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How I Changed My Mind About Women in 
Leadership:  Compelling Personal Stories by 
Prominent Evangelicals, Edited by Alan 
Johnson

by Kelly Hostetler
As members 

of the PC(USA), 
most of us be-
lieve in egalitar-
ian relationships 
between men 
and women – in 
all walks of life.  
But when a con-
servative Christian argues against women 
in spiritual leadership, quoting scripture for 
support…can we all articulate why?  Using 
well-written and scripturally-supported ar-
guments, well known evangelicals like Tony 
Campolo, Bill and Lynne Hybels, and John 
and Nancy Ortberg share their own jour-
neys, moving from a hierarchical perspec-
tive to a view of God’s design that celebrates 
a partnership between men and women.  A 
compassionate take on this issue, with a 
thorough foundation from God’s word.

Nemesis, by Philip Roth
by Don Frampton

 Roth’s work of fi c-
tion is about polio’s ter-
rible eff ect on a commu-
nity, and particularly on 
the life of its protagonist, 
Bucky.  Based on an ac-
tual outbreak in New Jer-
sey during WW II, Bucky, 
ineligible for the military 

because of poor eyesight, becomes program 
director of a local playground.  One by one 
the boys in his program get sick, and the 
book is about his dilemma of remaining 
with them or following his heart by accept-
ing his girlfriend’s invitation to join her on 
the staff  of a mountain summer camp.  

BIRTHS
Richard J. Roth, IV, son of Mary 

Martin and Richard Roth 
(1/10/11)

Darryl Danforth Berger, son of 
Corinne and Darryl Berger 
(1/10/11)

Jane Parker Hillery, daughter of 
Sergei and Sarah Hillery (1/24/11)

Ande Elizabeth Tiller, daughter of 
Allison and Ben Tiller (1/27/11)

Andrew Chaff e Fenner, son of Karen 
and Wesley Fenner (2/1/11)

Kathryn Knox Gilly, daughter 
of Kathryn and Th omas Gilly 
(2/3/11)

Catherine Lucas Rice, daughter of 
Barrett and Daren Rice (3/6/11)

Brooks Anderson Bush, son of Ingrid 
and Harlan Bush (3/10/11)

BAPTISMS
Caedmon Matthew Hostetler, son 

of Kelly and Matthew Hostetler 
(1/2/11)

Maximilian Holt Delfi no, son of 
Elizabeth Holt and Matthew 
Delfi no (1/16/11)

Sophie Channing Th omas, daughter 
of Rebecca and Miles Th omas 
(1/23/11)

William Scott Miller Egan, son 
of Gillian and Patrick Egan 
(2/20/2011)

Charlotte Elise Norwood, daughter 
of Rebecca and Ben Norwood 
(2/27/11)

Richard J. Roth, IV, son of Mary 
Martin and Richard Roth 
(3/20/11)

Wilson Phelps, son of Cary Phelps 
and Harold Steinitz (3/27/11)

Michael Harrison Talbot, son of 
Dawn and Shawn Talbot (4/3/11)

Campbell Tyler Johnson, son of 
Katherine and Brad Johnson 
(4/10/11)

Andrew Chaff e Fenner, son of 
Wesley and Karen Fenner (6/5/11)

Gia Rose Caracci, daughter of 
Lizabeth Gruber and Frank Caracci 
(6/12/11)

MEMBER DEATHS
Mrs. A.P. (Mary) Chapman, Jr.
Mrs. Clare Carruth
Mr. J. Barbee Winston
Mrs. Winnie Watson

MARRIAGE
Elizabeth Erin Tallon to Bruce 

Corbin Newman (1/11/2011)
Allison Leighton Mott to William 

Ross Turner (4/30/11)
Jane Elizabeth Pool to Richard 

Th omas Cooney (6/10/11)

GRADUATIONS
Catherine Frampton (University of 

the South)
Christina Peck (Tulane Law School)
Robert L. Stickney II (Vanderbilt 

University)
Geoff  Elkins (LSU Law School)
Lindsey Baker (Louise S. McGehee)
Ellie Beuerman (Country Day)
Alex Dunlap (Jesuit High School)
Cheney Gardner (Country Day)
Blair Johnson (Louise S. McGehee)
Gilbert McGregor (Lusher)
Ben Morrison (St. Paul’s School)
Christian Vega (St. Charles Catholic)
Kelsey Warren (Louise S. McGehee)

RETIREMENT
John Hope
Tom Allen

AWARDS
Marie Claire Serou- National 

Collegiate Rowing 
Association (Gold Medal)

Cheney Gardner - Morehead-Cain 
Scholarship

Book Review SCAPC Member Milestones
Share your SCAPC Member milestones with us!  Send them to events@scapc.org.
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the Pastor’s Desk

A month ago, in our weekly eNewsletter, I wrote about the 
PC(USA)’s recent decision to delete a portion of the Book of 
Order which specifi cally prohibits non-celibate gay people 
(along with unmarried, non-celibate heterosexual persons and 
unfaithful married persons) from serving as Elders or Min-
isters of the Word and Sacrament.  Replacing it is language 
(see below) that requires a candidate’s willingness to submit 
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, as demonstrated by sense of 
call and personal preparation.  As in the past, the determining 
bodies for suitability will be the session (for elders) and the 
presbytery (for ministers).  Now, however, instead of singling 
out this person or that person, the new language strengthens 
the hand of  churches and presbyteries to decide on their own 
who is best fi t for ordained service.  Th is is primarily what has 
changed and, in my view, is a good move.

