our program at a
NORDC recreation center (Lyons Center).
While Carrollton Camp may see
a few changes and some growth, its
essence will remain the same program
that has served youth for three previous
summers. Returning will be the bulk of
familiar staff, programs, and youth!
An exciting enrichment experience,
Carrollton Summer Camp 2017’s daily
activities will include: art, yoga, sports,
creative writing, cooking and more! This
summer will also feature special activities, such as: martial arts, golf, Capoeira,
science experiments, and weekly swimming days! Scheduled field trips will allow
campers to visit the Audubon Zoo, Aquarium of the Americas, Sector 6, Laser Tag
and Games, Preservation Hall, and more.
But the real star of the show, and
the connection to familiar Carrollton
Camp programming curriculum, will see
an Arcade theme mixed with a bit of
international flair.
Campers will take
an interactive
adventure across
the globe as they
chase down the
one and only Carmen Sandiego! Our
campers will follow closely behind her
with the help of Pokémon, Mario, and

other classic video game characters, and
will learn about the locales and cultures
along the way.
Power with us this summer for
Global Arcade Adventures! To volunteer, contact Director Sean Tate at
state716@gmail.com or (504) 615-4971.
Where: Lyons Recreation Center (624
Louisiana Ave.)
When: June 5- August 4 (closed the
week of July 4)
Camp hours: Monday-Friday, 9a-3p

Sabbaticals offer ministry
staff a season to rest and
reflect

SCAPC grants sabbaticals to program
staff at the conclusion of seven years of
service. The sabbatical’s main purpose is
to provide a time of rest and restoration
for the future.
Andy Fox, Director of Youth and Young
Adults, is currently on sabbatical until
the latter part of June, using his time
to improve personal health rhythms
and key relationships and reflect on his
ministry. Youth Intern Caitlin Vanderwolf
is stepping in for him while he’s away.
Don Frampton, Senior Pastor, will be on
sabbatical in July and August. He plans
to catch up on readings in theology and
church; read, reflect, pray and worship;
and rest and restore. Sarah ChancellorWatson and Tom Paine are doubling up
with pastoral responsibilities while he’s
away.

Church Designer Magazine
features SCAPC's
Renovations

The May issue of Church Designer
Magazine featured a laudatory article on
our recent renovation project, including
the chapel, columbarium, library, and

Frampton Fellowship Hall. The focus of
the article was on our architects, Lee
Ledbetter and Associates, and the role
they played in helping us conceive, plan,
design, and build these attractive spaces.
It explains more about the creative collaboration between our renovation committee and the architects that drove renovation decisions and the effort
to preserve the church’s historical integrity. Although
it has been more than five
years since we dedicated
the new facilities, they
provide a timeless sense of
architectural continuity that
reflects the efforts by so many
people to make the renovation a remarkable success. You may view the article
and accompanying photographs online
at: www.designerpub.com/projects/neworleans-renovation-includes-spaces-forcontemplation.

RHINO hires Caitlin Truitt as
Associate Director

Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans
(RHINO) hired Caitlin Truitt as its new
Associate Director. Caitlin came to New
Orleans from Lexington, KY, in 2009. She
is a Tulane University graduate. Before
RHINO, Caitlin worked with Louisiana
Public Health Institute and Metairie
Sanctuary on the Lake, an environmental
conservation non-profit. Caitlin will help
direct Camp RHINO, a six-week summer
program with 230+ participants from
around the country.
Caitlin is also
an artist, and she
showed two
pieces in the
recent Spring
Arts Spectacle at
SCAPC.
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Book REVIEWS
From Stephanie November

From Ethan Rault

From Bonnie Shoemaker

From Steven Blackmon

Excellent Sheep, The Miseducation of
the American Elite and the way to a
Meaningful Life by William Deresiewicz

