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From the Pastor’s Desk

1 Palmer, Parker. A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward An Undivided 
Life. Welcoming the Soul and Weaving Community in a Wounded World. 
Jossey-Bass; San Francisco, 2004. 4-5.

2 Yancey, Philip. Church: Why Bother? Zondervan, 2001.
3 Dawn, Marva. A “Royal” Waste of Time: The Splendor of Worshiping God 

and Being Church for the World. Eerdmans, 1999.
4 Nouwen, Henri. With Burning Hearts. Orbis Books, 2003.
5 Dawn, Marva. Ibid. 

So…Why Bother With Church?

For a period of several years in my 20’s, I didn’t attend church. I had attended 
with my family when I was growing up, but post-college, when I at last felt free 
to question my church participation, I finally asked: why bother with church? 

It’s a question I hear fairly often. I hear it from couples I counsel before marriage, 
from those wounded by previous church experiences, and families wanting to 
establish new traditions. All asking basically the same question: do we need to 
bother with church? And if so…why?

To which, I now reply: Yes. Yes, we do need to bother with church. Not because 
the church needs you or me to do its work; God created the church for our benefit, 
because we need the church. 

We live in an individualistic culture that worships the money, status, power and 
influence which enables us to stand alone, without needing to depend on anyone else. And yet, we know we are not 
made to live apart from others. “We are communal creatures who need each other’s support,” writes Parker Palmer. 
“The journey is too taxing to be made solo. Lacking support, the solitary traveler soon becomes weary and fearful.”1

St. John of the Cross compared the church to a coal-burning furnace, in which the coals draw warmth and light 
from each other. The isolated soul, he says, is like that single coal that cannot stay alight alone, quickly growing cold. 
Philip Yancey, who has wrestled with the church for many years, agrees: “Whenever I abandon church for a time, I 
find that I am the one who suffers. My faith fades, and the crusty shell of lovelessness grows over me again. I grow 
colder rather than hotter.”2

The church community is God’s earthly answer to a fallen and hurting world – not just the big stuff, like poverty, 
war and natural disasters; but the individual valleys, as well – our personal challenges. Theologian and author Marva 
Dawn is a cancer survivor. One Sunday, while in the midst of a difficult chemo treatment, she nevertheless dragged 
herself to church. A friend saw her and asked why on earth she had come to church in her condition?! “It’s true – I 
am too sick to sing,” Dawn replied, “I came so that you could stand beside me and sing for both of us.”3

When we cannot sing (or hope or believe) on our own, the church gathers around us and sings for us. This is often 
the church at its best. When there are disparate needs, disappointments or differing perspectives – well, that can 
be the church at its worst. The tension of disagreements can be ugly and disheartening. We want perfection from 
the church. This is when our belief that church = God, often surfaces. God created the church, it’s true…but the 
church is full of imperfect sinners. Facing this reality, many give up and go elsewhere – not realizing that what the 
church offers us, we can find nowhere else: the body and blood of Christ, binding us together with God’s love and 
forgiveness. Through the church’s relationships, work and community, we are drawn into communion, which “is 
what we want and what God wants. It’s the deepest cry of our heart.”4 Centered on the love and worship of God, 
the church has the potential and the power to transform us. It’s a messy, glorious, redemptive, uneven process that 
works only because of God. It’s a process our friends and neighbors and children are hungry for.   

So, when we find ourselves thinking, “I don’t want to go to church,” or “really, why bother with church?”…
remember: “We are not going to church. We are the church—and we go to worship in order to learn how to be church 
to each other and the world.”5

Faithfully,
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Christians and Jews Together 
in the Holy Land
by Mary Malone

On April 22, 2013, twenty-four pilgrims from 
Temple Sinai and St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, co-led by Rabbi Ed Cohn and Dr. Don 
Frampton, journeyed to Israel and Jordan for 
twelve days of study, reflection, and sightseeing. 
Competently led by our Israeli guide and tour 
educator, Koren Eisner, our group bonded as friends 
in faith as we visited our shared spiritual homeland.

Our first stop was the modern city of Tel Aviv, 
built around the old city of Jaffa (where Jonah was 
swallowed by the whale). Then, up the Mediterranean 
coast to the Roman ruins of Caesarea, one of the many 
building projects of Herod the Great. After driving 
through Nazareth, we spent the night in a kibbutz 
hotel, where we learned more about life on a kibbutz. 
We then turned east into Galilee, the northern, 
verdant, and fertile part of Israel. At Capernaum, 
we waded in the Sea of Galilee and marveled at the 

tranquility of the setting.
Moving south along the Jordan 

River, we passed Jericho, one claimant 
of the title “oldest city on earth” 
(another is Damascus), and arrived in 
Jerusalem - for five wondrous days of 
visiting the old walled city, learning 
of its history and its shared claims, 
conversing with a Hebrew Union College professor 
about what Israel means to the many factions of 
Jewish nationals, dialoguing with the co-chairman 
of the board of IPCRI, an Israeli-Palestinian public 
policy think tank, and walking, walking, walking. 
One of our day trips included an excursion to 
Palestinian controlled Bethlehem and the Church of 
the Nativity. Moving, all within Israel, from Jewish 
controlled areas into Palestinian controlled areas and 
back again alerted us to the sensitive nature of the 
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political situation. Each time we loaded the bus with 
our luggage, we had to identify each bag.

