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One of the greatest aspects about New Orleans is a native awareness 
that life need not be rushed – an insistence, if you will, on the existential.  
I am reminded here of my father and his mealtime admonishment, 
whenever my siblings and I would eat too fast, to slow down:  “Eating 
is an experience,” he would say…and he wasn’t even from here. 

Slow down, be “in the moment;” we do that well around here, 
certainly better than denizens of a hustle and bustle city obsessed with 
“what’s next.”

I think Jesus is on our side here, wholeheartedly concurring with 
our predilection for the present.  He once advised his followers not 
to worry about the next day – that it is enough to focus on the day at 
hand (Matthew 6:25ff).  Learn to be content with what you have, he 
taught.  

I’m probably the only minister in America who’s ever quoted 
comedian George Carlin, but here goes.  Getting serious for a change, Carlin once observed the irony that 
we Americans “spend more, but have less; buy more, but enjoy less.

“We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less time.
“We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge but less judgment, more experts yet more problems, 

more medicine, but less wellness.
“We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life.  We’ve added years to life, not life to years.
“We’ve learned to rush, but not to wait.
“Remember,” he concluded, “life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments 

that take our breath away.”
(Amen, Brother Carlin!)
Liturgically-based congregations such as ours appreciate the present.  We take time faithfully to follow the 

Christian seasons of the year.  Presently we are in the season of Easter.  Next on the calendar are the Sundays 
of Trinity and Pentecost, followed by a host of Sundays leading to Christ the King.  Then, we’re back into 
Advent and a whole new year.

Ours is a walk, a slow and steady walk.  Each step is potentially filled with meaning, each day, moment, 
another opportunity to live in the present.  

To paraphrase my father, “life is an experience.”  It is also sacred.
Take it in.  Love it, savor it, relish it.
Take time to experience the holy.  

Faithfully,

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends,
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Members of the SCAPC West Carrollton Study 
Group continue to explore ways to improve 
the quality of life for our neighbors in the West 
Carrollton area.  Chaired by Mary DeWitt 
Dukes, and with staff leadership provided by Don 
Frampton and Avery Strada, the nine-member 
ministry team meets regularly to examine current 
initiatives in the Carrollton area and in other parts 
of the city, and to identify community needs.  
Central to this effort is a review of programs 
already underway around the city which may 
help the team identify our best path for making 
a difference.

While our church has been active in the 
Carrollton area for many years, most recently 
through our building work with Habitat For 
Humanity, SCAPC has no current program of 
sustainable engagement in this highly-populated 
yet under-served community.

Potential areas of support and engagement under 
study now include: health services, pre-school 
education and child care, continuing education 
programs, opportunities to assist the elderly, and 
entrepreneurship... although team members stress 
that other options for support may also emerge.  
The target geographic area for potential support 
is Monticello Avenue to Leonidas Street and Oak 
Street to Claiborne Avenue.  We anticipate that 
the study phase of our work will continue for 
several more months, before an appropriate plan 
of action is fully developed and presented to the 
session.

For more information about this exciting new 
mission, please contact Mary DeWitt Dukes 
at mddukes2@aol.com or Avery Strada at 
avery@scapc.org.

SCAPC Study Team Continues 
Research of West Carrollton Needs
by Greg J. Beuerman
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News Flash:  “Life has returned to the 
Congregation!”  After 18 months of suspended 
activities due to construction, the SCAPC 
calendar is filling up again, and it’s fun for the 
whole congregation.  This also provides renewed 
mission and ministry to your Congregational Life 
Ministry Team, who are excited to serve in various 
ways.

First, a variety of delicious treats await 
worshippers after both the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
worship services in Frampton Fellowship Hall.  
Based on the large turnouts, the people have voted 
a resounding “yes” to the likes of Geoff Snodgrass’s 
pates, Julia Reed’s pimento cheese, and, of course, 
Blue Dot donut holes (we go through 20 dozen 
per Sunday).  In short, this is not your parents’ 

post-church lemonade and sandwich cookies.  
Second, Wednesday Night Out (WNO) is 

increasingly full of lively church members, 
RHINO volunteers, families, and guests.  For 
$8.00 per adult, it is the best dinner deal in town! 
Jim and Bonnie Hobden serve up wonderful meals 
each week.

And, finally, watch for the return of the Church 
Tennis Outing, the Sunday Jazz Brunch, and 
much more.

Psalm 133 begins, “How very good and pleasant 
it is when kindred live together in unity!”  We 
agree.  Don’t miss out on the rich communal life 
of SCAPC.  Enjoy the good life - Congregational 
Life!