What has not changed is the rigorous process leading to ordination.  Upon election, candidates 
still have to abide by standards that include giving verbal, public assent to constitutional ques-
tions, which I have included to the right; and governing bodies (sessions and presbyteries) still 
must be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying those standards.  Here, at SCAPC, 
elder candidates attend two months of mandatory classes on doctrine, history, and government, 
and are required to share their faith in Jesus Christ.  It is only after successfully completing this 
process, and after being examined by the session, that they are approved for ordination.  

Our denomination has been grappling with the issue of ordination standards for years.  It 
hasn’t been easy, and good people of faith still disagree on the issue.  But it is my hope and prayer 
that we are fi nally able to move forward in witness and service as disciples of Jesus Christ, ever 
rooted in Scripture and always guided by the Holy Spirit.  

In Christ,

Standards for ordained service refl ect the church’s desire to submit joyfully 
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (G-1.0000). Th e governing 
body responsible for ordination and/or installation (G.14.0240; G-14.0450) 
shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for 
the responsibilities of offi  ce. Th e examination shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, a determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfi ll 
all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination 
and installation (W-4.4003). Governing bodies shall be guided by Scripture 
and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.

Amendment 10-A 

Dear Friends,

In Christ,
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a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, 
acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of 
the Church, and through him believe in one 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, 
the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus 
Christ in the Church universal, and God’s 
Word to you?

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essen-
tial tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed 
in the confessions of our church as authen-
tic and reliable expositions of what Scripture 
leads us to believe and do, and will you be in-
structed and led by those confessions as you 
lead the people of God?

d. Will you fulfill your office in obedience to 
Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scrip-
ture, and be continually guided by our con-
fessions?

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, 
and will you abide by its discipline? Will you 
be a friend among your colleagues in minis-
try, working with them, subject to the order-
ing of God’s Word and Spirit?

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and 
work for the reconciliation of the world?

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, 
and purity of the church?

h. Will you seek to serve the people with en-
ergy, intelligence, imagination, and love?

i.
(1) (For elder) Will you be a faithful elder, 

watching over the people, providing for 
their worship, nurture, and service? Will 
you share in government and discipline, 
serving in governing bodies of the church, 
and in your ministry will you try to show 
the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

(3) (For minister of the Word and Sacrament) 
Will you be a faithful minister, proclaim-
ing the good news in Word and Sacrament, 
teaching faith and caring for people? Will 
you be active in government and discipline, 
serving in the governing bodies of the 
church; and in your ministry will you try 
to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

Constitutional Questions to Officers
 and Commissioned Persons

The service of ordination and installation, or commissioning, may take place during the Service 
for the Lord’s Day as a response to the proclamation of the Word (W-3.3503).  Ordination and in-
stallation, or commissioning, may also take place in a special service that focuses upon Jesus Christ 
and the mission and ministry of the church and which includes the proclamation of the Word. The 
service of installation of a pastor or associate pastor shall be conducted at a convenient time to en-
able the substantial participation of the presbytery.

The moderator of the governing body of those to be ordained, installed, or commissioned shall 
ask them to stand before the body of membership and to answer the following questions:
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On April 8th, our church cel-
ebrated Confi rmation Sunday. 
We welcomed ten eighth grade 
students, Sarah Alexander, Kai-
tlin Dougherty, Nathan Fer-
nandez, Lilah Henderson, Paul 
Kohnke, Michael McAlpine, 
Layne Nalty, Casey Root, James 
Roussel, and Alexandria Vega, 
into full membership within the 
church. During the three month 
Confi rmation process it was a 
privilege to watch the group 
bond while discussing topics 
such as church polity, the Holy 
Trinity, sin, grace, and God’s role 
in painful life situations. We met 
on Sunday mornings during the 
Sunday School hour for much of 
February, March, and April.

As exciting as the weekly ses-
sions and even Confi rmation 
Sunday were, by far, my favorite 
part of the process was when the 

students shared their Faith Jour-
ney with the Session. I was proud 
to hear the depth and sincerity 
with which these students shared 
their Faith Journey. Th ey weren’t 
afraid to share their struggles, 
doubts, and pain while remain-
ing hopeful in, and committed 
to God. In each story, you could 
hear the importance of the role 
that friends, family, and church 
have played in bringing each stu-
dent to this point 
in their journey, 
to confi rm for 
themselves their 
baptismal vows.

I would like to 
thank the par-
ents of these stu-
dents for follow-
ing though with 
your promise to 
raise and nurture 
your children in 

the Christian faith. From my 
point of view, each of the children 
are fi ne individuals who were 
a pleasure to lead. I would also 
like to thank Lee Anne Trichel 
for helping me throughout the 
Confi rmation process. She spent 
many hours helping to lead the 
sessions as well as plan the Con-
fi rmation Sunday Reception.

Confi rmation
Class of 2011
by Andy Fox

Andy & Kaitlin at the Confi rmation 
Celebration at the Land Building.Confi rmation members being prayed over

during the Confi rmation Service.
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LIGHTh ouse 
by Jessica Bachman

LIGHTHouse kids work on their potted plants in front of the Land Building.

Over the past school year, chil-
dren in our church have been invit-
ed to participate in LIGHTh ouse 
activities on Wednesday afternoons 
from 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Each Wednesday after school, the 
children came to church and spent 
45 minutes at choir practice and 45 
minutes in the classroom.  Under 
the guidance of Michele Murphy 
and the Akaloo curriculum, Beth 
Hassinger and I led the classroom 
part of the afternoon.   Th e goal 
each week was for the children 
to learn a Bible/religious lesson 

through workbooks, songs, artwork 
and games.  Following the class, the 
children joined their families in the 
fellowship hall for a delicious meal.