Our next move was south into the Dead Sea basin 
with temperatures climbing to 114 degrees. We 
visited Masada, Herod’s mountain-top palace and 
fortress, site of the Jewish zealots’ last stand against 
Roman authority. A visit to the Dead Sea with its 
30% salt content (typical ocean is 3% salt content) 
– allowed us to “float on water” in a sitting position. 
Venturing further into the desert and Jordan, we 
picked up a Jordanian guide, bus, driver and tourist 
policeman, and headed to the ancient city of Petra, 
carved out of a sandstone mountain. Protection 

against the sun and sand is imperative - hence, a 
personal purchase of a Bedouin hijab and a lesson 
on how to wrap it around my head.

Our last stop was Eilat, a coastal resort town on 
the Red Sea. From that vantage point, we could look 
east into Aqaba, Jordan, south to the Red Sea, west 
into Egypt, and north into Israel - all in plain sight. 
Israel is a very small country. An excursion to the 
Eilat Underwater Observatory offered views of the 
coral and sea life in 
the Red Sea.

We returned by bus 
to Tel Aviv where we 
again dined on copious 
amounts of delicious 
Middle Eastern food 
and experienced our 
own “last supper.” 
We not only left 
Israel with new and 
deeper friends in both 
congregations, but 
also vivid memories 
of these ancient 
Christian sites and a 
better understanding 
of Israel’s political and 
religious position in 
today’s world.

Both Temple Sinai and St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church trip participants in front of the wailing wall.

Rabbi Ed Cohn and
Don Frampton in front of a 
welcome sign at the hotel.
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Do you remember going through Confirmation 
in your church, growing up? 

Do you recall the questions you answered, the 
content you reviewed? 

“I remember sitting in a Sunday School room and 
being told answers to questions I’d never asked. Then 
they told us stories about people I’d never heard of 
(Calvin? Luther? Constantine?), after which I had 
to memorize some words I could barely pronounce 
(atonement? Predestination?) – all in the name of 
becoming a “true member” of the church – when, 
truth be told, I thought growing up in the church 
had already made me a member,” said Rev. Kelly 
Hostetler about her own Confirmation experience 
as an eighth grader in 
Spokane, Washington. “At 
the end of the semester-
long class, I found myself 
standing in front of the 
congregation with no real 
notion of what I’d done, or 
why any of it should matter 
to me.”

I have worked hard to 
make sure that the eighth-
grade students participating 
in Confirmation at SCAPC 
don’t have a negative or 
vacuous experience that means little or nothing. 
Starting with a mission experience, the 2013 class 
of Confirmands, worked with Camp RHINO. 
Engaging in meaningful work amidst those in need, 
these eight students were faced with problems of 

poverty, race, class, violence and other issues facing 
residents of our city. Then, having a real life taste 
of injustice and impoverishment, the students 
engaged in the curriculum of their confirmation 
class. I developed a curriculum based entirely on 

one of our church’s most 
familiar statements of faith: 
The Apostles’ Creed.

What better way to 
encounter this fundamental, 
yet theologically rich faith 
statement, than as they are 
serving our neighbors? What 
a truly wonderful perspective 
with which to consider the 
Trinity – God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Spirit; 
Forgiveness; Salvation; the 
Body of Christ; and our 

response to Suffering in God’s Creation. Having 
walked through these topics, not as ancient, 
irrelevant, theories, but rather as very real and 
significant parts of our created life here in New 
Orleans – a life given to us by God in which we 

SCAPC’s Confirmation
a Meaningful Journey
for Eighth-Graders
by Andy Fox

“At the end of the semester-
long class, I found myself 
standing in front of the 
congregation with no real 
notion of what I’d done, or 
why any of it should matter 

to me.”
~Kelly Hostetler, on her adolescent 

experience of Confirmation.
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are encouraged to question, wrestle, believe, doubt, 
speak truth, live well, make mistakes, and above 
all, seek to follow Christ…the final task for our 
Confirmands was to write and share their Faith 
Journeys with the Session. 

Writing a Faith Statement is a task that regularly 
makes some of our adult Elders queasy with the 
thought (new elders coming on the session go 
through a similar process). Writing a spiritual 
autobiography, in which major life events and 
spiritual landmarks are not only shared, but used 
to form the outline for a life that is seeking, with 
honesty and humility, to follow Jesus, is not for 
the faint of heart! But, these eight students worked 
hard, discussing the prompting questions and 
sorting through their life experience to that point…
and ultimately, after revisions and changes, each 
one delivered a sincere and moving story of their 
journey of faith to the session.

SCAPC’s 2013 Spring Confirmation process 

culminated in eight young people being confirmed 
on April 14, during 10:30 worship. This year’s 
class, pictured below, included Hughes Benjamin, 
Graham Drennan, Michael Favret, Casey Franklin, 
Schaeffer Rees, Sawyer Roussel, Michael Slatten, 
and Ann Marie Young. They are all now members 
of SCAPC. These students and their parents are 
to be commended for making this great journey 
together; and Jessie Bruggers is to be thanked for 
her wise leadership and commitment not only to 
the process, but to each individual eighth grader 
and their families.