Bringing Congregational Life to the 
Fellowship Hall Near You!
by Lilla Wright
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In 1986, St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church began a 25-year journey with the 
Graduate Equivalency Degree program (GED) 
under the guidance of Kit McKenzie, Patty 
Andrews and Marie Andrieu. For 13 years, 
the program served approximately 37 students 
annually.  The average student age was 24 and 
reflected a higher ratio of females to males. The 
average grade level upon entering the program 
was seventh grade. There were 33 graduates 
in the thirteen-year time frame. From 2000-
2002, Marie Andieu and Elaine Henry led the 
program. Carol Marshall served as a volunteer.

Since 2002, GED Program Director Elaine 
Henry and staff member Carol Marshall have 
done some great work, incorporating bi-monthly 
visits by LSU Nutrition Specialist, Emma Ramsey. 
They have coordinated five years of tutoring with 
Delgado Math Instructor Madelene Fulwiller; 
and four years of tutoring with dedicated Loyola 
students, SCAPC volunteers such as Ruth 
Hamilton (one year) and Bob Smith (two years) 
and our newest volunteer, Joe Sullivan (two years). 
There have been 48 GED graduates since 2000. 
Four additional students are preparing to test in 
April 2013.

In May 2005, 9 students received their GED. 
Spirits were high and the staff anticipated a strong 
fall semester... until August 29, 2005. However, 
in spite of post-Katrina obstacles, Carol Marshall 
returned to N.O. in January 2006.  Elaine Henry 
returned shortly thereafter. Both instructors 
sustained great personal loss, but were determined 
to rebuild SCAPC’s GED program in the aftermath 
of Katrina. 

Since Katrina, there have been fewer students 
in the GED programs around the city. City wide, 
GED staff members link student attrition rates 
to transportation difficulties, childcare issues, 
and conflicts between work and class schedules. 
Students frequently live in difficult environmental 

settings with limited 
or no support systems. 
The odds are stacked 
against their success; 
but their stories are 
compelling.

GED Ministry
by Ann Van Horn
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2000 - 2001
Naima Carter
Luis Contreras
Barbara Dowl
Earline Honore
Wendy Ivory
Richard Jones
Alexis Kardashian
Nanh Nguyen
Sharon Smith

2002 - 2003
Daniel Borden
Diana Dominquez
David Gooch
Dermy Moore
James Roberts
Sarah Stellate
Collin Stewart
Taquila Wallace

2004 — 2005
Stacy Alford
Jarett Davis
Jason Ford
Rose Gibson
Wilmol Harwell
David Jones
Jamie Pierce
Chelsea Sikes
Ulia Smith

2006 - 2007
John Applewhite
Michael Aucoin
Grady Hardy
Terrance Minor
Robert Peebles

2008 - 2009
Christine Moore
Emmy Osainach
Shvamlyn Valentine
Evan Walking

2010 - 2011
Connie Brown
Mikhail Bourgeois
Brenda Lewis
Robert Reisinger

2011 - 2012
Zachary Burkey
Scott Eagen
Herbert Lipscomb
Allison Murphy
Elizabeth Parker
Michael Willoz

2012 - 2013
Dagmar Jenkins
Michiko Manyshow
Kevin Midtbo

Students Scheduled
for Testing: 

Narita Brown
Susana Riojas
Luis Sierra

GED Recipients
1988 - 1999: 33
2000 - 2013: 48

SCAPC’s Program Graduate 
Equivalency Degree Recipients

Where are they noW?
Recent graduates Connie and 

Emmy are now following their dreams 
as second-year nursing students. 
Before finding our GED program, 
Patrick was told that he would never 
graduate from high school. He gave 
an inspirational address for his May 
2011 GED Commencement,  hosted 
by Loyola University. He met his 
goal of obtaining a better job and his 
Chauffeur’s license. Former student, 
Shvaralyn is now attending college. 
Manh is attending Notre Dame 
Seminary. Two students are pursuing 
musical careers. Allison is attending 
Tulane University and working in a 
law office. Although graduates number 
81, many more student lives have been 
positively impacted through increased 

proficiency levels in literacy, math and life skills.

Why are We Shutting doWn?
Implementation of new GED federal mandates 

on January 1, 2014 will bring sweeping reform, 
meant to standardize the industry. GED students 
must race to complete current testing by 
December 31, 2013 or lose all earned credits.

In response to these changes and after more 
than a year of prayer and thoughtful deliberation, 
Community Ministries has decided to close the 
GED program on May 31, 2013, after 25 years of 
partnership. Communities Ministries would like 
to thank Charlie King for his years of service on 
behalf of GED, Patricia Livingston who initiated 
a book drive post-Katrina to update their lending 
library, and Ann Van Horn (added by SCAPC 
staff) who has served as a dedicated liaison for the 
last three years. 