Some highlights of the year re-
volved around observing the holi-
days.  For Halloween, children en-
joyed activities such as decorating 
pumpkins, making masks and do-
ing a piñata.  Th e 2nd – 5th grade 
students entertained the congrega-
tion after Wednesday Night Sup-
per with the Christmas play “Th e 
Th ree Wise Men,” which was a 
fun take on the Christmas story 

when an angel of the Lord 
comes to the Wises’ home 
on East Avenue to fi nd 3 
children who don’t under-
stand the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Next, we had 
the  Grandest Friend Val-
entine’s Day Tea in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Th e children 
invited their “grandest 
friend” – a grandparent, 
aunt, uncle, parent or 

friend  – to join us for games and 
activities in the Fellowship Hall.   
We topped the evening off  with 
taking pictures before a Valentine’s 
Day background.   During the 
spring the 2nd – 5th grade students 
studied diff erent ways of praying 
to God besides bowing your head 
and closing your eyes.   We ended 
the section with a fi eld trip to the 
Labyrinth in Audubon Park in or-
der for them to  walk it and off er 
up their prayers.  Finally, the K/1st 
grade group painted clay pots and 
planted a fl ower to take home and 
grow for Earth Day.

It was refreshing to experi-
ence the teachings of our church 
through the eyes of the children 
in our class.  Th ey were excited to 
learn about Bible stories and the 
ways of Christian life such as shar-
ing, praying, being kind, listening 
and welcoming others.  I hope to 
see even more people participate in 
the fall!Rebecca Brandao and her grandchildren hang out at 

SCAPC’s Valentine’s Day Celebration.
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lished such a rapport with his stu-
dent.  He has so much respect and 
concern for this little boy, and it 
comes across so well in Bob’s prepa-
ration and tutoring.”

Illiteracy continues to be a seri-
ous problem in our community.  
Th ere are thousands of students 
in the New Orleans metropolitan 
area who will not develop adequate 

reading skills without some type 
of intervention.  At no cost to the 
students, STAIR’s volunteer tutors 
work to provide extra help in read-
ing to many children who are in 
danger of academic failure. Nearly 
80% of STAIR students are Afri-
can-American boys and girls living 
at or below the poverty level in our 
community. 

Th e hallmark of the STAIR pro-
gram is one-on-one help – one vol-
unteer tutor for each child. During 
the 2009-2010 school year, STAIR 
students’ scores in Oral Reading 
Fluency on average increased more 
than 92%!  Th e same positive re-
sults are expected for the 2010-
2011 school year.  

Th e STAIR program actively re-
cruits, trains and places volunteer 
reading tutors starting in early fall.  
Th ose interested in becoming a tu-
tor should check out STAIR’s web-
site at www.stairnola.org.

Want to help STAIR prepare materials 
for the next school year? 

STAIR will be conducting its Summer 
Workdays at St. Charles Ave. Pres. Church 
on these dates:   June 28, July 7, 12, 14 and 
20; all times are 1-3 p.m.  Learn more about 
STAIR, exchange ideas about tutoring, and 
enjoy light refreshments!  Come for the en-
tire time or drop by for an hour or so.   If 
you plan to attend any of the STAIR Summer 
Workdays, please RSVP to the STAIR offi  ce 
at 899-0820.  

Bob Smith and his 7-year old student 
from Bethune Elementary School.STAIR and Bob 

Smith, what a great 
combination!
by Sara Woodard

Celebrating its 25th anniversary 
in 2010, Start the Adventure in 
Reading (STAIR) has brought more 
than 300,000 hours of dedicated 
volunteer service to its partner pub-
lic elementary schools to help nearly 
6,000 students excel in the Greater 
New Orleans area.  STAIR oper-
ates 29 tutoring sites this school 
year, including a 4-day-a-week site 
at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church.

Bob Smith has been a STAIR tu-
tor at the church for the past two 
years. Th is year Bob is a Wednesday 
tutor for a 7-year old student from 
Bethune Elementary School.  

Notes STAIR site director and 
church member Melissa Luer, “Bob 
was one of the best tutors we’ve ever 
had, mainly because he has estab-
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n Saturday, May 14, 2011, 
the Greater New Orleans Regional 
GED Graduation Ceremony took 
place at Loyola University. Local 
dignitaries State Attorney General 
Jim Letten, Council members Su-
san Guidry and Kristin Palmer 
spoke to an auditorium packed 
with 200 plus graduates, proud 
parents and relatives.

 SCAPC GED Director Elaine 
Henry and Assistant Carol Mar-
shall were on stage with program 
directors from 11 other GED 
programs. Ms. Henry introduced 
Scott Eagan, one of two SCAPC 
GED graduates and one of two 
students from the graduating class 
to give a "Testimonial " about  his 
experience. Mr. Eagan related that 
as a  young child, he was diagnosed 
with ADD and placed in Special Ed 
classes "because he could not make 
it in regular classes." He spoke of his 
"mostly negative" journey through 

the school sys-
tem. Scott went 
on to Grace 
King for High 
School, where 
he  played foot-
ball. Football 
was "the only 
thing that got him through high 
school." He began to see friends 
"getting into drugs, alcohol, get-
ting arrested and dropping out," 
a  diffi  cult thing to watch. One of 
his teachers at the time told him 
"he was too stupid to 
get a GED." Following 
high school he worked 
several $600 an hour 
jobs and began to real-
ize what a" real educa-
tion meant in the real 
world." After,Katrina, 
Scott heard the SCAPC 
GED program was get-
ting back on the ground. 
Th ere Scott said the  

teachers "saw him as a man who 
could pass that test." Th e message 
to him was "never give up."