Bourbon Street: A History by Richard
Campanella

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption
by Bryan Stevenson

Calculating God by Robert J. Sawyer

Author William Deresiewicz takes aim
at parents, schools, and students in his
book. He is especially critical of Ivy League
schools and believes Ivy League students
are like sheep “heading meekly in the same
direction” with too much emphasis on

material success.
Deresiewicz received a PhD from Columbia and served on
the faculty of Yale and Columbia, so he certainly has expertise.
He pushes against the idea that high school students should have
vocational goals before getting to college. For Deresiewicz, a liberal
arts education is the foundation of a meaningful life. College
should be a time for “addressing the important questions of life.”
He rejects the idea that students and parents should expect a
“return on investment” from college.
I admire the goals of a liberal arts education and agree that
a meaningful life is not found in material success. But since this
book was published in 2014, college tuition increases 13 percent
every five years, and a majority of students at liberal arts colleges
are flocking to economics and business majors. This would indicate
Deresiewicz’s “way to a meaningful life” has not yet taken hold.
From Sarah Chancellor-Watson
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Required reading for many of us, this novel
describes a dystopian future where the U.S.
has become a totalitarian regime that forces
fertile women to bear the children of powerful
Commanders and their wives. This novel,
among others, is one I didn’t fully understand
in high school. Reading it as an adult it is almost like reading
it for the first time, as the struggles of the characters have new
meaning.
Like all great dystopian novels, The Handmaid’s Tale, brings
narrative to a cautionary message about extreme ideologies. In a
recent interview with Sojourner’s Magazine, Atwood discussed the
theocratic regime depicted in her book. “I don’t consider these
people to be Christians because they do not have at the core of
their behavior and ideologies what I, in my feeble Canadian way,
would consider to be the core of Christianity… and that would
be not only ‘love your neighbors’ but ‘love your enemies.’ That
would also be ‘I was sick and you visited me not’ and such and
such … But they don’t do that either. Neither do a lot of the
people who fly under the Christian flag today."
In recent months Atwood’s novel has been adapted for TV on
Hulu, as her words find new relevance in today’s divisive political
environment. Her words are worth pondering as we discern how
to be faithful Christians in our place in history.
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This book offers fascinating insights into
the evolution of New Orleans’ most famous
street over its nearly three-century existence,
detailing Louisiana’s early history after
European settlement, how the site for New
Orleans was chosen, and Adrien de Pauger’s efforts to lay out the
original city (today’s French Quarter).
Campanella describes how Bourbon formed as the street for
the middle class. The city’s elite lived on Chartres and Royal to be
close to the economic hub of the Mississippi River, but not so close
as Decatur and the smells and noises emanating from the port.
Most poorer whites and free people of color lived on Dauphine and
Burgundy, near the swamp. Campanella tracks Bourbon’s colonial
beginnings to its rise as one of the most famous streets in the world,
followed by years of decline and eventual stabilization. He expertly
weaves the stories of Quarter dwellers, businessmen, and politicians
to make history come alive and keep the reader turning the page.
CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW
From Genny Hagler
The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown
NYT bestselling author of classics
Goodnight Moon and Runaway Bunny, Brown
asks her curious readers in The Important Book
to think deeply and clearly about everyday
things like why daisies are white, rain is wet, or
a spoon is used for eating.
To write effectively, children must be able to generate, organize,
and communicate ideas. Planning, thinking, and organizing are
necessary to effective writing, but also important in many other
aspects of life. The Important Book helps to organize thoughts,
models descriptive words and phrases, and can help to teach
beginning writing. This book provides a simple topic (spoon, daisy,
rain, grass, snow, apple, wind, sky, shoes, you), introduces it, gives
several descriptive words, and then restates the introduction as a
conclusion. It would be a helpful book to use to practice writing,
encourage conversation with a young child, or even as a game to
play on long trips.
Here’s a fun example: The important thing about St. Charles Ave.
Presbyterian Church is that it is a community. It is full of followers of
Christ serving New Orleans and the world. It exudes love, welcome,
and joy. But the important thing about St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian
Church is that it is a community.
The Important Book can rekindle our sense of wonder about
the simple things in the world around us. Remembering what is
important about familiar things helps us to have more appreciation
for them.