Elaine Henry and Carol Marshall, and many of 
our past and present students, will be recognized 
for their dedication and service in worship on 
Sunday, May 26. Please join us for this celebration.
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Fed by the Word
by Crorey Lawton

New Orleanians, perhaps better than anybody 
else in the nation, understand the simple fact that 
eating is more than just sustenance.  We talk about 
where we have eaten, where we are eating now, and 
where our next meal is going to be.  We compare 
notes, recipes, experiences and combinations… 
what other city has a food schedule to start the 
week? Red beans and rice on Monday, anyone? 

As with our bodies, our souls need feeding.  
Some of our ‘soul food’ comes in the form of our 
fellowship.  More of our spiritual food comes from 
the pulpit, as our clergy lead us in worship.  More 
still is available to sustain us through the amazing 
talents of the choir.  All of this works to feed our 
need for spiritual interaction.

But one of the most powerful forces of the Spirit 
is at work in the church through our small groups, 
when we get together to open the scriptures and 
open our hearts to the transformative power of 
God.  

In the past year, the offerings of St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church have been amazing.  
From a lecture series by Dr. Mark Labberton about 
the dangerous act of loving your neighbor, to the 
storytelling in the form of sermon and lecture by 
Dr. Harvey Cox, our visiting scholars series have 
brought a wealth of knowledge, wisdom and 
experience to our church.

From the discussion section on forgiveness and 
the Amish example of grace by John Galbraith and 
Larry Hamric, to the fantastic (ongoing) session on 
the 24 hours preceding Jesus’ death led by Maureen 
Herring and Cathy Franklin, the classes offered this 
year have been powerful works of the Holy Spirit.  
Our pastoral staff has invested incredible time and 
effort in developing classes to address the problem 
of evil, to investigate the earliest gospel, and even 
study the book of Romans, the most influential of 
Paul’s writings.  Through these classes, and through 
the efforts of both teachers and participants, 
the Holy Spirit has been working in our church 
to inspire, to teach, and to send us out into the 
world.  The teachers have worked diligently to help 
prepare us to follow the command in Jesus’ story of 
the Good Samaritan to ‘go, and do thou likewise’ 
(Luke 10:37).

Christian Education in our church gives us an 
opportunity to feed our souls, so that we are better 
able to go out into the world and do the work that 
Christ has commanded us to do.  

Come, join us, and feed your soul.  Join the 
class.  Participate.  Argue.  Pray for guidance.  Sign 
up to lead, to teach, to help our church feed its 
members.  It is our opportunity to see Christ, alive 
in our church.  Come.  Share our food.
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by April Weiser

Laughter fills the Frampton Fellowship Hall as tales 
of children’s antics are shared.   Bodies are nourished 
over simple potluck breakfasts.  Compassion and 
comfort are found in the honest sharing of the 
challenges of being a mother and wife.  Souls are fed 
on God’s Word.  Knowledge is gained in the act of 
collective study and discussion.  Support is provided 
for families with new babies.  Perhaps best of all, 
friends are made in the sharing of lives, both joys and 
struggles.

Last fall, our church brought together a new group 
for fellowship, parenting education, Bible study and 
so much more.  MOMs: the Ministry of Mothers.  
Our attendees are mothers of children ages birth 
through kindergarten.  We meet twice a month, 
enjoying the pleasure of the company of women in 
the same time of life – company we can enjoy while 
our children are with a loving church nursery sitter.  
What a blessing to have good conversation without 
constant interruption!  Don’t get me wrong, we all 
love our children dearly (and often discuss them).  
However, it is nice to be with our girlfriends, putting 
our own needs first for once.  This time together helps 
us return to our children renewed and encouraged.

Our attendees come from diverse backgrounds and  
range from their twenties to their forties.  We host 
stay at home moms, part-time employees, even full-
time employees (with flexibility in their schedule), 
and even moms who join for the duration of their 
maternity leave.  Many are members of SCAPC, but 

they bring their friends, too.
Typically, we meet on the second and fourth 

Tuesdays of the month from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
Newborns are welcome to stay with mom.  We have 
a breakfast and fellowship at the beginning of each 
meeting.  Our first meeting of the month, we use the 
Presbyterian Woman’s Bible study.  At our second 
meeting, we watch an entertaining and insightful 
parenting video, followed by guided discussion.  We 
enjoyed an evening Christmas party and hope to have 
future social events as well.