Scott ended by thanking Ms. 
Elaine and Ms. Carol, adding that 
"if it weren't for them, he would 
have never made it."   Scott's tes-
timonial was one of many stories 
in that audience of graduates. Her-
bert Lipscomb also graduated from 
the SCAPC GED program.

Herbert's family surrounded, 
hugged and celebrated his accom-
plishment with such joy, as you 
can see from graduation pictures. 
Later while getting a picture of the 
Eagan family, Scott's grandmother 
grabbed my hands and said  "there 

is so much 
Christian love 
at St. Charles 
Avenue Presby-
terian Church. 
Your church 
has acted out 

its faith as Christian brothers and 
sisters to my grandson. I can never 
thank you all enough! Now we are 
going to get Scott's sister into the 
program!”

Th e message to
him was

“never give up”.

GED Graduation
by Ann Van Horn

O

Upper: Elaine and Carol with Scott Eagan.  Lower: 
Herbert and his family celebrating at graduation.
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THE GREAT COMMISSION
And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the ages.’  Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus’ fi nal words to his disciples – both then and now – remind us 
of our mission as Christians: to go out and share the good news of Jesus’ love, 
knowing he is with us as we do.  SCAPC is living out this call in several ways.

Missions at SCAPC
by Kelly Hostetler

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
CUBAN CHURCH

Second, SCAPC has maintained a partner rela-
tionship with the Matanzas Presbytry in Cuba for more than 20 years, 
having recently sent teams to visit El Fuerte church and Juan G. Hall twice 
a year for several years now.  Th e team members bring medical supplies; items for 
basic hygiene and health that are not available in Cuba, like shower heads; as well as 
fi nancial gifts, encouragement and prayer.  As you will see 
in SCAPC members Janet and Th omas Favrot’s article on 
the latest trip to Cuba, our team members usually feel that 
they have received far more than they’ve given.  

Th e latest project for Cuba is intended to help develop 
a water fi ltration system for the church, where the water 
supply is not safe or clean.

econd, SCAPC has maintained a partner rela-
tionship with the Matanzas Presbytry in Cuba for more than 20 years, 
having recently sent teams to visit El Fuerte church and Juan G. Hall twice 

Jesus’ fi nal words to his disciples – both then and now – remind us 

First, we support PC(USA) missionaries, individuals and 
families who have given up their comfortable lives in America and 
responded to God’s call to go out and tell the people of other na-
tions about God’s love.  It is not an easy calling, by any means, 
but it is the way of Jesus – and we are all called to follow Jesus.  
See our article on page 12 for a spotlight on our missionaries.

irst, we support PC(USA) missionaries, individuals and 
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RESPONDING TO 
NATURAL DISASTERS

Finally, SCAPC supports 
the work and mission of Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA), which has become a fa-
miliar phrase around here lately, 
as we put together hygiene or 
school kits for survivors of a di-
saster, or designate PDA as the 
recipient of a special off ering. 
As the emergency and refugee 
program of the PC(USA), PDA 

is funded primarily through the 
annual One Great Hour of Shar-
ing off ering, but is able to do 
much of its program work only 
with designated gifts and special 
off erings taken by congregations 
like ours. 

We’re glad that PDA is be-
coming familiar to members 
and visitors, as increased aware-
ness about local, national and 
international disasters and ways 
we can help is critical for sus-
tained and meaningful help. At 
the same time, when we hear a 
lot about PDA, it means there 
is another new natural disaster 
wreaking havoc on homes, com-
munities and lives…whether 
internationally, like the earth-

quakes in Haiti or Japan; 
nationally, like the fl ood-
ing and tornados of this 
past Spring in the South-

east; or locally, with Katrina still 
making an impact, 6 years later. 

Regardless of the frequency 
or location of the disaster, Saint 
Charles Avenue Presbyterian is 
committed to participating in 
fi rst response and recovery in 
every way we can. Th is is one 
of the ways God has used our 
experiences, post-Katrina: We 
know the devastation, hopeless-
ness and sustained need that a 
disaster brings – as well as the 
ensuing weeks, months, and 
years of continuing hardship 
that continues long after the tv 
cameras have left to cover newer 
travesties.

WORLD VISION 
SPONSORSHIP: 
COMING SOON

Third, the World 
Missions Committee is 

introducing another project this Fall, designed to 
enhance the understanding and encourage the par-
ticipation of the congregation in mission projects.  
World Vision, a non-denominational ministry that 
currently provides more fi nancial and practical 
help to those in need around the world than Red 
Cross, United Way or any government-sponsored 
aid program.  Th eir well-respected child sponsor-
ship program is a great way for us to get to know 

the circumstances and poverty overwhelming those 
in places like Sudan, India, Rwanda, Congo, Mon-
golia, Japan and North Korea – along with many, 
many others, including the United States.  Sunday, 
September 25th will be Hope Sunday at SCAPC: a 
day for members and visitors to learn more about the 
opportunity to sponsor a child 
with a small monthly contribu-
tion and, perhaps even more im-
portant, letters and small tokens 
that help keep hope alive.  Stay 
tuned for more information on 
this wonderful opportunity.
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If you and your family aren’t already familiar 
with the stories of the missionaries our church 
supports through the PC(USA)… I invite you to 
take a few minutes to get to know a little more 
about these journeys they are on, in four very dif-
ferent and unique settings.  In addition to these 
short descriptions, we maintain the latest infor-
mation on our website, continuously updated 
with their letters and pictures.  Th e World Mis-
sions Committee also keeps up the bulletin board 
outside the chapel, with a global map showing 
details about each missionary’s country and work 
– a great way to introduce your kids to these 
dedicated workers.  God calls us to participate 
in their work in many ways, with our fi nancial 
and prayer support… and, of course, they love to 
get your letters!  For individual addresses, see our 
website: www.scapc.org/mission/worldmission.  

