ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Morning Worship | Palm Sunday
April 13,2025 | 8:30 a.m.

GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Currie
VOLUNTARY Steven Blackmon, organ
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Ashley Brown

Seduced by messiahs who come on a white horse in front of a military parade,
You come to us humble and riding on a donkey.
We want divine power to dominate and enthrall.
You come caroled by children and giving the beast of burden a new dignity.
With them, we join in heart and voice, and together we shout:
Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord our God, as we wave our palms and shout our hosannas, we give you thanks for the ways our music and our praises
lift up our hearts to you in these days. In the life of Jesus Christ, you have given us a great hope that your beloved community
and kingdom will come on earth, and you have taught us to pray and wait and work for its coming. As we follow your journey to
Jerusalem and mark the events of Holy Week, make us ready to look for signs of your coming, and to continue to move forward
in faith, hope, and love until the perfect day when you will welcome all your prodigal children home and bring all things to their
fulfillment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*HYMN 196 “All Glory, Laud and Honor” VALET WiLL IcH DErR GEBEN
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord our God, at the center of our faith is the belief that your grace and goodness in Jesus Christ is planted
more deeply in our humanity than all that is wrong in our world and in us. So with confidence in your grace and
goodness, we confess our faults and admit our need for forgiveness.
For the dullness of our vision, Father forgive.
For the weakness of our faith, Jesus forgive.
For the joylessness of our living, Spirit forgive.
In your great mercy, forgive our sins and help us to seek your justice, to see your kingdom come, and to serve
you in the lives of all those who cross our paths, in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING (response: Thanks be to God.) Luke 19:28-40
SERMON “Crowd Noise” Chris Currie
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Apostles’ Creed” (Hymnal, p. 35) Sarah Chancellor-Watson
*GLORIA PATRI, Hymn 581 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
THE OFFERING

Offertory

*Doxology, Hymn 606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Orp HUNDREDTH

*Prayer of Dedication
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

SENDING

*HYMN 220 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” REDHEAD 76
*BENEDICTION
*VOLUNTARY

TODAY'S COMMUNION SERVERS are Hans Jonassen and Michael O’Keefe.

TODAY'S USHERS are Mayson Buffington, Thomas Schulingkamp, and Wesley Simon.

SUNDAY SCHGDL FOR ALL AGES - 9:30 AM - SCAPC.ORG/SUNDAY-SCHODL

ADULT CLASSES:
Making Room: Celebrating Hospitality as a Christian Tradition | led by Ashley Brown and Bev Church
April 6 - May 18 | Land Building Riverside Room
In this class, we will explore themes of welcome, generosity, and the sacred art of making room for the stranger, challenging neighbor,
the needy, and even those who may be difficult to embrace and welcome. Every class will include modernized lessons on hospitality
by local expert and published author Bev Church. Our final class on May 18th will culminate in a special Sunday School celebration
of all we have learned. Bring a friend and be our guest! Today’s topic will be “A History of New Testament Hospitality.”

The Gospel of John | February 16 - May 18 | Phifer Library | Recordings at scapc.org/sunday-school
In its tone, structure, and portrayal of Jesus, the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three gospels. John’s story of Jesus is
theologically complex, interweaving themes of light and darkness. Today’s topic is “I Am the Good Shepherd”, led by Neale Miller.

Please note that Sunday School classes will not meet next week.



HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

MAUNDY THURSDAY
APRIL17 | 7:30 PM | SANCTUARY

We will commemorate the Last Supper with communion, prayer, liturgy, and music by the Chancel Choir.
Childcare will be available. The service will be livestreamed on our YouTube page.

GADD FRIDAY
APRIL I8 | 12:00 PM | SANCTUARY

We will commemorate Jesus’ crucifixion through scripture, song, and silent reflection.
Childcare will be available. The service will be livestreamed on our YouTube page.
A Good Friday Walking Pilgrimage will take place before the service at 8 a.m. See announcement for details.