If you have a student who is going to be in eighth 
grade next year, and you’d like to find out more 
about Confirmation, feel free to contact me at 
andy@scapc.org. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for your eighth-grader to ask some great questions, 
consider faith from a new perspective, and do some 
maturing and life-changing thinking about what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 

Confirmation Class of 2013 Top Row: Michael Slatten, Schaeffer Rees, Graham Drennan, Sawyer Roussel;
Bottom Row: Ann Marie Young, Michael Favret, Hughes Benjamin, Casey Franklin.
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The Cabildo And Some 
Creole Cooking
by Jack Hinrichs

This Spring, the Senior Adults visited the newly 
renovated Cabildo in the French Quarter. A few 
years ago, a fire destroyed the third floor and the 
rooftop cupola. Subsequent water damage on the 
lower floors damaged and destroyed most of the 
historical treasures and displays. The building 
has been completely renovated, with special 
attention to recreating historical displays that 
narrate the historic events of our great state. 

Of great interest to many of us was the very 
room where the Louisiana Purchase was signed! 
They have the original conference table, and 
the chairs for the delegates who took part in 
the signing all arranged as before.  The third 
floor reconstruction is a fascinating replication 
of beams and supports - just as they existed in 
the original 18th century construction. For 

those who have not visited the Cabildo recently, 
the Senior Adults were of one mind: this is an 
outstanding treasure in our city and not to be missed! 
Following the tour, the group had a great lunch 
in a French Quarter restaurant and enjoyed some 
of our favorite creole cooking.

Are you a Senior Adult? Consider yourself 
invited to join in the upcoming Senior Adults’ 
activities! Don Frampton always joins us for 
special events that encourage fellowship and 
provide an opportunity to go somewhere new 
and interesting together. Our Fall outing will 
be announced soon: don’t miss the chance to 
connect with a lively and congenial group of 
people, learn more about our great city and enjoy 
the abundant cultural and historical treasures 
available to us.
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The 18th Annual Selley Preaching Series 
featured the Rev. Dr. Lee Bowman, Pastor 
of First Presbyterian Church of Highlands, 
North Carolina. For some time now, a small 
group of SCAPC members (whose summer 
homes put them in the neighborhood of 
Lee’s North Carolina church each year) have 
been lobbying to book Lee for our annual 
Selley series. These folks have the privilege 
to hear her preach numerous times each 
summer and were anxious to share the 
experience with their SCAPC brothers and 
sisters. At last, the fates aligned and Lee was 
able to come. She disappointed no one – 
least of all those who knew to expect her 
gracious, incisive, humorous and honest 
preaching and teaching. 

At the dinner in her honor on Saturday 
eve, Lee added humility to her list of 
attributes, as she admitted to several folks, “I 
have seen the list of preachers you have had 
in years’ past and I’m more than honored 
to be here…in fact, I think I am way out 
of my depth here!” Of course, nothing 
could have been further from the truth. 
How grateful we are that Lee agreed to take 
time from her busy schedule to bless our 
congregation with her message. We were 
strengthened and enriched by her sermon 
and its gracious delivery. Her Sunday School 
class was outstanding as well. Lee Bowman 
has been a pastor most of her adult life, and 

her years of experience made for an exciting 
and fresh theological and pastoral presence. 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) emphasizes 
both “head and heart” among its clergy; the 
exceptional gifts of Lee Bowman made for a 
powerful and inspiring Selley Series.

The Selley Speaker Series was generously 
endowed by the late Elizabeth Danos Selley 
and Paul P. Selley. At this annual event, 
a distinguished Presbyterian or Protestant 
minister visits SCAPC for a speaking 
engagement open to all members of the 
community.

2013 Selley Series Preacher: 
Lee Bowman
by Don Frampton
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Wayne’s World is a world of putting together 
financial reports, meeting with contractors, 
managing staff, preparing budgets, purchasing 
supplies and a million other things that allow the St. 
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church to accomplish 
its mission and do ministry. Our church is blessed 
to have Wayne Willcox continuing to manage our 
world, as we celebrate his anniversary of fifteen years 
as of June 1.

There is a corporate hiring maxim that says to hire 
someone smarter – and better, than you would be, at 
the job, and you’ll be amazed at the results. In 1998, 
Don and I (as Personnel Chair) hired Wayne with 
exactly that advice in mind…and the results have 
been truly amazing!

When considering his 15 years here as Director 
of Administration, Wayne said that his greatest 
accomplishments were; first, making the Church’s 
financial activities easy to understand and manage; 
second, managing the Katrina disaster and 
subsequent renovation; and third, the recent Capital 
Campaign and renovation. 

Bruce Worley was Chair of the Property Team 
when Katrina hit. He worked closely with Wayne 
and saw, first hand, the challenges Wayne faced.

“Wayne had the responsibility of managing very 
large amounts of insurance proceeds to rebuild 
and improve the sanctuary and other major church 
buildings affected by the hurricane,” Worley 
recollects. “Wayne’s countenance never changed. 
We would deal with asbestos, go up and down 
the scaffolds, climb into the attic, crawl through 
basement plumbing and AC ducting and walk the 
steep roof tops…and no matter what, Wayne’s even 
composure, measured temper and dry humor were 
unflagging. He ran the general contractor’s excel 

spread sheets and established and kept everything on 
track, when the contractor failed to do so. He was 
always available and cooperative and able to enliven 
our meetings with his wit. We worked together daily 
and met so often, I thought for sure we would both 
need therapy to deal with our separation after the 
projects were completed! Wayne is a major asset to 
the success of SCAPC and I have always considered 
it a privilege to have worked with him. I am thankful 
for the effort he made, and the guidance he provided 
in the rebuilding process.”

Michael Bell was the chair of the Property 
Improvement Task Force, and Co-Chair of the 
Capital Campaign for our recent renovation. 
He worked alongside Wayne in both areas of 
responsibility.