Walter McMillian had a pulpwood business
in Monroe County, Alabama. As a black man,
he was respected by his clients, both black and
white, for his honest dealings and hard work.
That is, until his affair with a married white
woman was made public. The affair brought
anger and animosity from the community. After the gruesome
murder of another young white woman, Walter, seen as a suspect,
was drawn into a battle he never saw coming. Bryan Stevenson
tells of Walter’s long and arduous journey through the legal system
in Alabama, which in the 1980s was oppressive at best. The book
examines the history of racial disparity in the legal system and the
mass incarceration of black men, especially in the rural South.
Stevenson, a black man from Rhode Island, began his legal
career in Atlanta with Southern Prisoners Defense Committee
representing death row inmates – most of whom were incarcerated
due to police misconduct. While his Harvard education provided
him with the best foundation for a young attorney, it did
not prepare him for the harsh, daily realities of the poor and
condemned. His experience with the Atlanta Police and SWAT
team in front of his own home provided a small taste of police
brutality and bigotry that his clients dealt with every day.
Stevenson uncovers inequality throughout the justice system,
demonstrates his passion for the unjustly condemned, and does
not judge those he represents. His tireless work is inspiring –
Stevenson never gives up on the clients or their families.
From Bob Smith
We Do Our Part: Toward a Fairer and
More Equal America by Charles Peters
Christians are compelled to take care of
the poor, marginalized, orphans, and widows
by sharing from the abundance God has given
us. Growing up in the '50s and '60s, I saw that
spirit in the nine WWII veterans and others in
my family who worked to do their part on the home front. They
were the “Greatest Generation.” Author Charles Peters discusses
this spirit of sharing the national human burden in: We Do Our
Part: Toward a Fairer and More Equal America.
“Those who came before us managed to make the world better
not because they were superhuman. They were like us – subject to
appetite and ambition, jealousy and pride – and yet fought through
the shadows of selfishness toward the light. And if they could do
so, then we can too.” Peters gives us ideas to keep the good we have
attained during life’s journey while recapturing the good that we
have lost. Behind the “We Do Our Part” spirit was a dominant
American quality displayed during that period: generosity. Further,
he talks of that generosity versus the greed of Wallstreet’s Gordon
Gekko and the “me generation.” So many people in the world
suffer from poverty, hunger, and sickness that we must listen to
Peter's words to help “the least of these” (Matt 25:40).

C

anadian author Robert J. Sawyer is the
writer of unusually thoughtful science
fiction. His most recent novel, Calculating God,
begins with the landing of a space ship on the
grounds of the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto.
A spiderlike alien (named Hollus) appears and asks to meet
with the head of the museum’s department of paleontology.
During the meeting, the subject of the existence of God
comes up and department head Tom Jericho, surprised at
the course of the conversation, declares that he doesn’t
believe in God. The alien then asks if there is someone
‘higher up’ that she could speak with.
As matters proceed, we learn that
Hollus has come to Earth to compare
historical notes on five great extinction
events that have occurred over the
eons. As it turns out, Hollus’ own
planet has endured precisely the same
number of such events at virtually
the same times, leading our two
protagonists into ever deepening
discussions about what Hollus
maintains are the plans of an obviously involved higher
power as it goes about the business of creating sparks of
evolution-driving moments in the development of these two
separate civilizations. Sawyer paints a compelling picture
for the creation of the universe, the conditions allowing for
its very existence based on such an infinitely narrow set of
improbable circumstances as to negate even the possibility
that God was not involved in its design and ultimate
implementation.
Character development is rich and satisfying, and Jericho
is beset with certain personal issues that serve to give him
a huge stake in learning whether or not the aliens’ claims
are true. Other suspenseful elements provide tension that
drive the story along in our heroes’ efforts to learn the truth
about the creation of the universe.
Whether you’re a sci-fi fan or not, you’ll find this to be a
compelling read and full of thought-provoking ideas.
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these walks are like our parades and contain brass bands
and choirs; girls attending are dressed in white or in
white and red. In Finland, virtually everyone knows the
saying, “If one has no sweetheart until Pentecost, he/
she will not have one during the whole summer.” In Port
Vila, the capital of Vanuatu in the south Pacific, people
originating from Pentecost Island usually celebrate their
island’s name-day with a special church service followed
by cultural events, such as dancing.
Pentecost may seem more important to different branches
of the Christian tree than it is to us, but maybe we’re
missing out on something important by not uplifting its
significance.