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 20 | 8:30 & 10:30 AM | SANCTUARY

We will celebrate Christ’s resurrection through word, song, and prayer in two identical worship services
with special music by our Chancel Choir and instrumentalists.
The 10:30 service will be livestreamed on our YouTube page. Please note that there will be no Sunday School,
however childcare for children ages 3 and under will be available for both services.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BREAD MAKING AS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE—A SCAPC TRADITION: This Wednesday, April 16 from 6-8 p.m., join with
others from the congregation to make bread for the communion we will share during our Maundy Thursday worship. This
evening has become a tradition during Holy Week. We will share a light supper and then talk about the art of bread making as a
meditation. This year, we will be working with sourdough. If all goes well, each participant will take some sourdough starter and
a loaf to bake at home at the end of the evening. Join us whether you have never baked before or you are a seasoned professional.
All ages are welcome and childcare will be available. The cost is $15 for dinner and supplies. Your check, delivered to the
church office, is your reservation. The deadline for reservations is tomorrow at noon.

This Friday, April 18, Miriam Hollar will lead a GOOD FRIDAY WALK AND PRAYER PILGRIMAGE to visit nine local churches
beginning at 8 a.m. The pilgrimage will finish in our sanctuary with the Good Friday Service at noon. For details and walking
schedule, please email miriam@scapc.org by noon this Thursday.

COLLECTION FOR RAINTREE CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES: For the month of April, Presbyterian Women are collecting
regular-size toiletries, towels, wash cloths, soap, lotion, toothpaste and toothbrushes for Raintree Children and Family Services.
Donations can be dropped off in the basket at the Chapel entrance.

JOIN AN USHER TEAM) Serving as an usher is one of the most important (and fun!) ways to volunteer for the church. The role
can involve anything from passing the offering plates, recording attendance, assisting congregants with special needs, and most
importantly, greeting everyone as they gather for worship. Each usher team serves two months of the year, six months apart (for
example, January and July). To join a team, please contact Geoff Snodgrass at gpsnodgrass@gmail.com.

A SPECIAL WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT PROGRAM will be held on April 23: “The Genesis of Jazz” with Dr. Jazz (our
own Russell Steele) and his band. They will lead a sing-along with familiar favorites like “When the Saints Go Marching In”
and “Just a Closer Walk with Thee.” Guests will receive “Genesis of Jazz” CDs. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. in Frampton
Fellowship Hall, and the program will begin at 6:30. The cost for dinner is $10/adult, $5/child, and $25/family. Menu TBA.
Make your reservation by Monday, April 21 at 5 p.m. on the SCAPC app or at scapc.org/wno.

THE 40/50'S YAK, SNACK, & READ BOOK CILUB will meet on Tuesday, May 20 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Land Building to
review The Midnight Library by Matt Haig. Join us for a lively discussion!

YOUTH SUMMER TRIPS: It’s time to get excited for our summer SCAPC Youth Trips! The Mo-Ranch Junior High Jubilee
for students who have completed 6th-8th grade will take place July 6-10. We will join congregations of other middle school youth
in the Hill Country of Hunt, Texas, for an unforgettable Presbyterian Conference experience that’s filled with new friends, great
recreation, and deep spiritual enrichment. Activities will include everything from taking a challenge on the Mo ropes course to
swimming in the beautiful Guadalupe River! Days are filled with keynote/worship sessions, small groups with other PCUSA
youth from across the South, down time for informal games and hanging out, and, to close the night, home group reflection time.
The Montreat High School Conference for students who have completed 8th-12th grade will take place July 19-26. Spend
an unforgettable week at Montreat Conference Center in the beautiful mountains of North Carolina. We will join Senior High
students from around the country for a week of activities including profound worship experiences, small groups, interactive
games, and energizing songs and dances. We will also spend time whitewater rafting and hiking the wilderness. On Wednesday,
we will be volunteering with Asheville Youth Mission doing service work. Year after year, bringing our youth to Montreat to
hear amazing speakers and meet other faithful teens from across the country inspires them and leaves a major impact on their
faith. For lots more details, registration, and payment, visit scapc.org/youth. Registration forms and payment are due May 16.