“Wayne did a fantastic job managing our recent 
construction project,” Bell recalls. “He was always 
on top of all of the design and construction details 
while watching where every dollar was going. 
Because he managed the process so well, we were 

SCAPC Celebrates 15 Years 
of Wayne’s World
by Hans Jonassen
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able to control our costs and achieve the wonderful 
results you see today. Throughout it all, I marveled 
at how incredibly blessed we are to have Wayne in 
our corner.”

Those blessed to work with Wayne walk away with 
genuine respect and admiration for his wisdom, 
frugality and insightful and solution-oriented 
approach to all aspects of the ministry.

Don Frampton’s first five years at SCAPC were 
five long years without Wayne as the church 
administrator. He reflects on the last 15 years with 
Wayne on board.

“Wayne has been indispensable to the work of the 
church – and to my own work as Senior Pastor. He 
has brilliantly managed the church’s resources in 
such a way that nothing is wasted and yet no one 
feels cheated or slighted. Wayne’s management style 
creates trust and buy-in from all parties. As a result 
of his business acumen and relational wisdom, we 

have an extremely healthy church on our hands. He 
is consistently cheerful, polite, and respectful. He 
has an ingratiating sense of humor. He would never 
assert his status as the smartest guy in the room – 
he’s too modest for that. But, over time, you start to 
realize that he knows far more than he’s letting on!” 

On reflecting on his 15 years here, Wayne said ,“The 
best thing about St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church is the people, and by that, I mean both the 
staff and the members. The people I work with have 
let me do my job and have trusted that the proper 
result will be achieved. It has been a truly rewarding 
and delightful place to work for 15 years.”

Our congregation has been truly blessed to have 
the wonderful Wayne’s World at work, while we 
worship and work out God’s calling for our church. 
May God bless Wayne and his wife Cintra with 
much happiness and satisfaction, as we hope to 
enjoy another 15 years together! 

The Many Faces 
of Wayne Willcox

Left: Wayne re-staining one 
of the office desks; Center: 
Wayne sporting his custom 
made flip-flops as a staff 

birthday present in honor of 
his establishing the “no flip-
flops, no blue jeans” policy; 
Right: Wayne at the ground 

breaking ceremony of the 
latest renovation project.
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During May, a small (but mighty) 
group of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church members and myself headed up 
to Jamaica, NY on a Reverse RHINO 
trip! Our purpose was to spread hope 
and help the areas of their communities 
that were hit hard by Hurricane Sandy 
this past October. This was not the first 
trip of its kind. SCAPC has gone on 
Reverse RHINOs to Nashville, Atlanta 
and Tuscaloosa, and now New York. 
While on this trip, we spent time in 
three areas of New York: Brooklyn, 
Far Rockaways and Breezy Point. Each 
place had its own sort of devastation. 
Whether we were in full hazmat suits and 
respirators doing mold remediation in a 
basement, or spending the day moving 
sand and helping a homeowner get her 
property back in shape, we did good 
work. Everyone worked hard and helped 
spread joy and hope to each homeowner. 

At the end of the trip, I headed to 
Northport New York to spend the 
weekend with some RHINO friends from 
First Presbyterian Church of Northport. 
Pastor Tim Hoyt-Duncan had come to 
SCAPC for RHINO Sunday and had 
invited me to spend some time with 
their congregation of First Presbyterian. 
So, Sunday morning, I gave a little mini 
sermon on “living your faith” and how 
the RHINO ministry has encouraged 
people (and churches) to do just that…
to live out their faith. I thought I would 
share my piece with you all. 

Living Out
Our Faith
by Avery Strada
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Good morning y’all! Thank you to Tim for inviting 
me to be a part of your worship this morning. What 
an incredible morning for the life of this church. 
And to the Confirmands, congratulations! I know 
you will do wonderful things for the church. As 
Tim mentioned, my name is Avery Strada and I am 
the Program Manager for Rebuilding Hope in New 
Orleans, an outreach ministry of St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, in New Orleans LA. It’s a joy 
for me to see familiar faces in worship, faces of those 
who have worked with RHINO many times! For 
those of you who do not know much about RHINO, 
you’ll hopefully know more by the end of today’s 
worship service. 

This morning, I want to start with a passage from 
1st John. Let us listen to God’s word. “My dear 
children, let’s not just talk about love; lets practice 
real love. This is the only way we’ll know we’re truly, 
living in God’s reality…For God is greater than our 
worried hearts and knows more about us than we do 
ourselves.” 1 John 3:18-20

Wow. We, as Christians, are called to do something 
big here. To practice real love. That’s a pretty 
big command…but I have no doubt that these 
Confirmands and all of us are willing to give it a try. 
Take a moment and think about that last time you 
practiced real love. Did you provide a listening ear to 
a friend and actually listen? Helped a family gut their 
home? Did you spend some time serving at a food 
bank? Maybe you just gave someone a hug, but you 

took a moment 
to do so? 
Well, I’m here 
today to tell 
you about a 
place that did 
and still does 
practice real 
love, week in 
and week out. 
One that lives 

out their faith and 
perhaps you’ll feel 
inspired to do so 
too!

