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God’s First Responders
     Since 9-11, not to mention Katrina, certain words and phrases have crept into our lexicon.  

“First responder” is one of the standouts:  those rescuers who crisis after crisis throw caution to 

the wind and risk their lives to help victims in need. Their bravery in the face of certain danger 

not only fills us with admiration; it makes us wonder what we might do in their shoes.  Would 

we “answer the bell” when our help is needed?

    And yet, as Christians we are being asked to answer that call during a crisis that we find 

ourselves in today, our nation’s financial crisis. Thousands of families find themselves out of 

work, homelessness is on the rise, and food banks are strapped.  What is needed are God’s First 

Responders: Christians, like ourselves, able to answer the call despite the risks, willing to step up 

financially and lend a helping hand.

     So, today we’re asking each of you in this difficult financial climate to put God First when 

making your decision about stewardship this year. It is our hope and desire that the members of 

SCAPC answer God’s call like never before, and give back to God some of what He has so gra-

ciously bestowed upon us.  By a strong show of support to our church and its mission, in these 

trying economic times, we can send a message to the rest of the Christian community that we at 

SCAPC will not be deterred from God’s work… we will be God’s First Responders --  by living, 

by serving, and by giving.  Please send in your pledge card now. Let’s do it together. 

Your Friends in Christ,    

John Morton   Richard Seelman   Don Frampton
Stewardship Co-Chair  Stewardship Co-Chair   Senior Pastor



...In Living

...In Serving

Putting God First

Now you are the body of Christ, and individually members of it…

When you join SCAPC, you belong. We are not a club or social group; 

we are a community of believers made one with Christ and one another. 

The very words of Jesus, referring to his followers as “brothers and sisters,” 

mandate mutual love, care and fellowship. We live this out through programs 

ranging from after-church brunches to supper clubs, from weekly intercesso-

ry prayer to communion visits to the home-bound. If you are sick, the church 

is there. If you’ve just had a baby, the church is there. We are family. We put 

God first in our living.  

Giving, not getting. Serving, not being served.

The life of Jesus Christ was an exercise in serving. At SCAPC, we live out God’s 

call to service through worship, giving, mission, study and fellowship. Whether 

it’s diligently meeting a variety of needs in New Orleans; sponsoring and caring 

for our missionaries and sister congregations around the world; or our partner-

ship with another church in ministry to the homeless... we are always looking for 

ways to serve Christ.  

Sometimes, what really makes a difference are the little things—approaching a visitor 

who looks uncertain or listening when someone needs the quiet company of a friend.  

In ways both big and small, we put God first in our serving.



Levels of Giving

...In Giving
Lee and I grew up in households that put God first in family budgeting. As a 

result, we have always felt very blessed by this pattern. As a couple we have 

had the resources to do many wonderful things, and I firmly believe that it is 

because God provided.

I am reminded of a youth group leader, years ago, who stressed how in his 

home when his family put God’s money aside first, everything else got paid. 

Lee and I discussed this shortly after our wedding and made a promise to each 

other that this would be important to our giving to the life of the church.

Giving is not always money. Time is important. And what you can 

physically do for the church is equally as important because God provided 

you with those abilities. Rolled together – time, physical ability and finances 

- create a personal dedication of resources. Quantity is not as much the 

question here as how you give back. Therein is the basis of the value. God 

loves a cheerful giver. Giving back to God is a privilege.  

Lee and Kathy Randall

Lee and Kathy Randall, members at 
SCAPC since 1991.

Community Ministry
STAIR, Public school 
support, Uptown Shep-
herd Center, St. Thomas 
Health Clinic, Victories 
in Service, Raintree Ser-
vices, Reconcile New 
Orleans, New Orleans 
Mission, GED Program

Greater Church Support
Presbytery and PC(USA) 
Basic Mission Support
Seminary Support

Worldwide Missions
Support of Overseas 
Missionaries
Support of Overseas 
Partner Churches

Campus Ministry 
Outreach

Benevolence Spending 2009

4% 26%

66%

4%

2009 Pledging Ranges
$1-249 36 Households

$250-499 27 Households

$500-999 59 Households

$1000-2499 98 Households

$2500-4999 63 Households

$5000-9999 35 Households

$10,000-19,999 23 Households

$20,000 and up 6 Households

 

Total Pledge Dollars
  2007:  $1,091,000

 2008: $1,171,000

 2009:   $1,148,000

(not including RHINO)
Benevolence spending accounts for 
16 percent of SCAPC’s total budget.


