ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Easter Sunday
April 20,2025 | 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING

EASTER PROCLAMATION Chris Currie, Sarah Chancellor-Watson, and Ashley Brown
The grave is empty. Christ is risen!
Alleluia! He is risen indeed!
Seized by fear and amazement. Christ is risen!
Alleluia! He is risen indeed!
On the loose and beyond our control, Christ is risen!
Alleluial He is risen indeed!
VOLUNTARY “This Joyful Eastertide” Owens
This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! My love, the crucified, hath sprung to life this morrow.
(Refrain): Christ, that once was slain, ne’er burst his three-day prison, our faith had been in vain: But now hath Christ arisen.
My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber: Till light from east to west shall wake the dead in prison. (Refrain)
Death’s flood hath lost his chill, since Jesus crossed the river: Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver. (Refrain)
Chancel Choir
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Beth Poe (8:30) | Maureen Herring (10:30)
They arrived with flowers, shuffling through the dawn as the dawn snuffed out the last candles of night. Their faces betrayed
their belief that yesterday would always be better than tomorrow, despite what the Lord had said. He would not be around
to say it again, so why bother to believe him on that score?
Into our lack of hope and our doubts, come risen Lord!
And the flowers, they too were silent witnesses to disbelief. Like the grass, they were cut to be dried to death, cut off from the
root, the bulb, the source of life. He was the flower they cherished, the flower now perished whose fate the lilies of the field,
now tight in hand, would re-enact.
Into our rote routines and certainty about death, come risen Lord!
So when they passed the crouched figure at the edge of the road, they thought little of him, scarcely seeing his form through
their tears. Had they looked even a little, they would have seen a man letting grain fall through his fingers, dropping to the
carth to die and yet to rise again.
Into our dismay and our skepticism, come Risen Lord!
- adapted from Stages on the Way, Iona Community Wild Goose Publications
P*HYMN "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" LLANFAIR
(1) “Christ the Lord is risen today!” Alleluia! All creation, join to say: Alleluial
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

(2) Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluial
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Chris has opened paradise. Alleluial

(3) Lives again our glorious King, Alleluial Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!
Jesus died, our souls to save, Alleluial Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!

(4) Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! Praise to you by both be given, Alleluial
Every knee to you shall bow, Alleluia! Risen Christ, triumphant now. Alleluial

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lord our God, we would not know what sin is unless we first participated in your grace and love for this
world in Jesus Christ. Because we know your grace that holds heaven and earth together through the power of
your resurrection, we also know the ways we fall short of it and refuse to embody it and outright reject it in favor
of our own metrics.

Forgive us for the ways we have failed to live out a faithful response to your grace, forgive our lack of generosity
toward our neighbors, and forgive us for ignoring justice for fear that it might cost us something. For we cannot
know the glory of Christ’s resurrection if we do not have the fellowship of his sufferings.

Through Christ, in the power of the Spirit, and by your abundant love, set us free from all that keeps us from
being your faithful disciples so that we might love our neighbor and our enemy and offer the world you so love the
good news of the gospel, for the sake of the risen Lord in whose name we pray, Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION
KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS



THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Isaiah 65:17-25
TMESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*HYMN ‘Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain’ L ANCASHIRE

(1) Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness,
loosed from Pharaoly’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters; led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters.

(2) ‘Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison, and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun has risen.
All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying from the Light, to whom we give laud and praise undying.

(3) Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, with the royal feast of feasts comes its joy to render;
comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus’ resurrection!

(4) Neither could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal, nor the watchers, nor the seal hold you as a mortal:

but today, among your own, you appear, bestowing your deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing.

SECOND READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 24:1-12
SERMON “Make it Make Sense” Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison, from 'A Brief Statement of Faith', PCUSA, Book of Confessions)

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to
the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering
us from death to life eternal.

*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, p. 35)
MOMENT FOR MISSION: One Great Hour of Sharing
THE OFFERING
Offertory “Still, Still With Thee” Gramann
Still, still with thee, when purple morning breaketh, when the bird waketh and the shadows flec;
fairer than morning, lovelier than daylight, dawns the sweet consciousness, I am with thee.
Alone with thee, amid the mystic shadows, the solemn hush of nature newly born;
alone with thee in breathless adoration, in the calm dew and freshness of the morn.
Still, still with thee as to each newborn morning a fresh and solemn splendor still is given,
so does this blessed consciousness, awaking, breathe each day nearness unto thee and heaven.
So shall it be at last in that bright morning, when the soul waketh and life’s shadows flee;
Oin that hour, fairer than daylight dawning, shall rise the glorious thought, I am with thee. — Harriet Beecher Stowe
Patti Adams, flute; The Chancel Choir
*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Otp HUNDREDTH
*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING
*HYMN “Christ Is Alivel” TRURO
(1) Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

(2) Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now, and touching every place and time.

(3) In every insult, rift, and war where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, where even hope has died.

(4) Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

(5) Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise.