PENTECOST
OUR MOST UNUSUAL HOLIDAY
BY TOM PAINE, PARISH ASSOCIATE FOR PASTORAL CARE

P

entecost doesn’t rank high on many people’s list of holidays. Secular holidays–Thanksgiving, the
Fourth of July, and Halloween–likely involve more planning and thought for us than Pentecost.

What are your Pentecost traditions? This may seem like an unusual question. To answer, we might list some church
traditions, like changing the sanctuary colors to red, hearing a sermon from the second chapter of Acts, and perhaps, singing
specific hymns. Quick: Name a Pentecost hymn!
Churches around the world celebrate Pentecost in different ways. In Italy, it is customary to scatter rose petals from the
ceiling of the churches to recall the miracle of the fiery tongues. In France, it is customary to blow trumpets during worship,
to recall the sound of the mighty wind, which accompanied the descent of the Holy Spirit. In the northwest of England,
Anglicans and Methodists participate in whit (white) walks just after Whitsun, an old English name for Pentecost. Typically,
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Pentecost is based upon that moment, soon after Christ’s
ascension, when the Holy Spirit descended upon
the Apostles and other followers of Jesus. Jews from
throughout the Roman Empire were in Jerusalem to
celebrate Shavuot. This Feast of Weeks was a prominent
Jewish holiday that marked the giving of the Law to
Moses.
When the Holy Spirit came upon Christ’s followers, it
was as if tongues of fire were upon them, and soon they
were speaking in languages from all over the empire.
Many visitors came to believe because of the miraculous
preaching and teaching, which all heard in their native
language. Hence, Pentecost is known as the “birthday of
the Church.”
The definition of church has radically changed since that
first Pentecost. They didn’t rush out from Pentecost and
pour the foundation for a new building. The birth of
the Church was about the birth of a common faith and
people committing to living out that faith – together.
The story of Pentecost is the opposite of the Tower of
Babel. There, through the confusion of language, people
who used to work together stopped communicating.
People who used to eat together no longer did. Neighbors
soon found themselves living in different places. Babel was
division. Pentecost was community: painful splitting vs.
healing; alienation vs. reconciliation; isolation vs. joy.
We don’t need to start a new Pentecost tradition. We
already have enough traditions for this and many other
holy days. Maybe, though, we could take the lessons of
Pentecost home with us. On that first Pentecost, it didn’t

The birth of the Church was
about the birth of a common
faith and people committing to
living out that faith – together.
matter if you were a Jew, Roman, Scythian, or Greek. You
heard the same message, and many came to believe in that
very hour. They were blessed, and they felt called to be a
blessing to many others.
What if we tried to re-enact a bit of this? What if we each
made it our goal to talk to new people or to people from
whom we are estranged? The goal of the conversation
is to share and to listen. Share about yourself and what
motivates you, then listen as a follower of Christ. This one
practice could bless you and change the world!
If you or a loved one would like to start a conversation
about healing, reconciliation, and joy, Don, Sarah, and
the rest of the staff are here to support you. May God’s
Holy Spirit move among us this Pentecost and well
beyond.