August of 2005 
was proving to be 
like most summers 
in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. It was 
hot. And humid. 
And hurricane 
season. Something 
you all are familiar 
with now days. 
However, that 
August turned out to 
be a little different. 
This huge hurricane named Katrina bore down on the 
Gulf Coast and did incredible amounts of damage… 
in Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana, including 
New Orleans. The category 4 storm pounded into 
New Orleans, tossing houses around like toy boats, 
flooding over 80% of the city, and taking lives of 
over 1600 people. As Katrina hit New Orleans, 
the church staff of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church was holed up in Houston, Texas. As calls 
came into them from people wanting to know if the 
church was ok, and what they could do to help…the 
Pastor and various lay people knew something had 
to be done. There had to be a response…it was their 
city, their people…everything they knew and loved. 
So, a few days later RHINO as born. Within weeks 
of Katrina, the church staff returned to New Orleans 
and immediately got to work…recruiting people to 
help cook, organize and welcome volunteers from all 
over the country. These volunteers helped gut homes 
and organize a food and clothing pantry for those 
who needed it. Today, RHINO has gutted over 350 
homes, welcomed over 6,000 volunteers (many from 
this church!), and built 29 homes with Habitat for 
Humanity. God called SCAPC to do this to practice Nevada & Don Paxton, Avery Strada, and Greg 

Beuerman celebrating the finishing of a long 
hard, day’s work gutting a home in Jamaica, NY.

Lisa Eldridge helping with mold 
remediation in a basement in Brooklyn.
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real love in the midst of heartbreak and tragedy…
and they did…and so have volunteers from all 
over the country.

Each week, volunteers show love and live 
out their faith in neighborhoods all over New 
Orleans. RHINO is a ministry. It’s relationships. 
It’s taking chances. It’s knowing our neighbors and 
working with them. It’s believing in each other. 
It’s laughter (lots of laughter). It’s gutting houses 
for people who have lost everything. It’s putting 
on a new roof for a Habitat homeowner. It’s being 
hopeful. It’s swinging hammers. It’s sharing stories 
at dinner. It’s practicing love. It’s living out faith 
simple acts that can mean so much. 

One of my favorite stories of these relationships 
happened last spring. We had a group of high 
schoolers volunteering for the week. This group 
from CT (on their spring break) worked so hard 
to finish the floor joists and so they could put in 
the sub floors and ultimately raise the first wall 
of this house. They checked nail patterns, helped 
build the walls…and were ready to raise the first 
wall of this home on Eagle Street. It was Saturday, 
and the homeowner, Rachel, joined us on the 
worksite. This group had ½ day left. As is spring 
time in New Orleans, it was raining. It was the 
type of rain that would come and then stop. So, 
we worked a little. Stopped a little. Etc. Each time 

it started raining, we would huddle under the 
stoop of the house next door. And Rachel would 
tell us stories. Stories about her children. How she 
was documenting every step of her home being 
built. And how excited she was to get this house 
and make it her home. And then we’d go back to 
work! FINALLY, the wall was ready to be raised! 
So, these 16 high school students all gathered and 
listened to instructions on how to raise this wall. 
They had Rachel stand in the middle of them as 
they raised it up. After it was all nailed down, 
Rachel started crying. She was overwhelmed at the 
love and hard work these youth had put into her 
home. The youth cheered…for their hard work 
and for Rachel. Rachel did too. She knew she was 
that much closer to owning her first home. Before 
we parted our ways, we all gathered together 
and prayed…for Rachel, her home to be, the 
volunteers who would finish it, and that love and 
joy would be present everyday she lived there. It 
might have been raining that day, but God’s light 
was shining through. God was smiling, knowing 
that they were “living truly, living in God’s reality.” 
This is faith in action. This is practicing real love. 

Almost 8 years ago, one church decided to try 
something. From that, thousands of volunteers 
decided to try something too. They have given 
their time and energy and have practiced their 
faith in action. They have listened to God calling 
them to do this work. God calls us to these 
places….and calls us to “ love one another.” 

God calls you, too…me, you and these new 
confirmands. God calls us to practice real love. To 
show our faith through action. To build a house. 
To spread hope. To be a real friend. To LOVE. To 
show others what we believe by what we do. How 
will you live out your faith? It may not be a big 
hurricane, but there is something or someone out 
there who needs your love…and your faith. Will 
you answer that call and live out your faith? Go be 
God’s people…..love one another…and practice 
real love. A church in New Orleans did…and so 
can you. I dare you.

Avery Strada and Greg Beurman removing sand
from a home in Breezy Point, NY.
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Over 90 children and 60 adult and youth 
volunteers participated in VBS at SCAPC last week. 
The theme was “Everywhere Fun Fair: Where God’s 
World Comes Together.” At this exciting global 
fair, participants experienced the love of Jesus while 
meeting our neighbors from Japan, Zimbabwe, the 
United Kingdom, Australia and Mexico. Through 
Bible stories, crafts, music, games and science 
experiments the children learned new ways to love 
and serve God and be a neighbor to the world.

At the beginning and end of each day all participants 
gathered for assembly time at “Friendship Central,” 
where they visited Telly Ticket, the Everywhere Fun 
Fair ticket taker and his fun-loving bird, Godwin 
Merrifeather. During each opening assembly 
Godwin flew from Telly’s ticket booth to visit his 
friend Gulliver Globetrotter, a world traveler who 
shared fun facts and experiences from the many 
places he has visited. Through their humorous 
interactions, Telly, Godwin and Gulliver laid the 
foundation for each day’s activities and discoveries.

Each day at Everywhere Fun Fair incorporated a 

“Friendship Phrase” to help the children understand 
how to be a neighbor and follow the example of 
Jesus. For example, one day’s Friendship Phrase was 
“Neighbors are friendly! Love God with your whole 
heart!” The children learned that while our neighbors 
in other countries speak different languages and have 
different customs, neighbors near and far are more 
alike than different and we are all God’s children. 