World Missions
at SCAPC

by Kelly Hostetler

ROBERT GAMBLE
Robert Gamble is director of the non-profi t Th is Child 

Here and a minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA); 
he lives and works in Odessa, Ukraine with programs 
designed to help children move from street life to life 
in shelters, and from life in shelter to productive and 
healthy independent living. He works in partnership 
with the Odessa Charity Th e Way Home, a well recog-
nized agency, and a recipient of funding from UNICEF 
and the European Union. 

Bob Gamble’s life in Odessa came out of his response 
to the call of God, when he visited the Ukraine with a 
church he served as pastor in Florida.  Over a year and a 
half period, he gave up his parish ministry, moved to the 
Ukraine and started Th is Child Here.  In his own words:

Living here, I never get bored. Each day, I walk the 
streets or stick out my hand and ride in the cars of 
strangers (any personal vehicle can be a taxi). I can spend 
as little as $1.75 in a restaurant, or less on a street cor-
ner. I often feel the tingle of risk, the warmth of doing a 
good thing and the presence of God in both good times 

and bad. I am learning how much I can do, how much 
I can feel, how to let go of stuff  I have lost and move on 
following mistakes, how to listen for wisdom and keep 
hope stubbornly alive. I know I cannot help every child, 
but I can help this child right here. 

I believe that many people would like to give to chil-
dren in need and know that the funds they give will be 
used wisely. Th is Child Here is a small and very personal 
non profi t organiza-
tion. We pledge to do 
our best on your be-
half with the funds you 
provide. “

For more infor-
mation, to see some 
amazing photographs, 
and to read his most 
recent newsletter, 
please visit his website: 
www.thischildhere.org.



DENNIS AND MARIBEL SMITH 
Dennis and Maribel Smith, along with their two 

sons, Lucas and Benjamin, began a new chapter of 
ministry in South America in January 2011.  Den-
nis serves as PC(USA) Regional Liaison for Argen-
tina, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay. Maribel serves 
in ministry in the home and will continue her vol-
unteer work as part of a network that treats post-
traumatic stress and seeks alternatives to violence.

From their home in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Dennis and Maribel hope to continue to practice 
the gift of hospitality that so enriched their lives in 
Guatemala. “Our home is known as the Hotel Smith 
Pérez,” comments Maribel. “Over the decades we’ve 
had the privilege of welcoming hundreds of people 
into our home — especially young people. Help-

ing guests discover 
how and where 
God is present in 
our homeland has 
been a special gift. 
Now, in Argentina, 
we hope to join our 
guests in discover-
ing a new world.”

 “Th e PC(USA) 
has been engaged 
in mission in this 
region for over 150 
years,” Dennis states. “We have more than a dozen 
mission partners who have strong and vibrant min-
istries.”

DRS. LES AND CINDY MORGAN
Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan have been 

serving as missionaries for the PC(USA) 
in Bangladesh since 1989. Th ey have been 
health advisors for the Church of Bangla-
desh (COB), stationed at Christian Mis-
sion Hospital (CMH) in Rajshahi for 
over a decade.  Now living in Dhaka, the 
Morgans travel back and forth to Rajshahi 
once or twice a month to work at CMH 
– an 80-bed facility that serves Muslims, 
Hindus, and Christians. Patients come to 
CMH because of its reputation for com-

passionate care for the sick. Th e hospital’s nursing school has a 
four-year training course with 60 students who are learning to 
serve the sick in Christ’s name.

Th e Morgans have made a 14-minute video about their ministry in 
Bangladesh. For a free copy on DVD, go to www.pcusa.org/ministries/
missionconnections/morgan-leslie-and-cynthia

MINISTRY AND LOSS FOR THE 
MORGANS 

In September of 2007, the Morgans’ young-
est, Everett, was diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma 
while working toward his undergraduate degree 
in psychology. After 15 months of chemotherapy 
and radiation treatment at the MD Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston, Texas, Everett died on 
December 27, 2008, at the age of 23.  After a short 
leave of absence, the Morgans returned to Ban-
gledesh, where they continue their ministry.  Th e 
following is an excerpt from a short letter written 
by Les Morgan in April of 2009, not long after 
Everett’s death:  

Although I will take to Bangladesh the deep wound 
of my son’s death, I pray that God will teach me once 
again to raise my arms in praise to Him, like the 
small dogwood tree we planted over Everett’s ashes. 
With God’s help, both the tree and I will fi nd our 
way to the light. We will do it together, in memory of 
Everett.  Yours, Les

JO ELLA HOLMAN
In keeping with SCAPC’s commitment to the church 

and people of Cuba, we recently began to support Jo 
Ella Holman, whose ministry focuses on churches in 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica and the Cay-
man Islands, Curacao, Grenada and Trinidad & To-
bago.

 “God has provided me the opportunity to live or 
work in many diff erent countries,” Jo Ella says, “and 
has given me a love for the church and for the people 
of God’s good earth.”  Jo Ella begins her duties with 
fl uency in Spanish and French.  She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in both languages, and a Master’s in Education 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
and a Master of Divinity from Duke University Divin-
ity School.