Readings for Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Numbers 11:24-30
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23
John 7:37-39

Prayer for Pentecost
Living God, you sent the Holy Spirit to breathe
life into your church. Let us no longer be
captives to fear, but messengers of your saving
love, so that all may be reconciled in you;
through Jesus Christ, our peace.
-from the PC(USA)'s Presbyterian Mission

WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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A brief history of

Nursery School
at SCAPC
BY GENNY HAGLER, LUNCH BUNCH COORDINATOR

with low-cost childcare, more free
time, opportunities to learn about child
development, a sense of community, and
of course, a way to be with their children
during the day without staying home.
During the '20s and ‘30s, college home
economics departments included nursery
schools to train future homemakers and
to serve as research centers. Early nursery
schools focused on the ‘whole’ child,
incorporating social, emotional, and
physical development, and paying less
attention to the intellectual and more
attention to free play and outside play.
Nursery schools today are less common
but reflect these principles. Children are
still seen as learning through interactions
with people and their environment.
Children are generally free to choose
activities and to engage in them for long
stretches of time. Classrooms provide
spaces for block construction, dramatic
play, arts and crafts, sand and water
tables, science centers, math centers,
and language centers. The teacher’s role
is to foster learning, support the child’s
emotional and social development, and
provide children with tools to explore
their environment.

Nursery Schools come to the United States
Caroline Pratt opened the first US nursery school in New York City in 1913. Others quickly followed, like the program at
Columbia University Teachers’ College and the Ruggles Street Nursery School and Training Center in Roxbury, MA, with an aim
to create an intellectually stimulating, child-centric environment and to involve parents.

Nursery School beginnings at St.
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church
Our nursery school at St. Charles Ave.
Presbyterian Church (SCAPC) began
in the early 1950s with a couple of
classes. As a mission of the church, the
Nursery School existed primarily for
church members and people living in the
neighborhood.

Parent-cooperative nursery schools were common, including one at the University of Chicago, which provided supervised
learning under guidance of a teacher. Parents were required to assist in the execution of the daily program. This provided families

In these early days, mothers worked
at the nursery school in a parent-

T

he concept of nursery school dates to the 1800s, started by social reformers in England who wished to help parents
learn how to interact positively with their children. The name “nursery school” was coined to demonstrate the
founders’ concern with nurture and learning. Early nursery schools focused on education through a child’s ‘sense of
wonder’ and believed teachers must know what engages children’s attention.

cooperative setting. The play yard was
on the roof, where the choir room
now exists. Around the 1970s, a crib
nursery existed on site but not as part
of the nursery school. Eventually classes
were held on the first floor of the Land
Building and in the church building.
Over the years, the program expanded
to include two- through five-year-old
children, either two, three, or five days
per week.
In the 1990s, the nursery school became
a state-licensed program and added
Lunch Bunch (an extended-day program
that still exists). Bonnie Hobden served
as director from 1987 to 2002. In
2001, the nursery school celebrated 50
years and built a new play yard. Keflyn
Fransen is the current director, and began
teaching at the nursery school in 2007;
she became the director the following
year. The nursery school at SCAPC has
always had a Board consisting of Session
representation, church members, and
parents. Over the years, the nursery
school has served between 75 and 100
children each year.
SCAPC Nursery School’s mission
The current mission aligns with the
founding nursery schools in this country
and states:
“At SCAPC Nursery School, we want
each child to value him or herself, learn
to play happily with other children, relate
well to teachers, and develop physical
and intellectual abilities at his or her
pace. Our main goals are to provide a
stimulating and nurturing environment
that fosters love of learning. We strive
to provide each child the proper tools/
skills that he or she will need to reach

their highest potential. Most importantly,
we hope each child learns of God’s love
and kindness through experiences at our
church nursery school.”
Children are exposed daily to language
arts, reading skills, fine motor
development, science, music, art, story/
calendar time, library, outdoor play and
gross motor development.

