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for God, all things are possible.



Through us He touches the world; we are His hands.  Giving of our treasures, of our very selves, is a 
grace from God.  It changes both the donor and each person through whom the gift passes.  

It is through our acts, small and large, that God creates shifts, which com-
bined, change the world.  

Consider:
Giving is an act of worship that, at its best, reflects a genuine response to 
God’s gifts to us, including the gift of his Son. Isn’t God worthy of our 
best?   

Small changes in our own consumption can make a huge difference in 
the life of our Church and of the many who are in need.

Giving can be a discipline, helping us unhook from the material culture.

How will you participate in the possibilities that He is shaping?
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Too often we decry our human limitations, looking at the present, and especially the future, with 
a lack of hope.  We convince ourselves that things will always be the same and that nothing new 
is possible.  It is a rut hard to escape.
 
This is where the saving, transforming word of God comes in – because God clearly doesn’t look 
at life the same way.  Instead, God transforms the present, offering us new and abundant life in 
Jesus Christ – a life full of promise.  Think about it:  we belong to a God who says to a barren 
Sarah, “Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?” and then gives her and Abraham a child, Isaac 
(Gen. 18:14); we belong to a God who repeatedly says to us, especially in our times of doubt, 
“For mortals, it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  (Mark 10:27)  

The same holds true for God’s church.  The church who commits to the presence and power of 
Jesus Christ will truly avail itself of God’s new day.  We at SCAPC boldly step forward in faith, into 
God’s possibilities.  

“For God, all things are possible.’” Mark 10:27

Join us.  Pledge yourself to this 
new day.  Pledge your resources, 
your talents, and your time.  
Be a part of God’s new day at 
SCAPC, because for God, all 
things are possible.

Participate in the possibilities. Participate in the possibilities.

In Faith,

How will you participate in the possibilities?

Dear Friends:

As you can see, pledges 
are our major source 
of revenue. Investment 
income and other sources 
are uncertain.  Operat-
ing expenses continue 
to increase, as each of us 
know. Your pledge, no 
matter the size, makes a 
difference.

Germaine Vorhoff,
Stewardship Chair

Don

Germaine



“The worship services at SCAPC are similar to the 
churches we grew up in and initially drew us to the 
church.  Don and Kelly’s sermons reminded us of our 
childhood pastors, and their ability to incorporate 
everyday events and life stories of their own and others 
makes understanding and relating to the Bible and 
God’s word that much easier and more enjoyable.  And 
while the wonderful services and sermons are what ini-
tially drew us to the church, and the fellowship, activi-
ties, and community are what kept us coming back.” 
- Josh and Amber Beezley

“Every adult Christian generation owes its young people a divine 
demonstration of the reality of what it believes and preaches.”” 
- Anonymous
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...at SCAPC offers God worthy praise and draws people into the church.

worship & music

Worship is the very heart of the church’s life. 
All that the church is and does is rooted in 

its worship. Through the worship service, we pro-
vide an opportunity for people – from the youngest 
to the oldest – to participate in a worthy offering 
of praise to God. It is also a time to remember who 
we are: God’s beloved children and disciples of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

 

congregational life

children’s ministry

presbyterian campus fellowship

Our church is not our building; our church is our people. Congregational Life fosters the growth of 
our church through the development of our relationships with one another. We’re constantly seek-

ing ways, such as the Wednesday Night Out series, to develop our congregation into a force for fellow-
ship, community and Christ.

The most important aspect of a person’s life is his or her relationship with Jesus Christ – and this 
includes our children. As adults study God’s Word, we teach our children with age-appropriate 

activities to help them learn and grow. We impart to children the vital importance of orienting their lives 
around Jesus, among a community of people who love Him.

“How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to live 
together in harmony.” Psalm 133:1

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’”” 
Matthew 19:14

It’s only four years, yet college is often where our children become adults. Away from home for the first 
time, they are beginning to discover who they are and what they believe. Presbyterian Campus Fellow-

ship supports our young adults at this vital time of transition and helps them explore the Christian faith 
and discover truth.

Participate in the possibilities. Participate in the possibilities.““Worship, then, is not a part of the Christian life. 
It is the Christian life.”” – Gerald Vann

“The music program is integral to worship at our 
church – music provides our souls with avenues 
for affirmation, reflection, adoration and praise 
that give expression to our faith. 

