
*Please stand as you are able | †Latecomers seated

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  Sarah Chancellor-Watson
GREETINGS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
VOLUNTARY  Steven Blackmon, organ
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)  

From the corners of our world and the confusion of life,
God calls us by name and gives us life.
From frantic energy and purposeless pursuits,
The Spirit of peace encounters us and gives us meaning.
From a world that values our lives on merit and transactions,
Christ’s undeserving love gathers us and lifts us up.
Not out of dread or fear, 
Not because of aptitude or accomplishment,
We gather in God’s name.
We lift up our hearts in praise.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gather us in, O God, to become more than the sum of our parts. Some of us know why we are here and others 

are still searching. Some of us are ready to unburden ourselves of what we need to no longer carry and others are 
still clinging tightly. Some of us worry we have to have it all together and others of us shrug at the demands of 
discipleship. 

 Come into our midst again this day, O God. Through Christ, call us to live as you did—to listen to each 
other, to be forgiving, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. By your Spirit, challenge and comfort us, and 
breathe life into us so that we may become the people you intended all along. Amen.

†*HYMN 401 “Here in This Place” Gather Us In

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.)   Psalm 146
SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.)  Matthew 5:1-16
*HYMN 806 “I’ll Praise My Maker” Old 113th

SERMON “God and Politics” Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison, from “Confession of 1967”, Book of Confessions, PCUSA)

God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. In God’s reconciling love, God 
overcomes the barriers between siblings and breaks down every form of discrimination based on 
racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. The church is called to bring all human beings to receive 
and uphold one another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, 
leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights.

 God’s reconciliation in Jesus Christ is the ground of peace, justice, and freedom among nations 
which all powers of government are called to serve and defend. The church, in its own life, is called 
to practice forgiveness of enemies and to commend to the nations as practical politics the search 
for cooperation and peace. Although nations may serve God’s purposes in history, the church which 
identifies the sovereignty of any one nation or any one way of life with the cause of God denies the 
Lordship of Christ and betrays its calling. 

*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GlOrIa PatrI

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
MOMENT FOR MISSION   Lemuel Garcia, Mission Engagement Advisor, PC (USA)
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
THE OFFERING

Offertory  “Cry No More” Forrest
  In the shadow where we linger, In this darkness we call home,
  Where the sighs are deep and doubtful And our aspirations groan,
  All is not in vain, Beloved, Our travail is not unknown.
	 	 Christ	within	us,	Christ	among	us,	Christ	the	first	and	Christ	the	last;
  Love Incarnate, hold Your children Till the storm of life is past.

  Though we have not faith to seek Him, Christ Himself will draw us near, 
  Deep, abiding rays of mercy Cast their light on lonely fear.
  Cry no more, ye poor and weary, Our redeeming Lord is here.
	 	 Christ	within	us,	Christ	among	us,	Christ	the	first	and	Christ	the	last;
  Love Incarnate, hold Your children Till the storm of life is past.
  Haley Whitney, soprano —poem by Johanna Anderson
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old 100th

*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN 307 “God of Grace and God of Glory” CWM rhOndda

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*VOLUNTARY  

Seventh Sunday after pentecost | July 24, 2022 | 9:30 amSeventh Sunday after pentecost | July 24, 2022 | 9:30 am
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NEW STUDY: HOW GOOD DO WE HAVE TO BE? The Spiritually Hungry Women’s group has begun a new study on 

the book How Good Do We Have to Be? A New Understanding of Guilt and Forgiveness by Harold S. Kushner. Meetings are held in the 

Land Building on Wednesdays at 12:30 with a Zoom option for those who cannot attend in person. New members are always 

welcome. For more information or to have your name added to the mailing list, contact Beth Poe (bethpoe@tulane.edu).

A MEMORIAL SERVICE  for John Geiser will be held on Friday, August 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. A reception will 

follow in Frampton Fellowship Hall.

The SCAPC NURSERY SCHOOL is seeking a teacher for the two-year-old class to work Monday-Friday, 8:30-12:15. 

Requirements	include	a	loving,	caring,	playful	nature,	and	experience	with	this	age	group.	If	interested,	please	contact	Keflyn	

Fransen at scapcns@gmail.com or 504-339-7808.

THE STAIR PROGRAM (Start the Adventure in Reading) which was 

founded by SCAPC and is now housed at the Land Building, is seeking a 

Program Assistant. This is a 10-15 hour per week position that requires 

strong computer skills (typing, knowledge of Google Drive) and 

communication skills, along with the ability to work independently 

and take initiative. Please email info@stairnola.org if interested.

announcementsannouncements

Thank you to all who sent in topics for our “Sermons on Demand” series! 
All worship recordings can be found on our YouTube channel via the link at scapc.org/summer-sundays. 

Transcripts are available at scapc.org/sermon-transcripts.

in today’s worshipin today’s worship
TODAY’S USHERS are David Mize (captain), Laura Avery, Terry Ebbert, Deanna McLendon, Laura and Kelly McWhirter, 

and Wesley Simon. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our brothers, Richard Lee 

Snodgrass and Roger Post Sharp, III, by Holly Sharp and Geoff Snodgrass.

Please note that CHILDREN’S LESSONS AND ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  are on summer break during July and August.

PRAY GROUND FOR FAMILIES DURING WORSHIP: While people of all ages are welcome and encouraged to remain in 

the Sanctuary for worship, our “Pray Ground” in Frampton Fellowship Hall provides an alternative child-friendly space for 

families to worship together. The service is projected via livestream to a large screen and there are coloring sheets, puzzles, and 

books for children to enjoy. Parents must stay with their children in Frampton Fellowship Hall.

PARENTS ON THE PLAYGROUND continues through the summer! All families are invited to the playground following 

worship for 30 minutes to enjoy snacks and fellowship. You can sign-up to bring snacks on the bulletin board in Frampton 

Fellowship Hall.