Get involved with the Nursery School
The Nursery School operates weekdays
from 9:00-11:45 a.m. Classes are offered
for two-, three-, and four-year-old
children. Classes maintain a teacher ratio
of approximately 6:1. Early morning care
is available, and Lunch Bunch occurs in
the afternoon. Summer camp is offered
in June, July and August.
In 2015, Session determined that
Nursery School will fall under the
Spiritual Formation Team. Church
members are encouraged to get
involved—whether participating in our
weekly Chapel services, communication
via social media, family involvement,
or fund-raising. Visit us to see how we
learn of God’s love and kindness through
meaningful, play-based experiences.

1800s

1913

1950s

1970s

1987

1990s

2001

2008

2015

Concept of
Nursery School
founded in
England.

First Nursery
School
established in
the U.S.

Nursery
School begins
at SCAPC.

Crib nursery is
added at SCAPC
(not part of NS).

Bonnie Hobden
served as
director until
2002.

SCAPC NS
becomes statelicensed and adds
Lunch Bunch.

50 years of
SCAPC NS!
New playground
built.

Keflyn Fransen
begins tenure
as NS Director.

NS moves under
guidance of
Spiritual Formation
team.
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To learn more about the program,
please contact Director Adelle
Bergman at: aden@scapc.org or
(504) 962-9027.

INTRODUCING

The Aden Program
A MEMORY CARE MINISTRY
BY ADELLE BERGMAN, ADEN PROGRAM DIRECTOR
t. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church is excited
to introduce the Aden Program, a ministry that
will offer a safe and caring environment for senior
adults experiencing memory issues while giving
their loved ones respite for a few hours a week.

S

volunteering their time, treasures, and talents to the Aden
Program. Whether it be a musical talent, a hobby that one
can teach, or a passion one can share like photography or
tap dancing, this ministry allows members to use what they
have to care for one another.

The focus of the Aden Program is to create a safe,
comfortable environment for people with mild-to-moderate
Alzheimer’s or dementia. There are 5.5 million Americans
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, and it’s safe to assume we all
know someone affected. It’s an isolating disease, where
those diagnosed often pull away from social settings due
to embarrassment and confusion. Recognizing these
difficulties, the Aden Program fosters a community of
fellowship for participants and creates a program that they
look forward to attending regularly.

Senior Pastor Don Frampton says he is grateful to Louellen
Berger for her advocacy and generosity to establish the Aden
Program at SCAPC.

The Aden Program also provides respite for caregivers,
meaning they can be comfortable knowing their loved
one is well-cared for in their stead. More than 15 million
family members and friends provide unpaid care for loved
ones with the disease, often leading to fatigue. The Aden
Program recognizes that as much as this program is for the
participant, it is also for the family who cares.
As a ministry of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church,
all church members have the opportunity to participate by
12
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"None of this would have been remotely possible without
Louellen Berger," Don says. "Many of you recall Louellen’s
parents, Ervin and Iona Mae Aden, longtime members of
Gentilly Presbyterian Church who joined SCAPC in 2010
when their beloved Gentilly shut its doors. Until their
deaths several years ago, the Adens were 'every Sunday
members,' here for everything. Mr. Aden, a heroic veteran of
D-Day and friend to many, was a charming and delightful
person who unfortunately suffered from Alzheimer’s the last
few years of his life."
Program Structure
The Aden Program is scheduled to begin in June 2017 and
will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10am - 2pm. It
will be located on the first floor of the Land Building at
1545 State Street. The program is staffed by Director Adelle
Bergman and two caregivers--volunteers who will add more
quality time.