Our goal is to be inclusive of all moms who are 
raising young children.  Parenting young children 
is challenging, rewarding and very overwhelming.  
A support community is essential for moms in this 
demanding time of life.  To that end, we would love 
to create a second group next fall to meet the schedule 
of the traditional working moms.  If you would be 
interested in either of these groups, as a member or 
leader, please let us know.

For more information on our MOM’s 
Group, email April Weiser, MOM’s 
Coordinator at adweiser@cox.net
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I fail at Lent every year. This is frustrating to 
me, especially because I always look forward 
to the forty days of preparation for Easter. I 
imagine during the chaotic Carnival Season 
that I can start fresh and lead a disciplined 
life during Lent. I will get up a half hour 
earlier, read a daily devotional, swim a few 
extra laps, give up Diet Coke, set aside 
twenty minutes in the middle of the day 
for prayer and meditation, restrict my wine 
consumption, turn the TV off by 8 p.m., and 
devote two hours each evening to non-work-
related study. In short, I will prove to God and to 
myself that I can be a better person. Naturally, I fail.

I fail because I take on too much. But even if I 
were to focus on achieving only one of these goals, 
I would never be satisfied with my performance. If I 
were to concentrate on, say, getting up at 5:30 a.m. 
every morning, I would fault myself for the several 
times that I “overslept” by ten or fifteen minutes. And 
even if I succeeded in sticking to the jump-out-of-
bed-at-5:30 regimen for a whole forty days, I would 
still feel inferior to those people I know who arise at 
4:00 a.m. every single day of the year and accomplish 

amazing things while I am still asleep. The bottom 
line is that whether I try to change myself in one way 
or in many, I let myself down. 

What is it that I am doing wrong? Why is it that 
even when I manage to forego Diet Coke for forty 
days, I am not satisfied? I want desperately to feel 
God’s love for me, but all I really feel when I am 
honest with myself is self-hatred. I understand that 
Lent is intended as a time of testing, when we are 
challenged to say “No” to what tempts us the most. 
Maybe, just maybe, the problem with me is that I 

Failing at Lent: It’s A Good Thing
by Beth Poe

Beth shares with admirable 
honesty the struggle we all have 
to accept God’s grace.
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have never truly acknowledged in my heart what my 
real temptation is and where it is coming from.

The fundamental temptation for me is not Diet 
Coke or even wine: it is, 
paradoxically, my desire to be 
a better person. In this I am 
not unique. I am Eve, every 
woman, indeed every human 
being. Her story is my personal 
story, but also our collective 
story. The temptation for her 
was not the apple per se —
there were apples galore in Paradise. The temptation 
was to make herself a more experienced, wiser, more 
independent person, to establish herself as a leader, 
to prove herself capable of making decisions and of 
serving as a role model for others. In a word, she 
aspired to be “Super-Eve”. And what is wrong with 
having ambitions? Hasn’t God put us here to be the 
very best people we can be? Does he not want us to 
live up to our full potential? 

But the Bible makes clear that the temptation 
for Eve to better herself is not coming from God 
but from the serpent. The serpent in the Genesis 
account finds its twentieth-first century equivalent 
in what we call “Culture” the voices of people, 
media, and money constantly challenging us to work 
longer hours, get richer, strive for promotions, run 
marathons, rear exceptional children, etc., with the 
expectation that our success will make us feel good 
about ourselves and others. Successes of this kind, 
however, invariably breed more envy and distrust 
than love and acceptance, and they certainly never 
make us feel better. They are never enough. Success 
itself is a persistent temptation, an addiction that can 
never be satisfied.

From Eve we learn that we are predisposed to 
succumb to the temptation to set ourselves up as little 
gods. But from Jesus we learn that we can resist this 
most basic of all temptations. How ironic that God 
had to make himself human to teach us to be content 
with our own humanity! Like us during Lent, Jesus 

spent forty days being tempted. He kept hearing a 
voice encouraging him to show what he could do, 
a voice promising him wealth, power, fame, a voice 

urging him to prove himself, 
to give evidence of his super-
human abilities.  But, Jesus 
did not do what the voice 
was goading him to do (even 
though he could have) because 
he knew that this was NOT 
the voice of God.  He knew 
what God’s voice sounded like 

because he had just heard it, at his baptism, when 
God had declared for all to hear, “This is my beloved 
son with whom I am well pleased.” With those 
beautiful words still ringing in his ears, Jesus could 
withstand the tempter’s cajoling, confident that God 
accepted him as he was and did not expect any more 
of him than to be his dear child.

