MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
APRIL 17,2025

7:30 PM | SANCTUARY

St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church

GATHERING

VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon
OPENING SENTENCES Chris Currie
CALL TO WORSHIP Ashley Brown

Jesus, Prince of Peace,
Humble and riding on a donkey.
Jesus, disturber of the peace,
You upset bad religion when it gets in the way of God.
Jesus, upsetter of the self-righteous, puncture of the pretentious,
You turn our questions on their head, offering no instant answers, but showing us the way.
Jesus, lover of the lost,
You say ‘forgive’ when we want to shout ‘condemn)’
Jesus, host at the table,
You share your best even in the face of our worst.
Jesus, Savior of the world,
You we both scorn and crave.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
At the end of this day we gather together to worship you, O God. We are conditioned to reduce faith to uplifting and
sentimental thoughts; yet as we reflect on Christ’s passion, help us to remember the tranquil but not forget the jarring. Help us
to remember the intimate community at the Lord’s table, but not forget the jagged desperation of Judas. Help us to remember
the deep passion of Christ’s love and the deep pain of Christ’s rejection; to see both the delight and the difficulty of Christ’s
journey to the cross. May it not just be Christ’s story, but our story, too. Amen.
*HYMN 183 “Come to Me, O Weary Traveler” AusTIN
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord our God, we confess our overreliance on raw power and domination as the only way to change things.
In the events of this week, remind us once again that your power is revealed and transforms through weakness:
by loving the unlovely, dying for the lifeless, and by forgiving those, like us, whose hearts are too stubborn to
see what they are or who you are. As we gather here in these moments of Holy Week, enable us to admit our
vulnerability, to listen before we speak, to first let our Lord do for us what we must do for each other.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.
SILENT PRAYERS AND CONFESSION

KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us. Blackmon
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE: Hymn 471 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” HEAR My PRAYER

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
ANTHEM “Miserere Mei” (Psalm 51) Allegri
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy,
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.



For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.
Indeed, T was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.

You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and T shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Then T will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
For you have no delight in sacrifice;
if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem;
then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.

The Chancel Choir
SCRIPTURE LESSON (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 22:39-46
SERMON “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” Chris Currie
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC(USA) 1983) Sarah Chancellor-Watson

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified,
Suffering the depths of human pain
And giving his life for the sins of the world. (cont)

God raised this Jesus from the dead,
Vindicating his sinless life,
Breaking the power of sin and evil,
Delivering us from death to life eternal.

*HYMN 494 “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” QUEBEC



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal, page 35)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER
STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH
PSALM 22
CLOSING ANTHEM “Magpie”
Refrain: One's for sorrow, two's for joy
Three's for a girl and four's for a boy
Five's for silver, six for gold
Seven's for a secret never told
Devil, devil, I defy thee
Devil, devil, I defy thee
Devil, devil, T defy thee

Oh, the magpie brings us tidings
of news both fair and foul.
She's more cunning than the raven,
more wise than any owl,
for she brings us news of the harvest,
of the barley, wheat, and corn,
and she knows when we'll go to our graves,
and how we shall be born.
Refrain

She brings us joy when from the right,
grief when from the left,

of all the news that's in the air.
We know to trust her best,
for she sees us at our labour,

and she mocks us at our work,

and she steals the eggs from out of the nest,
and she can mob the hawk.
Refrain
Trio: Sarah Ruth Altman, Meg Frazier, Justin Eifert

There is no benediction. Please depart in silence.

The service continues on Good Friday at 12 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
*Please stand as you are able

This evening’s ushers are Miriam Hollar and Thomas Schulingkamp.

This evening's communion servers are Katie Brendler, Michele Murphy, and Beth Poe.

Judith Halverson
trad., arr. Dodds



THE MUSIC OF HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
is dedicated to the glory of God and is made possible by gifts from:
Wendi and Nathan Adams
Louellen and Darryl Berger
Cathy and Durward Dunn
Betty and John Hope
John R. Knott
Sydney and Ken Lawder
Mary and Ernie Malone in memory of Sorrell Lanier
Stephanie and Pete November in memory of Brenda and George Stephens

.[.

GQOD FRIDAY
APRIL 18 | 12:00 PM | SANCTUARY
We will commemorate Jesus’ crucifixion through scripture, song, and silent reflection.
Childcare will be available. The service will be livestreamed on our YouTube page.
A Good Friday Walking Pilgrimage to nine local churches will take place before the service at 8 a.m.

Please contact Miriam Hollar at miriam@scapc.org if you would like to participate.

.[.

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 20 | 8:30 &10:30 AM | SANCTUARY
We will celebrate Christ’s resurrection through word, song, and prayer in two identical worship services
with special music by our Chancel Choir and instrumentalists.

The 10:30 service will be livestreamed on our YouTube page. Please note that there will be no Sunday School,

however childcare for children ages 3 and under will be available for both services.
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