ST. CHARILES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | First Sunday in Advent | November 30, 2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY “Domine Deus” from Gloria Vivaldi
Lord God, King of Heaven, God the Father Almighty,
Lord only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father
Jodi McWilliams, soprano
**ADVENT CANDLE WREATH RESPONSE Stephen and Lynn Stock (10:30 service only)
Today we begin marking the days of Advent. Over the next four Sundays, we will light the candles arranged in this wreath
to remember the ways Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Today, this first Sunday we light the candle of hope. Hope is our
assurance that God is with us as we face the unknown and in moments of deep darkness. Hope gives us confidence to sing:
Choral and Congregational Response: Hymn 646 “Sing Out, My Soul”
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glorify the Lord who sets us free.
Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glorify the Lord God.
Come, Lord Jesus, in this place, in every place, for this time, for all time,
Come, Lord Jesus, bring hope.
*t*HYMN 88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lowly exile hear until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave. Refrain

3. O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Refrain

4. O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

5. O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. Refrain

*CALL TO CONFESSION Ashley Brown
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lord, our God, you enter our world not when everything is neat and tidy and stable, but when our lives are
in disarray, when the future seems unknown, when we cannot see the way forward. You enter, not when all is well,
but when all is uncertain and in doubt.

So forgive us for preferring a neat and tidy Savior; forgive us for wanting to follow a Lord whose demands never
make us feel uncomfortable; forgive us for looking for a Christ child whose life will not change us or lead to much
change in our world. Lord, have mercy upon us.

During these days of Advent, give us a share of the miraculous faith enjoyed by Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary
and Joseph, John the Baptist and unnamed shepherds, who encountered angels, who believed the good news of the
gospel, and who dropped what they were doing when they recognized Christ in their midst. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

(cont)



THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Isaiah 2:1-5

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Claire Thierry Hughes (8:30) | Hazel Ruth Chaney (10:30)
Presentation Kristin Guidry (8:30) | Caitlin Wallace-Rowland (10:30), Presenting Elders

Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” (Hymnal, p. 35)
Caroline Edgecombe (8:30) | Cal and Theo Carlisle (10:30), Junior Baptism Buddies
Questions to Parents
Baptism
Presentation and Prayer
*fINTRODUCTION TO THE JESSE TREE
At the 10:30 service: Children remain seated with their families during the message.
Children first grade and younger will be dismissed following the message for a time of play on the playground.

*SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Matthew 24:36-44
*SERMON “Unexpected” Chris Currie
**GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Sarah Chancellor-Watson
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
*THE OFFERING “Gloria in exelcis Deo” from Gloria Vivaldi
Glory to God in the highest.
The Chancel Choir
**Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH

**Prayer of Dedication
*SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:30 service only)

SENDING

**HYMN 82 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” HyrrypOL
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

**CHARGE AND BLESSING
**VOLUNTARY

SCAPC MISSIONS MARKET TODAY

Get a jump on your Christmas shopping and support our SCAPC Global and Community
Ministry Partners by visiting the Missions Market following worship in the Chapel today!
All proceeds will benefit their organizations. Participating will be: Café Reconcile, Eden
Centers for Hope and Healing, Crescent City Café, Program of Hope Homeless Ministry,
Raintree Children and Family Services, STAIR, SCAPC Cuba ministries, Global Ministry
Fair Trade with Mexican artisan goods, New Orleans Mission, SCAPC Global Ministries
Committee, Giving Tuesday with SCAPC mugs, and the White Gift tree.

MiSSIONS
market




IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

TODAY'S USHERS for the 8:30 service are Mayson Buffington and Wesley Simon; and for the 10:30 service are Rick Grubb
(captain), Randy Evans, Jackie Derks, Russell Steele, Mimi Koch, Lisa Stahl, JoNell Quinton, and Lynn Hoffman.

TODAY’'S COMMUNION SERVERS for the 8:30 service are Robert Edgecombe and Beth Poe.

HOW TO SUBMIT PRAYER REQUESTS: Prayer requests can be submitted using the prayer cards at the entrance to
Frampton Fellowship Hall. Alternatively, they can be submitted at scapc.org/prayer or on the SCAPC app.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

is being administered at the 8:30 service to

CLAIRE THIERRY HUGHES,
daughter of Alexandra Thierry Wright Hughes
and Brendan Nolan Hughes.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is being administered at the 10:30 service to
HAZEL RUTH CHANEY,
daughter of Jessica Leigh Bruggers
and Sean Chaney.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHGDL

New today! Mysteries Around Christ’s Birth | Nov. 30 - Dec. 21 | Land Building Riverside Room

Led by Sandra Jenkins and Ashley Brown | Mysterious guiding stars, virgin births, dream warnings, angel messengers
and ancient prophecies! This class will explore the more mysterious themes of Jesus’s birth story. We will examine the
important role historical context plays when studying Scripture and how to engage our questions surrounding these
biblical mysteries.