Through the example of his forty-day ordeal, Jesus 
offers us some practical lessons on how to resist 
temptation, not only during Lent but throughout 
the year. We can turn to Scripture for support (three 
times he replies to the tempter, “It is written…”); we 
can set our sights on the spiritual over the material (as 
he says, “One does not live by bread alone”); we can 
put our trust in God and God alone (“Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him”); we can refuse 
to compete (“Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test”). All of this is possible as long as we hold the 
sound of God’s loving voice in our heart above all, 
not allowing it to be drowned out by the world. 

“I want desperately to feel 
God’s love for me, but all I 
really feel when I am honest 
with myself is self-hatred.”

How did your Lenten journey bring you 
closer to God? Did it allow you to hear 
God’s voice more clearly?  Let us know 

- we’d like to share your experience 
with our next issue’s readers!  Email 

kelly@scapc.org or frampton@scapc.org.
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Mission to Cuba
by Renee Peck
On weekday mornings, dozens of residents, carrying 

an array of empty containers, arrive by foot, cart or 
bicycle at El Fuerte Presbyterian Church in Cardenas, 
Cuba. They wait patiently in line to fill their bottles 
with clean water at a white porcelain outdoor sink, 
linked to a Living Waters of the World purification 
system installed last May by members of St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. 

In the first six months, El Fuerte distributed 
about 136,000 gallons of clean water to community 
residents. That’s 740 gallons a day, or 60 gallons an 
hour.

In November, a second SCAPC team traveled to 
Cardenas to install a similar water system at Juan G. 
Hall, a sister church on the other side of this dusty 
town where the most common mode of transportation 
is still by horse-drawn carriage.

While one group helped church members build the 
actual system of pumps and filters, another taught 
church leaders how to instruct local residents in the 
safe handling and proper use of the newly purified 
water to be distributed to the community.

Two days later, when the time came to test the 
system, several hundred residents turned out to toast 
the occasion – with small paper cups filled with clear, 
clean water from their own Juan G. Hall spigot. It 
was a moment that united Americans and Cubans in 
a way none will forget.

Juan G. Hall now offers clean water three days a 
week, twice a day, to the community. As of January, 
it had produced 17,313 gallons of water, giving out 
3,000 liters each day, to an average of 100 people in 
the morning and 90 in the evening.

SCAPC is sending a third team to Cuba in May to 
assure sustainability of the two systems.  There are 
many more Cuban institutions in need of this life-
sustaining gift. 

And the biggest recipients of Living Waters?  Not 
those who live in Cuba, but those who travel there. 
It is an experience that grows our faith and changes 
our priorities.

For more information on mission trips 
to Cuba, email Renee Peck

at renee@nolavie.com.



Spring 2013 | 13

Be a Guiding Light for RHINO
by Dave White

RHINO volunteers return to their homes 
from New Orleans with all kinds of things.  
One woman added a large “rescue” dog to 
a van-load of volunteers for the trip home.  
A group went back to Massachusetts after a 
Carnival week mission with more than 200 
beads which were eagerly snatched up by 
their home church members the next Sunday!

In addition to 
trinkets or treasure, 
RHINOs all take with 
them memories of their 
mission and uplifted 
spirits for having helped 
rebuild hope in New 
Orleans.  Our visiting 
RHINOS do most of 
the heavy lifting on 
Habitat sites and with 
other projects; they get much of their spiritual 
nourishment from the encouragement of 
participating SCAPC members.

One important way we supply that spiritual 
nourishment is by giving tours of the city to 
the volunteers.  As a group leader said recently, 
“Now we really know why we came.  The tour 
showed us what volunteers have done and 
what we still need to do in Christ’s name.”  
Another leader dropped a note saying, “My 
faith was restored by seeing what’s being 
done, but also by the pure joy 
of your church, especially 
our tour guide.”

Whether you’re a 
native New Orleanian 
or a six-month 
“newbie”, there’s no 
better way to learn 
about your city than 

to guide eager visitors through its low spots 
and high hopes.  It’s what RHINO tour 
guides do—for themselves, for SCAPC and, 
most of all, for volunteers who come here to 
help our neighbors.  They point out contrasts 
between the ruined and the new, and provide 
a context for their mission.

“I wondered why it was such a big deal to 
rebuild a city that was 
mostly in a swamp 
to begin with,” said 
a volunteer from the 
upper Midwest.  “Now 
I know how important 
New Orleans really 
is, and not just to the 
people who live here.  
It’s a REALLY big 
deal.”

RHINO needs volunteer tour guides.  We 
invite you to join the corps of guides who 
inform and inspire our visitors.  We furnish 
maps, materials and training.  All we ask of 
you is 2 to 2 ½  hours every two to three 
weeks, usually Thursday afternoons, but 
sometimes Monday mornings.  You may drive 
your own vehicle or ride in theirs.  Call Avery 
at (504) 891-0101 ext. 111 or Dave White at 
(504) 366-2816.  Our RHINOs will be glad 

you did—and so will you.