At the end of the week parents, grandparents and 
friends gathered in the sanctuary for the final closing 
assembly. Everyone enjoyed one last performance by 
Telly, Godwin and Gulliver and then the children 
proudly performed the awesome songs they had 
been practicing all week! 

A successful VBS guides children on their journey 
to seek and know God through Jesus Christ. 
We could see, in their bright smiles and by their 
enthusiastic participation that a week at Everywhere 
Fun Fair brought the word of God to life for each 
and every participant and volunteer! 

`

Vacation Bible School
Where God’s World
Came Together
by Becky Knight

Some of the unique hair designs that the kids got to
sport on “Crazy Hair Day.”

Upper: VBS 
participants at 

morning worship;
Left: Boyd Pugh 

proudly displaying his 
artwork from VBS.
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Community
by Crorey Lawton

Editor’s note: This is a second in a series of articles called “Point of View” in which members of 
the congregation write on a topic that is important and meaningfull to them
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I was working a six-month detail in Mexico, and 
my four-year old granddaughter came over to the 
house to visit my wife, Kathe. After walking into the 
living room, Gabi looked around, and then turned 
to my wife.

“Kaki,” she asked, “Is Crorey here?”
“No, sweetie. Crorey is still in Mexico.”
Her face crumpled, shoulders slumped. “He’s 

NEVER coming back.”
For a four-year-old, there is no concept of six 

months - it does not mean the same thing as it does 
to adults for whom every moment is accounted for 
and scheduled. For Gabi, the amount of time I was 
gone seemed like an eternity.

For most of us, summer provides an opportunity 
for us to escape the day-to-day. There are chances 
to go to the beach, or to the mountains; to take our 
families and loved ones to different places to visit 
and to leave behind the stressed lives that we live. 
The summer also has fewer scheduling requirements 
on us, as school, volunteer and work requirements 
change for the slow months of New Orleans’ hot 
weather. It is during this time that we find it easiest 
to look at our schedule and see what other tasks we 
can cut from an overcommitted schedule.

But the work of our church is not just another 
task on the list of things to do, to be checked off 
and moved on from. Our church is a vibrant, living 
community of faith - a devoted group of believers 
who come together for fellowship, for growth, 
and for the call to mission. We are doing God’s 
work when we come together to pray, to read, to 
fellowship, to build, and to serve. 

A friend of mine lives in New York City, and has 
become involved in the Change Ringing at Trinity 
Church. Change Ringing has to do with pulling the 
rope of a bell, so it swings 360 degrees, in a rhythm 
that is set in advance. The bells ring in a pattern, and 
as the different tempos from the different bells (as 
many as 12 ringers may be involved) continue, each 
at a separate pace, the pattern changes. What results 
is incredible music. I play my note. So do you. I play 
my tempo. So do you.

We are all called to different tempos, different 
beats, different speeds, different rhythms. Different 
notes. And yet what should be pure cacophony, as we 
play our tunes simultaneously, becomes something 
else, with rounds, with descending scales, with 
fourths and fifths and perfect harmonics, changing 
the order of bell ringing, resulting in music unlike 
any other.

That perfect harmony requires that all of the bells 
are represented. 

The summer at SCAPC is going to be an exciting 
time. Our Christian Education programs are taking 
the summer break… but is initiating a small, 
informal group, to discuss the scriptural basis for 
the Sunday sermon. There will be opportunities to 
work - times that we can volunteer our time to help 
the community around us become stronger. There 
will be chances to worship.

In Luke 12, the writer records a parable of Jesus 
about a wealthy man who had worked all of his life 
to accumulate material goods. His silos were full, 
the barrels of wine were overflowing, and he finally 
had enough to retire. His statement to himself was:

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry.

But it seems that exactly at that point when we 
feel secure, God wants us to come back and double 
down. To spend time, effort, and money to invest in 
the treasures that matter. 

The need of a broken world for the love of Christ 
does not take a break. The hungry, the homeless, 
the needy, the hurting: the elements of our world 
that need Christ’s intervention do not take a break 
because there is no soccer practice on Tuesday nights 
(or Wednesday Night Out, or Choir practice, or…). 
Nor does our need for the feeding of our souls take 
a break for the summer.

And for a God who sits outside of time, sometimes 
a summer away seems like we are never coming back. 

Join us in the ringing that we are doing, all 
summer long.
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In The Words Of Our New Members…
When a visitor to SCAPC decides to become a 

member – it’s a momentous occasion. Although 
it only takes about 15 minutes to walk through 
the process on a Sunday morning, there is always 
a story behind that decision to come to the Phifer 
Library after worship; a journey made by that 
individual, couple, or family. We asked a few new 
members to tell us a little about that journey of 
new membership. …What helped them make this 
decision? How did they experience the process - from 
visitor to new member? Is there anything we could do 
better? Here are a few of their responses:

What prompted you to decide to become a 
SCAPC member?

• I loved the sermons, wanted to be involved in 
an active women’s group, wanted to join a church 
near my home, and enjoyed visiting a Sunday School 
class. I also appreciated the notes and follow-up from 
my early visits.

• We liked the preaching and worship, and had 
been looking at getting our kids involved in a church 
with a good youth group. We are excited about the 
youth program here.

As a new member, how did you navigate to find 
the ministry teams or opportunities which were 
a fit for you?