Class 1: The Mystery of Angelic Prophesy

Class 2: The Mystery of the Virgin Birth

Class 3: The Mystery of Guiding Stars

Class 4: The Mystery of Dream Warnings

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GIVING TUESDAY IS IN TWO DAYS! Giving Tuesday is a worldwide day of giving that falls every year at the conclusion of
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. SCAPC is adopting this day to focus on gifts to our community and global ministries, so please
consider making a donation. You can do so at the Giving Tuesday table in the Chapel today or at scapc.org/giving-tuesday (no
need to wait!). All proceeds will directly benefit SCAPC community and global ministries. If you donate $25 or more, you can
receive a SCAPC Tervis lidded mug (sanctuary/chapel approved!)

At this week’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT we will hold a White Gift Wrapping Party! (Sec White Gift announcement, next page).
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton Fellowship Hall. Children’s dismissal will take place at 6:20 and the program will
follow at 6:25. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. On the menu will be Gordon Ramsey’s double lemon
chicken, roasted potatoes, vichy carrots, shrimp and kale salad with champagne vinaigrette, and white chocolate mousse with
raspberries. Make your dinner reservation on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno. Reservations close tomorrow at 5 p.m. or
earlier if capacity is reached. Our pastor-led Bible study on Ecclesiastes will meet at 5:15 p.m. in the Phifer Library. Young Adults
& Families’ PINTS will meet at 6:45 in the Land Building. Childcare is available until 8 p.m.




AdVCIlC Counting the days

with the JCSSC TIQC

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church @ scapc.org/advent <

JESSE TREE DEVOTIONALS: November 30 - December 24

This year we are centering our Advent Devotionals on Jesse Tree Symbols and Bible Stories. A Jesse Tree is a way of
preparing for Advent by journeying through the stories on Jesus’s family tree. Each day of Advent, there will be a
Bible story about someone in Jesus’s family and an ornament symbolizing their story. The tree will show us how,
through many generations, God prepared for Jesus to be born. Printed devotionals can be found at the Frampton
Fellowship Hall entrance. Devotionals can also be found at scapc.org/advent-devotionals.

WHITE GIFT DRIVE: Dedication Sunday, December 14 (new date)

A host of ornaments have been hung on the White Gift tree in the Chapel. Each ornament holds gift requests for
families in need from the St. Thomas Community Health Center, Raintree Children & Family Services, and the
New Orleans Women & Children’s Shelter (NOWCS). For further details, please visit the White Gift table or
scapc.org/white-gift. Bring your gifts to be dedicated by Sunday, December 14 during 10:30 a.m. worship. Gifts will
be stored in the Phifer Library.

LUMINARY MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS

Pathways of luminaries, given in memory or honor of loved ones, will be lit in front of the church December 21-25.
Luminaries cost $15/each and can be purchased in honor or memory of a family member or friend. Acknowledge-
ments will be included in the bulletins on December 21 and Christmas Eve, as well as online and in The Quatrefoil
e-newsletter. Go to scapc.org/luminaries to order via PayPal or fill out one of the envelopes in your bulletin,
enclose your check/cash, and place it in the offering plate. The order deadline is December 14.

ADVENT DIAPER DRIVE: November 30-December 24

During the season of Advent, as we prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus in our lives once again, we are collecting
items that remind us of the needs of baby Jesus. We will be collecting diapers (baby and adult sizes, open packages
acceptable) and period products that will support our community ministry partner, Junior League Diaper Bank, to
help uplift families in our community. Collection bins are by the State Street entrance.

FAMILY NATIVITY DISPLAY: December 7-21 (sign-ups close December 4)

A display of nativity scenes leant by our church members will be shown in the Phifer Library next month. Come see
the many ways the Christ family is portrayed! If you wish to display your nativity, please visit scapc.org/nativity for
details and to sign up. The deadline to sign up and set up is December 4.

MCMILLAN SOCIETY CHRISTMAS GATHERING: Thursday, December 4

The McMillan Society will host “Songs and Sips of Joy” in the Land Building at 5:30 p.m.! We'll enjoy carol singing led
by Steven Blackmon over wine and light bites. The cost is $15/person. Reservations are required by TOMORROW
at noon, and your check is your reservation. Please make checks payable to SCAPC with “McMillan” in the memo
and direct to Pierce Young in the church office. Questions should be directed to miriam@scapc.org.