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE “Ye Sons and Daughters of the King” Leisring, arr. Dietterich
Ye sons and daughters of the King, now to the Lord your praises bring! Alleluia!
Lift up your hearts! Let voices ring! Christ is upraised! Rejoice and sing!
*VOLUNTARY

Scott Kiser and Logan Place, trumpets; Jon Gannon, horn; Austin Richardson, trombone
Patti Adams, flute; Jim Atwood, timpani

*Please stand as you are able | {Latecomers seated
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The music of Holy Week and Easter, including this morning's service,
is dedicated to the glory of God and is made possible by gifts from:
Wendi and Nathan Adams
Louellen and Darryl Berger
Cathy and Durward Dunn
Betty and John Hope
John R. Knott
Sydney and Ken Lawder
Mary and Ernie Malone in memory of Sorrell Lanier
Stephanie and Pete November in memory of Brenda and George Stephens
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The Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mr. and Mrs. William Bloomfield. In 1930, Mrs. Bloomfield, with a single gift,
fully funded the construction of our Sanctuary.

Today's 8:30 service ushers are
Thomas Schulingkamp, Wesley Simon, Jeff Stricklin, and Dave White.

Today's 10:30 service ushers are
Laurie Young (captain), Charlie and Nancy Jane Carson, Noah Hardie,
Louise Schaefer, Richard Seelman, and Pierce and Tom Young.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOIN AN USHER TEAM] Serving as an usher is one of the most important (and fun!) ways to volunteer for the church. The role
can involve anything from passing the offering plates, recording attendance, assisting congregants with special needs, and most
importantly, greeting everyone as they gather for worship. Each usher team serves two months of the year, six months apart (for
example, January and July). To join a team, please contact Geoff Snodgrass at gpsnodgrass@gmail.com.

A SPECIAT WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM will be held this Wednesday, April 23: “The Genesis of Jazz" with
Dr. Jazz (our own Russell Steele) and his band. They will lead a sing-along with familiar favorites like "“When the Saints Go
Marching In" and "Just a Closer Walk with Thee." Guests will receive 'Genesis of Jazz" CDs. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in
Frampton Fellowship Hall, and the program will begin at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. Our
"WNO Goes to Indial' menu will include Butter Chicken (not too spicy!), jasmine rice, homemade nann, roasted cauliflower,
cucumber yogurt sauce, salad, and dessert. Make your reservation by tomorrow at 5 p.m. on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/
wno. We are also beginning a new pastor-led Bible study on Paul's Letter to the Galatians at our 5:15 p.m. class in the
Phifer Library. All are welcome!

YAF NIGHT AT THE BALI PARK: All YAF (Young Adults & Families) are invited to a night at the ballpark on Friday May 2
at Tulane’s Turchin Stadium! Join us as we cheer on the Green Wave against Florida Atlantic University. We will have a pre-
game meet-up at 5 p.m. (location TBA) and walk over to the game. If you prefer, you can meet us at the ballpark when the game
starts at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 each. Please reserve your spots on the SCAPC app and Venmo Tyler Wheeler (@thwheeler) by
Wednesday, April 30 to join in the fun.

DOWNLOAD OUR APP! The SCAPC app features recordings, event details, volunteer opportunities, classes, I
prayer requests, and giving. SCAPC members are also able to access an interactive member directory. Find the whgyipe X
'St. Charles Ave Presbyterian" app at the App Store (code at right) or Google Play. For tap-by-tap instructions,

go to scapc.org/app. You can also contact Hallie Boh for assistance at hallie@scapc.org.

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST! Text “SCAPC” to 22828 to receive our worship emails and weekly newsletter, “The Quatrefoil”. You
can also sign up at scapc.org by clicking on the "E-News" box.

Pick up one of our 'GETTING INVOLVED AT SCAPC' take-home booklets at the entrances to the Sanctuary to learn about a
host of activities including small groups for all ages, classes, community and global ministries and more.

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed tomorrow.

SUNDAY SCHUODL 9:30-10:15 AM | Details & Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school

ADULT CLASSES NEXT WEEK:

“Making Room: Celebrating Hospitality as a Christian Tradition” | led by Ashley Brown and Bev Church
April 6 - May 18 | Land Building Riverside Room | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
In this class, we will explore themes of welcome, generosity, and the sacred art of making room for the stranger, challenging
neighbor, the needy, and even those who may be difficult to embrace and welcome. Every class will include modernized lessons
on hospitality by local expert and published author Bev Church. Our topic on April 27 will be "New Orleans Hospitality 101",
led by Bev. Our final class on May 18 will culminate in a special Sunday School celebration of all we have learned. Bring a friend!

“The Gospel of John” | February 16 - May 18 | Phifer Library | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels. It lacks the
Sermon on the Mount, the Lord’s Prayer, and any parables. John’s story of Jesus is theologically complex, interweaving
themes of light and darkness. He presents Jesus as originating “from heaven,” making him more divine that he appears in
the other gospels. The underscoring the conflict between those who accepted Jesus as Messiah and those who did not, this
gospel has raised intense dilemmas regarding Christianity’s view of Judaism. Our topic on April 27 will be ‘T Am the Good
Shepherd’, led by Neale Miller.

NEW FOR CHILDREN:

Summer Bible Adventures: Starting next Sunday, our preK through 5th grade classes will join together in one unified class in
the Learning Center (2nd floor) through the end of the semester for our Summer Bible Adventures Class! Each week we will blend
faith-building concepts with summer activities to help kids connect fun with the timeless truths of the Bible. Starting on June 1, we
will continue this theme during the children's time at the 9:30 a.m. worship service.