Having worked with PC(USA) partner churches in 
the Caribbean for a number of years, Jo Ella has a deep 
appreciation for this region and its churches, many of 
which are challenged by poverty, oppression and injus-
tice.  “I have been touched by the warmth and joy of 
the people who, 
despite these 
hardships, have 
remained faith-
ful to the love 
of God in Jesus 
Christ and are a 
sign of hope in 
their communi-
ties,” she says.
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Bob Smith, chair of the Prop-
erty Committee, is a skilled mo-
tivator of his committee members 
and of church staff.  He dangles 
bar-b-que and breakfast goodies 
in front of them and accomplishes 
just what he wants!

When THE WALL came tum-
bling down between the Land 
Building yard and its riverside 
neighbor, Bob worked with 
Wayne Willcox to first determine 
who owned the pile of bricks, and 
then what to do about it.  The re-
sult, necessitated by the fact that 
the wall did, in fact, belong to us, 
is one hundred feet of new cedar 
fencing, seven feet high.  Bob and 
Wayne agreed that such a fence 
has a longer life expectancy if 
it is waterproofed in some way.  
Hence, Bob put on his Tom Saw-
yer hat and called for his buddies 

to have some fun.
Joining in were Property Com-

mittee members Carla Fishman, 
Sydney Lawder, Frances McCall 
and George Wilson; Kyle Focht,  
Keflyn Fransen and Wayne Will-
cox from the church staff; and 
Wendy Kilroy and Keflyn’s hus-
band, Matthew, from the Nursery 
School.  In a matter of four hours, 
between muffins and coffee at the 
start and Voodoo Bar-B-Que to 
wrap up, not only was the fence 
(and a few of the participants) 
thoroughly coated with a preser-
vative, but patio furniture received 

a new coat of black paint.  
Wayne stayed atop his lad-
der, as did Sydney on her 
inverted bucket.   Bob and 
Carla uncoiled themselves 
from their ground-level 
positions with only a few 
creaks and moans, and 

Frances plugged in wherever she 
could reach.  Keflyn and Matthew 
worked mostly on the Nursery 
School yard section, coating the 
new dismissal gate area.

What we learned is that Wendy, 
who teaches music in the Nursery 
School, and Carla share a friend-
ship of many years with Jim, 
Wendy’s father-in-law; that Bob 
is a great estimator and organizer 
of materials; that Wayne is un-
daunted by heights; that George 
Wilson likes to go to the office on 
Saturdays to avoid just this sort 
of thing but is more than happy 
to keep folks well nourished; and 
that Kyle and Sydney share a love 
of their home state of Texas and 
its many  bar-b-que joints.  All 
were reminded that any mundane 
task is easier, and can actually be 
great fun, when undertaken in the 
company of friends.

Tom Sawyer 
Day at SCAPC
by Sydney T. Lawder

Bob Smith putting stain on the play yard fence.

Frances McCall makes sure that every inch of 
the fence gets coated so it will last forever.
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VBS
by Peggy Crain

May 31 through June 5, 
2011 we celebrated Vacation 
Bible School here at SCAPC.  
Th e “Shake It Up Café” was 
open and doing a rocking busi-
ness!  Th e campers learned that 
we need to “Be ready,” “Give 
happily,” ”Believe with all your 
heart,” “Remember God loves 
you,” and “Celebrate forever!”  
Chef Basil and his assistant, 
Scraps, along with Chip and 
Chef Gourmando, introduced 
and reinforced our daily themes 
as well as provided comic relief.  

In art, the kids made chef 
hats, recipe boxes, “milk 
shakes” out of diff erent mate-
rials, picture frames, “fortune 
cookies,” coasters and napkin 
rings.  Creativity was the name 
of the week!!!

Th e campers enjoyed 
so many activities:  the 

rock wall, relay games, and 
eating snowballs (YUM!!).  
Th e older campers got to 
go on a couple of fi eld trips.  
First they went to the Sec-
ond Harvesters Food Bank 
to sort food.  Many children 
in the area don’t always get 
regular meals, as the school 
cafeterias are closed during 
the summer months.  Sec-
ond Harvesters Food Bank 
sees an increase in demand 
for food during this time.  
Th e 3rd Graders and Youth 
Helpers also went to the 
Jr. League Th rift Store and 
helped out there.

Science saw the campers 
making butter, ice cream 
and exploring electrical cur-
rent (nothing shocking hap-
pening there, though!).

Campers young and old 

alike enjoyed the music for 
this year’s VBS.  We shook 
it up with the “Shake It Up” 
theme song and rocked out 
on “Let’s Get Cooking!”  
We loved our more mellow 
songs, too, such as “Give 
Th anks” and “Believe in 
God, Believe in Me.”

Th e closing ceremony 
was the piece de resistance!  
Every group got a chance 
to get up and sing for their 
parents.  Many 2nd and 3rd 
grade campers and some 
of the youth told us about 
things we learned and did at 
VBS this week.  A good time 
was had by all and the kids 
truly left happy campers!!

On Sunday, June 5, the 
VBS campers began the fi rst 
of our Summer Sunday ser-
vices for us, singing a few of 
the tunes they learned over 
the week.
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Mary Dewitt Dukes
by Leon Hinson

Mary, Mary, how 
does your garden 
grow?  Quite well, 
thank you.