A Tribute to the Adens

S

SCAPC's Land Building at 1545 State Street

More than 15 million family members
and friends provide unpaid care for
loved ones with the disease, often
leading to fatigue for them.
Upon arrival, participants will be able to enjoy coffee, and
lunch will be provided. Activities will include light exercise,
music, art, games, entertainment, etc. A typical day would
likely consist of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Participants arrive, enjoy coffee and a light snack
Discuss current topic
Chair exercises for movement
Activity (i.e. music, games, photography presentation)
Lunch
Short activity (i.e. word games, reminiscing)
Participants picked up

Meet the Aden Program Director
Adelle Bergman was recently hired as part-time director of the
Aden Program. She spent eight years with the St. Margaret’s organization in roles of increasing responsibility—eventually serving as Administrator at St. Margaret’s Nursing Home in 2011
and then at Belleville Assisted Living in Algiers Point in 2013.
Adelle left St. Margaret’s in 2015 to serve as Director of the
Crescent City Café, a ministry focused on the homeless, where
she is driving its expansion into a full-time program.
Adelle moved to New Orleans more than 10 years ago to assist with Hurricane Katrina relief efforts after graduating from
Westminster College. In her free time, she is an active member
of the Mid-City Rotary Club.

hortly after Katrina, my beloved father, Ervin
Aden, became a participant in the Jewish
Community Center’s memory care program. Although
my father (then 87) was still basically “with it,” he
frequently exhibited signs of memory loss, dementia,
distraction, and other elements of mental decline.
Dad looked forward to the Monday, Wednesday,
Friday program for mental and physical stimulation
as well as regular socialization. He felt a great pride
over his day’s activities and challenges and was proud
of his accomplishments. Dad was an eager and active
participant at this memory care program for almost a
decade, up until the day he died at 97.
I truly credit this memory care program for
extending, and improving, the quality of his life and
allowing him to
remain happily
living in his own
home.
Equally
important,
this memory
care program
afforded primary
caregivers a
much needed
and welcomed
respite from the
daily challenges
of handling the
Ervin and Iona Mae Aden
myriad of needs
of loved ones with
memory loss.
Our family feels blessed that a memory loss
program was available for my father. We are now
both humbled and exceedingly grateful SCAPC
has chosen to provide this critical ministry to our
congregation and community.
-Louellen Aden Berger
WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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MILESTONES
NEW MEMBERS
Ulf & Kate Andresen
Tom & Kirsten Hanrahan
Leslie James
D. Irwin & Kelley Mackenroth
Judy Villanyi
Jenny Baldwin
George Harley
Kees & Inge Van Noort
Jeff Amoss*
Tess Brewer*
Georgia Christie*
Caroline Cueria*
Tonner Dougherty*
Elizabeth Drennan*
Matthew Foss*
Yates Hoffman*

Aiden Morriss*
Emma Morton*
Morgan Nalty*
Ellie Plauche*
Stephanie Rehkopf*
Helen Young*
Marion & Lloyd Giardina
William Horvath
Claire Karas
Neal & Carol Meyer
Sheila Schwartzmann
Brian & Darlene Guillot

MARRIAGES
Katherine Kuhns & Drake McArthur
Martha Lane & Richard Friedman

*Indicates youth confirmand

As of May 14, 2017

BAPTISMS

GRADUATIONS

Zoe Grace Horvath
child of William & Meg Horvath
Caroline Hardie Edgecombe
child of Hardie & Lacy Edgecombe
William Gustave Fritchie
child of Gustave & Christina Fritchie

HIGH SCHOOL
Hughes Benjamin
Graduating from Deerfield Academy
Will attend University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Schaeffer Rees
Graduating from Isidore Newman
Will attend Texas A&M University Mays Business School.

BIRTHS

Graham Drennan
Graduating from Isidore Newman
Will attend the University of Southern
California, studying engineering.

Stephanie Rehkopf
Graduating from Isidore Newman
Will attend University of Virginia,
studying engineering.

Michael Favret
Graduating from Montana Academy
Will attend Sewanee - University of the
South.