• I read the e-newsletter and worship service 
bulletin to look for opportunities. Since I am a big 
believer in Sunday School, I try to attend each week. 
Just attending worship service is not enough for me. 

• We have found that our Sunday morning needs 
to include both worship and Sunday School – for our 
family. Otherwise, you can slip in and slip out and 
never meet anyone, never get involved. We’d like to 
find some community with others in our stage in life.

What was most helpful about the new member 
process – and why? 

• Upon joining the church, my navigator was 
especially warm and welcoming. I enjoyed the new 
member brunch and the orientation session was 
great. It was good to see that I was one of many.

• The orientation was a good experience overall. 
I appreciated all the trouble the church went to, to 
make sure we knew about the ministries that were 
happening, and how we could get involved.

What is something that you got involved in at 
first? Has it been a positive experience? 

• Early on, I attended PW events. The Women’s 
Retreat was a great bonding experience for me. 

• Our kids got involved in Youth Group, and we 
signed up to bring a meal. It was important for us to 
commit as a family, to put church first – it’s just so 
easy to let other things take over. 

How have you met new people at SCAPC? Has it 
been difficult/easy? What has helped you in this 
process?

• Yes, I’ve met a lot of new people. Fortunately 
there are some who make it a point to be inclusive of 
new members. Still, I have been a little disappointed 
with being accepted as new member overall. It’s not 
easy.

• We had been in our last church for over 10 years, 
and I’ll admit, I didn’t think about new members 
very often. We had our friends and we didn’t make 
an effort to welcome new people. Now, as a new 
member, I realize how hard it can be to make a 
new place feel like home. It helps so much when 
people make you feel welcome – just by introducing 
themselves or asking a question about your kids. Just 
little things make a lot of difference.

Are you interested in helping make our new members feel more at home? We’d love your 
ideas and help - come be a part of the Membership Team. Contact Margaret Ann Lindsey, 
edslindsey@yahoo.com or Trey Sundmaker, trey@sundmalawfirm.com for more details.
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After the glorious music of Palm Sunday and Easter, we 
might be in danger of settling into a sort of complacency about 
Sunday morning choral offerings were it not for the frisson of 
fear as Gospel Music Sunday looms. Will we do a reasonably 
stylistic rendition of some exciting settings of gospel music, 
joining in the local fun during JazzFest and presenting a 
different repertoire of sacred music for the congregation? Or 
will we sound like the Mormon Tabernacle Choir singing a 
popular song, not exactly getting the point of it?

This year on Gospel Sunday (May 5) we once again benefitted 
from the beautiful voice of an authentic gospel singer in 
our choir, Lark Fall.  Her alto solo in Jesus on the Mainline 
(arranged by a local composer, the late Moses Hogan, pictured 
to the left) for the Voluntary at the 10:30 service inspired us to 
embrace the style as a joyous form of praise and reassurance. 
Thank you, Lark, for keeping us on track!

Somewhat more challenging to learn was John the Revelator 
(arranged by Caldwell/Ivory), particularly since it specifies 
clapping and stomping at certain points in the music. Steven 
is used to using both hands and feet on the organ, but this is 
not what we singers are accustomed to. Special commendation 
to members of the congregation who joined in the clapping—
you made our day!

It is always our hope—allow me to speak for the choir here—
that our musical offerings add to the congregation’s spiritual 
experience during the weekly worship service. On Gospel 
Sunday, we bow to our local heritage as a city of music, and 
the special contribution that African-American gospel music 
has made to sacred music in New Orleans, to achieve this end. 
Thanks to the congregation for supporting us in this annual 
act of homage.

Jesus (on the Mainline) 
and John (the Revelator) 
show up at SCAPC’s 
Gospel Music Sunday
by Julie Nice
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College Students
Start with Jesus
by Adam Suter, Michelle Baker and Kelly Hostetler

It’s an interesting contrast: for most college 
students, entering a university means a new home, 
new friends, new classes and the responsibility 
for making their own decisions – perhaps for the 
first time in their lives. They are on their own 
– alone – and yet, these students are suddenly 
expected to make some of the biggest decisions 
of their lives.  Enter campus ministry.  Churches 
like ours (with a street address just a few blocks 
downtown from two colleges) have a tremendous 
opportunity to shepherd, guide and influence 
college students as they prepare for their future – 

which, of course, is the future we all share.  These 
students are the future leaders of our community, 
our country and our world. It’s a unique 
opportunity – and one Jesus calls us to take on 
with joy.

With this in mind, the SCAPC College 
Ministry Team met last fall to talk about a new 
college ministry, co-sponsored by SCAPC and 
Connect Missions: Starting Point. The team 
is co-led by Kelly Hostetler, SCAPC Associate 
Pastor and Adam Suter, Executive Director of 
SCAPC ministry-partner Connect Missions, 
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a nonprofit committed to caring for college 
students. We met early on a January morning to 
talk about the colleges down the street, ministry 
for students and the impact we want to have on 
campus. Most of us at that meeting shared an 
experience of spiritual searching in our college 
years – for which we were either well-supported 
and encouraged by a church…or for which we 
felt woefully alone and without spiritual counsel 
or help.

Longtime SCAPC member Michelle Baker, 
who has two girls in college, took on the 
significant responsibility to organize and find 
cooks for each Monday meal. She wanted to help 
with the ministry, in part because, as she said, 
“College was a period of spiritual growth and 
questioning for me. A local church reached out to 
me in support and encouragement, as I worked 
to form my faith. Through Starting Point, I hope 
we can offer something similar to these college 
students – just as I pray that a church near my 
daughters’ schools would reach out to them, in 
the midst of these challenging years.” And, of 
course, offering a free meal draws these students 
in, but it’s a welcoming church family that will 
keep them coming back. 