“My faith was restored by 
seeing what’s being done, 
but also by the pure joy of 
your church, especially our 

tour guide.”
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This past March I was incredibly fortunate to be 
a Delegate at the 57th Session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women at the United Nations 
(UNCSW 57) in New York City. The Presbyterian 
Church USA (PCUSA) delegation was comprised of 
70 people from around the world. The majority of 
the Presbyterian delegation was made up of members 
of Presbyterian Women (PW), who have long been 
present at these meetings to share the concerns of 
women from around the world.

This year, I was included in a delegation of ten 
young women who received full merit scholarships 
from the Young Women’s Leadership Development 
program to attend the event. Young Women’s 
Leadership Development (YWLD) is a national 
ministry of the Presbyterian Mission Agency within 
Women’s Ministries. The office of Young Women’s 
Leadership Development provides resources and 
programs for young adult women ages 18 – 35 
who are considering leadership opportunities in the 
church.

As young women, we were able to participate in 
the proceedings and provide a valuable perspective 
to the intergenerational conversation. The entire 
Presbyterian delegation folded into the Ecumenical 
Women’s Coalition, an advocacy team of global 
Protestant faith-based women’s organizations.

The UNCSW 57 is a yearly meeting where 
representatives from the 45 member states of the 
Commission on the Status of Women

gather at United Nations headquarters 
to evaluate progress on gender equality, 
identify challenges, set global standards 
and formulate concrete policies to 
promote gender equality and women’s 
empowerment worldwide. Through 
this dialog with Presbyterians and other 
attendees, the Commission sets its global 
policy on women’s issues, under the 
United Nations Economic and Social 
Council. 

This year’s UNCSW 57 theme was 
eliminating all forms of violence against 
women and girls, and was attended 

by 6,000 delegates representing over 800 non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). Through 
advocacy training and activism,  attending United 
Nations events, panel discussions, small group 
gatherings and worship services, the PCUSA 
delegation and Ecumenical Women’s Coalition 
was able to learn 1) about the cultural, social and 
economic plight of our sisters in the United States 
and around the world, 2) how to advocate on behalf 
of the women who were not able to attend, and 3) 
about concrete ways we could bring information 
to our own churches and communities to eradicate 
violence against women and children.

It was an incredibly moving week full of prayer, 
action and listening, and I’m so grateful to have been 
a part of it. The voices of Presbyterian and Ecumenical 
women played a vital role as the United Nations 

SCAPC and PC-USA 
at the United Nations 
Commission on the 
Status of  Women
by Askala Harris
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outlined its international approach to women’s issues 
– specifically it’s efforts to eliminate and prevent all 
forms of violence against women and girls. Among 
the group, young Presbyterian women will serve as 
the eyes, ears, and voice of their generation.

Presbyterians have been an instrumental voice at 
the United Nations since its charter in 1945. Since 
that time, many Presbyterian men and women 
have worked for social change and gender equality. 
Presbyterian Women at SCAPC, in conjunction with 
Presbyterian Women at the Presbytery, Synod and 
National level, have worked with other organizations 
seeking to educate and eradicate human trafficking 
and gender inequalities of the present day.

the human traffiCking StatiStiCS are Startling:

• After drug dealing, trafficking in persons is the 
second-largest criminal industry in the world, 
and is estimated to be the fastest growing (U.S. 
Department of Justice).

• Modern slavery around the world claims 20.9 
million victims at any time (International Labour 
Organization).

• The ILO estimates that 55 percent of forced labor 
victims are women and girls, as are 98 percent of 
sex trafficking victims.

• An estimated 1.2-2 million children are trafficked 
within and across borders (UNICEF).

hoW Can you get involved in meaningful WayS?
You can start by looking at “The Code” (www.thecode.org) by ECPATUSA.org. ECPAT (End Child 

Prostitution and Trafficking) is a global organization that has signed on more than 1,000 global companies 
in the tourism industry to effectively crack down on the sexual exploitation of children.  The Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A was the first church in the United States to co-brand “The Code” and endorse it.  You can also 
support the SCAPC Community Ministry partner Eden House, which is a home for women who have been 
trafficked and abused.