It has been about four years 
since St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian 
Church began its relationship with 
James Weldon Johnson School.  
How we as a church community 
got there is a combination of the 
Community Ministries Commit-
tee’s commitment to improving 
education in New Orleans and 
RHINO building homes on Ferry 
Place.  Ferry Place and the school 
are in the same general neighbor-
hood and share the same demo-
graphics.

Ferry Place is located in the Pi-
geon Town neighborhood.  Mary 
DeWitt Dukes lives close by in the 
Carrollton – Riverbend Neigh-
borhood.  Knowing that the New 
Orleans region bounded by Car-
rollton Ave., the river, Jeff erson 
Parish and Claiborne Ave. suff ered 
socio-economically, Mary DeWitt 
felt the church could do more in 
the area besides building houses.  

Because of her participation with 
neighborhood associations on 
behalf of RHINO and the Com-
munity Ministries Committee 
(CMC), she knew about the seri-
ous needs and lack of just about 
everything the neighborhood 
schools have.

Once CMC became aware of the 
Johnson School’s plight the com-
mittee determined it was a school 
that warranted SCAPC support.  
Th rough the eff orts of Janet Bean, 
Frieda McGregor and others, 
CMC established a supportive 
relationship with James Weldon 
Johnson School.  One volunteer 
program they initiated was read-

ing to and tutoring the students.  
It was through this program that 
Mary DeWitt became directly in-
volved with the school and the stu-
dents.

A little over two years ago, Mary 
DeWitt began reading and tutor-
ing at Johnson.  Th ere was an ex-
isting butterfl y garden in the pre-
school playground that a member 
of the community had built for the 
children to work in.  Th e lady who 
built the garden had to go out of 
town for a while, so Mary DeWitt 
took over watering the garden with 
the children.  Th e school leaders 
decided to build three vegetable 
gardens to teach children about 

Mary DeWitt Dukes, a volunteer for the community garden, shows J.W. Johnson students the 
proper technique for planting fruits and vegetables.
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gardening and nutrition.  From a 
report made by the school princi-
pal to neighborhood associations 
on how successful the gardens were 
rooted (pun intended), the idea of 
a community/school yard garden 
grew.  The community garden was 
designed with input from school 
leaders and community residents.  
James Weldon Johnson School was 
chosen as the site to build the gar-
den.

Megan Burns, a graduate stu-
dent at Tulane, began volunteer-
ing with James Weldon Johnson 
about the time Mary DeWitt did.  
Both these ladies spearheaded the 
community garden project.   With 
grants received from Soldiers of 
Love (John Wade, SCAPC mem-
ber), Tulane University for a water 
retention system and Keep Loui-
siana Beautiful, they were able 
to obtain many resources needed 
to build the garden.  Other lo-
cal businesses contributing along 
the way are Jacques-Imos, Bayou 
Trees, Oak Street Café, Coca Cola 
Company and Parkway Partners.

Mary DeWitt 
and Megan sched-
uled the first vol-
unteer workday 
in December to 
plant trees along 
the street where 
the garden is.  On 
the next workdays 
in February and 
April, volunteers 
filled all the raised 
beds that were 
erected with soil, 
constructed plat-
forms for setting 
the water retention 
barrels, and set barrels on the plat-
forms and plumbed them together 
into a water retention system.  Vol-
unteers came from St. Charles Ave. 
Presbyterian, Tulane University, 
Johnson parents and the surround-
ing neighborhood.

This past May, Mary DeWitt ac-
companied the school’s children 
on an invitational trip to the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion to plant a but-
terfly garden.  The horticulturist 

there commented that 
it was the only group 
of children he had seen 
that actually knew how 
to plant and who were 
more interested in plant-
ing than eating.  The 
children would not stop 
until all the plants were 
properly planted.

What else is left to do?  

The balance of the summer will 
be spent keeping all plants alive in 
the midst of drought.  After our 
workday in April, Catholic Chari-
ties completed assembling the re-
mainder of the raised beds and will 
build the compost bin.  The beds 
will need to be filled with soil but 
that will happen in cooler weath-
er.  The compost bins will be used 
once school starts again.  So there 
will be volunteer opportunities at 
least until year’s end.

Mary DeWitt is proud of and 
impressed with the kids.  Her first 
gardeners are going into the fourth 
grade.  They are planting at home 
and sharing what they are learn-
ing.  The teachers and neighbors 
are also beginning to grow vegeta-
bles and flowers.  With the help of 
Parkway Partners, we plan to have 
tree plantings around the neigh-
borhood.

“I planted everything. 
I love it because it’s fun 
to plant and I like to 
eat strawberries, 
tomatoes, cucumbers 
and beans.”

Ivory Ballard
If you would like to get involved with this project 

or others like it, please contact the church office at 
events@scapc.org or (504) 897-0101.

Show of the newest batch of strawberries from Paige 
Jefferson, Tiara Langston and Eric Tyler’s class.

All photos taken by Eliot Kamenitz of The Times-Picayune
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Th ere are three parts to this sum-
mary of our recent trip to Cuba: 
what we saw; what we found; and 
what we learned.

WE SAW
Since we had never been to Cuba, 

we were quite unsure as to what to 
expect.   Upon landing in Havana 
many passengers with a Cuban con-
nection began cheering.   As we de-
parted customs we saw families that 
had been patiently waiting for their 
loved ones to walk out and upon see-
ing them crying and hugging them.  
Our bus driver (Yoel Santiago) was 
waiting for our group of seven and 
after loading 16 huge suitcases plus 
carry-ons onto the bus we departed 
for our 2 hour drive to Varadero.    
Our fi rst impression of the country 
was that it was a very poor country, 
but an unbelievable country.  