Whether uniting in hymns and responses, ab-
sorbing the beauty of a performance or creating 
the music, members of our church get to know 
one another and mutually express what brings us 
to this place—our belief in the Triune God.”
-Sydney Touchstone



3

““
8

...learn and grow in Cuba

youth
Our mission to be a community 

of obedient, faithful disciples of 
Christ starts with our youngest mem-
bers. We create learning and growing ex-
periences through Sunday morning and 
Sunday night meetings, annual retreats, 
conferences, service projects, game 
nights, lock-ins, confirmation classes 
and as many opportunities as possible.

Increased funds could enable our youth to travel to Odessa, Ukraine, to participate in the 
missionary work of Reverend Bob Gamble with This Child Here, a ministry to street children.

congregational care
As one member of our 

church rejoices, we 
all rejoice. As one member 
grieves, we all grieve. Togeth-
er, we walk through the ups 
and downs of life, the good 
times and the bad. Through 
Congregational Care, we 
nurture and support our 
church body whether with 
a meal and aid in a time of 
need, with support groups or 
with prayer.

...touches lives and cares for those in need.

With your increased 
pledge contribution, Con-
gregational Care could 
invest in more specialized 
training for some Care 
Team members and could 
provide more literature 
and resources to our mem-
bers in need.

“The Congregational 
Care team has a wide-
reaching call to care 
for the congregation 
in many ways, under a 

variety of circumstances.  Recently, one of our elderly members had 
to have unexpected surgery.  When she was due to come home, her 
family was unable to be in town to assist her, due in part to the short 
notice.  They hired a sitter to be with her during the day, but what 
about meals?  She was on a restricted diet and couldn’t cook for her-
self.  One of the church members contacted the congregation on her 
behalf, and after assessing her need, the women of congregational care 
responded, providing her with meals three times a week for several 
weeks.  The Meals Ministry has been tremendously helpful for those 
families in need, with deliveries made to those with new babies, a 
death in the family, cancer or other illness, surgery and divorce.  Each 
and every day, lives are touched by the outreach of the SCAPC Con-
gregational Care Team.” – Associate Pastor Kelly Hostetler

“Bear one another’s burdens... in 
this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.”” Galatians 6:2

“Young people do the impossible before they 
find out its impossible – that’s why God uses 
them so often.”” – Loren Cunningham                    

Participate in the possibilities. Participate in the possibilities.

Robbie Stickney was instructed to bring an item to 
give away on the church mission trip to Cuba. At 
first unsure what to select, Robbie, then a high-
school junior, grabbed a set of guitar strings – a 
reflection of his love for music. 

Upon arriving in the country, Robbie saw the 
humble way these Cubans live and the basic neces-
sities they live without.

Throughout the week, he interacted with and 
learned from the Cubans, though he doesn’t speak 
any Spanish. One evening, he crossed paths with a 
young Cuban boy his age who shared his love for 
music and also played the guitar. The boy didn’t 
speak any English, so they sat side-by-side, strum-
ming the guitar, teaching one another to play 
songs and making music without using any words.

Robbie had discovered the purpose of his guitar 
strings – an expensive luxury in Cuba – and gave 
them to the boy, allowing him to make music for 
years to come.
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2030 group
We are single, married, gay, straight, 

black or white. We’re grad students, 
waiters, attorneys, unemployed and every-
thing in between. Our goal is to provide a 
place of connection for people of similar ages, 
opportunities for serving others and a space 
to encounter the intersection of faith and the 
post-modern life.

...is a safe place. 

The 2030 group hopes to increase its budget in order to train its leadership on how to reach 
the “unreachable generation” -- young adults their 20s and 30s.

The scene was the Land Building front parlor.  Spread 
out on the floor and in every available couch and chair 
were young adults in their 20’s and 30’s: some single, 
some married -- all of them interested in the topic.  
Associate Pastor Kelly Hostetler spoke about issues of 
faith in contemporary society and the difficulty of hav-
ing faith in a highly technological world.  

“Doubts are a part of faith,” she said.  “I wrestle with 
them, you deal with them; in fact, characters through-
out scripture struggled with personal faith – from 
Moses to Mary.”

Afterward, many participants said they’d attended 
churches that warned them about having doubts and 
it had turned them off from seeking God, but now felt 
they had a safe place to explore faith.

“At SCAPC, Sunday School is not just kids’ stuff. For me, 
the Bible Exploration Class is the perfect complement to the 
Worship Service. It is an integral part of what church is all 
about. I missed it when it was temporarily suspended after 
Katrina; I miss it every summer. It is the place to probe and 
deepen our faith through the study of Scripture as it applies 
to our own lives. It is the safe place where we feel free to voice 
our questions and doubts and where we can share personal 
stories of loss and of healing. To be a disciple is literally to be a 
learner, and that is who we are.” -Beth Poe

...probes and deepens our faith.

christian education
Christian education strengthens our 

church by supporting the growth 
of knowledge, beliefs and behaviors of 
the Christian in today’s world. Through 
Sunday classes, breakfast groups 
and gatherings for women, we come 
together in smaller groups to read and 
study the Word, pray for one another, 
discuss relevant issues and spur each 
other toward discipleship.