Campus ministries don’t usually kick off 
mid-year – in fact, it’s almost a guarantee of a 
smaller turnout. But, our team did a “test-run” 
at the end of January. We used social media and 
word of mouth to let students know about the 
home-cooked devotional lunch on Mondays. 
Some Mondays, we had twelve sitting around 
our tables in the Land Building; other weeks, 
more like five. Still, our format and free lunch 
are unique among all the campus ministries, and 
we are truly excited to see what happens with the 
kickoff of the 2013 Fall semester. 

We definitely need more help, however, for 
this ministry to succeed. If you feel a sense of 
call to participate, please consider these or any 
additional possibilities: 

• cooks to prepare the meals, bakers to 
prepare desserts and treats

• hosts to welcome the students and make 
them feel at home when they arrive

• help with publicity on-campus in late 
August

• drivers to offer rides for students on 
Mondays, to and from campus

• pray-ers willing to regularly lift up the 
needs of the ministry and our students 

Tulane draws top students from around the 
world; after four years, they will go on to lead. 
These young people want to make a difference – 
they seek purpose, significance and acceptance. 
At Starting Point, we help these students start 
their week, start their decisions, and restart 
their lives…with Jesus Christ.  Contact Kelly 
Hostetler, kelly@scapc.org to find out more or 
offer your gifts, talents or time.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is it?

Starting Point, a free home-cooked meal, a 
short devotional, great fellowship for college 
students.

Where/When is it?
The Land Building, Mondays this Fall, 

noon to 1 p.m. 

Can I help?
Yes! Check out the bullet points above for 

possible ways to plug in!
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Junior High Mystery Trip
by Anna Turner

SCAPC Junior High Youth just returned 
from five days at Pensacola Beach. Eight 
students and four adults spent time 
learning about one another, thinking about 
the mystery of God, and enjoying creation. 
The trip participants were Andy Fox, Anna 
Turner, Nathan Turner, James Warren, 
Charlie Kaleszeski, Caroline Seelman, 
James Murphy, Sean Murphy, Jacob Tasker, 
Josh Bell, Grace Kantrow, and Ian Lott.

The location was a mystery, as were the 
planned activities each day. It was a real life 
lesson in trusting even when one doesn’t 
know all that is planned or what the future 
holds.

From throwing the football on the beach 
to throwing each other in the pool, there 
was plenty of fun. We swam in the waves 
and played miniature golf. On a paddle 
board excursion we saw lots of fish and 
sea creatures as we paddled over 2 miles in 

Pensacola 
Bay. We 
h u n t e d 
creatures 
t h a t 
r o a m e d 
the dunes, 
and even 
managed to 
catch a few with our bare hands. And after 
a hard day of playing in the sun, we moved 
the party indoors and bonded over card 
games and candy.

In the evenings Andy led devotions which 
challenged everyone to think about the 
mystery of God and faith. We focused on 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in 
what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.” This trip was a great time 
of bonding with one another and growing 
faith in God.

Grace and Caroline riding in the van 
with a few crazy junior high boys.
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On Sunday, May 19th, the 20/30s hosted the annual 
Match Made in Heaven Golf Tournament at Audubon 
Golf Course. It was a muggy spring day, and Audubon 
Park was hopping with family picnics, crawfish boils, 
and other fun park activities. A total of 15 SCAPC 
20/30s joined the fun: nine to golf with clubs in hands 
and cleats on feet; another six to enjoy the post tourney 
party. The tournament was a scramble consisting of 
three teams of golfers competing for the prize of golf 
balls, hats, and towels. The match also included a prize 
for closest to the pin and longest drive.   Prizes were 
given out to the player with the closest to the pin and 
the longest drive.   The day was filled with laughter, 
bonding with new and old friends, exceptional and not-
so-exceptional golfing moments, and all around fun. 
Thanks to all who came out! And…a special thanks to 
Kelley McWhirter for organizing the event.

A Heavenly Day of Golf
by Andy Fox
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BIRTHS
Raoul Philip Chong

son of Suzanne Sere & Samuel Chong
Lucas Jackson Romine

son of Lucas & Ashley Romine,
Liam Hays Schindler 

son of Patrick & Kendall Schindler
Owen Marshall Wilt

son of Jonathan Kyle & Laura Elizabeth Wilt

MEMBER DEATHS
Mr. William A. Kimble
Mrs. Virginia McLean
Mr. Milton A “Sandy” McLeod
Mr. John E. Morrison, Sr.
Mrs. J. B. “Maribelle” Waid

BAPTISMS
Charles Monroe Decker

son of Christopher & Emily Decker
Liam Hays Schindler 

son of Patrick & Kendall Schindler
Hayes Bradley Tiller

son of Ben & Allison Tiller
Georgia Strayhan Christie (profession of faith)

daughter of Ellen Brandao & John Christie
Dylan Hutzler (profession of faith)

MARRIAGES
Amber Johnson to Ross Michels
Betsy Nalty to Dick Simmons
Kristen Dann to Mike Thornton
Durban Clarke to Austin Zaunbrecher
India Mayo to Stewart Hill

SCAPC Member Milestones
Share your SCAPC member milestones with us! Send them to events@scapc.org.