For more information on all- please visit:
www.pcusa.org/humantrafficking
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pw/justice/
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/57sess.htm
http://www.edenhousenola.org
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A 20/30 Faith Forward Opens Our Eyes 
to the Issues of Human Trafficking
by Lindsay Hamm

This past January, with the Super Bowl and 
Mardi Gras coming up, the 20/30’s hosted 
a Faith Forward on human trafficking – 
especially here in New Orleans.  We were 
pleased to welcome two individuals who 
have dedicated themselves to the fight against 
human trafficking in our community:  Kara 
Van de Kamp and Clemmie Greenlee.  Kara is 
the Executive Director of Eden House, a newly 
opened two-year residential program for women 
who have been commercially and sexually 
exploited through prostitution, trafficking 
and abuse.  Modeled after Magdalene House 
in Nashville, Tennessee, Eden House provides 
six to eight women a safe and supportive home 
for two years, free of cost.  Clemmie Greenlee 
(pictured below) is a survivor who graduated 
from Magdalene House, and has been serving 
as the interim Resident Director at Eden 
House.

As SCAPC is a founding partner with Eden 
House, contributing funds, volunteer hours, 
and leadership through the board, the 2030’s 
were grateful to hear more about this program 
and about the reality of human trafficking – in 
our midst and around the world.  

Kara talked about human trafficking outside 
the U.S., drawing on her experience as Vice 
Consul at the U.S. Embassy in Kingston, 
Jamaica, where her job was to enforce 
International Human Trafficking laws.  And, 
she updated us on the local situation, as she 
helped write the Human Trafficking Laws for 
Louisiana, which are now the strongest in the 
nation.  Clemmie honored us by sharing her 
amazing journey to wholeness and freedom, 
as the victim of human trafficking and abuse 
at a very early age. The setting provided us all 
with an opportunity for thoughtful dialogue 
about human trafficking in New Orleans, 
encouraging the 20/30’s to become more 
involved in Eden House, and the broader fight 
against trafficking.  

We are so grateful to Kara and Clemmie for 
taking the time to share with us, and for the 
ongoing work that they do every day.  It is 
my hope that SCAPC members will continue 
to grow in their understanding and support 
of Eden House.  To find out more, visit 
www.edenhousenola.org, or talk to myself or 
to Kelly Hostetler, who is the Community 
Ministries Team Liaison for Eden House and 
an Eden House Board Member.
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Coping with the grief of miscarriage, stillbirth 
or infant death can be one of the most difficult 
trials in a person’s life, and one most couples 
are unprepared to face. Sources vary, but it is 
estimated that 1 in 4 women experience the 
loss of an unborn child.  In considering our 
church and community, this means as many as 
1 in 4 families we know have walked through 
this significant and painful loss - and too many 
have journeyed alone.  In response to this deep 
need, the SCAPC Congregational Care Team 
has adopted a Miscarriage Response Ministry, 
as part of the team’s mission.  

Unlike other deaths, the pain and impact of 
miscarriage may not be acknowledged by the 
community in helpful or hopeful ways - if the 
loss is even disclosed.  And yet, as the body of 
Jesus Christ in the world, we seek to embody 
Christ’s comfort, grace and encouragement for 
all those in need.  The members of this team, 
several of whom have personally experienced 
this loss, hope to provide God’s comfort and 
hope to families in this situation, reminding 
them especially, that they are not alone.  

Because a miscarriage often takes place 
without the knowledge of the community 
around the family, we would ask for your help 
in identifying those in need of comfort.  As 
soon as possible, please notify a member of the 
Congregational Care Team, or Kelly Hostetler, 
liaison to the team. The information will be 
treated as confidential, and the responding 
team member will quietly deliver a care package 
and note to the family home.  

These gift items were selected and funded by 
women who have suffered miscarriage(s).  Each 
gift item comes out of our collective experience 
of loss, as we have learned what would best 
support the grief process and provide a sense of 
encouragement and community amidst a deep 
loss.

Ministry in the Wake of Baby Loss
by Caty Flower

For more information on helping 
with this ministry or to alert the 
Congregational Care Team to a 

recent miscarriage, email Caty Flower
at catyltrammell@msn.com or Kelly 

Hostetler at kelly@scapc.org.
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Words of welcome and more... 
from your head usher
by Geoff Snodgrass

Ever wanted to join one of our usher teams but 
were afraid to ask? Well, fear not, we’re not talking 
Seal Team Six here. Your SCAPC ushers are drawn 
from a cross section of our membership, from the 
young to the old, the formidable to the meek. 
O.K., maybe not the meek, but you get my point. 

Have you ever wondered what ushers do, besides 
hand out the bulletin? There’s more to this calling 
of service:

Not long after I joined the church, our Senior 
Pastor recruited me to usher. Unlike the priestly 
class of yore, Don didn’t need thumb screws or 
other medieval methods of persuasion. He merely 
relied upon his well-known charm. In other words, 
he buttered me up.