Increased funds would allow 
Christian Education to host ad-
ditional adult education speakers.

“Go and make disciples of all nations... teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.’” 
Matthew 28:19-20               

“Two are better than 
one…For if they fall, one 
will lift up the other; but 
woe to one who is alone 
and falls and does not 
have another to help….’” 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12            

Participate in the possibilities. Participate in the possibilities.
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“Life is tough sometimes, but God is great,” Carolyn 
Horne says as husband Woodie nods in agreement.  

Woodie lost his job with a steel manufacturer when the 
plant left town – at the same time his mother was dying 
-- sending him into deep depression and early dementia. 
Carolyn picked up a part-time maintenance job, but 
when Woodie’s unemployment checks stopped, Caro-
lyn’s wages couldn’t cover the rent on their Jackson Ave. 
shotgun and the family’s needs. At times, the Hornes 
had to choose between lights or food for their daughter 
and granddaughter.  

During the chaos of Katrina, they became separated with Woodie ending up in Boston 
and Carolyn evacuating to Houston, where they were eventually reunited. While in 
Houston, they  got a dreaded call. The house on Jackson Ave., their pictures, papers and 
clothes had gone up in flames.  

“We had no idea what to do next, except rely on God,” Carolyn says.

When they learned that Habitat for Humanity was taking applications in New Orleans, 
the Hornes decided to apply but had little hope.  The long process required bus trips, 
temporary quarters (an air mattress on their daughter’s floor) and another time of sepa-
ration, since Woodie couldn’t cope with the uncertainty in New Orleans.  The Habitat 
folks were friendly and eager to help, but glitches in the process discouraged Carolyn.  
As she was celebrating her birthday on May 16, 2007, she got a surprise phone call. 

“We got accepted,” Carolyn says. “We all cried and hugged and laughed, and when I 
called Woodie, he said he wanted to come home if he could help.”

Woodie did just that.  Upon returning home, he rode buses and bicycles to Habitat’s 
Musicians’ Village and Ferry Place, putting in more than 800 hours of work – far 
beyond the 250 hours required. While he helped, his days with Habitat, RHINO and 
SCAPC volunteers changed him.  

“It was like with every nail he pounded and every board he cut, he was building his own 
first home,” Carolyn says.  “For Woodie, it’s better than depression medicine.  For me, 
having a home for us and our granddaughter is like an impossible dream.  For both of 
us, we know for sure that God is good and is alive in your wonderful church.”

RHINO homeowners Woodie and 
Carolyn Horne on dedication day.

...builds houses for the homeless.

community

We embrace Christ’s call to “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Our church helps 

provide support to local at-risk youth; teach 
children to read; provide shelter, food, medical 
care and counseling for the homeless; give afford-
able medical care to the working poor and build 
houses for the homeless.

We  are beginning a partnership with 

Victories in Service, an organization that 

provides tutoring and after-school activities 

for children in New Orleans’ Ninth Ward.  

Ten people giving an additional $1,000 

each would support our partnership with 

this ministry for an entire year. 

  

Ross’ teacher at Hart Elementary School in 
Gretna referred him to Start the Adventure 
in Reading, or STAIR, because his reading 
level was below state second-grade standards. 
Fortunately, he had a good support system, 
and his desire to learn was outstanding.

Still, because of his reading challenges, 
Ross was anxious and shy in group reading. 
STAIR paired Ross with Heidi Sherman, a 
first-time tutor and AmeriCorps Member. 
They met biweekly for conversations and tu-
toring sessions, through which Ross’ reading 
steadily improved.

By the end of the school year, Ross exceeded 
state standards for a second-grade reading 
level. As his ability had grown, so had his 
confidence. Gone was the anxiety over oral 
reading – Ross became one of the group’s 
most enthusiastic readers. 

...teaches kids to read.

ministries
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Reconcile New Orleans
STAIR
Lafayette Academy 
New Orleans Mission
GED
Uptown Shepherd’s 
Center
St. Thomas Clinic
Raintree
Lusher/Fortier 
RHINO
White Gift
Carrollton United
CPUMI
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“…whatever you did for the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it 
for me.””  Matthew 25:40

Participate in the possibilities. Participate in the possibilities.