When we arrived at the church 
where we were staying we were 
greeted with open arms by their 
pastor (Joel Dopico) and several 
church members.   Dinner was sim-

ple but elegant and we had a chance 
to visit with our new friends.  We 
must note that neither of us was 
able to speak or understand Span-
ish, but we were able to communi-
cate.  

Th e next morning we piled into 
the bus and were off  to visit several 
sites and people.  We went to a lit-
tle league fi eld and met with their 
coach.  Th e fi eld was nothing more 
than a dried up piece of ground 
with 4 dirt mounds for bases.  We 
had brought some baseball uni-
forms, gloves, bats, and balls with 
us for them and the coach was so 
appreciative that he gave us a box 
of mangos from his garden as a gift.  
We inquired if there was anything 
that the team needed, and he said it 
would be nice if they could acquire 
some bases.   Th ey are on their way 
to him! 

Our next stop was to another 
church, where we met Carli, a 
young blind man (blind since birth) 
who sang, played the guitar, and 
drums.  Unfortunately he did not 
own any drum sticks and played the 

drums with 2 Bic ink pens.  When 
we asked him if there was anything 
that he needed, he replied, “a set of 
drumsticks would be nice”; they are 
also on their way to him.

We met Melanie, a precious 
blind 4 year old girl whose mother 
abandoned her, and she was be-
ing raised by her grandparents in a 
shack.   Th is child had absolutely 
no form of a normal childhood 
nor any form of possessions that a 
child deserves.  After talking to Joel 
Dopico we came up with the idea 
of getting her a portable CD player 
with speakers, and children’s music; 
it’s also on its way.  Continuing our 
ride through this cluster of shacks 
we saw a young boy taking a bath 
in a 5 gallon bucket.

Th e next day we headed to Carde-
nas to El Fuerte, a church that 
SCAPC has supported for over 20 
years, where we were again warmly 
received.   One of our fi rst stops was 
to a neurological hospital, where 
the director was overjoyed with the 
signifi cant amount of medical sup-
plies that they had previously re-
quested us to bring, and we kept our 

Cuba Mission Trip
by Janet and Th omas Favrot

SCAPC Mission Team delivering baseball equipment 
donated by the University of Mississippi Baseball Team.
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promise.  We toured the hospital 
and saw total parent participation 
with their children, with a staff that 
was completely dedicated to their 
job.

We went to a children’s mission 
that SCAPC also supports.  This 
mission was located in the back 
yard of one of the families in this 
small cluster of homes.   This back-
yard mission consisted of a slab, 
with a metal roof, and 50 plastic 
chairs.  We were treated to a mu-
sic program by the children as well 
having the opportunity to interact 
with their parents.  It was truly a 
memorable evening.

Back at El Fuerte we had brought 
water testing equipment to check 
the purity of their well.  The water 
from the well came out perfectly 
clear, but upon testing it the water 
turned black, which showed major 
bacterial problems with their 
water supply.  We know that this 
is not an isolated occurrence in 
Cuba.  Even though local resi-
dents have built a resistance to 
some of the parasites in the wa-
ter, several children were actual-
ly in the hospital suffering from 
the effects of drinking the water.  
It is our goal to pursue the pos-
sibility of installing a Living Wa-

ter System that would 
give the church and the 
surrounding commu-
nity potable drinking 
water.  

We had the pleasure 
of spending an evening 
with enthusiastic mem-
bers (both young and 
old) at El Fuerte at the 
church where we blew 
bubbles, played a game 
with a ball, sang songs, 

prayed and had a great time, in 
spite of the fact that we still nei-
ther spoke nor understood Spanish!   
There was a 91 year old member 
who asked us to take his picture 
because he had never seen a photo-
graph of himself.  When we showed 
him the picture on the camera he 
was all smiles.  Copies of the pic-
ture are on their way to him.

Our last stop was in Havana 
where we stayed at a Convent.  Yoel 
Santiago was still with us, and we 
asked him to join us for a buffet 
supper at the Hotel National where 
we witnessed him eat like a horse, 
with a smile from ear to ear.  It was 
evident that he had ever had the 
opportunity to eat this much.  Joel 
Dopico was also with us and told us 
that he had stayed in the Convent 3 
years ago for the first time.  When 
he got to his room he noticed a tub 

so he took a bubble bath because he 
had never had a chance to do this 
before.  Tubs are rare in Cuba…
cold showers are plentiful.

WE FOUND
Cuba is an incredibility beauti-

ful country.  It is also an extremely 
poor country where most of the 
residents have basically nothing.  
There is something wrong with a 
society where doctors earn $40.00 a 
month while hospitality personnel 
(waiters, guides, etc.)  can earn over 
$500.00 a month due to tips from 
tourists. The people of Cuba are not 
only friendly, they are genuinely the 
salt of the earth.  They neither ask 
for nor expect the material things 
that we take for granted.

WE LEARNED
Even though our group made a 

difference to the people we met, 
our one week in Cuba was the most 
humbling and life changing week 
of our lives.  If a small group of sev-
en from SCAPC could make such a 
difference to the people whose lives 
we touched, just think what all of 
the other members of SCAPC who 
have come before us have done for 
the people in Cuba over the last 
twenty plus years.   There is still 

so much more that we need 
to and can do for them.  We 
learned that you can travel to 
a country where there are so 
many unknowns, think out-
side of the box, and actually 
want to return the next year 
to do more than you did be-
fore.  SCAPC is in a position 
to make a difference! 

Gifts of sewing supplies for the PW Sewing Circle.

Our sisters of El Fuerte Church.
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