My first Sunday as an usher was a scary experience. 
I had no idea what I was doing, despite having 
been provided with a detailed list of instructions. 
When I was tasked to take up the offering, I knew 
I was going to trip and spill the collection. To my 
relief, I survived the gauntlet only to face my next 
task –counting the take. My, we have a trusting 
church! The count must have been close because I 
received not a word of complaint from our sharp-
eyed Director of Administration.

My initial misgivings aside, I soon realized 
that ushering is a wonderful way to meet fellow 
members and provide a vital service to the church. 
It can be especially rewarding to new members 
who quickly become immersed in the life of the 
church.

To ensure adequate staffing, while not 
overburdening our volunteers, we have six usher 
teams serving a month at a time, twice a year. Each 
team is comprised of enough people to allow for 
absences and is led by a captain whose job it is to 
train and supervise their usher team. 

The 
m o s t 
important 
responsibility 
of an usher is to greet every 
worshipper with a warm welcome, an 
open and bright smile and a helpful attitude. We are 
always on the lookout for visitors, often who look 
lost and really appreciate a helping hand. We also 
serve at funerals and memorial services, greeting 
the mourners, helping direct them through the 
visitation to bathrooms and to their seats.  We also 
assist the families in any way we can.

During the Sunday services, ushers perform 
sundry other tasks that I won’t list here, except to 
note that the ushers sauntering up the outer aisles, 
peering into the pews during the first hymn are 
not trying to catch you sleeping, but are merely 
counting the number of attendees.

So that’s it - ushering in a nutshell. If you ever 
need assistance, just ask one of us and we would 
be delighted to lend you a hand, get you a hearing 
aid, or help you with your infant. If you think you 
might have the right stuff to be an usher, please let 
me know and quicker than you can say, “May the 
wind be always at your back,” I’ll sign you up.

For more information on serving as an 
usher, email Geoff Snodgrass
at gpsnodgrass@gmail.com.



Spring 2013 | 19

BIRTHS
Garland Anderson,

son of Garland & Katie Anderson, II
Charlie Decker,

son of Chris & Emily Decker
Nina Edgecombe,

daughter of Sarah & Robert Edgecombe, III
Brett Tinsley Elkins,

daughter of Keli & Nicholas Elkins
Luke Horvath,

son of Meg & William Horvath
Addison Miller,

daughter of Taylor & Heather Miller
Hayes Tiller,

son of Ben & Allison Tiller
Byrd Tingle,

son of Caroline Blevins
Virginia Wilson,

daughter of Michael & Emily Wilson
Gaines Wilson,

son of Matthew & Annie Wilson

MEMBER DEATHS
Mrs. Iona Mae Aden
Mrs. Louise B. Berdon
Mrs. Margaret Dickey Davies
Dr. Paul T. DeCamp
Mr. Arthur Forte
Mrs. Ruth C. Hamilton
Mr. John J. McClure, Jr.
Mr. Milton McLeod
Mrs. Lelia Morrow
Mr. Norvin L. Pellerin
Dr. Charles Richard Walters

BAPTISMS
Nina Edgecombe,

daughter of Sarah & Robert Edgecombe, III
Emma Edgecombe,

daughter of Hardie & Lacy Edgecombe
McKenzie Hays,

daughter of Eric & Heather Hays
Elzabeth Hope,

daughter of Ashley & John Hope, IV
Amber Johnson (adult)
Addison Miller,

daughter of Taylor & Heather Miller
Kayla Norwood,

daughter of Ben & Rebecca Norwood
Virginia Wilson,

daughter of Michael & Emily Wilson
Garland Anderson,

son of Garland & Katie Anderson, II
Liam Kennedy,

son of Cory & Rusca Kennedy
Nikolai Najberg,

son of Chris & Fearron Najberg
Claude Roth,

son of Mary Martin & Richard Roth, III
Field Smallpage,

son of Rebecca & Benton Smallpage, III
Liam Van Horn,

son of Betsy & Woodie Van Horn, IV
Gaines Wilson, 

son of Matthew & Annie Wilson
Parker Wren,

son of Christopher & Blythe Wren

MARRIAGES
Cameron Yancey to Mark Adams
Claudia Shuba to Brad Stillwagon
Cheryl Avera to Gregory Bush
Emily Lancaster to Justin Gaither
Lauren Geraghty to Jeffery Habetz
Elizabeth Nalty to Richard Simmons

SCAPC Member Milestones
Share your SCAPC member milestones with us!  Send them to events@scapc.org.
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