Sawyer Roussell
Graduating from Isidore Newman
Will attend Auburn University,
studying engineering.

Casey Franklin
Graduating from Lusher
Will attend Fordham University.

Michael Slatten
Graduating from Isidore Newman
Will attend Tulane University

Zoe Grace Horvath (Sept. 6, 2016)
		 daughter of Meg & William Horvath
Elliot Fisher Carter (Sept. 29, 2016)
		 son of Kate & Bryan Carter
Ole Christian Andresen (Feb. 28, 2017)
		 son of Kate & Ulf Andresen
Edward Grant Cunningham (April 30, 2017)
		 son of Erika & Curtis Cunningham
Mary Eleanor Ziegler (May 2, 2017)
		 daughter of Wish & Richard Ziegler

COLLEGE
Claire Adams
Graduated from Rhodes College.
Hailey Becker
Graduated from the University of
Texas, Austin.
McCord Frampton
Graduated from the University of
South Carolina.
Cailtin Vanderwolf
Graduated from Loyola University.

Send your milestones to Membership
Coordinator Camille Zander:
camille@scapc.org.

WELCOME TO OUR YOUTH CONFIRMANDS
Beth Poe retires after 40 years of service at Tulane University

Congratulations to the youth confirmands who were welcomed into membership on Sunday, April
2. Front row, L-R: Helen Young, Aiden Morriss, Yates Hoffman, Matthew Foss, Tonner Dougherty,
Jeff Amoss, Morgan Nalty. Back row, L-R: Stephanie Rehkopf, Ellie Plauche, Emma Morton,
Elizabeth Drennan, Caroline Cueria, Tess Brewer, Georgia Christie.
14
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After a distinguished career of
professional excellence and deep care
for students, Beth Poe retired this spring
from Tulane University. A tenured member
of the French faculty who chaired the
department and served on a host of
committees and boards, Beth was recently
honored in a farewell luncheon. In her
remarks, Beth, ever the theologian, said:
“Forty is such a nice biblical number…
even if the biblical 40 and mine have little
or nothing in common. Forty was the
number of years that the poor Israelites
wandered through the desert before
finally reaching the Promised Land, and
40 was the number of days that Jesus
went without food in the desert before
beginning his ministry. My 40 years at
Tulane, by contrast, bear little resemblance
to life in the desert, the swamp maybe,
but not the desert. Indeed my 40 years at
Tulane have been for me like living in the
Promised Land, eating the best food on
earth and doing what I wanted, and felt

called to, do—teach, which I do regard as a
kind of ministry.”
To this, we say, “Well done, good and
noble servant,” and express the hope that
this can only mean more leadership and
teaching at SCAPC!

Tulane alumnus establishes
travel fund in Beth's honor

(From Tulane University)—A 1993
Tulane graduate, Jeff Klein, is now a
successful hotelier, the owner of the iconic
Sunset Tower on Los Angeles’ Sunset Strip.
But it wasn’t always obvious to everyone
that he would make it to the top.
When Klein was 10, a doctor told the
dyslexic youth that he would never speak
a foreign language. At Tulane, he enrolled
in French and was fortunate to have [Beth]
Poe as his professor. She urged him to study
abroad for a year in Paris. As a result, he
became a fluent speaker—he still is—and
developed a sense of style that has inspired
the unique look of his acclaimed hotels.

Klein and Poe had not been in touch
for years when something moved Klein to
send his former professor an email several
months ago, telling her how influential she
had been in his life. She remembered him
fondly and informed him that she is retiring
from the School of Liberal Arts this spring.
Klein thought the timing was perfect
to make a gift to Tulane in her honor. He
created the opportunity for students to
have a profound experience in France
through the Professor Beth Poe Travel
Fund in French Immersion Studies. Poe
said that there were
tears streaming
down her
face when
she learned
of Klein’s
generosity.
Read
the full story
on Tulane’s
website.
WWW.SCAPC.ORG
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