YAF BRUNCH & WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE: Sunday, December 7

The Young Adults & Families brunch will take place from 12-2 p.m.! We will gather in the Land Building immediately
following worship to share a meal and exchange gifts. All food and drinks will be provided. This year we will have
separate gift exchanges for adults and children! Please bring a silly or serious gift (under $15 for adults and under
$10 for children) for each person (adult or child) that would like to participate in the gift exchanges! If you are
interested in volunteering the day before to help prep the meal, email caitlin@scapc.org. RSVP on the SCAPC app.




40/50’s PROGRESSIVE CHRISTMAS DINNER: Sunday, December 7

The party will take place from 5-8 p.m.: Bring your Christmas Cheer and festive attire as we stroll down the street
singing along the way. We will start at Lauren and Jeffrey Habetz” home at 5928 Chestnut Street at 5:00 p.m. and
then walk (or drive) to the Land Building to continue our celebration! The cost is $40/person. Sign up with check
made out to SCAPC with “40/50” in the memo or Venmo Michele Murphy @michele-murphy-12.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Tuesday, December 9

A special worship service will be held in the Chapel at 6 p.m. with preaching by Ashley Brown and music performed
by Steven Blackmon. A collection will be taken up for the Presbyterian Hunger Program. Kathryn and Benton
Smallpage will host a reception following the service at their home, 5701 Garfield Street. If you would like to
provide a dish for the reception, please see the sign-up genius link at scapc.org/pw.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY: Wednesday, December 10

The children of the church will be performing the Christmas play “The Mysterious Animal” from 6:30-7:15 p.m.
in the Chapel. The play is The Mysterious Animal and tells the story of Jesus’ birth from the perspective of the
animals in the barn. The message is that the creatures who share the barn with baby Jesus are among the first
to receive and understand the Good News of the gospel. Contact Michele Murphy at michele@scapc.org for
details.

CHRISTMAS PARTY YOUTH GROUP: Sunday, December 14

This party for youth and youth alumni will start at 5 p.m. with a White Elephant GIFT EXCHANGE. Each youth
is asked to bring a wrapped gift that is either handmade or bought ($10 limit). After our gift exchange, we will
move on to our TALENT SHOW! All kinds of talent from music to magic to skits are welcome. Those who sign up
(email chrishazlaris@scapc.org) will be asked to come to one quick run-through on Saturday. All who attend are
encouraged to dress festively in their favorite Christmas shirts, sweaters, or PJ’s! The party will end at 7:30.

HIGH SCHOOLERS TO CELEBRATION IN THE OAKS: Friday, December 19
High Schoolers enjoy an evening in City Park for Celebration in the Oaks from 6:30-9:30 p.m.!

A CELEBRATION OF CAROLS: Sunday, December 21

Our annual “Celebration of Carols” by the SCAPC Chancel Choir and Orchestra will take place during the 10:30 a.m.
service in the Sanctuary. Included in the program will be William Mathias’ “Ave Rex”, Ralph Vaughan Williams’
winter songs from “Folk Songs of the Four Seasons”, and arrangements of familiar Christmas hymns and songs.
Music Director Steven Blackmon will conduct. A special offering for our music ministry will be collected that day.

LONGEST NIGHT: A SERVICE OF WHOLENESS AND HEALING: Sunday, December 21

As a part of our worship shorts series, this service will be a time to worship, on the longest night of the year, with
those for whom this season may be a time of loss or sadness. We will begin our worship at 6 p.m. in the Chapel,
then gather in the columbarium to name our struggles. We will support each other in times of darkness, even as we
acknowledge that the light shines in the darkness, in this season and all seasons.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: Wednesday, December 24

4:00 p.m. - Family Christmas Eve Service with Tableau in the Sanctuary (childcare available)

7:00 p.m. - Lessons & Carols Christmas Eve Service with Communion in the Sanctuary (no childcare)
Livestream of the 7:00 service will be posted on our YouTube page.

COLLEGE-AGE ADULTS RECONNECT DINNER: Tuesday, December 30
Come reconnect over the holidays! Join us at Superior Grill from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Please RSVP to chrishazlaris@scapc.org if you plan to attend.



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S RETREAT

EXPLORING “RESILIENCE” WITH REV. DR. SARAH ALLEN:
[t is time to register for our fabulous annual retreat coming up on January 18-19th! There are several
ways to do this, though all must include payment with registration prior to December 21.

® Today at the Mission Marketplace PW table in the chapel.

® SCAPC Advent mailing packet coming soon will have a full form to send or bring.

@ Download a printable form at our webpage: scapc.org/pw-retreat

® Forms available on the table outside of church office

Our speaker comes highly recommended by our own pastoral staff. We are excited to learn, worship
and fellowship with you at this wonderful gathering so sign-up soon!
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